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Methuen High JROTC members are 
leading the city’s effort to replace 
5,000 flags at Methuen veterans’ 
graves before Memorial Day. Here, 
JROTC Cadet 1st Lt. Nathaniel Hash-
em salutes a soldier’s grave at Walnut 
Grove Cemetery. Find out more about 
the project on Page 11. 
    MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon
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FOR OUR VETS
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From the Editor

Steve Whipple, Editor

When even the fishes …
go swimming with the fishes

ON THE COVER
Happy 69th anniversary! Ray 

and Angie Autiello, who met as 
Lawrence neighbors when they 
were both 13, are enjoying their 
golden years at The Woods at 
Merrimack. Courtesy photo

Crime-stats whiz: Police 
Officer Gina Scanlon keeps very 
busy in the Support Services 
Office. One of Scanlon's jobs is 
submitting Methuen crime stats 
to the state. ML photo by Barbie 
Kiberstis

Exit numbers changing:  This 
month, MassDOT will start installing 
signage for new exit numbers on 
Interstate-93 in Methuen as part of 
the Statewide Exit Renumbering 
Project. The Route 213 exit off I-93 
will become Exit 46.

Cleanup is family affair: The 
Surun family, who live across the 
street from the “Depot” of the 
Rail Trail, helped it sparkle on 
Community Cleanup Day. Shown 
are (from left) Emmanuel, 10; dad 
Jamie; mom Isaura; and Diana, 9. 
ML photo by Nancy Reardon

Our family has experienced three deaths 
in as many weeks.

And in each instance, we could have 
selected pall bearers from an ant colony. I 
know what you’re thinking: Ants can carry 
loads up to 50 times their body weight, 
but even the most ripped ants in the tunnel 
couldn’t hoist a casket.

This is true. But the passings are not of 
the human variety.

After a week of bobbing vertically, Finn, 
the girls’ purple beta fish, succumbed to 
boredom or whatever it is that kills tropical 
fish. Since he/she was quarantined in a 
glass bowl for its entire five-year existence, 
I doubt COVID is to blame.

Some would question why we let the fish 
linger between life and death for a week, 
when there’s a perfectly decent flushable 
toilet less than 20 feet away. We did so 
because its 6-year-old primary caretaker 
believed Finn would fully recover.

“Daddy, Finn is just resting his belly 
after eating too much. He’ll be fine,” Emma 
reassured me daily. 

I rest my belly after eating too much at 
least 20 times a week. But I do my recov-
ering horizontally on a TV-facing, sagging 
sofa. 

Each morning we’d gently prod our ail-
ing purple friend with an aquarium-grade 
pencil or spatula, and we were rewarded 
with spastic movements that resembled 
Prince break dancing underwater.

Emma believed ol’ Finn would return to 
its usual stoic self any day.

  But I knew better. I had an aquarium 
as a kid and I remember all too well how 
frequently the critters went from swimmers 
to floaters. You could track their life expec-
tancy with a stop-watch. 

I tried to explain to Emma that even 
the most gluttonous of fish don’t rest their 
bellies that long. And it’s not like Finn was 
feasting on an all-you-can-eat pancake buf-
fet. His diet was a few pinhead-size pellets 
a couple times a week.

Yet she believed that, like Phoenix, Finn 

would also rise.
Phoenix was the neighbor’s hamster 

who tumbled into a pot of soup and lived 
to tell about it.

Finally, one recent morning I spotted 
Finn resting on the colored gravel. A light 
poke merely caused its carcass to float up 
an inch, then sink back to the floor of the 
bowl. 

I located a pair of hibernating barbecue 
tongs, clamped its rigid body and dropped 
it into an empty Tupperware bowl. Upon 
returning from school, Emma and her older 
sister Geni were saddened by the sight of 
the empty bowl and not-so-empty Tupper-
ware. But not as sad as when I forget to buy 
ice cream.

Geni decided a funeral was in order. She 
returned from the store that day with prayer 
candles. 

“Daddy, get the shovel,” she instructed.
I still figured a simple non-denomina-

tional flush would be an adequate sendoff, 
but I obliged.

My wife Jen, Emma, Geni carrying the 
deceased, and I trudged to what is now a 
solemn burial ground – a boulder at the 
end of the backyard. Geni said a few nice 
things about Finn, even though he never 
had anything good to say about us.

I dug a shallow grave. Because Band-
Aid-size fish don’t require much depth. I 
tipped Finn into the plot, just as Emma’s 
steady tears and whimpering arrived. Even-
tually, she was consoled by news that her 
mom and older sister would find a suitable 
replacement.

The next day, Jen brought home a 
5.2-gallon tank, gravel, filter, accessories 
and a single blue beta fish that was quickly 
christened “Priscilla.” With no clear indi-
cation Priscilla was even a female, we had 
a very confused fish – for almost 48 hours. 

  By the end of Day 1, we were on sui-
cide watch. Priscilla got herself trapped 
into a homemade hut made from a chopped 
plastic water bottle. And she would have 
drowned, if not for the fact that … well, 
she’s a fish. Once freed, she celebrated by 
wedging herself behind the filter. I don’t 
know if she was injured, starving or just 
remarkably stupid, but she died on Day 2 – 
perhaps from shame.

We hiked back to the fish cemetery 

where Emma announced through tears that 
now she won’t be able to watch Priscilla 
grow up. I lifted the sod and slid her (the 
fish) into the hole near Finn. At least she’ll 
help the raspberry bush grow up.

Jen returned to the fish store where she 
purchased two more fish that got along 
relatively well. The orange fish is Jane and 
the fish with some black was called Sparky. 
We alternately fed them a few pellets and a 
few flakes of the vilest smelling fish food 
on the planet.

The hunger strike lasted three or four 
days. Then I scooped a lifeless Sparky out 
of the tank, dropped him (?) into a napkin 
and headed for the mass grave. The Valdez 
oil spill caused fewer casualties than our 
kitchen. When I unfurled the napkin, I was 
met with vacancy: Somewhere along my 
short trek, Sparky had slipped out. Emma 
wasn’t happy to hear of this news. The 
crows were.

So now we’re down to Jane who splits 
her time between listing 30 degrees in a 
coma and swimming vertical laps. I wrote 
her off five times and each time she’s 
proved me wrong. If her attitude improves, 
we’ll get her some roommates. 

Until then, I’m looking into adopting a 
baby alligator. Those guys live forever, even 
in a jinxed glass rectangle.

CORRECTION

We incorrectly reported in our April 
issue that the DPW provides recy-
cling bins. Actually YOU provide the 
bin, THEY provide the sticker. We 
apologize for the confusion. Need a 
sticker? Call (978) 983-8545.
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By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

On April 23, the football field at Nich-
olson Stadium was dedicated to and named 
for former Methuen High School multi-
sport star Dan Ford. The tough and rugged 
Ford was a 1988 MHS graduate who passed 
away in 2009 after a long battle with cancer.

City Councilor 
Joel Faretra spear-
headed the move-
ment to honor Ford 
and his family: “I 
didn’t know Dan, 
but after speaking 
with so many peo-
ple in Methuen who 
knew him, I felt like 
it was time to get 
this done. 

“One thing that 
the Fords did not 
want to do is take 

anything away from anyone else. The sta-
dium is Nicholson Stadium in honor of that 
great Methuen family. This is Dan Ford 
Field at Nicholson Stadium.”

Ford was a uniquely strong athlete with 
great versatility. He eclipsed the 1,000-yard 
mark in both his junior and senior seasons 
as a bruising running back for head coach 
Larry Klimas’ Rangers. 

In track, he excelled in the quarter-mile 
was a member of Methuen’s 4x400 state 
title team. He was also an outstanding 
member of the Ranger hockey team. Ford 
was named Methuen High School’s Athlete 
of the Year in 1988 and was honored with 
induction into the Methuen High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997. His No. 
42 jersey has been retired by the football 
program.

In addition to his resume at MHS, Ford 
played football at the University of New 
Haven and the University of Lowell. He 
also achieved legendary status in various 
regional and local leagues across numerous 
sports.

Mike Ford, older brother of Dan, explains 

what the dedication means to his fami-
ly: “This is really all about the people of 
Methuen. We are so thankful to Councilor 
Faretra. He did not know us at all, but he 
worked hard to make this happen. I have a 
lot of respect for that. 

“For our mom, this is another memory 
for her. It is a great tribute to her son. My 
dad loved the spotlight, but my mom never 
did. We are happy that she is here to see it.”

The patriarch of the Ford family, the late 
Ronnie Ford, was a well-known, larger-
than-life Methuen political leader and local 
media personality. Mike explains what the 
field dedication would mean to his father: 
“Dad and Dan had a special bond. That was 
his boy, and we all knew it. 

“We used to go to the Ranger football 
games on Saturdays and watch Dan tear up 
the field. My dad would be just gleaming 
as we left the stadium. He was never the 
same after we lost Dan, and I know he is so 
proud today.”

“Everyone has a story about Dan,” says 
Faretra, who is also a board member of 
Methuen Youth Lacrosse. “I really got to 
know him by talking to his family and many 
friends. Once the field dedication was set, 
the Ford family was just over the moon 
excited. It was really all about his mom. 
This means so much to her.”

Naming a field after someone is not a 
matter of just stencils and paint. Faretra 
describes the process that made it come to 

fruition: “It has to go before the City Coun-
cil as a resolution. I brought it to the council 
in November with the hope of setting the 
dedication for the Thanksgiving Day foot-
ball game. 

“Of course, the season was moved to 
winter and spring. The resolution passed 
and we set the date for the Dracut game on 
April 16. Weather moved the game to April 
15, so we decided to have the dedication 
on April 23 so Dan’s family and friends 
could enjoy the ceremony and come on the 
field without having to rush for the start of 
a game.”

Indeed, it was a ceremony to remember 

Proud dad Ronnie Ford is smiling down …

Dan Ford Field honors legendary athlete

The Ford family proudly poses for a photo at the newly unveiled Dan Ford Field at Nicholson Stadium. Dan’s mom holds his football 
jersey.                 MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

Dan Ford, MHS Class 
of 1988

See DAN FORD, Page 4
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In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS?
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New home of the Christian 
Fellowship Church of the 

Merrimack Valley

OPEN HOUSE for Memorial Day

Tenney Memorial Chapel 
at Walnut Grove Cemetery, Methuen, MA

Corner of Grove and Railroad Streets

Located at the Walnut Grove Cemetery 
(corner of Railroad and Grove Streets Methuen)

 Christian Fellowship Church 
of the Merrimack Valley

*Non-Denominational*

Rev. David L. Sundell, D. Min

A Community of
Caring ChristiansTraditional Worship Service

United in Prayer for All Affected by the Coronavirus. 
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End Your Search for a Friendly, Spiritual Church.  
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with Ford’s family and dozens of friends 
gathering together in memory of Number 
42. Says Mike Ford, “The friends of Dan 
who were at the dedication are the salt of 
the earth. They have always been there for 
us, and they have all grown into outstanding 
people. I can’t thank them enough.”

Ford recalls the popular Dan Ford Road 
Race held in Methuen for 10 years. That 
event raised funds for the Dana Farber Can-
cer Institute, Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal, and the Methuen Scholarship Founda-
tion in Dan Ford’s name. 

“Our family did a lot to help people,” 
relates Mike Ford. “But this is really about 
Methuen people. Dan’s friends along with 
the mayors, DPW, Fire and Police Depart-
ments made that race happen. At the end 
of the day, it is not about us. It’s about 
Methuen.”

In his message to the throng at the 
dedication, Mike Ford made it a priority 
to mention the McCarthy family, whose 
daughter Brianna recently passed away, and 
the Jozokos family. When the football dedi-
cation idea was first discussed several years 
ago, it was planned to honor both Dan Ford 
and the late Michael Jozokos. A member of 
the Class of 1981, Jozokos was co-captain 
of the football and basketball teams, and 
also starred in track and field. He was the 
recipient of the Andrew Haldane Memorial 
Trophy and was Methuen High School’s 
Athlete of the Year in 1981. 

Jozokos received a full athletic schol-
arship to the University of Massachusetts. 

Several of Dan’s Methuen High classmates (shown with Dan’s mom and brother Mike at far right) attended the ceremony to support the 
Ford family. 

His number 14 has also been retired by the 
Ranger football program.

“We are working on some kind of memo-
rial for Michael currently,” says Faretra. 
“Maybe the clubhouse meeting room as 
well as some kind of visual honor at the 
stadium. We have discussed the possibility 
of sealing off lockers for number 14 and 

42 with Mike and Dan’s jerseys and their 
biographies. 

“It is important that the current team 
learns the history of these players and why 
their numbers are retired. We also want to 
start retiring numbers of deserving athletes 
while they are still with us, not just as 
memorials after they have passed.”

It was a touching moment for the family when Dan’s name and number 42 were revealed. 
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456 BROADWAY LAWRENCE, MA 01841
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BROADWAY

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

The Woods at Merrimack opened its 
doors in February 2020, but a special group 
of residents there has living life TOGETH-
ER down pat! Meet five couples, all resid-
ing at this upscale Howe Street community, 
who’ve been married 60-plus years. These 
new neighbors shared their insight on love, 
marriage and happily ever after …

Angie & Ray Autiello
Just celebrated their 69th wedding anni-

versary April 20. They moved to The Woods 
in January and lived in Lawrence prior to 
that. 

How they met: They were neighbors at 
the corner of Park and Trenton streets in 
Lawrence. “He came to live where I was 
living, when we were both 13 years old,” 
Angie says. “I came from a sheltered life. 
The first time I saw him, he winked at me 
and I thought he was fresh!”

What do you remember about being 
young and in love? “We were always best 
friends, all our lives and we still are,” Angie 
says, noting they are both 90 years old. “We 
were blessed.”

Family: One son, 3 grandchildren, 6 
great-grandchildren. The couple first lived 

on Basswood Street, then Norris Street near 
the Methuen line.

Their lives: Ray worked 34 years at 
AVCO doing electroplating, while Angie 
dedicated 28 years to the IRS where she 
was a branch chief executive. Faith is a big 
part of their life: They’ve been parishioners 
at Holy Rosary in Lawrence, then St. Lucy’s 
in Methuen as well as St. Mary’s in George-
town during the warmer months spent at 
their summer home in Boxford. For 28 

years, they 
w i n t e r e d 
in Florida 
and also 
e n j o y e d 
traveling to Europe and many islands. 

Was there a moment or event in your 
years together that is your favorite? “It’s 
been a happy time for 69 years!” according 
to Ray. Angie adds, “We took our entire 
family on a cruise to Bermuda to thank God 

for 60 happy years on our anniversary. It 
was wonderful!”

Best part of your marriage so far? 
Her: “We went back and forth to Florida, 
came home for Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas: They were all happy times. Plus, 
everybody’s healthy.”

What do you love most about your 
spouse? Ray says, “Everything! And she 
makes good pasta.” Angie says, “He’s 
always been my best friend. He’s an easy 
man to live with and he has patience.”

What’s your advice to newlyweds 
about married life? “Trust each other!” 
Ray says.

Frank & Cathy 
Marzeoti

Married 61 years and raised their family 
in Burlington. Have lived at The Woods 
since June.

How they met: At a dance at an 
Irish-American club. 

What do you remember about being 
young and in love? “I’m still young and in 
love!” laughs Cathy.

Family: 3 children, 7 grandchildren, 3 
great-grandchildren. 

Longtime love is in Full bloom at The Woods!
5 couples in new 55-plus community are each embracing 60-plus years of marriage

See LONGTIME LOVE, Page 6
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37, Lake Street, Salem NH 03079  
(603) 893-5858  • www.lakestreet.com 
Open 9am-5pm, 7 Days A Week, Year Round   
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TM 
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frost date is May 15th! 
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Rhododendrons • Evergreens & More 

Perennials A-Z for sun and shade 
Spring Annuals • Garden Supplies 

Hanging Baskets for 
Sun & Shade 

It’s Time To Plant 

Best part of your marriage so far? 
“The later years, when we finished raising 
our children, so that we can enjoy each 
other,” Frank said.

What do you love most about your 
spouse? Frank says, “Her beauty.” Cathy 
says, “His honesty.”

What’s your advice to newlyweds 
about married life? “Communicate, com-
municate, communicate,” according to 
Cathy. “You can’t let things fester! If you 
don’t talk it out, it’ll destroy you.”

Bo & Barbara 
Kennedy 

Married 60 years and raised their fam-
ily in Andover. Have lived at The Woods 7 
months.

How they met: “Barbara was the first 
girl I met at UNH. I couldn’t get a date 
with her, but we had classes together,” Bo 

explains. The sociology majors finally got 
together their senior year. 

What do you remember about being 
young and in love? “We had a lot of com-
mon interests,” Bo said. “We loved to go to 
beaches in Gloucester and Hampton.”

Family: 3 children, 5 grandchildren.
Best part of your marriage so far? 

They enjoyed their jobs: Bo was a sales rep 
who worked with architects and engineers; 
Barbara worked for the Home for Little 
Wanderers in Boston, placing children in 
foster care. They love the New England 
Patriots (53-year season ticket holders) and 
enjoy following their grandkids’ games, 
including their grandson, a junior football 
player at Bucknell who has started every 
game. Barbara says, “I picked a wonder-
ful husband!” Bo says, “We have mutual 
respect. It isn’t always a smooth super-high-
way, there’ve been a couple detours and 

dead ends and we worked it out. We’re 
always (on the same page) when it comes 
to the kids.”

What do you love most about your 
spouse? “Barbara is the most honest person 
I’ve ever met. She’s loving, sincere and a 
very caring person,” Bo said. Barbara says, 
“He’s got such an even temperament and 
personality. We get along really well.”

What’s your advice to newlyweds 
about married life? “Have mutual respect 
and understanding. Now, people tend to 
jump before trying to work it out,” Bo 
said. Barbara added, “Communication is 
the main thing, and caring for each other.”

Anne & Pasquale 
“Pat” Colotti

Married 67 years, they raised their fami-
ly in Woburn. The Colottis have been at The 
Woods from the beginning, as they were the 
facility’s very first residents.

How they met: “At a ballroom dance. 
We try to still dance, and now we’re both in 
our 90s!” she said.

What do you remember about being 
young and in love? “All the good times 
we had! The birth of our children, our jobs 
that we loved, and we did a lot of traveling: 
all over Europe, South American, Hawaii, 
Canada …”

Family: 3 daughters (1 has passed), 6 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild.

Best part of your marriage so far? 
“The younger years – we did so many 
things together,” she says, adding that they 
split their retirement between Cape Cod 
and Arizona for 32 years. He adds, “The 
fun years were when we’d take the children 
everyplace with us.” 

What do you love most about your 
spouse? “I like his kindness, his caring and 
his outlook,” she said. Pat replies, “She’s 
pretty, generous and a good wife.”

What do you like doing together? 
“Kissing each other!” he said.

What’s your advice to newlyweds 
about married life? “You’re two different 
people, so be patient with one another,” she 
said. 

 

See LONGTIME LOVE, Page 7

978-687-2306
fax 978-687-3294Valley’s Finest Home Cooked Food

Grilling Time !!

BORRELLI’S ITALIAN DELI
322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA (Rte.110)

Don Smeriglio, Owner
Store Hours: Call for Hours

We accept all major credit cards & debit cards

Our Deli Has a 
Large Selection of :

 • Meats for Grilling:
Sausages

 Essem Hot Dogs
 Large Assortment Of 

Marinated  Meats & Chicken
 • Cheeses • Olives

 • Salads • Cold Cuts
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SandtrapSandtrap  Bar & GrilleBar & Grille

  210 Howe St., Methuen
       978-683-7771 x14

BRING YOUR CLUBS AND YOUR APPETITEBRING YOUR CLUBS AND YOUR APPETITE
Enjoy a Day of Golf on Our Expertly Maintained Course followed by Delicious American CuisineEnjoy a Day of Golf on Our Expertly Maintained Course followed by Delicious American Cuisine

210 Howe Street, 
Methuen

978.683.7771

Golf. Live. Celebrate.Golf. Live. Celebrate.

210 Howe St., Methuen210 Howe St., Methuen
978-683-7771978-683-7771

www.merrimackgolfclub.comwww.merrimackgolfclub.com

MerriMack Golf cluBMerriMack Golf cluB

9 Holes Weekdays .... $22
18 Holes Weekdays .. $39
9 Holes Weekend ...... $25
(fri., Sat., Sun)
18 Holes Weekend .... $49
(fri., Sat., Sun)

Twilight Weekdays 
(after 5pm) .............. $20
Twilight Weekends 
(after 3pm) .............. $27
Carts for 9 Holes $10 per person. 
Carts for 18 Holes $20 per person.

YOUR DRIVE WILL BE YOUR DRIVE WILL BE 
WORTH THE DRIVEWORTH THE DRIVE

Our All-New Lunch & Dinner Menus Our All-New Lunch & Dinner Menus 
Are Amazing!Are Amazing!

Friday & Saturday Night Specials 4-8pm

Slow-Roasted Prime Rib with Fingerlings & Vegetable
Jumbo Baked Stuff Shrimp with Herbed Rice & Vegetable

A Few of the Favorites...A Few of the Favorites...

Roasted Garlic Chicken Pre-PestoRoasted Garlic Chicken Pre-Pesto
Sweet Italian Sausage Sweet Italian Sausage 
  & 3 Cheese Tortellini  & 3 Cheese Tortellini
Memphis BBQ RibsMemphis BBQ Ribs

New England Baked HaddockNew England Baked Haddock
Golden Fried Sea ScallopsGolden Fried Sea Scallops
Cajun Shrimp Corn ChowderCajun Shrimp Corn Chowder
Lobster Mac 'n CheeseLobster Mac 'n Cheese

NOW BOOKING 
FUNCTIONS FOR UP 

TO 100 GUESTS!
Mon., Tues., Wed. 3-9pm; Thur., Fri, Sat. 11-9; Sun. 11-7

Claire and Bernie 
Valcourt

They’ll be married 60 years this July. 
They’ve lived at The Woods since August.

How they met: “At the Commodore 
Ballroom in Lowell, Nov, 5, 1959. I went 
with friends to go dancing because I had 
just broken up with someone,” Claire gig-
gles.

Family: 5 children, 7 grandchildren. 
They brought up their kids in Andover, then 
moved to Methuen and lived on Barker 
Street, and later off East Street for 14 years.

Their lives: He worked at Raytheon for 
38 years, retiring as supervisor of the Stor-

age Department, overseeing inventory. She 
raised the children, then worked for a print-
ing company in Andover. They’re enjoy-
ing retirement and especially love playing 
cards. “Forty-Fives is a great game. We’re 
trying to get a group together here. The les-
sons start tomorrow,” said Bernie. “Claire 
and I play cribbage 5 days out of 7.”

Best part of your marriage so far? 
“We accept each other, and she accepts 
what’s wrong with me … and I accept that 
she accepts that,” Bernie jokes. “We laugh 
all the time,” Claire says. They’ve enjoyed 
many trips through the years: A Panama 
Canal cruise with friends; annual summer 
visits to Poland Spring, Maine; a cruise to 
Quebec and Montreal, etc.

What do you love most about your 
spouse? “He’s got a very positive attitude, 
is accepting of everyone and he’s funny. 
He’s always complimenting me!” Claire 
says. Bernie says, “She takes care of our 
health needs, is always on top of my health 
precautions. We handle life’s problems 
pretty good.” 

What do you like doing together? 
Keeping active, and they credit The Woods 
with offering them so much to do. 

What’s your advice to newlyweds 
about married life? Accept your partner 
for who they are. Try to understand them, 
and look at things from your spouse’s point 
of view.

Longtime Love, continued from 6

This month, MassDOT will start install-
ing signage for new exit numbers on Inter-
state-93 in Methuen. 

The Statewide Exit Renumbering Proj-
ect began in October 2020 and Mass DOT 
has been updating signage across the Bay 
State, per Federal Highway Administra-
tion requirement. High-
ways in Massachusetts 
currently use a sequen-
tial exit-numbering 
method. Transporta-
tion officials believe a 
milepost-based system 
helps drivers gauge 
the distance to their 
destination, provides 
more accuracy when 
reporting an emergen-
cy and will fall in line 
with numbering used in 
almost all other states. 

Local I-93 changes include:
*Exit 44 A/B at the junction of I-495 

will become 40 A/B.
*Exit 46 A/B (northbound) at the junc-

tion of Routes 110 and 113 will become 43 
A/B (NB).

*Exit 46 (southbound) at the junction 
of Routes 110 and 113 will become 43 
(SB).

*Exit 47 at Pelham Street will become 
Exit 45.

*Exit 48 at the junction of Route 213 
will become Exit 46.

Mass DOT reports the signs will look the 
same, just the numbers will change. 

“ ‘Old Exit #’ signs, which will have 
a yellow background 
with black lettering, 
will be installed at 
key locations for a 
minimum of 2 years,” 
according to the Mass-
DOT website.

Minimal traffic 
impacts are expected 
during signage con-
struction.

All recreational and 
cultural interest sig-
nage will be updated 
to match the new exit 
numbers.

The date for changes to exit numbers 
along Interstate 495 has not yet been 
announced.

There will be no changes to the exits 
along Route 213 as it’s short and those exits 
are already spaced about a mile apart.

Find out more at newmassexits.com.

The Route 213 exit off I-93 will 
become Exit 46. The new signage 
will include the old exit number for a 
2-year minimum. 

Highway exit numbers 
changing this month
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Pork Pies
39 More
Varieties

Quality  Fresh Meats  with Old Fashioned Service

• Sausages-Italian Sweet & Hot • Pork & Tomato Bangers & more • 
Kielbasa • Marinated Chicken • Marinated Tips 

• Steaks: Sirloin, Tenderloin & Delmonico 
• Hamburg-Chuck & Lean & Hamburg Patties 

• Essem Hotdogs • Salads to Go

GRILLING TIME for Mother’s  Day,
Memorial Day or Any Day!

Our Famous 
Pork Pies

& 39 Varieties 

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

While many New Englanders grumbled 
at the thought of snow on April 16, six 
grandkids visiting Methuen’s John and Cathi 
Dessinger couldn’t wait – especially since 
this doesn’t happen when they’re home in 
Bermuda and Virginia!

“They went crazy!” laughed grandad John. 
“They asked, ‘Doesn’t this happen all the 
time?’ and we said, ‘Not in the middle of 
April!’ We were shocked.”

Racing outside to play in the few inches of 
white fluff and build a giant snowman were 

the Eromin siblings – Taya, 5; Jake, 3; and 
Zach, 1½, who live in Bermuda. They were 
accompanied by their cousins from Virginia: 
Bella, 11; Jackson, 9; and Charlie Garcia, 1½. 

While the family usually gets together at 
the holidays, this April reunion in Massachu-
setts was a first. The Dessingers’ daughter 
Jenna decided to visit, as her island is “shut 
down” due to the COVID-19 pandemic, then 
“my other daughter (Brooke) from Virginia 

said she would come too.”
“My wife prayed for the snow because the 

kids in Bermuda don’t get any,” John said, 
adding that even a few inches of the white 
stuff can shut down life in Virginia. “They 
got more than they could ever imagine. My 
wife had to dig out winter clothes because 
they don’t have that kind of stuff.

“The kids had a ball! It was one of those 
real special days,” John said. “Years from 

now, they can look back and say, ‘We saw a 
real winter storm!”

The kiddos also got to experience a New 
England nor’easter during their 2-week stay, 
but that was rain accompanied by whipping 
wind.

John says the family is enjoying their time 
together – maybe the only positive to come 
out of a global pandemic.

With the kids doing remote schooling and 
the adults working remotely too, there’s only 
one drawback.

“The Internet is running pretty slow here,” 
John joked.

Grandkids visiting from Bermuda & VA ‘have a ball’ in our April snow

Can’t do this in Bermuda! Siblings Taya and Jake befriended this frosty fella in the front 
yard of their grandparents’ Methuen home during a rare April 16 snowfall. Courtesy 
photos

Taya is all smiles, while little brother Zach 
isn’t sure what to make of this weather!

This little dinosaur happily tip-toed 
through the snow.

Methuen 17 Burnham Road
Andover | North Reading | Wakefield | Lynnfield

800-246-2009 | www.tsbawake24.com | Member FDIC/Member DIF

Local. Innovative. Trusted.

We’re Open To Close
Easy
Get a free pre-approval! Use our easy and 
secure application to get pre-approved 
or apply online within minutes 
from any device.

Quick
Get to your closing on time. Enjoy a fast 
application process and speedy 
responses from start to finish.

Save Money
Refinancing your mortgage? No need to start back from the 
beginning of the term. Pick up right where you left off.

Local
Our mortgage specialists are experts living right here in your 
community, ready to guide you along the way. All loan decisions 
are made locally, and your loan is always serviced locally.

For a preapproval or to apply, go to 
tsbawake24.mortgagewebcenter.com.

Julie Brady
Assistant Vice President

Methuen Branch Manager
jlittle@tsbawake24.com

978-687-9756

Mortgage Open 2 Close April.ai   1   3/17/2021   11:17:19 AMMortgage Open 2 Close April.ai   1   3/17/2021   11:17:19 AM
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATTORNEy MARk FORd

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani * Peter Laudani Sr. * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen 978-686-0372

Insured
            Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments 
     •Slipcovers •Cushions 

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.   Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

 Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

 Every Other Monday at

 9 A.M. on  WCCM

            1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

 Methuen Cable Television,

 Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 19th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2020

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATTORNEy MARk FORd

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani * Peter Laudani Sr. * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen 978-686-0372

Insured
            Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments 
     •Slipcovers •Cushions 

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.   Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender
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Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

 Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

 Every Other Monday at

 9 A.M. on  WCCM

            1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

 Methuen Cable Television,

 Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 19th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2020

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATTORNEy MARk FORd

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9
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work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM

OUR 22nd YEAR RUNNING!

www.santonechiropractic.com

Brianna McCarthy, a young and enthu-
siastic teacher in Methuen Public Schools 
for more than a decade, died April 15 at 
Beth Israel Hospital following a sudden, 
unknown illness.

A former longtime Methuen resident, 
Brianna, 30, was a shining light in the large, 
tight-knit McCarthy family. She taught at 
city grammar schools before moving on to 
Methuen High where she currently taught 
English and was the freshman class advisor. 
She was also an assistant girls ice hockey 
coach for the MHS/Tewksbury Red Rang-
ers. 

Brianna was the daughter of retired 
Methuen Fire Lt. Brian McCarthy and his 
wife Barbara.

Following an outpouring of love, dis-
belief, grief and support across our com-
munity, the McCarthy family contacted 
MethuenLife to issue this statement, which 
we shared on our Facebook page:

“The family of Brianna McCarthy feels 
the love and support of her friends and the 
community regarding her sudden illness of 
an unknown cause. Her family is devastated 
and saddened by the loss of Brianna and 
appreciates the privacy that the community 
has given them.

“Her family has established the Brianna 
M. McCarthy Memorial Scholarship for 
those who would like to show their support 
and keep her legacy alive. The McCarthy 
family thanks you all for your kindness.”

As of MethuenLife press time, the family 
had not announced a cause of death. 

Superintendent Brandi Kwong and MHS 
Principal Richard Barden shared with the 
school community the sad news that McCa-
rthy died. 

  “She was a remarkable and kind teacher, 
colleague, and coach. She touched many 
lives both in and out of her classroom,” 
Kwong stated in an e-mail to MPS staff. 
“Her dedication to the profession and to her 
students was extraordinary. This is a dev-
astating loss for her family and our entire 
community.”

McCarthy graduated from the Marsh, 
Phillips Andover and Union College before 

earning her master’s in education from 
American International College. In 2010, 
she began her teaching career as a substi-
tute in Methuen. She worked as a full-time 
teacher at CGS, the Timony and MHS. 

Principal Barden’s message to MHS stu-
dents and families said, in part, “Ms. McCa-
rthy will be remembered as a dedicated 
teacher and coach who took great joy in 
guiding students to reach their full potential. 
She had the unique ability to quickly devel-
op a strong rapport with each and every 
student and colleague. Brianna’s positivity, 
kindness, and desire to give back will leave 
an indelible mark throughout our school 
and community for years to come. Ms. 
McCarthy will be gravely missed by all.”

For two days, school counselors were 
readily available to grieving students and 
staff. 

To read the full obituary or send a mes-
sage of condolence to the family, visit carri-
erfuneralhome.com.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In lieu of flowers, the family 

requested that donations be made 
to the Brianna M. McCarthy Schol-
arship Fund, c/o Joan MacLauch-
lan, 173 Hampshire Road, Methuen, 
MA 01844. 

Brianna McCarthy (left) and her sister 
Bridget.

Beloved MHS teacher, hockey coach dies suddenly
Brianna McCarthy described as remarkable, kind, positive

Hundreds of people shared their con-
dolences for the McCarthy family via the 
MethuenLife Facebook page. Here are a 
few of the many poignant posts:

*Kim Rogers Mccarthy: Brianna is a 
beautiful bright girl who lost her life too 
soon. We will miss our beloved Brianna 
every day of our life. We love you Brianna 

*Carrie Jackson Ingrassia: So very 
tragic, she was a wonderful, bright light in 
our school system. A kind person who loved 
being with the kids. May she Rest In Peace.

*Peter Drench: Please accept our sin-
cere condolences. Brianna will always be 
much loved by her softball friends at Phil-
lips Academy, where we are so proud of her 

teaching and coaching, and her joyful love 
for her students. Our heartfelt thoughts are 
with her family tonight.

*Vicki Aliano Bergeron: Miss McCar-
thy was my daughter’s favorite teacher such 
a tragic loss she will be so missed God bless 
her family in this absolutely painful time       

*Chrissy Mary: Sending all of my love 
to the McCarthy family. My heart breaks for 
you all. Brianna was an amazing person and 
her memory will always live on within the 
hearts of so many.  

*Grammie Hodgdon: How utterly dev-
astating for her families: biological and 
academic. Sending heartfelt condolences to 
them all.

Brianna McCarthy loved being part of a large, tight-knit local family. Here she is with 
(from left) mom Barbara, dad Brian and younger sister Bridget. Courtesy photos

EXPRESSING OUR SORROW
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Perry: Nearly 75% of residents 65+ have been vaccinated

By Steve Whipple 
MethuenLife Writer

 
Each month, MethuenLife sits down with 

Mayor Neil Perry for an update of city news 
and policies. Here’s the latest.

MethuenLife: What percentage of 
Methuen residents has received COVID 
vaccinations, as of MethuenLife press time 
(April  23)?

Mayor Perry: Well, 34,916 doses were 
administered as of Friday, April 16. Of 
those, 21,000 had received the first dose; 73 
percent of 75 and older people; 72.3 percent 
of 65-74; and 19.4 percent of 0-64, while 
the state average is 18.6 percent. Until the 
J&J pause, (vaccinations) were starting to 
take off.  We were seeing a lot more older 
people who wanted the single dose.

MethuenLife: Now that Acting Police 
Chief Tom McEnaney has settled in for the 
next three months or so, who are the mem-
bers of the search committee looking for the 
permanent chief?

Mayor Perry: (Home Shop Properties 
owner) Johan Lopez, City Councilor Mike 
Simard, (MAN Inc., founder) Linda Soucy, 
(Board of Health Chairman) Ray Wrobel, 
one to-be-determined retired member of the 
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association 
and Methuen’s Chief Administrative Finan-
cial Officer Maggie Duprey.

MethuenLife: When do you expect to 
have a replacement for retired recreation 
director Bill Pare?

Mayor Perry: We are down to three 
candidates. I’ll make a decision by mid-
May and that person will then need City 
Council approval. We’re going to focus 
more on Forest Lake this year. We have 
to recognize that it’s a gem. Depending on 
how much money we get from the feds, 

we’d like to put in two new bathrooms and 
finish the snack shack that the firefighters 
started years ago. We’re going to chat with 
the YMCA and see if they can have paddle 
board lessons there.

We need to maintain our fields bet-
ter. Methuen Youth Lacrosse and Methuen 
Youth Soccer now have keys to (Nicholson) 
stadium to use that field this summer. I want 
to give a shout-out to Bill Manzi IV from 
the Recreation Department. He’s been out-
standing in the Methuen CARES clinic and 
at the Easter parade.

MethuenLife: Customer service rep 
Casey Conley’s last day at City Hall’s Ser-
vice Center in the basement level is Friday, 
April 30. Do you have a replacement?

Neil Perry: She has an outstanding per-
sonality and brought an effervescence and 
willingness to help to City Hall. She was 
hired with CARES money, but is going to 
pursue a job in physical therapy. The Ser-
vice Center will be staffed by Mike Rubino 

(from the City Clerk’s Office) and Johanet-
ta Hudson (from the Treasurer’s Office). 
About 80 percent of transactions (with 
residents) are done right there. 

MethuenLife: What’s the status of 
Methuen’s assessor position?

Mayor Perry: We are interviewing for 
the position. We named Assistant Assessor 
Suzanne Doherty as the acting assessor.

MethuenLife: Almost a year and a half 
into your term, what grade would you give 
yourself? Name a couple successes and 
a couple areas you think you’ve come up 
short.

Mayor Perry: A “B.” I think I’ve estab-
lished the foundation for integrity and 
accountability as represented by the fiscal 
transparency. All the numbers are posted on 
the city website. We established SeeClick-
Fix for trash, roads, pot holes and general 
accountability. We improved the bond rat-
ing from negative to stable with a conserva-
tive budget approach; and that’s getting less 

money from the state and local restaurant 
tax. I took a million dollars during the pan-
demic and applied it to the budget to keep 
taxes down. We did the police audit and we 
will do an audit of the DPW next through an 
outside company.

I have lost my temper a few times with 
City Council … the relationship is still 
developing. They still treat me like I’m 
one of the previous mayors. I ended up 
laying people off in the DPW, police and 
fire departments. The collective bargaining 
didn’t work out as well as I had hoped. And 
the holiday lights were a good idea, but they 
weren’t executed well. We didn’t vet the 
guy (who decorated).

We’ve done the right things fundamen-
tally, but now we have to build on those.

MethuenLife: Mayor Perry is running 
for re-election. As of MethuenLife press 
time, no opposing candidate has officially 
come forward.

Since Feb. 5, the city has been holding weekly COVID-19 vaccination clinics at an empty Loop storefront – except for the weeks when they 
haven’t received vaccine vials from the state. MethuenLife file photo

Chief search committee 
named; mayor grades 
time in office a ‘B’ 

Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley 
Inc., will host a “Summer Fun Roll-Thru 
Event” on Saturday, May 22 at the Methuen 
Sons of Italy Hall, 459 Merrimack St., from 

10am-noon.
“Due to COVID restrictions, most of our 

children have been sitting in front of their 
computers taking part in their daily lessons. 
We at FKMV are hoping we can, with your 
help, make this a fun, healthy and active 
summer vacation time for all our kids,” 
according to a press release.

Community members are invited to drive 
up and drop off their donations, which 
FKMV members will later present to foster 
families.

If you would like to donate items and 
cannot attend the drive-thru event, you 
can drop them off earlier that week at the 

Methuen Karate Association, 76 Bonanno 
Court.

Here are some suggested donations, but 
feel free to use your imagination: water 
tables, Hula-Hoops, jump ropes, Slip ‘N 
Slides, sand table, sandbox, splash pad, 
splash sprinkler, water spray sprinkler, 
sports equipment, bubble wand sets, walk-
ie-talkies, kids cornhole or lawn games, 
sidewalk chalk, Sit ‘n Spin, garden tool sets, 
stomp rockets, Capture the Flag game, bath-
ing suits for boys and girls, suntan lotion, 
bath towels and flip flops.

NOTE: No water guns of any kind will 
be accepted!

With your help, FKMV can ensure a 
meaningful, fun and active vacation season 
for these kids and their foster families. Any 
questions can be directed to Foster Kids of 
the Merrimack Valley, Inc. at (978) 771-
2150.

Wanted: Summer toys for foster kids
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B&W

SM

You deserve the first name in 
cancer care. Right where you live.

Cancer is hard. But it can be a little easier with the right care close to your home and support system. Dana-Farber Cancer  
Institute, New England’s top-rated cancer center, has a new, state-of-the-art cancer center in the Merrimack Valley. So there’s 
no reason to settle for anything less than the latest therapies, clinical trials and the expertise of our specialists. Take advantage 
of the first name in cancer care right where you live.

5 Branch St, Methuen, MA  •  978-620-2020  •  dana-farber.org/merrimackvalley

Dana-Farber is here in Merrimack Valley.

What we do here
changes lives everywhereSM

Prior to Memorial Day throughout Massachusetts, a new 
American flag is placed at the grave of every veteran who 
served in the Armed Forces of the United States.  

“On the surface, it appears a rather daunting task,” 
according to Paul Jensen, recently appointed director of 
veterans services for the City of Methuen. “We have some 
5,000 veterans in graves spread across eight cemeteries 
throughout the city, some dating back to the Civil War.”  

In the past, volunteers from all corners of the city have 
participated in this honored tradition including community 
volunteers, civic groups, youth groups and students seeking 
community service.

This year, Jensen would like to put a different twist on 
the event. Rather than having adults lead the event with 
many of our young people participating, why not have 
some of our great young student leaders take charge of the 
event, with adults as mentors and everyone else pitching in 
to help?  

“This has been a tough year for our young people, with 
the global pandemic. Why not provide an opportunity for 
our students to showcase their talent while fulfilling an 
honored civic obligation?” asked Jensen. “When given the 
opportunity to step up, in my experience, young people 
always exceed expectations.”

Jensen is impressed with the number of Methuen folks 
of all ages who’ve already volunteered to help (150 as of 
MethuenLife press time). Adult mentors will be supporting 
the teens along the way. Also committed to pitching in that 
day are the MHS History Honor Society, Girl Scouts and 
Daisies as well as Cub Scouts, the Comprehensive Gram-
mar School Junior National Honor Society, local history 

buffs, city officials, etc.  
“We have had great support from Methuen High School, 

and we now have a full complement of student leaders who 
will run the event,” he said. "I have plenty of volunteers 
now, but if it rains we may lose half, so we'll keep tak-
ing them. The response was really good. The kids really 
stepped. It's such a fun day."

One of the young leaders stepping up is Junior ROTC 
member Nathaniel Hashem, a Methuen High sophomore 
who aspires to join the Army and become an Army Corps 
engineer.  

“(Methuen JROTC Lt. Col. Bernard Stansbury) 
approached me about this opportunity and I enthusiastical-
ly agreed to take part,” said Hashem, the son of Adbo and 
Samaria Hashem. “I have participated in the event for many 
years and welcome the opportunity to be involved in more 
of a leadership role.”

Among the eight cemeteries, Jensen says the bulk of 
the work will be done at Elmwood Cemetery and he has 
assigned nine “teams” there.

Like any task, many hands make light work. If you 
would like to volunteer, contact the Veterans Office at (978) 
983-8585.

“We need lots of help!” concluded Jensen.

CAN YOU HELP?
Volunteers of all ages are invited to help replace 

flags at the graves of about 5,000 Methuen veter-
ans. This task will be tackled Saturday, May 22 from 
9am to noon at various local cemeteries. To get 
involved, call the Veterans Services Department at 
(978) 983-8585.

As the city gears up to replace 5,000 flags at Methuen 
veterans’ graves before Memorial Day, MHS JROTC 
members are embracing the opportunity to lead the way. 
Sophomore and JROTC Cadet 1st Lt. Nathaniel Hashem 
(left) and the city’s Director of Veterans Services Paul 
Jansen stand in front of Walnut Grove Cemetery monument 
honoring Methuen soldiers who died during the Civil War. 
        MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

Teens take lead in replacing flags at 5,000 Methuen veterans’ graves

Visit www.MethuenLife.com
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www.trans-medic.com FAMILY OWNED &  
OPERATED SINCE 1984

Rt. 28, Windham, NH

Any trip is far more fun when you actually reach your 
destination. Before you head out onto the open road, visit 
us. We will do a spring check-up and service your car’s 
transmission. That way, the only reason you will need to 
pull onto the side of the road is to enjoy the scenery.

With this MethuenLife coupon. Cannot be combined. Expires 5/31/21. *Most vehicles.

$10 OFF
TRANSMISSION TUNE-UP

INCLUDES:  
Road Test, Clean Pan,  
New Fluid, New Filter,  

New Pan Gasket, 
Check Mounts, Linkages, 

U Joints 

WE GIVE A SHIFT!

603.898.4112

Pitching in to keep Methuen beautiful
Mother Nature fully cooperated for the 

citywide Community Cleanup Day on April 
24, giving volunteers gorgeous blue skies 
and a 70-plus-degree day.

Close to 100 residents showed up at sev-
eral locations throughout the city, including 
Veterans Memorial Park, DeGaspe Park on 
Mystic Street, Gill Avenue Park, Tenney 
Street Park as well other areas of the city. 

There was a separate cleanup held at the 
Methuen Rail Trail that same morning. 

The Community Cleanup was organized 
by City Councilor DJ Beauregard with help 
from DPW Director Pat Bower who handed 
out trash pickers, trash bags and gloves. 
DPW workers also went to each site, col-
lecting bags that were filled by volunteers. 
In addition to trash, some volunteers picked 

up discarded tires and other large debris 
from the parks and Rail Trail. In total, the 
trash filled 3 dump trucks, city officials 
reported.

Congrats on a wonderful turnout! Our 
parks and trails look clean. Let’s keep them 
that way!

~ Nancy Reardon

Captain Planet (aka John Zebrowski) 
made a surprise visit to check on Planet 
Earth and the cleanup at Veterans Park. 
He along with Keith Foisy and Keith’s 
daughter Charlotte, 6, give thumbs-up for 
a job well done! 

Finishing a bit dirty and ready to jump in a shower after digging out tires, propane tanks 
and other debris, City Councilor Allie Saffie (center), Vinny Rivela and Dianne Werbner area 
done for the day!

Finishing up at the Gill Ave., park are 
Amanda Karch, Michael Dumas, Lynn 
Page and Elliott Karch. 2½.

Paul McGovern, who runs the Rail Trail 
– and Boston Marathons! – volunteered 
to keep the area clean for himself and 
others who run the route.
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978-655-8116 • www.avedisianeast.biz
115 Merrimack St .Methuen

 (Route 110 ~ Former Wall’s Lincoln-Mercury)

BARK MULCH IS HEREBARK MULCH IS HERE

• PAVING BRICK & WALL BLOCK • DECORATIVE STONE • SOIL 
• GRANITE STEPS, POSTS & BENCHES • GARDEN SUPPLIES

Grilling Season Is Here. Check out the Best 
Cooker and Accessories Money Can Buy.

Call to Schedule Your Delivery

PROPANE STATION for PROPANE STATION for 
YOUR GRILLES & RV TANKSYOUR GRILLES & RV TANKS

Huge Inventory of Pavers and Wall Block

See Us See Us 
for All Your for All Your 

Hardscaping Hardscaping 
NeedsNeeds

New England New England 
SeafoodsSeafoods

225 Merrimack St., Methuen225 Merrimack St., Methuen
978-686-7494978-686-7494

BUY 1 LUNCH 
GET 2nd HALF OFF

Of Equal or Lesser Value.  
Expires 5/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Excludes Fridays.

BUY 1 
CHICKEN DINNER
GET 2nd HALF OFF
Expires 5/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Excludes Fridays.

BUY 1 DINNER 
GET 2nd HALF OFF

Expires 5/31/21
Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Excludes Fridays.

FRESH • Clams • Oysters • Lobster 
• Shrimp • Scallops • Mussels • Calamari 

• Salmon • Haddock • Swordfish 

King Crab 
or Snow Crab 

Clusters!

 BOILED 
    LOBSTER     

      SPECIALS! Stay Safe in 2021!

'Tis the Season 
for Boiled Lobster Dinners 

& Lobster Rolls!

 change all the colors of coupon boxes
 change expiration date to 5/31/21
change the Shrimp dinner special to a 
chicken dinner special

Before they hit Veterans Park, these cleanup volunteers stopped for a photo.         MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

Over at DeGaspe Park on Mystic Street, volunteers from Target joined in to 
clean. Shown are (from left) Yai Valez, Elynes Acevedo, Carolin Zorilla and 
Clara Garcia.

Rail Trail “regulars” (from left) Elaine Anderson, Yvonne Paplaskas and 
Christy Shaheen do their part to help maintain the cleanliness of the Rail 
Trail.

RECYCLING REMINDER
Methuen ranks dismally in recycling when compared to other cities of similar size, according to stats provided by Methuen DPW 
Director Pat Bower.  Putting everything in the trash, instead of recycling it, costs the city (thus taxpayers) more money in trash 

tonnage. Let’s do better, Methuen!

While jugs like this milk 
container can be recycled, 
cartons such as those on the 
right cannot. HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT WHAT CAN AND 
CANNOT BE RECYCLED? Visit 
cityofmethuen.net, go to 
Departments and, under the 
Public Works Department tab, 
click on Recycling, then What 
Can Be Recycled?

X4
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Hamilton: a 
house SOLD word!

Jen
Hamilton
REALTOR®

508.954.7941
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

jenhamilton.com
138 River Road • Suite 107  • Andover, MA

FREEMARKET ANALYSIS!

Licensed in 
MA and NH

   The FALL MARKET is 
HERE and Inventory is LOW!

If you are thinking of selling NOW is the time, 
inventory is at an all time low making this a seller’s

market. In a seller’s market there is a greater chance
for a bidding war on your home so put my 35 years 
of experience to work for you today by calling for a 
FREE no obligation Market Analysis of your home.  

Just want a quick answer to your 
real estate questions? Email your questions at 

jennifer.bower9@comcast.net
Listings wanted

Hamilton: a 
house SOLD word!

Jen
Hamilton
REALTOR®

508.954.7941
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

jenhamilton.com
138 River Road • Suite 107  • Andover, MA

FREEMARKET ANALYSIS!

Licensed in 
MA and NH

   The FALL MARKET is 
HERE and Inventory is LOW!

If you are thinking of selling NOW is the time, 
inventory is at an all time low making this a seller’s

market. In a seller’s market there is a greater chance
for a bidding war on your home so put my 35 years 
of experience to work for you today by calling for a 
FREE no obligation Market Analysis of your home.  

Just want a quick answer to your 
real estate questions? Email your questions at 

jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

Inventory is at an all time low making 
this a seller’s market! In a seller’s 

market there is a greater chance for a 
bidding war on your home. Put my 

36 years of experience to work for you 
today by calling  for a FREE no 

obligation Market Analysis of your home.

THE MARKET IS HOTTHE MARKET IS HOT

By Darrell Halen
MethuenLife Writer

Sitting in an outdoor Florida restaurant with about 40 
customers around him, Ed “Hoppy” Curran stood up, asked 
the crowd for their attention, and introduced himself and the 
man sitting at his table as Vietnam War veterans who had 
not seen each other in 53 years.

A couple of women gasped in surprise, the customers 
broke out in applause and one of them said her husband, 
too, was a veteran of the war.

The surprise announcement in the restaurant was one 
of the highlights of the reunion of the two veterans seated 
together, Curran and Huntington, Ind., resident Keith Dis-
ler. 

Until they reunited earlier that day, the two former Army 
soldiers had not seen each other in person since they parted 
ways in Vietnam in 1968.

“I think everyone was shocked,” recalled Disler, who did 
not know what Curran, a Methuen resident, was going to 
do. “It was very nice of him to do that.”

Curran, 72, and Disler, 73, were only in their late teens 
when they served in the same military unit. It was the death 
of a fellow soldier, killed during the war, which eventually 
led to the two men reuniting.

Disler had read messages of remembrance of Army Pvt. 

Larry E. Curry that Curran had written online on the Virtual 
Wall of Faces, which features a page dedicated to honoring 
and remembering every person whose name is inscribed on 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Curran has posted his e-mail address along with his 
messages.

Curry, of Front Royal, Va., was Curran’s best buddy in 
Vietnam and was killed July 15, 1968, in Pleiku, Vietnam, 
while on guard duty, two months before his 22nd birthday 
and just one week before he was scheduled to leave the 
country.

Along with Curran and Disler, he was a member of the 
243rd Field Service Company attached to the Fourth Infan-
try Division.

“Larry was my best friend and we were like brothers,” a 
part of one of Curran’s remembrances reads. “He gave his 
life to his country and laid it down so young.”

According to Curran, he was sitting at home one day last 
year when he received an e-mail from Disler – a complete 
surprise because the men had not communicated with each 
other since they were in Vietnam in 1968. 

“It was unbelievable,” Curran said. “Right away my 
heart starts pumping.”

The two men communicated, and Curran mailed Disler 
some CDs – Curran is in a musical group, The Veterans Den 
Band – along with a pin honoring Vietnam War veterans, a 

“We’d take a bullet for each other. It’s a rare feeling in life, and that feeling doesn’t go away 53 years later.”
~ Hoppy Curran, about his Vietnam War comrades 

Online message about fallen Vietnam friend 
reunites comrades for 1st time in 53 years

Curran: ‘It’s like we never left each other’

Methuen’s Ed "Hoppy" 
Curran (right) had an 
emotional reunion with 
fellow Vietnam War veteran 
Keith Disler of Indiana, 
whom he served with, 
last March during a trip to 
Florida. Courtesy photos 

Curran (left) and Disler, are 
pictured here in 1968 in 
Plieku, Vietnam.  See HOPPY, Page 15

Price and availability subject to change by location. ©2021 Edible IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Edible®, 
Edible Arrangements®, and the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.

Shop loveable gifts for 
all the moms in your life.

Finally, 
a gift as 
sweet 
as mom.

Store Address & Number 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

$10
OFF

orders of $60+
Coupon Code: mlif0521

Expiration Date: 05/31/2021

319 Merrimack Street, Unit 4, Methuen, MA 01844
978-688-8117978-688-8117

Ed "Hoppy" 
Curran
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couple of photographs of them together, and 
a shirt and a couple of hats from a fund-rais-
ing road race Curran helps run.

Later, after discovering that they were 
both going to be in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
around the same time, they made plans to 
meet.

They reunited there last March 24 during 
a 12-day trip that Curran made with his 
wife, Ellen. 

The two men, along with their wives, 
talked at a condo the Dislers were staying 
at owned by a friend of Disler’s wife, Rita. 
The five of them – the Currans, the Dislers 
and Rita’s friend, Sue, went out for dinner. 
After the meal, the group returned to the 
condo for more conversation.

The visit was an emotional one that 
began with a big hug, according to Curran.

“We had a nice talk. We talked about 
our time in Vietnam. It’s like we never left 
each other. It was just unbelievable,” Cur-
ran said. “Of course, we’re older looking. 
Thank God we have our health. All of this 
because of Larry.”

“We had a great reunion,” recalled Dis-
ler, who served as a company clerk as a 
Specialist Fourth Class and remembered 
Curran’s good sense of humor and New 
England accent. “Everything worked out. It 
was like it was meant to be.”

The wives – both former teachers – hit 
it off, too, and Ellen told her husband the 
experience was “like we’ve known them all 
our lives.”

As a result of connecting with Disler, 
Curran has re-connected with two other for-
mer soldiers: Keith Delaney of Illinois and 
former Sgt. Don Kolar, who lives in Arizo-
na – two men that Curran had not spoken to 
or seen since he left Vietnam.

“It’s just an amazing story,” he said. “I 
never knew they were alive. I had no clue 
where they were, what they were doing.”

The four men, who hold a special bond of 
having all served in Vietnam, plan to even-
tually reunite together, at a location to be 
determined, after the COVID-19 pandemic 
is over.

“I’m excited about it,” Disler said. “I 
hope it works out.”

Curran, who joined the Army, served in 
Vietnam from August 1967 through August 

1968, during a three-year stint in the mil-
itary. He had met Curry at a processing 
center in Saigon.

Curran, whose cot was located next to 
Curry’s, was charged with cleaning out 
his friend’s belongings after he was killed. 
Among the possessions was a starched 
uniform – Curry had been getting ready to 
go home.

In observation of the 25th anniversary of 
Curry’s death, in 1993, Curran wrote a letter 
to the editor of Curry’s hometown newspa-
per. Curran received cards and letters from 
Curry’s family, thanking him for remember-
ing Larry in the published letter. 

Curran was happy to learn from the 
family that their company commander had 
posthumously awarded Curry the Bronze 
Star medal, which is awarded for heroic or 
meritorious achievement or service.

“When you’re in a war with people, that 
you were there for a year, obviously it’s 
family. We’d take a bullet for each other. It’s 
a rare feeling in life, and that feeling doesn’t 
go away 53 years later,” Curran said.

Curran, who grew up in South Lawrence, 
has done a lot to honor those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam and to help 
his fellow veterans and citizens. He was 
instrumental in creating the Vietnam War 
Memorial in Lawrence’s Bellevue Ceme-
tery in memory of the 18 men from the city 
– including several Curran knew personally 
– in the early 1990s.

A fund-raising committee, which 
includes Methuen resident William Laver-
riere, formed after the dedication of the 
engraved stone, has raised $250,000 in 30 
years for scholarships and other worthy 
causes.

The Lawrence Vietnam Memorial Road 
Race is run by Curran and his wife, along 
with Lawrence Police Lt. Jay Cerullo. The 
couple teams up with Dracut residents Guy 
and Denise Curtis to run an annual cabaret.

“We do it in memory of the 18 men that 
were killed in Vietnam,” Curran said. “We 
don’t want to forget them.”

After working 27 years for the Lawrence 
Department of Public Works, Curran served 
10 years as the Veterans Services Officer at 
City Hall in Methuen. 

“It’s a brotherhood and a sisterhood. I’m 
very fortunate I can do it, and I’ll do it as 

long as I can, as long as I have my health,” 
Curran said of his community efforts.

  Like other veterans, Curran lives with 
the memories of war. But he also believes 
he’s a lucky guy, very fortunate to have 
come out of a war alive. 

“I’m very fortunate to have survived 
Vietnam,” he said. “I don’t like talking 
about things that happened. But when you 
survive the place we were at, survive the 
Tet Offensive – obviously the biggest battle 
of the Vietnam War – living through rocket 
and mortar attacks, as I got older you feel 
more fortunate.”

“I’ve got a beautiful wife, I’ve got two 
beautiful sons, I have a granddaughter,” 
Curran added. “I’ve had a lot of things in 
life (that) Larry and those 18 guys never 
had.”

Hoppy, continued from page 7

Salem 66
Auto Sales • Auto Service

503 Bridge St. Pelham, NH 03076
1/2 mile North (Rt. 38 heading toward Salem) of previous location

Full Service & Repair
State Inspection

603-635-3222 sales & service • 603-635-2574 auto body

www.salem66.com

503 Bridge St., Pelham, NH • 603-635-3222

Auto and Truck Sales & Service

www.salem66.com • Full Service & Repair

We will also 
service your 
classic car

42 years 
in business

Auto Body 
Repair

Monday - Gel Manicure $25 (SAVE $5!)
Tuesday - Free Paraffin with Spa Pedicure $40 (SAVE $10)

Wednesday - 10-Minute Foot Massage with Regular Pedicure (SAVE $10)
Thursday - FREE Eyebrow Wax with Every Mani-Pedi (SAVE $10)

COME PRETTY~LEAVE BEAUTIFUL!

Manicure - Pedicure - Waxing - Facials - Eyelashes

White Lotus Nails & Spa New Owner Christine Cyr Invites You to Enjoy These Promotions

White Lotus Nails & Spa
M-F 9:30am to 7pm; Sat. 9:30am to 6pm; Sun. 10am to 4pm

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen
978-655-4366

Facebook:  White Lotus Nails & Spa ~ Website:  whitelotusmethuen.com

VETERANS EVENTS
*Vietnam Memorial’s 30th anniversary: The Lawrence Vietnam Memorial Com-
mittee will celebrate the anniversary of the dedication of the Lawrence Vietnam 
Memorial, which honors the memory of the 18 young men from Lawrence 
who died in the Vietnam War. The public is welcome to attend. Veterans who 
wish to participate should meet at the maintenance barn on Reservoir Street 
at 10:45am to march as a group up to the memorial. Rain date: May 15. Info: 
(978) 837-0471. 
*Virtual Memorial Day Concert: May 23, 7pm presented by the Veterans Den 
Band (Al and Lauren Gagnon, Ed Hayes, Tom Everson, Ed Murphy and Hoppy 
Curran). Visit OLGCParish.com for the link to watch it.

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

Tel: 978-687-7667 • Cell: 978-423-1743

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

NH Master #4813

95% 
AFUE 

EFFICIENCY

CONDENSING
BOILERS

Larry Curry (right) was Curran’s best friend. 
Curry was killed while on guard duty, just 
two months before his 22nd birthday and 
just one week before he was scheduled to 
leave the country.
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Time stood still this much we can 
say

We waited with hopes of a brand 
new day

A day where life will be at its best
Laughter and friendship were put to the 

test

Time stood still but as we can see
A new day is here make it the best it can 

be
if anything was taught as time stood still

we are made up of a very strong will.

A will to have strength, a will to believe
A will to wait, a will to succeed

We have been through a lot
This we can say
Time stood still

But, no not today!

Drive-thru event
to celebrate YOU!

May is National Older Americans Month. 
This year’s theme is Communities of Strength. 
It’s a time for us to celebrate the strength of 
older adults, with special emphasis on the 
power of connection and engagement in build-
ing strong communities.

To celebrate, we invite you for a special 
drive-through event at the Methuen Senior 
Activity Center on May 6 between 11am and 
2pm. The event will give us a moment to con-

nect with each of you and provide you with 
some valuable programming information as 
well as a small gift just to let you know we’re 
always thinking of you! 

Please call us at (978) 983-8825 for details 
and to set up an appointment time for your 
drive through. We can’t wait to see you!

Reserve your spot
for outside fun!

These activities, which will take place out-
side at the Senior Center, are weather permit-
ting. Reservations are required, so please call 
(978) 983-8825.

May 6: Drive-by at the Methuen Senior 
Activity Center, 11am-2pm.

May 17: Bean Bag Toss, 10am-noon.
May 20 and 24: Bocci on the front lawn, 

10am-noon.
  Please note, we are trying to see as many 

of you as we can so we may have to limit 
your participation so that all who would like 
to participate have the chance to!

Exercise classes
are back!

Exercise programs resume this month. 
Classes are limited to 9 individuals each. Reg-
istration on a first-call, first-served basis and 
$2-per-class payment for the month is paid 
at the first class.  As per COVID-19 protocol, 
pre-screening (including temperature checks) 
is required.  Anyone not feeling well, who has 
traveled out of state or who has been in close 
contact with anyone with COVID-19, is asked 
to quarantine before attending class. Partici-
pants are required to wear a mask and will be 
spaced 6 to 8 feet apart. Participants are asked 
to arrive and depart classes promptly. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

Lineup is: May 10, Gentle Yoga with Pat; 
May 11, Line Dancing with Val; May 12, 
Balance, Bones and Brain with Brian; May 
13, Aeroflex with Pat; and May 14, Yoga with 
Joan. There are 2 sessions each day, at 8:30-
9:15am and 9:30-10:15am.

Helping hands needed
at veterans’ graves

The city seeks volunteers for its annual 
veterans’ flag replacement at various Methuen 

cemeteries. The event takes place May 22, 
9am–-noon. To volunteer, contact the City of 
Methuen Veterans Office at (978) 983-8585.

Stay in the know
via online meetings

Here are some virtual meetings to keep you 
connected. Don’t be intimidated by online 
meetings! Coordinators will help you with 
set-up.

*Loss and Transition: On May 5 at 1pm, 
join Beacon Hospice, in collaboration with the 
Methuen Senior Center, for a monthly online 
bereavement support workshop. The group 
is run using Microsoft Teams (like Skype or 
Zoom with added security for privacy). No 
experience with Microsoft Teams is necessary 
to participate and they will work with you to 
connect either by phone or computer. To reg-
ister, call Lucille Bonanno at (978) 837-3333.

*Elder Law Education: Do you have 
questions about Medicare/Medicaid, health 
care proxies or other probate issues? Join them 
Tuesday, May 18 at 10am for a Zoom infor-
mational. Call the Methuen Senior Activity 
Center at (978) 983-8825 to reserve your place 
and receive Zoom information.

*Legal Check-up: On May 18 at 10am, 
attorney Crosby Elliott will discuss estate 
planning and trusts and share insight on mini-
mizing taxes, avoiding probate, and shielding 
assets from the cost of long-term care. Call the 
Senior Center at (978) 983-8825 to register 
and for Zoom log-in information.

*Increase Strength with Nutrition and 
Exercise: May 19, 10:30am, with dietician 
Leigh Hartwell of Elder Services of the Mer-
rimack Valley. Topics include Protein Sources 
and Function, Determining Individual Protein 
Needs, Vegetarian and Vegan Diets, Exercise 
for Strength Building, and Muscle Mass To 
join on Zoom.com, the meeting ID is 872 
2221 9668 and the passcode is 145815.

The Senior Center is located at 77 Low-
ell St. Hours are Monday through Thurs-
day, 8 am to 4 pm and Friday, 8 am to 
12:30 pm. Staff includes Executive Director 
Corinne LaCharite, Linda, Lynne and Sue. 
To view our entire newsletter, go to www.
cityofmethuen.net and click Senior Center. 
For more information on activities, trips or 
functions, call (978) 983-8825.

This past summer, I ran into Methuen 
Ranger boys cross-country coach Bill James 
and talked to him about high expectations 
for his team in the upcoming season.

Clearly, they were up to the task. The 
Rangers ended their dual meet season with 
an impressive victory over undefeated Low-
ell to clinch their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship. 

Senior Jared Reddy shattered the course 
record and Tyler Sullivan, also a senior, 
broke his wrist just before competition, but 
ran his best race of the year. The team also 
won their second straight MVC meet and 
finished second at the Division 1 Eastern 
MA state meet.

This year, Methuen set a school record 
with 25 consecutive dual meet wins. In 
addition, Methuen took second place in 
the prestigious Manhattan Invitational with 
Reddy winning his race.

The milestones and accolades do not 
stop there. Methuen has won 33 of 34 meets 
dating back to 2006. Their last loss was 
in September 2007. They have had five 
undefeated seasons in the last eight years, 
winning five MVC regular season titles and 
seven MVC Meet titles. 

This year's team has been led by senior 
captains Reddy, Sullivan, Ben Pare, Andrew 
Stamatopulos and Corey Hamel with key 
contributions from Adam Hanley, Mark 
Collier, Jose Ortiz, Joe Ripley, Greg Tes-
sitore, Mike Miranda, Cameron Kelley and 
Ryan Kowal. 

Reddy was named Division 1 Runner of 
the Year while Sullivan, Pare, Stamatopulos 
and Kelley were named MVC All-Confer-
ence. Hamel was chosen an MVC Division 
1 All-Star.

Says James, "Traditionally, our program 
has quietly been one of the top teams in the 
state, and has had an incredible run through 
the MVC since 2002. One thing that we 
have been proud of is the turnover of dif-
ferent and talented runners that has kept our 
program strong in recent years."

James believes that committed students 
make driven athletes: "We've been fortunate 
to get some of the top students and people 
to run for us. We tend to have dedicated and 
motivated student-athletes that want to do 

well in everything that they do. This year's 
group has been together since freshman year 
and love to run." 

"The best moment for me this year was 
the MVC Meet where we displayed true 
talent and determination," explains Reddy. 
"We showed that we were strong enough 
to overcome obstacles. It showed that all 
of the hard work we had invested over the 
years was paying off, and it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Sullivan agrees, "It was one of my best 
races and was a great victory for the team."

Adds Stamatopulos, "Our team was los-
ing at the 2-mile mark, and we all stepped 
up in the last mile to win the meet."

The Rangers are as much about fun times 
as they are about fast times. Says Hamel, 
"We all get along, and enjoy attending 
practices and meets. When the coaches 
first told us that we had a chance to win the 
state championship, we all vowed to stick 
together. This team has been through good 
times and bad times. This keeps us together 
always striving to get better."

James credits assistant coaches Scott 
Ouellet and Kevin 
Alliette.

"They play a huge 
role in the tradition and 
success of our team. 
Coach Ouellet is the 
boys distance coach, so 
he works with our run-
ners all three seasons. 
Coach Alliette coaches 
girls distance, and is 
always around our run-
ners. They both love 

running and put a lot of time and effort into 
helping our motivated runners improve."

The work of these mentors is not lost on 
the runners.

"Great coaching, consistency and com-
mitment helps make us one of the best 
teams in the state," says Pare. "The coaching 
staff does not play favorites, and gives all 
the runners on the team the same amount of 
attention."

The Rangers have posted 12-straight wins 
versus rival Central Catholic and have seven 
wins in eight tries against MVC power 
Lowell. Overall, the squad is 71-6 since 
2002. James has led the squad to six top-
three finishes in Eastern MA Division 1and 
six top-10 finishes in all-state competition.

Beyond the stats, James and his staff 
have given these young men lessons that 
will last a lifetime.

Says Reddy, "This is a group of guys 
who have come together over the past few 
years, and developed lifelong friendships 
held together and driven by shared goals. 
We have shared the toughest losses and the 
biggest wins, enduring the pain together 
through it all."

PMA Power
Just a short jog from Bill James' Ranger 

squad, another Methuen cross-country team 
reached a school milestone. The Presenta-
tion of Mary Academy team coached by 
Brian Martin captured the school's first 
Commonwealth Athletic Conference (CAC) 
title in 12 years. 
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SPORTS BLITZ
By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

Our cross-town & cross-country champs

The Methuen Ranger boys cross-country team clinched their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship and finished second at the Division 1 Eastern MA state meet. 
Shown are the team’s top runners (from left) Andrew Stamatopulos, Ben Pare, Cam Kel-
ley, Tyler Sullivan, Corey Hamel and Jared Reddy.

This year, Methuen set a 
school record with 25 con-
secutive dual meet wins. 
Methuen has won 33 of 34 
meets dating back to 2006. 
They have had five unde-
feated seasons in the last 
eight years, winning five 
MVC regular season titles 
and seven MVC Meet titles.

The Rangers haven’t lost a meet since September 2007.

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287

www.methuenkarate.com

Tiny Tots Ages 3 + 4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruction and
convenient class times for the entire family.

Space is limited, call today!

We’re on a mission to teach children 
respect, concentration and self-con-
trol; to build their confidence and 
self-esteem.  Our school provides 
a safe and fun environment where 
education, anger management, fit-
ness and developing a positive men-
tal outlook are the priorities.  Give a 
child a gift that will make a difference 
this holiday season. Give the gift 
of martial arts instruction.  Holiday 
Gift Certificates and special Holiday 
Classes that fit into a busy parent’s 
schedule are now available.  Call 
today for information on our introduc-
tory Program.  Ask about our special 
Holiday Gift Packages.

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Srtists Please see SPORTS, Page 25

“Christmastime”
A time to share fond memories with loved 

ones.
A time to look back and reflect on Christ-

mases gone by. 
Cherishing the special times with family.
Perhaps, reaching out to call someone 

whom you have not heard from in a long 
time. 

Looking into the eyes of a child and see-
ing the wonderment of what the holiday 

brings. 
Christmastime, a time to reflect upon the 

past and a time to embrace the future.

Merry Christmas to all from all of us 
here at the Senior Activity Center.

Energy workshop
Are you prepared for the winter sea-

son? Have you winterized your home suf-
ficiently enough to experience some cost 
savings this year?

Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

Trivia question: Did you know that 
newly installed energy-efficient windows 
and other products are eligible for govern-
ment tax credits?

Paul Soucy from Environmental Solar 
Systems in Methuen has been a leader in 
the energy field for 30 years specializing 
in solar heat. Come and learn ways to 
save.
 
Quit smoking!

Holy Family Hospital will sponsor an 
eight-week smoking cessation program at 
the center, 77 Lowell St., from Jan. 7 to 
Feb. 25. Participants will meet Thursdays, 
9:30 to 11:30 am. 

• Jan. 7: General welcome and over-
view of next seven weeks.

• Jan. 14: Movie on a person with 
emphysema.

• Jan. 21: Discussion on the effects of 
carbon monoxide.

• Jan. 28: Quit Day.
• Monday, Feb. 1: Extra Support Day 
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Making energy, money & 
your health top priorities

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Se habla Espanol
978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

Anything you say can and will be used against 
you in a court of law.

If you have been arrested, speak to us first.

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.

Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Methuen

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

meeting after quitting.
• Feb. 4: Stress management.
• Feb. 18: Importance of diet and 

exercise.
• Feb. 25: Graduation Day! 
The $30-per-person participation fee 

will be returned upon completion of the 
program. At that time, participants will 
have the opportunity to receive money 
back or donate it to Holy Family Hospital. 
To register, contact Dr. Finders at 1-800-
488-5959.

Stay safe
What is TRIAD? A collaboration 

between the Methuen Senior Cen-
ter, police, fire, Office of the 
Mayor, Essex County sher-
iff and District Attorney's 
Office.

Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month at the Senior Cen-
ter, 77 Lowell St. 

TRIAD is a commu-
nity-safety initiative that 
focuses on empowering, 
educating and improving 
the safety, security and peace 
of mind to the senior population.

Upcoming projects that the Methuen 
TRIAD will be hosting:

• Photo ID Day: Giving seniors a sec-
ondary form of identification.

• Yellow Dot program: Emergency 
responders are alerted to medical informa-
tion inside your car’s glove box.

• File of Life: Magnet-type folder that 
goes on the refrigerator to alert medical 
responders to important medical informa-
tion.

Watch for further dates and details.
Reminder from TRIAD: Don’t forget 

about the "Is Your Number Up?" program. 
This is a house-numbering initiative that 
assists police, fire and EMTs in their effort 
to respond quickly to 911 emergency 
calls.

If you need numbers for your home, 
please stop by the Senior Center where we 
have them available for you.

Consider volunteering today for this 
wonderful program. Help us, help the 
community.

December events
• Day trip: Day 1, to Mohegan Sun and 
Cornerstone Theatre to see “Mistletoed.” 
Reservations required.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing: 
Dec. 5, 7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music 
of New Life.
• Timberlane Band Free Holiday Con-

cert: Dec. 6, 2 pm. Public invited. Come 
and enjoy the sounds of the holiday. 
• Ice Cream Social: Dec. 7, 1 to 3 
pm, sponsored by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell. Music provided by Dick Arse-
nault
• Fuel assistance: Dec. 9, 9 am to noon, 
Linda Soucy of Methuen Arlington Neigh-
borhood will be on hand to help fill out 
applications and give valuable informa-
tion.
• Annual Christmas Open House: Dec. 
10, 9 am. Happy Hearts Choral Group will 
perform Christmas music at 1 pm. Non-
perishable items to be donated to Lazarus 

House. Jewelry sale.
• Foot-care clinic: Dec. 

15, by appointment.
Consultations on elder 
law: Dec. 16, attor-
ney Karol Bisbee 
will hold 15-minute 
consultations free 
of charge. Appoint-
ment is necessary. 
• Tea party: Dec. 
16, 1:30 to 3 pm, 
hosted by and at the 

Methuen Health Reha-
bilitation Center. 480 Jackson 

St. Methuen. For reservations and more 
information, contact, Linda T. at (978) 
686-3906.
• Birthdays of the month: Dec. 17, cel-
ebrated at our daily luncheon at 11:30 am. 
Sign up and be our guest!
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing: 
Dec. 19, 7:30 to 11 pm featuring the music 
of the Mel-Tones.
Tuesday, December 22- 
• Fourth Tuesday: Dec. 22, 10:30 to 
11:30, sponsored by Merrimack Valley 
Hospice. Representatives will talk to any-
one who has suffered a loss and needs a 
shoulder to lean on. 
• Children from St. Monica's will per-
form Dec. 22, 2:15 pm at the senior center. 
Come and enjoy a fun time with us!
• Closed: Dec. 24 to Dec. 28 in obser-
vance of the Christmas holiday.
• New Year’s Eve celebration: Dec. 31. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, followed by 
complete dinner with wine at 7. Danc-
ing 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Music by Fred 
Manzi Trio. Cost per person, $50. Public 
is invited.
 
Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 
Lowell Street. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Staff includes 
Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more informa-
tion on activities, trips or functions, call 
(978) 983-8825.

By Sue Riccio

Drive on through and say hello!

As we approach the month of May and 
beyond, things are looking up! Fourteen 
months have passed us by and we can look 
at each other and say we did it! We held our 
heads up high, we reached out to the commu-
nity, we stood as a family helping those who 
needed to hear a friendly voice and got food 
onto their tables. Mayor Neil Perry secured 
the shots needed to get the community vac-
cinated! As we look toward the future, things 
slowly will start to come together. We will be 
together! 

We would like to take a moment to remem-
ber all those who have passed away during 
these last 14 months. We share in your loss, 
but we also have gratitude that so many have 
been on our life’s journey. They will be forev-
er remembered. 

Time Stood Still
Time stood still during this past year

A pandemic hit which led to fear
Everything we knew came to an end

It will take a lot for the Country to mend.

163 Hampstead St., Methuen, MA
978-686-4075 or 978-686-2162

www.raymondsturkeyfarm.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat.
8am - 5pm

Sun. 8am - 1pm

RAYMOND’S TURKEY FARM

  Also: 
• Nothing added ground turkey- white or dark
• Fresh hand sliced turkey breast 
• Turkey and ham salad
• All natural native turkeys & breasts
• Banquet sized turkey pies
• Homemade sides 

Grilling Check List
  
  

       Delicious Variety  Turkey Burgers
       Combine with 
       Veggies & Fruit-
        Colorful & Healthy 

  Turkey Kabobs

       Any Meal Time 
           Treat

  Turkey Sausages

email: armentaxcpa@gmail.com • web: www.armentaxcpa.com 

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”

10
10 MethuenLife December, 2009

BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11

“Commited 
to Quality

& Dependable
Service”

ARMEN G. DERDERIAN
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Planning
& Preparation
Business & Individual

•Computerized Accounting
•Business Loan Proposals
•Financial Statements
•Small Business Consulting

Tel:978-794-9200 • Fax:978-682-2939 18 Haymeadow Rd

email: armencpa@comcast.net P.O.Box 1049
Methuen, MA 01844

"Committed
to Quality

& Dependable
Service"
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

Tax Planning & Preparation
Businesses & Individuals

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa
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Butlers & Bars throws its own party!
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Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood
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•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

18 Haymeadow Rd., P.O. Box 1049, Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-794-9200 • Fax: 978-682-2939

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”

10
10 MethuenLife December, 2009

BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.
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Merrimack Valley’s Housing Market 
is RED HOT!

As one of Methuen’s hardest working 
Buyer-Seller Agents I can help you get 

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR HOME. 

   I am available 
      Virtually or In-Person
         Cell: 978-857-2690

Email: Michael.Gillespie@Compass.com
IG: Mgillespie03

•Comprehensive Marketing Strategy

•Access to Exclusive Buyers in our System

•Access to our Top Tier Virtual Experience

•Knowledge of the Step-by-Step Selling Process

FREE Home 
Evaluation

Michael Gillespie has
Partnered and Closed over 75 

recent selling transactions.

OFFERING :

204 New Boston Road, Dracut, MA

www.shawfarm.com
Serving All Of Merrimack Valey

978-957-0031

OUR OWN
FRESH ORGANIC
AND TRADITIONAL MILK

Farm Store Hours: Open from 7am till 9pm
Ice Cream Stand Open 7 Days 11am till 9pm

Fresh and local at our store or at your door!

WE OFFER HOME WE OFFER HOME 
DELIVERY to METHUEN!DELIVERY to METHUEN!

• MILK • ICE CREAM • JUICE
    • FARM RAISED MEATS • CHEESES
    • ALFREDO’S HEAT and EAT MEALS

Visit our website for a complete list of products we can deliver to your door.

The Riverside Drive Boat Ramp is now 
open for the season daily from 5am until 
9pm. 

It is located on the Merrimack River, next 
to the site of the former Bea’s Sandwiches.

The city asks that you follow this user 
guideline, updated due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, when using the boat ramp:

• Ramps remain open subject to available 
parking. A ramp will be considered closed if 
all parking is full. Illegally parked cars will 
be ticketed and may be towed.

• All boat ramp and canoe launch users 
shall practice social distancing, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Users should allow 
appropriate space for those utilizing the 
boat ramp or launch and clear the ramp 
when users’ launch is complete.

• Users should ensure they are ready 
to depart quickly from the ramp or dock 
as soon as their boat is put into the water. 
Users not actively launching their boat 

should clear the launch area.
• Upon return to ramp, users should load 

their boat as quickly as safely possible, then 

clear the launch area.
• Use of ramps for organized in-person 

fishing tournaments, derbies or any other 

type of competition should comply with 
the tournament requirements in Workplace 
Safety and Reopening Standards for Busi-
nesses and Other Entities Providing Youth 
and Adult Amateur Sports Activities. All 
events must also comply with any addi-
tional local restrictions. The use of multiple 
bodies of water to appropriately distance 
individuals while competing is strongly 
encouraged.

• It is recommended that virtual/remote 
tournament/derbies continue to be utilized 
to the greatest extent possible including:

••Virtual plan for fish measuring and 
price allocation (includes online registra-
tion, catch entries and awards).

••Virtual weigh-ins or, if in-person, then 
outdoors and maintaining social distancing 
and group size limits.

••Loitering on ramps or in parking areas 
or use of ramps for any activity other than 
launching boats is prohibited. Parking at 
ramps for activities other than launching 
boats is prohibited.

Police officers will routinely patrol the 
area, so please follow all the above rules 
and remember to practice social distancing 
while using the ramp.

In early April, Mike Caron launched his Starcraft from the boat ramp on Riverside Drive. He 
was on his way to pick up his grandson after school and planned to go for a nice ride on a 
beautiful spring day. Mike says he decided to purchase his boat when the City of Methuen 
built the ramp, back in 2016. MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

City boat ramp 
open for season ANCHORS AWAY!ANCHORS AWAY!

Order birth, death certs online
  You can now order copies of  birth, death and marriage certificates online, through the City Clerk's Office. In general, cost is $10 per certificate, plus the .55 cents to mail it to you. 

There are also options for the public to pick up the certificates for free, and to pay by cash, check, money order or credit card.   Go to cityofmethuen.net, under “Departments,” click on 
“City Clerk” then go to the tab marked “Access to Vital Records.”   “Everybody benefits,” City Clerk Jack Wilson told MethuenLife. “It’s so much easier and faster!”

  Unsure whether the certificate you need is on file in Methuen? Call the office before ordering! (978) 983-8515.
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Schedule your tour today to learn more about Saint Michael School 
www.SaintMichael.com/Tour or 978-686-1862

Saint Michael School  •  80 Maple Avenue, North Andover, MA  •  978-686-1862  •  www.SaintMichael.com

What does next year REALLY look like for your child?
We believe children thrive with full in-person learning, where they are in the classroom 

interacting with their teachers and learning together with their peers. 
We have safely offered full in-person learning 5 days a week since September.

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL

NOW REGISTERING 
FOR THE 2021-2022 ACADEMIC YEAR

NURSERY | PRE-K | KINDERGARTEN | GRADES 1-8 When you want 
safe, high quality healthcare – 

look no further.

70 East Street
Methuen, MA 01844
978-687-0151

140 Lincoln Avenue
Haverhill, MA 01830
978-374-2000

www.holyfamilyhospital.org

By John Hadley
MethuenLife Special Contributor

Many of us may have passed by the 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall, located at 
192 Broadway, without ever having set 
foot inside. The unassuming Anglo-Dutch-
style brick exterior of the building, with 
its impressive Italianate bell tower, large 
arched windows and steeply pitched slate 
roof, is rather austere when compared to the 
amazing artistic treasures found inside. If 
you’ve never been inside, you’re missing out 
on enjoying this unforgettable, architectural 
gem and the astounding music performed 
on the world-renowned Great Organ — the 
first concert organ in the United States! The 
organ hall also has the distinction of being 
the only building designed and constructed 
to house a musical instrument. 

Diamond Anniversary
Recital Series

This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of the 1946 acquisition of the music hall 
and the incorporation of Methuen Memorial 
Music Hall Inc. (MMMH) as a nonprofit 
organization that has maintained and pro-
moted the organ and the hall as an educa-
tional and cultural center. This year, the 
MMMH is also celebrating its 75th consecu-
tive MMMH summer recital series. Unfortu-

nately, in these challenging times, in-person 
attendance at the annual Wednesday night 
concerts will not be possible. However, 
despite the ongoing pandemic, the show will 
go on! Concerts will be live-streamed on the 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall’s YouTube 
channel from May 19 to Aug. 25 (see box).

The 2021 Diamond Anniversary Recital 

Series features a lineup of talented organists 
whose musical mastery will fill the hall with 
the unique sound of the Great Organ. The 
musicians are a diverse mix of young and 
old, some with years of performance expe-
rience and others who are upcoming, some 
are local, and others travel a long distance 
for the opportunity to perform in Methuen. 

Greg L’Heureux, Trustee of the MMMH, 
says that this year’s live streaming recital 
series “presents an opportunity for the music 
of the Great Organ to be enjoyed by a much 
broader audience, with people tuning in from 
all over the world.” 

Once the pandemic is behind us, I urge 
you to attend a concert to experience the 
Music Hall in all its grandeur. It is a treat for 
both the eyes and ears. And though you may 
not be a fan of organ music, hearing Bach’s 
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor performed on 
the Great Organ in such an elaborately dec-
orated setting, when all the stops have been 
pulled out and the entire space trembles, is 
truly remarkable.

Now for a brief
history lesson

How did this wonderful organ and organ 
hall end up on the banks of the Spicket River 
in Methuen? A detailed history of how this 
came about could fill a very large book, but 
here is a summary of this fascinating story. 

As the city of Boston grew, the need arose 
for a concert hall worthy of the expanding 
city. The Boston Music Hall Association and 
the Harvard Musical Association organized 
and funded the construction of the Boston 
Music Hall. The new hall, with a seating 

CELEBRATING MUSIC, ART, ARCHITECTURE & HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Stunning Music Hall marks 75th year

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the 1946 acquisition and incorporation of the 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall as a nonprofit educational and cultural center.  Here’s a view 
of Serlo Organ Hall and the Methuen Organ Company factory building, taken from the 
west bank of the Spicket River around 1903. Courtesy photo

See MUSIC HALL, Page 19
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Music Hall, continued from 18

JAYGEES.COM

JAY GEE’S ICE CREAM & FUN CENTER • 602 Lowell St., Methuen, MA • 978-689-0456
HOMEMADE ICE CREAM • 327 South Broadway, Salem, NH • 603-458-1167

JAYGEES.COM

BUY A

Fun Pass Includes: 1 round of mini golf; 1 batting cage token; 1 go kart ride; 

1 bumper car ride; 1 bumper boat ride.

FUN PA
SS

JAYGEES.COM

GET A FREE 
GO KART RIDE!
With this original MethuenLife 
coupon. Not valid with Mobil coupons. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Expires 6/15/21.

FAMILY FUN
FOR EVERYONE!

GO-KARTS • BUMPER CARS • MINI GOLF • BATTING CAGES

FUN ARCADE GAMES  •  HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

   This year marks the 75th Anniversary of 
the 1946 acquisition and incorporation of 
the Music Hall as a nonprofit educational 
and cultural cente. It also mark the 75th 
consecutive year of our summer recital 
series. To mark the diamond anniversary 
of the Music Hall, our 75 recital series will 
feature a lineup of brilliant players who 
will make the Great Organ sparkle.

The Hall will not be open in the foreseeable future to our audiences. 
The 2021 Events and Series will be livestreamed on
www.youtube.com/c/methuenmemorialmusichall

Special Event
Monday, May 10, 7:30 P.M.
   Harp and Organ Concert: Shaylen Joos, Harp; Marshall Joos, Organ

Wednesday Evenings Series at 7:30 P.M
MAY 19 – MICHAEL HEY: In Memory of Richard A. Kenney
MAY 26 - BRIDGETTE WARGOVICH: Sponsored by Christopher Morss
JUNE 2 – SCOTT LAMLEIN: Sponsored by Nashoba Analytical
JUNE 9 – ADAM PAJAN: Sponsored by Campbell Steward
JUNE 16 – JEREMY BRUNS: Sponsored by Law Office of 
                   Arthur T. Broadhurst
JUNE 23 – CATHY MEYER: Willoughby Frederick and 
                    Emma Jacobson Watts Memorial Organ Recital
JUNE 30 – CHRISTOPHER HOULIHAN: Sponsored by Randy Steere

Please note that due to the unique situation this year, all events, 
artists and programs are subject to change without notice.

The Methuen Memorial Music Hall
                        Celebrates 75 Years!!!

capacity of 2,585, was opened to the public 
in 1852. Harvard Musical Association mem-
ber, Dr. Jabez Baxter Upham, insisted that 
the Boston Music Hall should have the finest 
organ in the world. Thanks to his efforts and 
financial generosity, the great organ was 
to be built and a search was undertaken to 
find the world’s most accomplished organ 
makers. 

In 1853, following tours of organ factories 
in New England and New York, Dr. Upham 
traveled to England, Holland, Germany and 
France in his search for the best. After 
extensive deliberation (and a subsequent trip 
to Germany), a decision was finally made 
in 1857 to hire the firm of E.F. Walcker of 
Ludwigsburg, Germany. After a series of 
delays and an increase in the cost of mate-
rials due, in part, to the Civil War, the organ 
was completed five years later in 1862 at a 
cost of almost $1.3 million in today’s dollar. 
The 60-ton organ, shipped from Rotterdam, 
began its journey for Boston on New Year’s 
Day in 1863. Encountering rough seas, the 
journey took much longer than expected and 
it was thought that the ship had sunk. Thank-
fully, it arrived safely in Boston in March.

In addition to the amazingly complex 
organ, is the organ’s remarkable facade (or 
case). The ornate wooden case was designed 
by Massachusetts artist and architect Ham-
matt Billings. In 1860, the contract to con-
struct the case was awarded to the presti-
gious New York City interior design and fine 
furniture making firm of Herter Brothers 

(Incidentally, this was the same firm that 
would later employ E.F. Searles as an inte-
rior decorator and representative). It took 
nearly three years to carve and construct the 
case. The nearly 60-foot-high case, carved in 
American black walnut, features some of the 
finest woodcarving in the world. It is dec-
orated with statues of Saint Cecilia (patron 
saint of music), a bust of J.S Bach, two 
massive telamones (carved male figures that 
serve as architectural supports), caryatids, 
cherubs playing musical instruments, lions, 
decorative garlands, and countless other fig-

ures and details. The case of the organ also 
features decorative English tin organ pipes 
with depictions of singing angels. Some of 
the carvings were made in Germany but most 
were created by German and Italian master 
woodcarvers working in New York. You 
really have to see the organ case for yourself 
to appreciate the creative genius of the artists 
who created it. 

Changing tastes &
an organ transplant

The Great Organ in the Boston Music 
Hall was inaugurated Nov. 2, 1863. For 21 

years, the organ remained in the Boston 
Music Hall. During this time, Bostonians’ 
tastes in music changed and enthusiasm 
for the Great Organ diminished. The Music 
Hall was now home to the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra. As the orchestra grew, it 
required more stage space and in 1883, the 
Boston Music Hall Association voted to 
sell and remove the Great Organ. An indig-
nant Dr. Upham sued the Association to 
prevent the sale but lost his appeal and, as 
he wrote, the organ was “expelled” in 1884 

On Dec. 14, 1978, Methuen Memorial Music Hall and its "Great Organ" were listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. ML file photo

Children’s written ideas were brought to 
life, via a historic and powerful musical 
instrument at Methuen Memorial Music 
Hall in 2019. The event "Your Stories & the 
Great Organ" encouraged kids to write 
for the chance of having their tales told, 
accompanied by professional organist 
Leonardo Ciampa (back). Pictured are 
winning story writers (from left) Oliver 
Gilmore, Emma Cotnoir and Brady Nguyen. 
Courtesy photo

See MUSIC HALL, Page 20
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 Law Office Of RObeRt e. fRawLey

354 MeRRiMack StReet, Suite 330, LawRence, Ma 01843
PhOne 617-523-2929 - fax 617-523-2838

fRawLeyLaw.cOM

We specialize in Worker’s Compensation,
 Motor Vehicle Accidents, Personal Injury, 

and Social Security Disability.

No fees up froNt, ever! We’ll come to you.
se habla español. We also speak arabic.

relocatiNg from bostoN.

Yolla Sabounji Esq.
Over 15 Years 

Experience

Robert E. Frawley Esq.
Over 25 Years 

Experience

Marie Montalvo
Office Manager
Over 20 Years

S a v i n g  e n e r g y  o n e  c u st o m e r  a t  a  t i m e .

  www.FreemanFuelCompany.com

Air Conditioning

Call NOW                           AC tune-up!

Oil Delivery Services
Gas & Plumbing

978-688-0604  5 Lowell St., Methuen, MA 01844

...we also do:

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

We are MORE than just an oil company!
 

MA Plumbing # 15571    NH Plumbing # MBE1400822    Corp. #3771C 

In December 2012, the Methuen Memorial Organ Hall celebrated Christmas with an Open 
House and Christmas Concerts. Several artisans displayed their crafts for sale on tables 
throughout the hall as many people enjoyed the Christmas music played on the Great 
Organ. ML file photo

from the hall. The man who purchased the 
organ had intended to donate the organ to 
the New England Conservatory of Music 
but died before his wish was carried out. 
After 13 years in storage, the organ was 
purchased at auction in 1897. Fortunately 
for us, it was purchased by Methuen’s very 
own multi-millionaire, Edward F. Searles! 
(The life story of E.F. Searles (1841-1920) 
is also fascinating.)

In 1899, Searles set in motion his plans 

to reassemble the Great Organ and provide 
it a worthy new home here in Methuen. He 
chose the site on the banks of the Spicket 
River adjacent to the Methuen Organ 
Company factory for his new Serlo Organ 
Hall. (The organ factory was destroyed 
by fire in 1943 which nearly spread to the 
Organ Hall!) 

Searles commissioned renowned 
English architect Henry Vaughan to design 
the Hall. Included among Vaughan's best-

known works are the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., and three chapels at the 
Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New 
York. He also designed our current City 
Hall! The design, construction and deco-
ration of the Serlo Organ Hall took nearly 
10 years to complete. The organ was used 
only for Mr. Searles' private entertainment 
and the public was not admitted to enter 
the Serlo Organ Hall during his lifetime. 
Like the organ and its case, the interior of 
the hall has to be seen to fully appreciate 
the artistry and master craftsmanship of 
this English Baroque style interior.

Among the many fine details of the 
elaborate gilded interior plasterwork are 
four large busts of the great composers 

including Beethoven, Bach and Mozart. 
The hall was designed with great attention 
to acoustical considerations as well. 

Another feature not to be missed is the 
beautiful Carrara marble sculpture on the 
wall to the left of the organ. The massive 
sculpture, measuring 15 feet wide and 
nearly 9 feet tall, was commissioned by 
E.F. Searles. Italian sculptor, Carlo Nicoli, 
completed the masterpiece in Italy in 1897 
after seven years of work. This too has to 
be seen first-hand!

I am looking forward to the day when 
we can all attend a live concert in the mag-
nificent Methuen Memorial Music Hall. 
Keep up the great work, friends of the 
MMMH!

Music Hall, continued from 19
75th YEAR OF SUMMER RECITALS

To mark the diamond anniversary of Methuen Memorial Music Hall, their 75th 
recital series will feature a wonderful lineup of brilliant players who will make 
the Great Organ sparkle! They are a talented and diverse mix of young and old, 
renowned and upcoming, local and far-away.  Concerts will run Wednesdays, 
7:30pm from May 19 to Aug. 25 and will be live-streamed on the hall’s YouTube 
channel at  www.youtube.com/c/methuenmemorialmusichall.  Recitals are 
FREE, but for anyone who would like to donation to maintaining, repairing 
and preserving the Music Hall, visit mmmh.org/donations or send your gift to 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall, P.O. Box 463, Methuen, MA 01844-0463. Check 
out mmmh.org for photos and information on concerts, scholarships, rentals and 
more.

MethuenLife Advertising works!
For rates, call Sue Whipple, (603) 898-2576
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In 1792, the Mint Act signed by U.S. President George 
Washington brought the first denominations of currency to 
citizens. The one coin I’m specifically talking about is the 
Half Disme (“disme” is an early spelling of “dime”). This 
was technically the first coin minted by the U.S. 

And for us, it is possibly the hardest coin to find. 
Between 2,000 and 3,500 were minted, with an estimated 
10% of them surviving today. One expert said between 
roughly 250 and 400 remain. There wasn’t a lot of silver 
bullion around to mint an immense amount of these coins. 
In fact, there was so little that Washington had to personally 
contribute. There’s a story that George took Martha Wash-
ington’s silverware to make more. There’s no documenta-
tion, but if true, you can see why this coin is so valuable to 
detectorists. 

For almost 100 years, the United States only minted 
half dimes with silver as a denomination of 5 cents. The 
first following the Half Disme was the Flowing Hair Half 
Dime, minted from 1792 to 1795. I’ve seen only between 
5 and 10 found. 

The next coin minted was the Draped Bust Half Dime, 
minted from 1796 to 1805. Again, I’ve seen very few of 
these found. The U.S. didn’t mint any half dimes from 
1806 to 1828. After the lapse, they produced the Capped 
Bust Half Dime from the years 1829 to 1837. The closest 
we’ve come is finding the Capped Bust Dime, minted 
between 1809 and 1837. My dad’s find (pictured here) is in 
almost-perfect condition. It is pretty much the same design 
as the half dime, the only difference is the denomination 
mark saying (5C.) on the bottom beneath the eagle instead 
of the (10C.). 

The final half dime series produced by the U.S. was the 
Seated Half Dime, minted from 1837 to 1873. Like the 
capped bust, we have found different varieties of this coin 
in dime, quarter and half-dollar varieties, but not half dime 
yet. The seated half dime is much more common and I have 
seen 100 found, if not more. 

In 1866, the United States debuted the first nickel, this 
being the Shield Nickel. It was produced in two different 
varieties: a design with rays around the 5 on the reverse and 
another without the rays. These varieties lasted from 1866 
to 1883, and we have found a few of these nickels. They 
are, in my book, somewhat rare. 

Following the Shield, the “V” Nickel was debuted using 
the Roman numeral as the number. The mintage years of 
this coin are 1883 to 1913 and, as we get closer to modern 
society coinage, we find the coins more often. We have 
found between 50 and 100 V Nickels. 

You might be more familiar with the Indian Head or 
Buffalo Nickel, minted from 1913 to 1938. Crazy enough, 
some are still rarely found in circulation. When possible, 
we take them out of circulation to preserve them before 
something happens to them.

The Jefferson Nickel was minted from 1938 to present 
day. Those made between 1942 and 1945 have 35% sil-
ver in their composition due to the need for metals such 
as nickel during the war. As a substitute they used silver, 

along with copper and manganese. Aside from less corro-
sion, you can tell them apart from other nickels by the mint 
mark located above the reverse design, which is an image 
of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. These are also a rarer 
coin to find, as it was produced only for three years. As we 
flow into the coin you see in your pocket almost every day, 
anything from 1946 until now variates designs based on 
historical events. These are the Westward Journey series, 
2004 and 2005, and the Return to Monticello series, 2006 
to present.

Nickels on our machine are a different signal than most 
desirable coins we find. As a dime or quarter usually comes 
up in a range of 80 to 90, the nickel comes up anywhere 
from 50 to 55, making it a more challenging target to locate, 
but fun to find when we do.

I figure the May issue of MethuenLife is a good time to 
inform you about nickels, as we celebrate Cinco de Mayo. 
Drink responsibly everyone!

Methuen father/son treasure hunters Steve and Jon-
athan Stewart were the August 2019 MethuenLife cover 
story. They run YouTube, Facebook and Instagram 
accounts called Mass Metal 
Detecting and have follow-
ers around the globe. They 
love to save history and 
enjoy talking about it. If 
you’d like to invite them to 
your property for a hunt, 
you may be included in a 
future article! Please drop 
them a note via Steve@
MethuenLife.com.

Our reprints make great gifts!
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777  or e-mail  
melissa@methuenlife.com

By Steve &
Jonathan Stewart   

A nickel for your thoughts on all these coins!
METAL DETECTIVES

Open 7 Days a Week!

The largest selection of novelties, fetish items
 & toys in New Hampshire

Lubes, Lotions, Creams & Oils
Lingerie in All Sizes

CBD Oils & Gummy Bears
Bachelorette items and Adult Games

Male/Female Enhancements & Supplements

New Hampshire’s ONLY 
“Real” Adult Superstore! 

314 S. Broadway, Rt. 28 Salem, NH
111 Plaistow Rd., Rt 28 Plaistow, NH

940 US-1 Bypass North Portsmouth, NH
MoonliteReader.com

This capped bust dime was found in Methuen by Steve 
Stewart. It’s the same design as a capped bust half-dime.

The Half Disme is the first coin minted by the United 
States. One sold at auction for almost $2 million! Photos 
by the Stewarts 

Shown are Shield, “V”, Indian (or Buffalo) and Jefferson 
nickels. Always check your pocket change and look for any 
of these collectible coins.
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This past summer, I ran into Methuen 
Ranger boys cross-country coach Bill James 
and talked to him about high expectations 
for his team in the upcoming season.

Clearly, they were up to the task. The 
Rangers ended their dual meet season with 
an impressive victory over undefeated Low-
ell to clinch their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship. 

Senior Jared Reddy shattered the course 
record and Tyler Sullivan, also a senior, 
broke his wrist just before competition, but 
ran his best race of the year. The team also 
won their second straight MVC meet and 
finished second at the Division 1 Eastern 
MA state meet.

This year, Methuen set a school record 
with 25 consecutive dual meet wins. In 
addition, Methuen took second place in 
the prestigious Manhattan Invitational with 
Reddy winning his race.

The milestones and accolades do not 
stop there. Methuen has won 33 of 34 meets 
dating back to 2006. Their last loss was 
in September 2007. They have had five 
undefeated seasons in the last eight years, 
winning five MVC regular season titles and 
seven MVC Meet titles. 

This year's team has been led by senior 
captains Reddy, Sullivan, Ben Pare, Andrew 
Stamatopulos and Corey Hamel with key 
contributions from Adam Hanley, Mark 
Collier, Jose Ortiz, Joe Ripley, Greg Tes-
sitore, Mike Miranda, Cameron Kelley and 
Ryan Kowal. 

Reddy was named Division 1 Runner of 
the Year while Sullivan, Pare, Stamatopulos 
and Kelley were named MVC All-Confer-
ence. Hamel was chosen an MVC Division 
1 All-Star.

Says James, "Traditionally, our program 
has quietly been one of the top teams in the 
state, and has had an incredible run through 
the MVC since 2002. One thing that we 
have been proud of is the turnover of dif-
ferent and talented runners that has kept our 
program strong in recent years."

James believes that committed students 
make driven athletes: "We've been fortunate 
to get some of the top students and people 
to run for us. We tend to have dedicated and 
motivated student-athletes that want to do 

well in everything that they do. This year's 
group has been together since freshman year 
and love to run." 

"The best moment for me this year was 
the MVC Meet where we displayed true 
talent and determination," explains Reddy. 
"We showed that we were strong enough 
to overcome obstacles. It showed that all 
of the hard work we had invested over the 
years was paying off, and it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Sullivan agrees, "It was one of my best 
races and was a great victory for the team."

Adds Stamatopulos, "Our team was los-
ing at the 2-mile mark, and we all stepped 
up in the last mile to win the meet."

The Rangers are as much about fun times 
as they are about fast times. Says Hamel, 
"We all get along, and enjoy attending 
practices and meets. When the coaches 
first told us that we had a chance to win the 
state championship, we all vowed to stick 
together. This team has been through good 
times and bad times. This keeps us together 
always striving to get better."

James credits assistant coaches Scott 
Ouellet and Kevin 
Alliette.

"They play a huge 
role in the tradition and 
success of our team. 
Coach Ouellet is the 
boys distance coach, so 
he works with our run-
ners all three seasons. 
Coach Alliette coaches 
girls distance, and is 
always around our run-
ners. They both love 

running and put a lot of time and effort into 
helping our motivated runners improve."

The work of these mentors is not lost on 
the runners.

"Great coaching, consistency and com-
mitment helps make us one of the best 
teams in the state," says Pare. "The coaching 
staff does not play favorites, and gives all 
the runners on the team the same amount of 
attention."

The Rangers have posted 12-straight wins 
versus rival Central Catholic and have seven 
wins in eight tries against MVC power 
Lowell. Overall, the squad is 71-6 since 
2002. James has led the squad to six top-
three finishes in Eastern MA Division 1and 
six top-10 finishes in all-state competition.

Beyond the stats, James and his staff 
have given these young men lessons that 
will last a lifetime.

Says Reddy, "This is a group of guys 
who have come together over the past few 
years, and developed lifelong friendships 
held together and driven by shared goals. 
We have shared the toughest losses and the 
biggest wins, enduring the pain together 
through it all."

PMA Power
Just a short jog from Bill James' Ranger 

squad, another Methuen cross-country team 
reached a school milestone. The Presenta-
tion of Mary Academy team coached by 
Brian Martin captured the school's first 
Commonwealth Athletic Conference (CAC) 
title in 12 years. 

24
24 MethuenLife December, 2009

B
lack

SPORTS BLITZ
By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

Our cross-town & cross-country champs

The Methuen Ranger boys cross-country team clinched their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship and finished second at the Division 1 Eastern MA state meet. 
Shown are the team’s top runners (from left) Andrew Stamatopulos, Ben Pare, Cam Kel-
ley, Tyler Sullivan, Corey Hamel and Jared Reddy.

This year, Methuen set a 
school record with 25 con-
secutive dual meet wins. 
Methuen has won 33 of 34 
meets dating back to 2006. 
They have had five unde-
feated seasons in the last 
eight years, winning five 
MVC regular season titles 
and seven MVC Meet titles.

The Rangers haven’t lost a meet since September 2007.

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287

www.methuenkarate.com

Tiny Tots Ages 3 + 4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruction and
convenient class times for the entire family.

Space is limited, call today!

We’re on a mission to teach children 
respect, concentration and self-con-
trol; to build their confidence and 
self-esteem.  Our school provides 
a safe and fun environment where 
education, anger management, fit-
ness and developing a positive men-
tal outlook are the priorities.  Give a 
child a gift that will make a difference 
this holiday season. Give the gift 
of martial arts instruction.  Holiday 
Gift Certificates and special Holiday 
Classes that fit into a busy parent’s 
schedule are now available.  Call 
today for information on our introduc-
tory Program.  Ask about our special 
Holiday Gift Packages.

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Srtists Please see SPORTS, Page 25

“Christmastime”
A time to share fond memories with loved 

ones.
A time to look back and reflect on Christ-

mases gone by. 
Cherishing the special times with family.
Perhaps, reaching out to call someone 

whom you have not heard from in a long 
time.

Looking into the eyes of a child and see-
ing the wonderment of what the holiday 

brings.
Christmastime, a time to reflect upon the 

past and a time to embrace the future.

Merry Christmas to all from all of us 
here at the Senior Activity Center.

Energy workshop
Are you prepared for the winter sea-

son? Have you winterized your home suf-
ficiently enough to experience some cost 
savings this year?

Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

Trivia question: Did you know that 
newly installed energy-efficient windows 
and other products are eligible for govern-
ment tax credits?

Paul Soucy from Environmental Solar 
Systems in Methuen has been a leader in 
the energy field for 30 years specializing 
in solar heat. Come and learn ways to 
save.

Quit smoking!
Holy Family Hospital will sponsor an 

eight-week smoking cessation program at 
the center, 77 Lowell St., from Jan. 7 to 
Feb. 25. Participants will meet Thursdays, 
9:30 to 11:30 am. 

• Jan. 7: General welcome and over-
view of next seven weeks.

• Jan. 14: Movie on a person with 
emphysema.

• Jan. 21: Discussion on the effects of 
carbon monoxide.

• Jan. 28: Quit Day.
• Monday, Feb. 1: Extra Support Day 
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Making energy, money & 
your health top priorities

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Se habla Espanol
978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

Anything you say can and will be used against 
you in a court of law.

If you have been arrested, speak to us first.

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.

Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Methuen

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

meeting after quitting.
• Feb. 4: Stress management.
• Feb. 18: Importance of diet and 

exercise.
• Feb. 25: Graduation Day! 
The $30-per-person participation fee 

will be returned upon completion of the 
program. At that time, participants will 
have the opportunity to receive money 
back or donate it to Holy Family Hospital. 
To register, contact Dr. Finders at 1-800-
488-5959.

Stay safe
What is TRIAD? A collaboration 

between the Methuen Senior Cen-
ter, police, fire, Office of the 
Mayor, Essex County sher-
iff and District Attorney's 
Office.

Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month at the Senior Cen-
ter, 77 Lowell St. 

TRIAD is a commu-
nity-safety initiative that 
focuses on empowering, 
educating and improving 
the safety, security and peace 
of mind to the senior population.

Upcoming projects that the Methuen 
TRIAD will be hosting:

• Photo ID Day: Giving seniors a sec-
ondary form of identification.

• Yellow Dot program: Emergency 
responders are alerted to medical informa-
tion inside your car’s glove box.

• File of Life: Magnet-type folder that 
goes on the refrigerator to alert medical 
responders to important medical informa-
tion.

Watch for further dates and details.
Reminder from TRIAD: Don’t forget 

about the "Is Your Number Up?" program. 
This is a house-numbering initiative that 
assists police, fire and EMTs in their effort 
to respond quickly to 911 emergency 
calls.

If you need numbers for your home, 
please stop by the Senior Center where we 
have them available for you.

Consider volunteering today for this 
wonderful program. Help us, help the 
community.

December events
• Day trip: Day 1, to Mohegan Sun and 
Cornerstone Theatre to see “Mistletoed.” 
Reservations required.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 5, 7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music 
of New Life.
• Timberlane Band Free Holiday Con-

cert: Dec. 6, 2 pm. Public invited. Come 
and enjoy the sounds of the holiday. 
• Ice Cream Social: Dec. 7, 1 to 3 
pm, sponsored by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell. Music provided by Dick Arse-
nault
• Fuel assistance: Dec. 9, 9 am to noon, 
Linda Soucy of Methuen Arlington Neigh-
borhood will be on hand to help fill out 
applications and give valuable informa-
tion.
• Annual Christmas Open House: Dec. 
10, 9 am. Happy Hearts Choral Group will 
perform Christmas music at 1 pm. Non-
perishable items to be donated to Lazarus 

House. Jewelry sale.
• Foot-care clinic: Dec. 

15, by appointment.
Consultations on elder 
law: Dec. 16, attor-
ney Karol Bisbee 
will hold 15-minute 
consultations free 
of charge. Appoint-
ment is necessary.
• Tea party: Dec. 
16, 1:30 to 3 pm, 
hosted by and at the 

Methuen Health Reha-
bilitation Center. 480 Jackson 

St. Methuen. For reservations and more 
information, contact, Linda T. at (978) 
686-3906.
• Birthdays of the month: Dec. 17, cel-
ebrated at our daily luncheon at 11:30 am. 
Sign up and be our guest!
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 19, 7:30 to 11 pm featuring the music 
of the Mel-Tones.
Tuesday, December 22- 
• Fourth Tuesday: Dec. 22, 10:30 to 
11:30, sponsored by Merrimack Valley 
Hospice. Representatives will talk to any-
one who has suffered a loss and needs a 
shoulder to lean on. 
• Children from St. Monica's will per-
form Dec. 22, 2:15 pm at the senior center. 
Come and enjoy a fun time with us!
• Closed: Dec. 24 to Dec. 28 in obser-
vance of the Christmas holiday.
• New Year’s Eve celebration: Dec. 31. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, followed by 
complete dinner with wine at 7. Danc-
ing 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Music by Fred 
Manzi Trio. Cost per person, $50. Public 
is invited.

Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 
Lowell Street. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Staff includes 
Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more informa-
tion on activities, trips or functions, call 
(978) 983-8825.

Dr. ‘Fitzy’ makes house call to Wrestling Hall of Fame

See SPORTS, Page 16

Manzi Bonanno & Bowers

MBB
Hon. Mary McCauley Manzi (Ret.)
Vincent C. Manzi, Jr.

Maria Bonanno
James M. Bowers

including Conciliation and Mediation
Phone: 978.686.9000 280 Merrimack Street, Suite B, Methuen, MA 01844 Fax: 978-794-9628

Specializing in Commercial and Residential Real Estate
Civil and Criminal Litigation, Family Law,

including Conciliation and Mediation
978.686.9000 280 Merrimack Street, Suite B, Methuen, MA 01844 978-794-9628

A T T O R N E Y S    A T    L A WSpecializing in Commercial and Residential Real Estate

Manzi Bonanno & Bowers
A T T O R N E Y S    A T    L A W

B
• Electric and Acoustic Guitars
• New and Used Amps
• Basses, Mandolins and Banjos
• New and Pre-Owned

Authorized dealer for

4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square, 
across from the Clock Tower

978-682-9630
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Drum and 
Saxophone 

Lessons!

Carrying on the tradition of his legend-
ary father, Methuen's Dr. Bob Fitzgerald 
Jr. was inducted into the New England 
Wrestling Hall of Fame on March 2. The 
former Methuen High School wrestling 
coach played football and wrestled for 
Boston College after a stellar sports career 
at Central Catholic. A lifelong educator 
and coach, he is currently the principal at 
Dracut's Lakeview Junior High School.

"It meant a great deal to me to be hon-
ored by my peers," says the 50-year-old 
Fitzgerald. "I grew up around this sport so 
to end up at the pinnacle of it is a tremen-
dous feeling. It permanently recognizes my 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
sport of wrestling."

The man they call "Fitzy" waxes nos-
talgically on this momentous occasion. "I 
think back to when I started wrestling at the 
Lawrence YMCA. There was a great tradi-

New England Wrestling Hall of Fame in-
ductee Bob Fitzgerald Jr. (left) and his son 
Robert III of Methuen. Courtesy photo

tion there, and I'm glad I was able to carry 
it on. I am also extremely proud to carry on 
my father's legacy."

Bob Sr.'s impressive resume included 
stops at Malden Catholic, Lawrence High 
School and Greater Lawrence Tech. The 
elder Fitzgerald also coached basketball 
and baseball in the region, and founded the 
Lawrence High School wrestling program. 
Fitzgerald Sr. passed away in 1998 at the 
age of 65.

“My dad would have been very, very 
proud," says Bob Jr. "I can remember him 
bringing me to tournaments at the old Bos-
ton Union YMCA located in the combat 
zone. He would cover my eyes walking to 
and from the car. He made me. I still have a 
real hard time with him not being here, but 
I am sure he is smiling up above." 

Fitzgerald Jr. was a tremendous wres-
tling coach at Methuen High School. In 
15 years on Ranger Road (1986-2001), his 
teams won countless matches, league and 
state honors. Along the way, he produced 
nationally recognized wrestlers like Sean 

In their inaugural season, the Methuen/Tewksbury Red Rangers had an outstanding run 
that went all the way to the Division 2 semifinals. Courtesy photo

Kiley, Dan Alicea, Rob Niceforo and Sean 
Milovanovic. 

Overall, Fitzgerald Jr. produced 12 state 
champions, two New England champions 
and three High School All-Americans while 
at Methuen. He relates, "There are the great 
matches and championship teams, but I tend 
to remember the daily practices, getting to 
know the wrestlers, and having to bring the 
kids down the YMCA to sweat off the last 
couple of pounds. 

"The majority of my best friends are 
directly tied to wrestling. I thank the sport 
for that. I coached in the Golden Age of 
wrestling in the MVC and competed against 
the best."

The newly minted Hall of Famer sees 
the value in all of the time and sweat. He 
relates, "I was a fanatic about condition-
ing, demanding workouts, and cutting-edge 
techniques. I wanted to make sure that, as 
both a wrestler and a coach, everything had 
been done to put us in a position to be suc-
cessful.

"My goal was that wrestling would help 

my athletes develop character and habits 
that would make them better people. Many 
of my wrestlers were the first in their family 
to graduate from high school and to go to 
college. That is my biggest accomplishment 
by far."

Roaring Rangers
The inaugural season of girls hockey at 

Methuen High School was an unmitigat-
ed success. The Methuen/Tewksbury Red 
Rangers, a first-year co-op team between 
the two schools, posted an 11-8-3 record, 
losing to Duxbury in the Division 2 semi-
finals. 

The team played in the Merrimack Val-
ley/Dual County small division and had to 
post late-season wins versus Waltham and 
Concord-Carlisle just to get into the State 
Tournament. 

Head coach Kim Bruff reflects on the 
watershed season: "Our first few weeks of 
practice were tough because we had such 
a diverse range of talent. Surprisingly, we 
won or tied our first five games. As the 
middle of the season approached, we played 
some really tough teams: Acton-Boxboro, 
Billerica, Lincoln-Sudbury, Andover and 
Westford Academy. That was a wake-up 
call. The girls proved that they were ready 
to play."

It is hard enough for a coach to build 
chemistry when all the players are from the 
same city. Mixing two communities brought 
some extra challenges. Says Bruff, "Most 
of the girls on our team did not know each 
other prior to the season. 

"The older, more experienced girls took 
the younger girls under their wings and our 
captains (Taylor Lirakis and Hayley Suther-
land) did a great job helping develop team 
chemistry through events like spaghetti 
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BUILDING CHARACTER An architectural view of our community

Church was blessed by many faiths 
through the years

By Denis 
Webster-Greene

A rather non-descript building is perched 
above the hustle and the bustle of Methuen 
Square. Reigning high upon its vantage 
point, her faded glory is exposed as a re-
sult of the recent demolition of the Tenney 
house (later known as Sunbridge Nursing 
Home) which formerly resided on the cor-
ner of Pleasant and Broadway. Though in 
need of a little sprucing and a creative eye 
to enhance the bones of this lovely Greek 
revival-style building, the façade -- as it 
exists today -- disguises its former divine 
purpose.

In 1824, Methuen boasted more than a 
few houses of worship. Churches, as they 
are known today, were the backbone of 
the community then and served as meeting 
houses for all of the important decisions of 
the day. Methuen's original meeting house, 
in the mid 1700s, was located on Daddy 
Frye's Hill and later relocated to Pleasant 
Street to be part of the pulse of the commu-
nity which followed the flow of the Spicket 
River. In 1824 the building at 2 Pleasant 
Street, as a house of worship, was erected 
"just down the road a piece" from First 
Church Congregational.

Interestingly enough, despite the exist-
ing options for worship, a group formed to 
develop their own method of congregating. 
The First Universalist Society of Methuen 
was the first and only church of its doctrine 
in Methuen. Founded by cornerstones of the 
community such as the families of Bodwell, 
Howe, Russell and other Methuen founding 
family members, the group started meet-
ing in a school house and later in Wilson 
Hall on Hampshire Street. In 1824, land 
was purchased on Pleasant Street and the 
society began its presence as the First Uni-
versalist Society of Methuen. It's important 
to point out that families were obligated to 
financially support their church or parish. 
Their taxation allowed a vote for all of the 
decisions that were made within the com-
munity. The extent of excessive financial 
support created a "pecking order" which, of 
course, also helped the rank-and-file of pew 
placement and the luxury of front-row seats, 
so to speak. The founding families that de-
cided to branch off were also obligated to 
their original church's financial obligations, 
at least until a state law was later passed 
in the Commonwealth in 1833, known as 
disestablishmentarianism, which gave them 
the freedom to change their religious al-
legiance without financial servitude to the 
original church.

In 1836, the First Universalist Church of 
Methuen received an infusion of very gen-
erous support from Mrs. Charles H. Tenney 
(Fannie Gleason), when she donated a large 
sum of money which was used to renovate 

U N I V E R S A L I S T  C H U R C H 
Located at 2 Pleasant St., near Methuen Square, 
the First Universalist Society (built in 1824) housed 
many devoted communities through the years in-
cluding Bethel Armenian Congregational Church, 
Mount Ararat Armenian Church and the Spiritualist 
Church. Courtesy photo

S I T E  T O D A Y 
And here’s the site today.

Located at 2 Pleasant St., near Methuen Square, the First Universalist Society (built in 1824) 
housed many devoted communities through the years including Bethel Armenian Con-
gregational Church, Mount Ararat Armenian Church and the Spiritualist Church. Courtesy 
photo

the church building. Her generosity prompt-
ed the members of the church to rename the 
society the Gleason Memorial Universalist 
Church, in honor of Mrs. Tenney's parents. 
Records also indicate that Mrs. Tenney do-
nated an additional $10,000 in 1920, which 
went a long way to keep the church viable 
in town. In 1934, the church disbanded and 
the building was later sold to the Bethel 
Armenian Congregational Church in 1945. 
That church later merged with Mount Ararat 
Armenian Church in 1965, which continues 
to thrive in Salem, N.H., today.

Despite the building's numerous resur-
rections as a house of worship, in the 1970s 
the abandoned and derelict building was 
purchased by Maurice Martino. His vision 
for the building revealed, as the newspaper 
at the time was quoted as saying, "… as 
turning the House of God into a house of 
men …" The building was turned into four 
one-bedroom apartments. The building as it 
stands today is still an apartment building. 
A recent conversation with the Methuen 
Historical Society in-house Historian and 
Vice President Joe Bella reveals that he 
recalls the sale of the church building and 
says, "The lot was completely overgrown 
and neglected," He goes on to say, "Before 
being completely abandoned, it was used 
for other purposes in between."

With a little research it is discovered 
that it was in fact utilized for the Spiritual-
ist Church and also as a "Sunflower Club" 

whose insignia was the sunflower and its 
purpose loosely quoted as being "… As the 
sunflower turns its face to the light of the 
sun, so Spiritualism turns the face of hu-
manity to the light of the truth …"

The faded blue building, stripped of 
its glorious frieze work, large beckoning 
steeple and gutted of its magnificent alter 
and podium, continues to give shelter and 
maintains the sentinel stature above the 
hustle and the bustle of Methuen Square. 

Denis Webster-Greene is president of the 
Methuen Historical Society. If you have 
an interesting property to be considered 
for a future column, please contact him at 
deniswebstergreene@yahoo.com.

NOTICE
CITY OF METHUEN

2013 Spring Leaf Collection/Yard Waste Program 

 The Department of Public Works will begin
the Spring Leaf/Yard Waste Collection on April 1
thru Friday, May 10, 2013. Leaf Collection/Yard
Waste pickup will follow your recycling schedule
and will be picked up only that day.
 (The week of April 1 is a “B” week.)

 Residents are required to put leaves/yard
waste in paper bags, or they can be put in
garbage cans clearly marked yard waste.

 Residents may also drop off their leaves/yard
waste from 7:30am to 3pm Monday thru Friday and
saturday 8am to noon at the Transfer Station,
located at 36 Huntington, Avenue.

For more information please call the DPW office
at 978-983-8545.

In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the 
place to be!

Pop Warner returns with health-&-safety game plan

OPEN 6:30 am - 11:30 am • (978) 683-0920

Al’s Family 
Diner

500 Merrimack Street, Methuen
Breakfasts Served Up 7 Days a Week

Now THIS Is The Way 
To Start Your Day!

Celebrating 28 Years Of Fabulous Breakfasts

How about our 
Famous 3-Egg 
Omelets with 

Scrumptious Home 
Fries and Grilled 
English Muffin.

Huge Fluffy Pancakes 
topped with Strawberries 

and Whipped Cream.

The Barnyard is a 
meal and a half! 
Eggs, Cheese, 

Bacon, Ham and 
Sausage on Fresh 

Italian Bread.

Methuen Pop Warner is scheduled for a 
triumphant return with practices set to begin 
in August. The program was completely 
cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19. 

Under the leadership of President Cheryl 
Harvey and an entirely new Board of Direc-
tors, online registration is available on the 
Methuen Pop Warner Facebook page and at 
methuenpopwarner.org, a newly designed 
league website.  

“Our decision to return to play this fall 
was an easy one,” says Harvey. “The kids 
need sports. They need to be outside and 
be with their peers. We are adapting to the 
COVID guidelines to keep our kids and 
families safe and healthy. That is a priority.”

Harvey states that the league will strictly 
follow all state, city, National Pop Warner, 
and Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
rules and protocols as the program returns. 
Concessions and spectators are issues still 
to be decided. 

Says Harvey, “We bring in a lot of 
money from concessions, and we are still 
unsure if they will be allowed. Whether we 
will be able to have fans is still up in the 
air. We at least hope to be able to emulate 
the Methuen High School football protocols 
and allow parents to attend.

“COVID is still here, but we are learning 
all the protocols and precautions we have 
to take to get there. Things may look a little 
different, but our goal is to get these kids 
back to a somewhat normal routine.”

The plan is to have all levels of the pro-
gram back in action. Methuen Pop Warner 
ranges from U6 to U14 in both football and 

cheerleading. Harvey relates, “We are hop-
ing to start our normal season August 1 and 
hold at least 4 practices a week. All of that 
is still being finalized. We are still looking 
for people to coach our 5- and 6-year-old 
football team if anyone is interested.”

Harvey addresses the reaction of both 
parents and players: “I think parents are 
concerned, but very excited that we are 
going to play again. We will do everything 
possible to keep their kids safe. 

“As for the kids themselves, they can't 
wait to play. Some of them have even 
reached out via Facebook or text messages. 
I see a lot of the kids around town, and they 
always stop and ask when we are starting.” 

Harvey’s daughter Kayli is an MHS 
varsity cheerleader who will be coaching 
the F Team Pop Warner cheerleaders this 
fall. Her daughter Emma is a Pop Warner 
cheerleader, and son Danny plays football 
in the program. 

“We are looking forward to kicking 
off this season and have some big things 
happening this year,” says Harvey, who 
has been involved in Methuen Pop Warner 
since 2016. “We are excited to bring all our 
new ideas to life.” 

John Molori is an author, columnist, 
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook:  John 
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. Email 
molorimedia@gmail.com.

The 2019 Methuen Pop Warner National League Champions, Eastern MA runners-up. 

This is the 2019 U14 team that went to Disney and finished in first place in the Nationals.

JOIN POP WARNER
Methuen Pop Warner ranges 

from U6 to U14 in both football 
and cheerleading. Online registra-
tion is available on the Methuen 
Pop Warner Facebook page and at 
methuenpopwarner.org. Practices 
are set to begin Aug. 1.
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        NOTICE        NOTICE
   METHUEN CITY-WIDE SWEEP
   Commencing on Thursday, April 1, 2021, the City of 
Methuen, Department of Public Works, will start to sweep 
all roadways. You can help by sweeping your sidewalk de-
bris into the gutter line. (Please do not make piles).

   Below is the street sweeping schedule for the City of 
Methuen. Also, please note, this work is subject to weather. 
During days of rain or inclement weather street sweeping 
will not occur, and the work will be delayed for those days. 
    

WEEK OF LOCATION

April 1st Precincts 1
April 5th Precincts 1, 2 & 10
April 12th Precincts 10 & 7
April 19th  Precincts 7 & 5
April 26th Precincts 5 & 3 
May 3rd   Precincts 6 & 12
May 10th Precincts 12 & 4
May 17th Precincts 4, 9, & 11
May 24th Precincts 11 & 8

      PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT STREET SWEEPING IS DEPENDENT ON     
       WEATHER AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Thank you
Partick L. Bower, P.E. Director of Public Works

Celebrating 29 Years as the Law Firm 
the Merrimack Valley Trusts

ARTHUR J. BROADHURST, ESQ.
MERRIMACKVALLEYLAW.COM

45 Osgood St., Methuen - 978-327-5128 (p) 978-327-5144 (f)

•Criminal Defense
•Personal Injury
•Real Estate

By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

When Brianna McCarthy, 30, passed 
away April 15, the entire city of Methuen 
felt the pain and loss. The daughter of 
retired Methuen Fire Department Lt. Brian 
McCarthy and his wife Barbara, Brianna 
was a skilled and popular teacher and coach 
at Methuen High School. 

She graduated from Phillips Acade-
my Andover, Union College and Ameri-
can International College, and shared her 
knowledge and intellect as an English 
teacher and assistant girls’ varsity hockey 
coach at MHS. She was also the school’s 
freshman class advisor. 

Brianna was a giving soul, remembered 
as a caring, dedicated, positive and moti-
vating. Those who knew Brianna remember 
her love of sports, her friendship, love of 
life, and enthusiastic personality. 

“Brianna was the teacher who made 
every student feel special,” says MHS 
Principal Rich Barden, a former standout 
hoopster on Ranger Road. “When a student 
was having a tough time, Brianna, with her 
quick wit, was always there to brighten 
their day. She took great joy in guiding 
students to reach their full potential. Brian-
na will be remembered for her dedication, 
kindness, loyalty, compassion, and desire 
to give back.”

English Department Chair Lisa Golobski 
Twomey, a former MHS all-star athlete, 
agrees stating, “Many students remarked 
that they felt comfortable in Brianna's class-
room as she cultivated a safe and inclusive 
learning environment. To Brianna, teaching 
was more than a vocation and her students 
could sense her genuine interest in them. 
Whether leading the team, serving as fresh-
man class advisor, or collaborating with 
her colleagues, Brianna fostered a sense of 
teamwork and family.”

Family was a huge part of Brianna’s life 
as she enjoyed spending time with her par-
ents, younger sister Bridget, aunts, uncles 
and cousins. The Methuen/Tewksbury Red 
Rangers hockey team was also part of her 
family. Head coach Sarah Oteri discusses 

the impact that Brianna had on this champi-
onship level program. 

“As a coach, she shared her joy for 
the game, our program, and our ath-
letes by demanding their very best, but 
doing so with kindness and humor. She 
was so well-respected because you knew 
she was always giving her very best,” she 
said. “Brianna was exceptionally kind and 
thoughtful. All of her students and col-
leagues knew her as a genuine, sincere 
person. Brianna made everyone around her 
better.”    

This concept of leaving a situation better 
than she found it seems to be intrinsically 
woven into the fabric of Brianna’s life. 

“Her positivity was infectious,” relates 
Barden. “She was a role model for all as 
she led by example. Brianna's ability to 
bring out the best in others, especially her 
students, will not be forgotten.”

In speaking with those close to Brianna, 
the ideal of leadership came to the forefront. 
Golobski Twomey talks about her willing-
ness to take on new roles at work: “A few 
years ago, the (English) department consid-
ered integrating some new digital resources 
in the curriculum. Brianna took the lead and 
became the resident expert, regularly shar-
ing her knowledge and experiences with 
her colleagues. She has touched thousands 
of lives, and her impact will be everlasting. 
Her colleagues and students will continue 
to be inspired by her memory.” 

Indeed, Brianna not only led and inspired 
student-athletes, but also did the same for 
her colleagues. Says Oteri, “As English 
teachers, we collaborated to make sure 
all students were receiving the best edu-
cation every day. Her friends and col-
leagues could go to her for feedback, advice 
or just to share a laugh.”

Brianna’s untimely passing leaves such 
sadness, but the impact of her life leaves an 
even greater positive influence. Oteri puts 
this influence into perspective: “Her legacy 
will be her dedication, love for Methuen, 
and her ability to be all-in. 

“Brianna loved being a Methuen teacher, 
coach and advisor. She always thought the 
best of everyone, and I know every person 

Brianna McCarthy (center) was a beloved teacher and coach at MHS. She is pictured 
center here with head girls' hockey coach Sarah Oteri and assistant coach Dave O'Hearn. 
Courtesy photo

Departed coach enjoyed sharing 
her love of the game

she touched will strive to live up to the way 
Brianna thought of them. Although she 
is no longer with us, her enthusiasm and 

dedication will live on through her family, 
friends, colleagues, students and athletes.”
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978-682-9563 255 Merrimack Street, Methuen
Across from Saint Lucy’s Church

Great Prices.  Friendly Service. Expert Advice. 112 Growing Years!!

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com Check website for CSA Program

Pleasant Valley Gardens

This is the perfect time to 
plant a vegetable garden.
We have soil, plants and 

expert advice....

New hours start Sunday, May 2. 
Sundays 9 to 4, Monday - Saturday 8:30 to 6. 

The week of May 24th - 28th, 
Monday - Friday, we will be open until 7 PM.

Now Offering A Large Variety of Shrubs!!

By Darrell Halen
MethuenLife Writer

Eight years ago, after being trained as a 
Red Cross volunteer, Methuen resident Mark 
Holden was called to respond to the Boston 
Marathon bombings.

The 2013 incident, which killed three peo-
ple and injured hundreds of others, was one 
of Holden’s first calls.

“From there, I fell in love with all the 
different things the Red Cross does,” he 
recalled.

Over the years, he has responded to other 
disasters big and small, many of them home 
fires, where Holden helps victims get on their 
feet, provides nourishment to firefighters 
battling blazes, and lends a sympathetic ear 
to those who’ve just been hit with a severe 
life-shattering event.

For him, helping others has been a reward-
ing experience.

“Unfortunately you’re meeting someone 
… and it’s the worst time of their life,” said 
Holden, a volunteer supervisor. “I’m able to 
help them right away and take the steps to 
get them back to a normal life. We try to give 
comfort.”

The Lawrence-based Northeastern Massa-
chusetts Chapter of the American Red Cross, 
which serves a population of more than 
1.2 million people in Essex and Middlesex 
counties, would like to find more people like 
Holden. 

They are welcoming people who are inter-
ested in applying to serve as disaster volun-
teers, including Methuen residents. 

“They need to have good communication 

skills, be able to listen,” said Kyle McWil-
liam-Lopez, the chapter’s executive director, 
who added that volunteers should have a 
desire to help people in emergency situations. 
“One of the biggest qualities I think of when 
it comes to Red Cross volunteers is that 
they’re compassionate people.” 

In its last fiscal year, the chapter respond-
ed to 160 home fires and supported more 
than 500 families and on average annually 
gives out $200,000 in assistance to fire-vic-
tim families, according to McWilliam-Lopez.

Volunteers at the scene provide immediate 
assistance to fire victims, known as clients, 
and open up a case. 

One of the organization’s most important 
tasks is to provide victims with shelter.  

“(We) give them a place to stay in the 
immediate aftermath of what is the worst 
thing that’s probably happened to them in 
their life,” McWilliam-Lopez said. “Did they 
lose their medications in the fire? We can 
help with that sort of thing. Did they lose 
their keys to their car? Do they need help 
with transportation? Do they expect to need 
furniture? One of the biggest concerns is 
obviously the housing piece, trying to figure 
out the next step for housing.”

Other disasters that volunteers can be 
called to respond to include hurricanes, 
tornadoes, ice storms, hazardous materials 
spills, floods, pipe bursts, and gas explosions 
– four shelters were set up after the 2018 
Columbia Gas explosions caused dozens of 
fires and forced thousands of people to aban-
don their homes.

“We are always looking for volunteers 
because disaster never stops,” said Deb Dux-

bury, the chapter’s disaster program manager, 
who is responsible for 59 towns and cities.

Volunteers can apply online (redcross.
org), must pass a pass background check 
and watch four online classes to become a 
volunteer.  

During this COVID-19 pandemic, almost 
all American Red Cross response to fires has 
been done virtually. 

Client information is collected over the 
phone. Financial assistance is currently 
delivered either by providing clients with 
Red Cross credit cards or transferring funds 
electronically to their bank account.

Volunteers constitute about 90 percent 
of the Red Cross workforce, according to 
the organization. But because of the virus, 

there are fewer volunteers involved in orga-
nizations, including the Red Cross, because 
many people are staying at home, according 
to Holden.

“There are a lot of things people can do,” 
Holden said. “The Red Cross offers so much, 
different opportunities for learning, social-
izing, job skills. (I) can’t say enough about 
volunteers – they’re great people.”

Methuen’s Mark Holden (left) says that, as a Red Cross volunteer, being able to help people 
when they’re most in need has been a rewarding experience for him. Courtesy photo

Are you compassionate? Good listener? Red Cross disaster teams need YOU!

HOW TO VOLUNTEER
Interested in becoming a Red 

Cross Disaster Action Team (DAT) 
member? Visit redcross.org and click 
on “Volunteer” to apply. Volunteers 
must pass a pass background check 
and watch four online classes to 
qualify. 
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

 
City of Methuen, Massachusetts 

Small Business Relief Grant Program 
 

The City of Methuen is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer in its Programs and Activities 

The City of Methuen is making available grant funds of up to $10,000 to 
qualifying small businesses within the City of Methuen adversely impacted by 
COVID-19.  These funds are to be used to cover tenant-based rents, mortgages 
(principal & Interest only) and/or utilities (electric & heating fuels). 

 
If you are a Methuen based business that: 
 
o Has five (5) or fewer employees, one or more of whom owns the business 
o Is owned by low-or moderate-income person(s) (<80% of the Area Median 

Income, based on family/household size and city/town where you live [not 
where your business is located])  

o Is a for-profit entity (sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations or LLCs) 
o Has a physical (bricks & mortar) establishment in Methuen in good standing 
o Has been in business for at least one full tax year - before 3/10/2020 
o Is currently in operation (including working remotely or have temporarily 

suspended operations pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Order) 
o Can document a loss of income of $5,000 or more due to COVID-19 

 
Go to the link below 
 

https://www.cityofmethuen.net/economic-community-
development/pages/apply-for-small-business-relief-grants  

 
Click on the “….PDF of the Application”, print a copy, complete, sign and 

return with all required documentation to Patricia Antoon, 41 Pleasant Street, 
Ste 217, Methuen, MA 01844 either by mail, drop-off at the receptionist in the 

entrance or e-mail plantoon@ci.methue.ma.us with all required documents 
 
 

This program is funded by the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) 
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) 

 

Ciudad de Methuen, Massachusetts 
Programa de subvenciones de ayuda para pequeñas empresas 

 
 

La Ciudad de Methuen está poniendo a disposición fondos de subvención de hasta 
$10,000 para las pequeñas empresas que califiquen dentro de la Ciudad de Methuen, 
afectadas negativamente por COVID-19. Estos fondos se utilizarán para cubrir alquileres 
basados en inquilinos, hipotecas (principal e intereses únicamente) y/o servicios públicos 
(electricidad & combustibles de calefacción). 

 
Si tiene una empresa con sede en Methuen que: 

 
• Tiene cinco (5) empleados o menos, uno o más de los cuales es dueño del negocio 
• Es propiedad de personas de ingresos bajos o moderados (<80% del ingreso medio 

del área, según el tamaño de la familia/hogar y la ciudad/pueblo donde vive [no 
donde se encuentra su negocio]) 

• Es una entidad con fines de lucro (empresas unipersonales, sociedades, 
corporaciones o LLC) 

• Tiene un establecimiento físico (ladrillos y mortero) en Methuen en buen estado 
• Ha estado en el negocio durante al menos un año fiscal completo, antes del 

3/10/2020 
• Está actualmente en funcionamiento (incluido el trabajo de forma remota o ha 

suspendido temporalmente las operaciones de conformidad con la Orden de 
emergencia del gobernador) 

• Puede documentar una pérdida de ingresos de $5,000 o más debido a COVID-19 
 

Para iniciar el proceso, vaya al enlace de abajo 
 

Ve al enlace de abajo 
 

https://www.cityofmethuen.net/economic-community-
development/pages/apply-for-small-business-relief-grants 

 

Haga clic en el "… .PDF de la solicitud", imprima una copia, complete, firme y 
devuélvala con toda la documentación requerida a Patricia Antoon, 41 Pleasant 

Street, Ste 217, Methuen, MA 01844 ya sea por correo, entregándola en la 
recepcionista en la entrada o por correo electrónico. -mail 

plantoon@ci.methue.ma.us con todos los documentos requeridos 
 

Este programa está financiado por el Programa de Subvenciones en Bloque de Desarrollo Comunitario 
(CDBG) del Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario (DHCD) 

Care Dimensions, the largest hospice and 
palliative care provider in Massachusetts, 
has received a $25,000 grant from The 
People’s United Community Foundation of 
Eastern Massachusetts, the philanthropic 
arm of People’s United Bank, N.A, to sup-
port the expansion of the agency’s telemed-
icine care capabilities.

Telemedicine became a lifeline of care 
continuity and support during the COVID-
19 pandemic when in-person patient visits 
were often limited or not possible due to 
safety precautions. In non-pandemic times, 
the technology also will help Care Dimen-
sions supplement in-person visitation and 
provide immediate video visits during cri-
ses or for continuity of care for future 
patients, which will improve the patient and 
family experience.

“While in-person visits are and will 
always be the hallmark of our care plans, 
we are eager to incorporate telemedicine 
care to ensure patients and caregivers can 
always access real-time nursing support 
and care whenever it is needed,” said Pres-
ident and CEO Patricia Ahern, RN, MBA, 
FACHE.

Keeping seriously ill patients secure in 
their homes also helps community hospitals 
and health organizations preserve resources 
for acute and emergency cases and helps 
them guard against becoming overwhelmed 
with chronic cases, a function that became 

paramount during the increased cases and 
surges of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We have been proud to partner with Care 
Dimensions since 1991, supporting them in 
carrying out their important work,” said 

Patrick Sullivan, Foundation Board mem-
ber, People’s United Bank president-Massa-
chusetts and EVP of Commercial Banking. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has only further 
highlighted the important role they are play-

ing in communities – and now in homes – 
throughout Massachusetts.”

Care Dimensions is a nonprofit, commu-
nity-based leader in advanced illness care, 
headquartered in Danvers. Find out more at 
CareDimensions.org.

Care Dimensions President and CEO Patricia Ahern accepts the grant from People’s United 
Bank president-Massachusetts Patrick Sullivan, who is EVP of Commercial Banking and a 
board member of  The People’s United Community Foundation of Eastern Massachusetts. 
Courtesy photo

Hospice provider receives $25,000 grant from People’s United to expand telemedicine

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Ordinary people can make an 

extraordinary difference in the lives 
of Care Dimensions patients. Are you 
able to visit with a patient; listen to 
the patient’s concerns and provide 
a supportive, comforting presence? 
Can you hold a hand or engage in 
a shared interest or hobby? Are you 
able to help with letter-writing or life 
review; read to a patient; play games 
with a patient or family member? 
No matter what your skills, talents 
or motivation, they have a volunteer 
opportunity for you!

Training will be held via Zoom from 
June 1-24 on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 6 to 8:30pm and June 7-30 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 
to 11:30am.

To apply online visit CareDimen-
sions.org/VolunteerApplication.
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MethuenLife Advertising works! 
For rates, call Sue Whipple, (603) 898-2576

CITY OF METHUEN
NOTICE

 The Department of Public Works will begin the
Spring Leaf/Yard Waste/Brush Collection on

Monday, May 3, 2021 and will end on 
Friday, June 25, 2021.

These items will be picked up on your RECYCLING DAY ONLY.

Residents are required to put Leaves/Yard Waste in
PAPER BAGS ONLY, NO PLASTIC BAGS.

Or they can be placed in garbage cans clearly marked YARD WASTE.

Brush cannot be in any type of bags. Brush/Branches must be
TIED IN BUNDLES, no more than 4 feet in length 

and 4 inches in diameter.

Residents may also drop off their Leaves/Yard Waste/Brush to the 
Transfer Station, 50 Huntington Ave

Monday- Friday 7am-1:45pm  
Saturday 8am-11:45am

*There will be a delayed pick-up 
due to the following Holiday:
Memorial Day, May 31, 2021.

For further assistance call Department of 
Public Works at (978) 983-8545.

2021 SPRING LEAF/YARD WASTE/BRUSH 
PROGRAM

The Methuen Rangers Athletic Associa-
tion gave out these awards recently during 
a virtual celebration. Congrats to all the 
winners!

BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Most Valuable Player: Jaleek 

Urena                                   
Most Improved Player: 

Jason Perello
Bruce Blood Coaches 

Award: Wilton Ortega

GIRLS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL

Most Valuable Player: 
Stephanie Tardugno 

Most Valuable Player: Kait-
lyn Tierney   
 

Most Improved Player: Stephanie Hen-
rick   

Coaches Award: Mirelys Morales

GIRLS VARSITY GYMNASTICS
Most Valuable Performer: Molly Beeley 

   
Most Improved Performer: Andrew 

Monayer
Coaches Award: Emily Angelari

Coaches Award: Emily Loan

BOYS VARISTY ICE 
HOCKEY

Most Valuable Player: 
Ethan Schena 

Most Valuable Player: 
Colby Scott  

   
Most Improved Player: 

Cam Hutchings 
Horace Trovato Coaches 

Award: Josh Perkins

GIRLS VARSITY ICE HOCKEY
Most Improved Player: Kylie Winsor
Most Improved Player: Brooke Harb

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11

“Commited 
to Quality

& Dependable
Service”

ARMEN G. DERDERIAN
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Planning
& Preparation
Business & Individual

•Computerized Accounting
•Business Loan Proposals
•Financial Statements
•Small Business Consulting

Tel:978-794-9200 • Fax:978-682-2939 18 Haymeadow Rd

email: armencpa@comcast.net P.O.Box 1049
Methuen, MA 01844

"Committed
to Quality

& Dependable
Service"
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

Focused on vaccines, 
recycling, Internet 

privacy & more
The Commonwealth reached a major 

COVID-19 vaccination milestone in mid-
April – over 2 million Massachusetts 
residents have been fully vaccinated, 
marking halfway to Gov. Charlie Bak-
er’s goal of vaccinating at least 4 million 
residents. All individuals over age 16 who 
live, work, or study in Massachusetts are 
now eligible for the vaccine. Getting vac-
cinated is free, safe and a highly effective 
way to protect yourself and your loved 
ones. To schedule your appointment, visit 
mass.gov/covidvaccine.

The Massachusetts House of Repre-
sentatives is in high gear working on 
newly filed legislation and the annual 
state budget. I have filed new bills this ses-
sion pertaining to the environment, public 
safety, substance abuse prevention, mental 
health, veterans and our National Guard, 
and more.

One issue I am working to address 
involves promoting reuse and recycling 
industries in Massachusetts. Recycling has 
become very costly and inaccessible for our 
cities and towns, and we need to find ways 
to strengthen recycling industries locally. 
This will save costs and reduce pollution 
from waste incineration while also promot-
ing economic growth.

I am also continuing work on the issue of 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs). Last 
session, the Merrimack Valley won a major 
victory when legislation I filed was signed 
into law requiring public notification of 
CSOs. This session, I have filed legislation 
to ensure wastewater treatment plants have 
sufficient back-up power to avoid discharg-
ing sewage during a power outage.

Our veterans and National Guard 
members continue to be a priority. I have 
filed legislation with Rep. David Vieira of 
Falmouth to establish a memorial in the 
State House to historic woman veteran 
Deborah Samson, who disguised herself as 
a man to fight in the Revolutionary War. I 
have also filed a bill to support National 
Guard members and their families who are 
relocating to Massachusetts by expanding 
their professional and educational oppor-
tunities.

As chair of the Joint Committee on 
Advanced Information Technology, the 
Internet and Cybersecurity, I will also be 
reviewing legislation this session related 
to high-speed Internet access, data pri-
vacy, cybersecurity, the digital economy 
and more. These issues affect us all on 
a daily basis and are essential to our eco-
nomic growth and workforce development. 
I look forward to addressing these topics 
alongside my co-chair Sen. Barry Finegold.

Additionally, the Special Oversight 
Committee that I chair to investigate the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home COVID-19 out-
break is wrapping up our investigation and 
will soon release legislative recommen-
dations to ensure that this kind of tragedy 
never happens again.

The Massachusetts House is also in the 
midst of deliberations on the annual state 
budget. The initial budget proposed by 
the House makes robust investments 
in our economic recovery and provides 
support for those who have been most 
affected by the pandemic. This includes 
increased funding for housing, food 
security, social services, education and 
businesses. Notable investments include 
$771 million for at-risk groups through 
the Department of Transitional Assistance, 
$822 million for rental assistance (which 
includes anticipated federal funds), $30 
million for emergency food assistance, and 
over $7 billion for local aid. The initial 
House budget also fully funds one-sixth of 
the Student Opportunity Act, a law passed 
in 2019 to make stronger, more equitable 
investments in our schools over the next 
several years.  

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell rep-
resents the cities of Methuen and Haver-
hill in the state Legislature. She serves as 
House chair of the Joint Committee on 
Advanced IT, the Internet and Cybersecu-
rity and as chair of the Special Joint Over-
sight Committee on the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home COVID-19 Outbreak. She can be 
reached at Linda.Campbell@mahouse.
gov or (617) 722-2380.

Let’s hear it for MHS’
top winter athletes!

Addiction support group
Drug and alcohol addiction never takes time off, even during a global pandemic.
“Good morning, friends. I know over the last few months we have all had concerns 

about the virus,” resident Phil Lahey shared with supporters, “but there is still another 
disease that continues to take many lives: ADDICTION. Those of you that have a loved 
one that is suffering, my support group Circle of Hope will be having outside live meet-
ings in Methuen every Monday at 6:30pm weather pending.”

  Call Phil at (978) 886-2949 for meeting location.
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Here’s a look at the businesses that are 
moving in and out of Methuen … 
and a peek just over 
the border: 

OPEN
•Cuckoo Nana’s Yarn & Fab-
ric: 369 Merrimack St. at the 
former Monte Carlo Hair Salon. 
Wide assortment of fabrics and 
yarns for your next project.

EXPANDING
•Jessica’s Brick Oven Bak-
ery: Delicious spot on Danton Drive got 
the OK to build a 60,000-square-foot 
warehouse between the factory and 
the former Nabisco plant. Their artisan 
breads are sold in large-chain grocery 

stores including Market Basket, Roche 
Brothers and Hannaford.

NEW APARTMENTS
Methuen is hovering just 

under the 10 percent of 
affordable housing stock, 

required by the state's 
Chapter 40B law. The 

city expects it should 
meet the requirement, once 

these two projects are completed.
•The Broadway Building: Ground 

has been broken at 245 Broadway 
(across from Enterprise Bank) for a 
four-story, 40-unit 40B apartment build-
ing. The 40B designation indicates 
rental prices will be for lower- to mod-

erate-income households.  Builder is 
1981 Methuen High grad Dave Spada. 
•83 Plesant Valley Street: Also starting 
soon is the 156-unit apartment building 
adjacent to Target. Original plans called 
for a six-story structure, but that has 
been revised to four stories. Access will 
be via Milk Street. 

ON HIATUS
•Not Your Average Joe’s: The chain 
announced Jan. 4 that its Methuen 
restaurant at The Loop was among 4 
in Massachusetts closing for the winter. 
“In order to maintain the viability of Not 
Your Average Joe’s for our guests, staff 
and partners, we are temporarily clos-
ing our lower volume restaurants. We 
look forward to re-opening as conditions 
around the pandemic improve,” their 
website stated. The nearest NYAJ’s 
locations are Peabody or Nashua, N.H.

NEARBY 
•Crack’d Kitchen & Coffee: This “aller-
gy-friendly” breakfast and brunch spot 
(original is on Lowell Street in Andover) 
announced plans to open a second 
location at 327 S. Broadway in Salem, 
N.H., in mid-April. The “culinary driven 
gourmet eatery” with a penchant for 
cage-free eggs and breakfast sand-
wiches will be located next to Jay Gee’s 
in the spot previously occupied by Way 
Back Burgers. Wayback relocated to 
the inside of the Mall at Rockingham 
Park.
•Heng Hai BoBa Tea: Now open at 

132 S. Union St., (near Dairy Queen) in 
South Lawrence. Large variety of teas, 
fruit drinks, lattes, smoothies and all 
sorts of macarons. 
•River St. Cafe: Breakfast and lunch; 
baked goods, pizzeria, sandwiches, etc. 
Opened last month at 558 River St., 
Haverhill.
•Triana’s Real Mexican Food: Opened 
last month at 30 Emerson St., Haverhill.
•Aroma Joe’s: Drive-thru coffee spot 
under construction on Route 125 in 
Haverhill. They’re in the same parking 
lot as Academy Lanes bowling alley in 
the building of a former Dunkin’ Donuts.  
•Wicked Axe: A bar with axe-throwing 
on South Main Street in Haverhill, next 
to Academy Lanes bowling alley. Now 
open. Head on a swivel, people!
•Bird & Wolf: Craft bar and chop, rede-
fining American's approach to protein. 
Restaurant is biophilic-centered (bal-
ance of outside and inside) with lots of 
windows, a “living wall” of plants and 
mushrooms grown in house. Located 
at 1268 Osgood St., (Route 125) at a 
new plaza just north of Joe Fish in North 
Andover. Now open. 

BUSINESS COMINGS & GOINGS

The elevator is taking shape at the new four-story, 40B apartment building going up at 
245 Broadway, across from Enterprise Bank. Builder is 1981 Methuen High grad Dave 
Spada. ML photo

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
Is your business brand new in 
the city? Moving? Celebrating 
an anniversary? Expanding? 
We want to know! Reach out to 
Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call 
(978) 682-4777.

Approximately 3,000 pounds of food and diapers was collected during a recent drive-thru drop-
off at the Tenney School to benefit the Methuen Cares Center. Methuen City Councilor Eunice 
Zeigler, the United Way of the Merrimack Valley, the Merrimack Valley Central Labor Council and 
Merrimack Valley Chamber organized this event. Courtesy photo

UNITING TO FEED OUR NEIGHBORS
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We're online. Visit www.MethuenLife.com

HOME & OFFICE ELECTRICAL SERVICES – PLUMBING
HVAC - HOME AUTOMATION - CLEANING -  HANDYMAN SERVICES

 (978) 237-0060 |  cornerstoneservicesne.com

LLCLLC
CORNERSTONECORNERSTONECORNERSTONECORNERSTONE

S E R V I C E SS E R V I C E SS E R V I C E SS E R V I C E S

for professional, reliable home and office services

1010%% off off

A N YA N Y
serv i c es erv i c e

Call us for all your home or office needs

$250 OFF
HEATING/COOLING 
SYSTEM UPGRADE

With coupon. Conditions apply. Not applicable with 
any other offer or previous service. Call for details. 

$79 HVAC
TUNE-UP

With coupon. Conditions apply. Not applicable with 
any other offer or previous service. Call for details. 

508-451-2011cell

  •Hanging Plants 
  •Geraniums
  •Annuals 
  •Veggie Plants
  •Large Assortment  
      of Perennials

70 Salem St.
Methuen, MA

All Grown In 
Our Greenhouses

AVEDISIAN
Farm & Greenhouses

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
The Epicurean Club of Boston – Ameri-

ca’s oldest association of chefs – has named 
its 2020 Chef of the Year Award, and the 
recipient is a very well-known Methuen 
resident.

Borrelli’s Italian Deli owner Don Smeri-
glio recently received the organization’s 
Peter Berrini Award for the Chef of the 
Year, as well as a medal. Berrini was the 
club’s founder.

“It’s a great honor because the plaque is 
spectacular,” said Don, 65. “It comes from 
my peers in the industry. This isn’t just 
the Merrimack Valley, it includes Greater 
Boston.”

For close to 35 years, Don has been a 
member of the organization, which is a 
chapter of the much larger national Ameri-
can Culinary Federation.

He noted that although he has worked 
with food since the age of 14 and owned 
Borrelli’s since 1992, the award is not for a 

specific dish.
“I guess, in short, you could say it’s for 

years of achievement and dedication to the 
to the food industry,” said Don.

While an underclassman in the Greater 
Lawrence Technical School’s culinary pro-
gram, Don worked at the Sweetheart Inn 
from 1970-’73. Under the watchful eye of 
tavern owner Howard Freedman, a teen-age 
Don made salads and shucked oysters and 
clams. Whatever it took to master meal prep 
for the masses.

“Howard was my mentor. I think he’s 
looking down and smiling,” said Don.

The award, added Don, is earned by a 
person with a long-term devotion to the 
food industry. It was recently presented to 
Don at the Assabet Valley Regional Techni-
cal High School in Marlborough.

After graduating from Greater Lawrence 
Tech, Don has remained on the culinary 
department’s advisory board for almost 
40 years. Currently, three former students 
of that school are employed at Borrelli’s, 
thanks to Don’s hiring.

“We’re trying to get young people 
involved in the food industry because us 
older guys will retire someday,” said Don. 
“(The Epicuran Club) is a great organiza-
tion. I got (employee) Jonathan Stewart 
scholarships through the club.”

With hundreds of members, the Epicure-
an Club has a scholarship fund-raiser each 
year, in which Don donates his famous 
sausages, gift cards and funds toward the 
scholarships.

Now a college freshman studying the 
business side of the food industry, Jonathan 
Stewart of Methuen appreciates what Don 
has done for young foodies like him.

“He took me in during my junior year of 
high school without a lot of experience in 
the field. It opened my eyes just how open 
he is to letting young kids not particularly 
skilled in the field come in and learn from 
him and others in the field,” said Jonathan. 
“He knows he can teach them the skills that 
he’s learned from his years at being a busi-
ness owner. I really respect that.”

“(Sweetheart Inn owner) Howard (Freedman) was my mentor. I think he’s looking down and smiling.”
~ Borrelli’s Italian Deli owner Don Smeriglio, who was introduced to the restaurant business as a teen-age prep cook at the local landmark

Borrelli’s Smeriglio named Chef of Year!
Culinary peers applaud his sizzling dedication to the industry

Borrelli’s Italian Deli owner Don Smeriglio 
recently received the prestigious Peter 
Berrini Award for the 2020 Chef of the 
Year and a medal from the Epicurean Club 
of Boston for his decades of dedication to 
the food industry. Photo by Steve Whipple
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Having a new driver in the house wielding a Junior Operator's License will definitely make one take notice of how many 
Methuen police patrol cars are regularly cruising our city's streets. 

"Mom, they're everywhere!" said new driver proclaimed. 
Yes, they certainly are, as they should be. Methuen is lucky to have so many capable patrolmen and -women out and about 

keeping an eye on things. But that's just the tip of the iceberg. When you start to think about the support staff needed to keep 
things working smoothly, you realize there is also an entire team back at the station. Everything from dispatch, to documenting 
evidence, printing search warrants, handling social media and countless other crucial tasks, these things are taken care of right 
there at the station.

A recent look behind the scenes revealed the dedicated officers in blue doing the jobs we rarely think about, but they are just 
as important as patrolling the streets.

Thank you, MPD, for all you do every day!

SCENE 

IN METHUEN

Behind the scenes & keeping the peace

Photos by Barbie Kiberstis
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69 South Broadway 
Rt. 28 Salem, NH
(603) 893-6113

Wash for as low 
as $4.20 each wash

No Monthly Fees • No Club to Join • Use on Multiple Vehicles • Never Expires

$59
$39

ULTIMATE 5-PAK
SUPER 5-PAK

$29
$21

VALUE 5-PAK
BASIC  5-PAK

Best
Value!

Tunnel Quality Without the Tunnel
   No Conveyor – Safe for All Wheels

   Gentle Scrub Using Closed Cell Foam
No Cloth or Bristle Brushes

Try Our Gentle Scrub,
You Won’t Be Disappointed!

GENTLE TOUCHWe offer 
Touchless
& Gentle

Touch

Get RGet Ready feady for Spring and Por Spring and Pollen Seasonollen Season
  Special Buy 1 Car Wash, Get 1 Half Off ~ Available in May!

Family Owned and Operated Since 1985

OPEN 24 HOURS

Sasha Tineo, new to dispatch, is trained 

and ready to take calls. 

We met up with Acting Chief Tom McEnaney on his first day at 
Methuen PD. He’ll serve until the city hires a permanent police 
chief, which has been estimated to take several months.

Dispatcher Jeffery Rubino stands beside an antique call box located in the hallway of the Methuen Police History Museum, which is open for public viewing. 
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SCENE 

IN METHUEN

300 Merrimack St. Methuen
978-686-1872

www.pirosbakery.com

300 Merrimack St. Methuen
978-683-7585

facebook.com/pirospizzaplus

In order 
to comply 
with crowd 
avoidance, 
please call 
ahead with 

your order. If 
the line is busy 

please try again. 

Order and pay over the 
phone and we’ll rush the 

order out to your car.

Don’t Forget 
the Cannoli!

WE HAVE THE FOOD TO BRIGHTEN YOUR MOOD!

Heat & Eat Homemade 
Lasagna and Many Others 

Delicious Sicilian Style Pizza 
-- Hot or Frozen

Our Chicken Parm 
Calzones are a 

Hearty Meal

Everyone Loves 
Classic Spaghetti 

& Meatballs

Brittany Getchell holds down the fort in 
the court and evidence room. 

Yohanna Almengo is ready 
to take calls at the dispatch 
desk.

Patrolman Dave 
Souther, in his tenth 
year as a Methuen 
police officer, prints 
the necessary 
paperwork for his trip 
out into the city. 

Officer Gina Scanlon keeps very busy 
in the Support Services Office. One of 
Scanlon's jobs is submitting Methuen 
crime stats to the state. 

Lt. James Gunter, in 
the role of "Officer in 
Charge," handles all major 
communications and 
decisions for the day. 

Patrol Officer Derek Licata, a Methuen 
Police training coordinator, also helps 
to oversee the Police Department's 
social media accounts. 
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Methuen Fire Chief Tim Sheehy 
and Executive Administrative Assis-
tant to the Police Chief Kathy Buote 
have told MethuenLife they became 
engaged April 3. A couple for the 
past eight years, the chief proposed 
while on a vacation in Aruba to mark 
Kathy's birthday on April 1.

Sheehy and his fiancée picked out 
the ring together in Aruba.

"This is the only one," said Kathy. 
"He's my soulmate. We want to retire 
together; we have a lot of plans."

A 28-year veteran of the Methuen 
Fire Department and chief since 
2013, Sheehy apparently feels the 
same.

"I think she's as nice a person as 
she is beautiful. I'm lucky to have 
her," he said.

From her previous marriage, 
Kathy has a 26-year-old son Nich-
olas who is an engineer at Raytheon 

and a 23-year-old daughter Alexis 
who just graduated with her mas-
ter's degree in occupational therapy. 
Sheehy's 20-year-old twin sons Liam 
and Kyle attend UMass Amherst.

While the couple doesn't have 
a wedding date set, they agreed it 
could be as early as September.

Congrats!

~ Steve Whipple

147 Pelham Street

SLEEVES UP
to help end the pandemic

Methuen Family Health Center is administering the Moderna vaccine 
to adults ages 18 and older on the second floor of our Pelham Street site. 

Sign up today at www.GLFHC.org
or call (978) 686-6029

The COVID-19 vaccine is:

Safe | Free | Effective

First Church Congregational’s 6th annual “Stride into the Light 5K Walk or Run” continues to spotlight 
mental illness. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s virtual event will be held “Your Place, Your 
Pace” from May 15-22. This is a fun community event, open to anyone looking to help support those who 
struggle daily with mental health conditions and are in need of unconditional support. Proceeds will 
directly benefit Family Services’ Samaritans of Merrimack Valley. Cost to take part is $35 plus service fee 
for adults and $25 plus service fee for those 18 and under. To find out more about the event or to register, 
visit strideintothelight.com. Have questions? Contact Kerri at (978) 764-8131. ML file photo

Stride into the Light 5K 
this month

Our reprints make great gifts!
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777 or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

METHUENLIFE 
EXCLUSIVE

Wedding 
bells for 

Tim & Kathy
Fire Chief Sheehy 

pops the question to 
longtime love Kathy Buote

She said YES! Fire Chief Tim Sheehy 
and Executive Administrative 
Assistant to the Police Chief 
Kathy Buote got engaged April 3. 
Courtesy photo
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In the late-1800s, if you were in the 
market for a horse carriage or if your pony 
needed new shoes, J.M. Graham Livery on 
Broadway was the place to go!

John M. Graham got his start in business 
in Salem, N.H., from 1865 to 1875. He relo-
cated to Methuen at 104 and 108 Broadway, 
where he was a manufacturer of and dealer 
in fine carriages and business wagons of 
every description. He also handled sleighs 
and pungs (sleighs with a box-shaped body) 
and did blacksmithing and jobbing in all its 
branches. He advertised first-class turnouts 

(tracks) to rent to reliable parties. 
In 1866, Graham married Salem’s 

Annette Robinson, the daughter of Thomas 
Robinson. 

Although J.M. Graham Livery is listed in 
my 1901-02 Methuen Directory, I suspect 
it closed shortly after and the building was 
razed to allow room nearby for the con-
struction of the Henry C. Nevins Home for 
Aged and Incurables in 1905. As a point of 
reference, my 1921 Methuen Directory lists 
Annette Graham, widow of John M., as a 
resident of the Nevins Home for Aged.  

The Nevins Home for the Aged remained 
in operation from 1906 until 1982. A mod-
ern nursing care facility was later construct-
ed behind the original structure. Unable 
to develop an appropriate re-use plan, the 
Nevins Board of Directors contemplated 
the demolition of the old building. The 
prospect of razing this magnificent old 
building spearheaded a grassroots cam-
paign to save it from the wrecking ball. A 
non-profit community development com-
pany was selected to secure funding to ren-
ovate the building into supportive housing 

for the elderly. 
The result is Nevins Manor which opened 

in September 1997, with 44 apartments in 
this beautifully restored, historic Methuen 
landmark. Services offered to residents 
include a multitude of craft classes, parties, 
exercise programs and trips to beaches, 
shopping malls and restaurants.

Joseph G. Bella is vice president/his-
torian of the Methuen Historical Society 
and has an extensive collection of local 
memorabilia.

LOOKING BACKBy Joseph G. Bella

Need a carriage? J.M. Graham Livery was the place to go!

The livery was stationed along Broadway, in front of the area now occupied by Nevins 
Manor.

,For transportation in the late-1800s, folks headed to the John M. Graham Livery on 
Broadway. Courtesy photo

Wrapped up in a coat so tight of feathers
Milky white as chalk in coldest weathers
Tied to passing wizened winter’s tethers.

In crown of icy plumage like foxglove,
She comes as tender snowflakes

From above
Flying down as sleet as flighty as dove.

Her kingdom is but vision of cold heart.
Her lips splintered by alabaster’s art.

Her words on aching tongue are bitter tart.

Her tears trickle as the hail from on high.
Icy as the frost that cakes over what’s nigh.

Her silver chariot caresses sky.

Her eyes but limpid pools cooled by cold wind.
Bathed in the glaciers that eons have dinned .

She cast her spell before timeless Spring 
chagrined.

Longtime Andover resident Steven Sohigian is a co-author of 
"Soulmates," a collection of art and verse, and "Songs From 
the Castle's Remains" by the Grey Court Poets. He has won two 
awards for Best Art/Poetry Interpretation from Arts Institute 
Group of Merrimack Valley.  

Poet's Corner
Maiden of the North

By Steven Sohigian

EDITOR’S NOTE Pieces appearing in the Poet’s Corner are regularly selected by the Methuen-based Grey Court Poets. To 
have your work considered, contact them at greycourtpoets@gmail.com and find out about joining their group.
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The Nevins Library is open and free to 
all Methuen residents, and we find that the 
majority of our patrons appreciate the ser-
vices that are provided, and want to return 
and share the materials they borrow. In our 
busy lives, the week(s) fly by pretty quickly 
and before we know it that book or video is 
due back! In order to ease the burden, we 
recently instituted an automatic renewal 
policy, whereby the Library’s computer 
system will automatically renew an item on 
your library card when it is due for the first 
and second times. This automatic renewal 
will only be triggered if nobody else has 
requested the item. Patrons will be notified 
that the items they have at home have been 
automatically renewed, or, in the event the 
item they have at home is in demand by 
another patron, they will be asked to bring 
the item back immediately.  

Patrons will still be required to pay for 
lost or damaged materials, of course, since 
those items will need to be replaced. For 
more information on borrowing materials 
and on getting a library card, contact the 
Library’s Main Desk at (978) 686-4080 
ext. 2.  

News from the
Children’s Dept.

April showers bring May flowers, and as 
of the beginning of May our Children’s Gar-
den, with its lovely plants and seating, will 
be open again – come check out some books 
and read them in the sunshine! 

May is a somewhat quiet month, as we 
gear up for a busy summer, but we’re offer-
ing two special programs: Family Craft 
Time where kids make suncatchers, and a 
Bike & Pedestrian Safety program present-
ed by AAA to help youngsters be mindful 
of safety now that they’re outdoors more. 
Additionally, you’ll find our usual array 
of storytimes, book groups, science and 
cooking projects, programs for babies and 
preschoolers, and our “Book a Craft” kits. 

And, speaking of the summer – we’re 
working hard to provide a great roster of 
Summer Programs for your family, full of 
entertaining and educational events. We’re 
excited about new and unique programs we 
have scheduled – Frisbee-catching dogs, 
Beluga whales, Native American storytell-
er, yoga, birds of prey -- plus storytimes, 
music, science, puppets, storywalks, and 
more! We’re also happy that we’ll be able 
to offer more in-person programs again this 
summer (while still accommodating ongo-
ing COVID-19 safety precautions). Last 
but not least, we can help your kids keep 
track of their summer learning with our new 
Summer Activity Log or using the on-line 
app Beanstack – including lots of fun incen-
tives! Keep your eyes on the library website 
as we roll out the schedule and registration 
in the next few weeks – you won’t want to 
miss the fun! 

Friends of the
Library updates

Thanks to all that have supported our 
“Methuen Dine-Around” restaurant 
fund-raisers this winter and spring. Mark 
your calendars for June 24 when we will 
return to the Chateau in Andover.  

Also in June we will once again be sell-
ing Krispy Kreme Donuts! You will be able 
to order and prepay beginning in early June 
for these delicious donuts by the dozen. 
We will take checks or cash for this event. 
The delivery date will be June 15 or 16. 
Do you know Krispy Kreme donuts freeze 
very well?  

The Friends are happy to remind you 
that many of our wonderful local museums 
and cultural venues are re-opening this 
summer, and the Friends provide a variety 
of passes to make your family’s visits more 
affordable. Check the library’s website for a 
complete list of available passes, the rules 
and regulations for each and to reserve your 
date.  

Horses bring joy, calm 
to dementia patients 

CITY OF METHUEN 
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

 
 
 
 

The City of Methuen through the office of Mayor Neil Perry announces the availability of 
CDBG & HOME funds to assist eligible Methuen homeowners by addressing safety and 
code violations. 
 
La ciudad de Methuen a través de la oficina del alcalde Neil P. Perry anuncia la 
disponibilidad de fondos CDBG & HOME para ayudar a propietarios de Methuen 
elegibles por violaciones del código de seguridad direccionamiento y 
 
• Funding available for low and moderate-income qualified households. 
• Fondos disponibles para hogares calificados de ingresos bajos y moderados. 

 
• 15 year deferred payment loans at zero (0%) interest for owner-occupied properties. 
• Préstamos de pago diferido de 15 años a cero (0%) de interés para propiedades 

ocupadas por sus propietarios. 
 

• Funds focus on eliminating code violations; lead paint and asbestos hazards; 
improving accessibility; and energy efficiency.  

• Fondos concentrarse en eliminar las violaciones del código; pintura con plomo y los 
riesgos de amianto; mejorar la accesibilidad; la eficiencia energética. 

 
 

For More Information: 
 

Patricia Antoon, CD Division Director 
41 Pleasant St, Ste 217, Methuen, MA  01844 

(978) 983-8566 
Monday thru Thursday 8:00a.m.- 4:30p.m. & 

Friday 8:00a.m. to 12:00 pm. 
plantoon@ci.methuen.ma.us 

 
Or go to: 

 
www.cityofmethuen.net/community-development-division/pages/community-development-block-grant-

program 
 

Funding provided by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development 
 And the North Shore HOME Consortium. 

Library is going fine-free & adds automatic renewal

Check It Out!

By Krista I. McLeod
Nevins Library Director

The Trustees of the Nevins Library are 
pleased to announce that they have decid-
ed to extend their pandemic policy of not 
charging late fines on overdue books and 
materials indefinitely. Studies have shown 
that late fines prove to be a barrier for 
many families and individuals to using the 
library, and do not actually provide any 
significant incentive for people to bring 
back materials on time. 

During the pandemic, the Nevins 
Library Trustees suspended fines in order 
that patrons would not be burdened with 
additional costs during difficult times, and 
so that they would not feel they had to 
break their quarantine to return library 
books. In recent years many other local 
libraries have also suspended the collection 
of fines in order to encourage library use. 
Most recently the Boston Public Library 
announced that they would extend their 
policy of “no-fines” on children’s books, 
to all library materials.  

Calling All Teens!
Are you interested in learning how to 

do origami? Now's your chance! Take and 
make origami kits will be available at the 
circulation desk during the month of May, 
while supplies last.

Teens, are you looking for something 
to do this summer? The library is the spot 
for you! Sign up for the Nevins Memorial 
Library Tails and Tales Summer Read-
ing program to attend weekly programs 
and win prizes.  Sign up for our summer 
reading program here:   https://nevinsli-
brary.beanstack.org/summer_reading. For 
more information, e-mail our teen services 
librarian, Alison, at acochrane@nevinsli-
brary.org.

Looking for information about Teen 
Services at the Nevins Library? Follow 
Nevins Library Teens on Instagram and 
Twitter.

Virtual program on
spring cleaning!

The Nevins Library will present a 
ZOOM workshop on Spring Cleaning: 
The Feng Shui Approach live at 6pm 
on May 12. Do you wish that you could 
do the impossible, wiggle your nose and 
magically rid your home of clutter? That’s 
impossible, but, you can learn the meaning 
of clutter and why it is causing you to feel 
stuck and unmotivated. You may even find 
you want to clean!  

Join us as we talk with Julie Pelleti-
er-Rutkowski and learn how to clean the 
Feng Shui way! She is the owner and prin-
cipal consultant for Feng Shui Services of 
New England. She is a certified Feng Shui 
practitioner from the Grandmaster Lin Yun 
Feng Shui Certification Program®. She 
has been consulting and educating about 
the need for a balanced home and work 
environment since 2010. Julie earned Red 
Ribbon status through the International 
Feng Shui Guild and an active member 
of the American Holistic Nurses Associ-
ation. She teaches, speaks and writes on 
the benefits of Feng Shui throughout New 
England.  To sign up and get a link to join 
this online program, go to nevinslibrary.
org and click on the “Events” tab. Find this 
event on May 12 and sign up! For more 
information contact the Reference Depart-
ment at (978) 686-4080 ext. 12.  

For an extensive list of Nevins Memo-
rial Library happenings, check out www.
nevinslibrary.org.
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4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square
978-682-9630 • www.theguitargarage.com978-682-9630 • www.theguitargarage.com

Become a Become a 
rock star today!rock star today!
We've all had day dreams of being a rock star 
or playing on stage with our favorite bands. At 
The Guitar Garage in Methuen, MA, we'll teach 

you how to play like your favorite artist! We also 
offer top-of-the-line gear to get you started!

High-Quality 
Music Gear At 
Great Prices!

• Instruments & Accessories
Lessons • Instrument Repair

 NOW OFFERING 
VIRTUAL LESSONS FOR ALL 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS!

The Irish Cottage Will Be Hosting 
Thanksgiving Morning Breakfast 

Buffet 7 to 12. Come in and relax 
while we do the cooking for you. 
This is a great way for us to treat 
our guest at the beginning of their 

family day. We will be serving 
traditional Irish Breakfast along 
with Classic American, Omelet 
Station, Pastry and much more.  
We are now taking reservations. 

Call 978-208-4347.

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING MORNING 
BREAKFAST

Visit Our Facebook Page or 
www.theirishcottagepub.com for Hours and Menus

17 Branch St. 
Methuen

978-208-4347978-208-4347
Come on Down! The Patio Is Open Come on Down! The Patio Is Open 

and Live Music is Back!and Live Music is Back!

$5 OFF
THE PURCHASE  
OF $25 OR MORE

Not Valid for Alcohol

$10 OFF
THE PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE

Not Valid for Alcohol

Forest Street Union Church
15 Forest Street, Methuen, MA 01844 

Reverend Carrie Ann Burnap 
      (978) 683-8523

"An embracing Church Celebrating Diversity"

Join Us via Zoom Live Stream Worship 
Sundays at 10:00 AM 

For more info: www.foreststreetchurch.org
 

NO PROM? NO PROBLEM!NO PROM? NO PROBLEM!

Even though 
Methuen High 
School had to yet 
again cancel its 
Junior Prom because 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic, these 
juniors wanted to 
go ahead, dress 
up and celebrate 
with dinner at 
Texas Road House 
in their prom attire. 
Gathering at Grey 
Court Park for a 
photo shoot prior to 
dinner are (from left) 
Kolbe Vachon, Chloe 
Seccareccio, Olivia 
Denaro, Alyssa St. 
Onge, Anna Bolduc, 
Bridget Munroe and 
Jamison Twombly. 
ML photo by Nancy 
Reardon
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overs likely. The Birria Tostadas come 
with three toasted tortillas and a generous 
portion of toppings. The Quesabirria is in 
inventive take on a Quesadilla, a crisp out-
side and cheesy filling, stuffed with tender, 
flavorful meat. 

The Birria dishes come with Consom-
mé, which is great for dipping or sipping. 
It can also be used later as a stock to cook 

See DINING, Page 37

Grandma’s ‘magical’ Mexican kitchen is re-invented
By Hailey
Moschella

Dining in the Valley

TRIANA’S REAL 
MEXICAN FOOD

30 Emerson St., Haverhill
Specialty: Mexican

$$ out of $$$$
Contact: (978) 914-7043, 

trianasrealmexicanfood.com and on 
Facebook

Cell: 978-835-9859
Email: cdibiasio@cocoearly.com

63 Park Street, Andover, MA 01810 * 978-475-1009

It’s a HOT seller’s market!
Many buyers + low inventory of homes

for sale = Top Dollar for sellers!!
• Call for a Complimentary Home Value Analysis.
• FREE Staging consult when you list with me.

CHERYL DiBIASIO, REALTOR
Licensed in MA & NH

R

Triana Fanor has always been captivat-
ed by cooking. 

“The kitchen was a magical place,” she 
says of growing up in Oaxaca with her 
mom, grandma and siblings. Her grand-
mother, originally from Campeche, a port 
city on the Gulf of Mexico, was her inspi-
ration. 

Even though she would spend the day 
preparing dinner, her abuela always found 
something for Triana to do when she got 
home from school. 

“That was the best time of my day,” 
says Triana, who loved using a Molcajete, 
a mortar and pestle made from volcanic 
stone. 

Triana came to the United States for 
opportunity, and her desire to be in the 
kitchen remained constant. Her friends 
raved about her cooking. She began pre-
paring meals for her neighbors, young 
men who worked long days, not yet mar-
ried and no longer living at home. What 
began as cooking for two turned into 
cooking for 12. People from all over the 

world living in her neighborhood were 
drawn to her cuisine. 

Triana’s Real Mexican Food opened 
its doors in Haverhill with a simple yet 
refined Birria-focused menu. Traditionally 
made with goat, but often seen with beef, 
this style of cooking originated in Jalisco, 
Mexico. As a way to tenderize the meat 
and balance the gaminess of goat, Birria 
is slow-cooked in Adobo, a vinegar-based 
marinade used to enhance flavor. Although 
just one of many sensational Mexican 
dishes, Birria Tacos have recently gained 
popularity in the United States. Triana’s 
will be a destination for those chasing this 
sought-after dish.

The portions are substantial, with left-

Triana’s Real Mexican Food in Haverhill, which opened during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
brings authentic recipes from the Gulf of Mexico to the Merrimack Valley. This cheesy 
Quesabirria is stuffed with tender, flavorful meat. MethuenLife photos by Hailey Moschella

Triana Fanor of Lawrence opened her 
restaurant in Haverhill to a welcoming 
community. She brings passion and a life 
of experience to the kitchen. Courtesy 
photo
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Dining, continued from 36

Dining in the Valley

Open 7 days a week 8am to 6pm

afcurgentcaremethuen.com

129  Turnpike St.
North Andover, MA

 978-470-0800

380R Merrimack St. 
Methuen, MA
978-975-0700

 WE'RE HERE FOR YOU. 7 DAYS A WEEK.
ONGOING CORONAVIRUS TESTING

American Family Care
URGENT CARE

Services Offered
VACCINES - IMMUNIZATIONS • FLU SHOTS • PHYSICALS - SPORTS / SCHOOL
• SEASONAL ALLERGY TREATMENT 
• ROUTINE CHECKUPS • X-RAYS   
• VACCINES-TRAVEL MEDICINE 

• URGENT CARE • ANTIBODY TESTING 
• PHYSICIALS-WELLNESS 
• CORONAVIRUS TESTING • ON SITE LABS

You can book an appointment online at

beans. The Chicken Tacos are fresh, as are all the offer-
ings at Triana’s. Every dish comes with their signature 
(muy picante!) salsa and mild avocado salsa. 

By focusing a menu on a dish that has become an over-
night sensation, Triana’s has the advantage of introducing 
the community to many more traditional dishes as she 
expands her offerings to include some of her favorites, 
like Cochinita Pibil.  

Triana says this citrus and earthy braised pork is “One 
of my favorite dishes to prepare. When I make it, I feel 
my grandma next to me.”

On a hot day, grab a fresh Horchata on ice for a 
treat and don’t leave without getting at least one slice 

of Tres Lech-
es Cake, one 
of my favor-
ite desserts. 
The sponge 
cake soaks 
up the three 
milks and is 
surprisingly 
light after a 
big meal of 
Birria. 

T r i a n a , 
who opened 
her doors 
during a try-
ing pandemic 
year, says, “If 
it wasn’t for my 

husband’s support, this wouldn’t be possible. She is also 
grateful for the support of her kids who she says always 
show patience and lend a helping hand. 

With a painted black ceiling and exposed brick, Triana’s 
gives the illusion of a Mexican courtyard. You will feel like 

you’re dining in Oaxaca. Vibrant colors and images of artist 
Frida Kahlo adorn the walls. 

“She was a free spirit. I feel like her sometimes. She was 
very brave. Even when she struggled, she always found 
happiness,” says Triana.Cool off with a refreshing Horchata over 

ice!

The Birria Tostadas come with three toasted tortillas and a 
generous portion of toppings. 

Triana’s serves up fresh tacos with a choice of carnitas, beef, 
Mexican sausage or chicken, pictured here. 
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B&W

Let Our Family Protect Your Family

(978)685-2549
www.michaudinsurance.com

Shopping for Insurance?
Support Your Local Agent

95 Ayer Street
Methuen, MA 01844

Michaud Insurance Agency is a family owned and
operated agent that offers a range of insurance

services for our clients.

Auto (MA & NH)

Homeowners, Renters, & Condo

Business & Commercial
Antiques & Collectibles

Motorcycle, ATV & Boat

Weddings & Life

Servicing Massachusetts & New Hampshire since 1979

We practice social distancing & can
do everything for you 
Electronically!

For 21 years, the Marsh School 
has raised money – nearly $300,000! 
– for the American Heart Associa-
tion. So while the COVID-19 pan-
demic presented obstacles to this 
year’s Kids Heart Challenge, phys-ed 
teachers Laurie James and Michelle 
Kulberg wouldn’t let it stop them.

This year, 700 kindergartners to 
fourth-graders took part either vir-
tually or in person. The kids have 
been learning about heart health and 
the importance of eating healthy and 
physical activity. During a specified 
phys-ed class, the kids took part 

in “jumping stations” where they 
kept their bodies moving for 45 
minutes. They did everything 
from jumping rope and hurdles 
to bouncing on a trampoline 
and hula-hoop jumping. 

Money raised will help fund 
research to fight heart disease and 
stroke, which are America’s number 
1 and 3 killers. 

Students sought sponsors to help 
them raise money for the cause. This 
year’s top money raiser is first-grad-
er Madisyn Audy who collected 
$1,131.82.

Now THAT’s a reason to jump 
for joy!

Marsh jumping beans raise 
$14K for Heart Assoc.

Second-grader Aubree Robichaud gets a big bounce on 
the trampoline! Courtesy photos First-grader Noaln Deveau proves that a 

hula-hoop isn’t just for the hips!

Third-graders Eva Bistany, Mya LaPlante and Nahlia DeLosSantos show 
that PLAY is good for your heart and soul!

Fourth-grader Jaelyse Taveras launches over the hurdles.
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COLLEGE NEWS

JROTC team off to
national Academic finals 

Methuen High Principal Rich Barden 
recently included this terrific news in his 
weekly message: “Congratulations to the 
MHS JROTC Academic team for advancing 
to the National Academic Championship 
at Catholic University in Washington, DC. 
Our team is one of 32 out of over 3,000 
to advance to the finals. The competition, 
funded by the U.S. Army, is scheduled to 
take place June 18 through June 22. Con-
gratulations to Co-Captains Patrick Dono-
van and Daniel Garcia, and to team mem-
bers Nathaniel Hashem, Margaret Kloster, 
Amelia Faretra, Katrina Wong, Chelsea 
Hamel, Eleanor Murphy, and Olivia Mur-
phy. Rangers Lead the Way!”

St. John’s
Prep Honor Roll

St. John’s Prep in Danvers recently 
announced the names of Methuen students 
who earned academic honors for the second 
quarter of the 2020–2021 school year.

Students who qualified for the Head-
master’s List, earning grades of A-minus or 
above in all courses, are Emil Pinales-San-
tana and Michael Ruffini.

Those who qualified for the Principal’s 
List, earning grades of B-plus or above in 
all courses, are James Crocker and Andrew 
Haykal.

Qualifying for the Honor Roll, with 
grades of B or above in all courses, are Wil-
liam LaVallee and Victor Rivera.

In Brief
Aging kitchens in two Methuen schools 

are about to get some desperately needed 
kitchen upgrades.

The cherry on the top is that grant money 
is paying!

The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF), 
the charitable arm of the non-profit School 
Nutrition Association (SNA), named 
Methuen Public Schools’ Food Service 
Director Robert Frati as the recipient of the 
SNF Winston Equipment Grant for school 
meal program equipment. Facing continued 
challenges stemming from the pandemic, 
school nutrition professionals around the 
country applied for SNF Equipment Grants 
in the fall of 2020, all vying for upward of 
$65,000 worth of new equipment to benefit 
their school meal programs.

Frati applied for the equipment grant to 
help replace aging equipment, which his 
staff uses to feed the district’s 7,000 stu-
dents. In just three years, the district has 
spent more than $390,000 on kitchen equip-
ment repairs or purchases. Frati is planning 
to use this grant to replace a pair of dou-
ble-stack ovens and two steamers, original 
to the Marsh Grammar School and Com-
prehensive Grammar School’s 30-year-old 
kitchens, which continuously need repairs.

Additional labor had to be allocated at 
two schools due to inefficient and outdated 
kitchen equipment, which also increases 
utility costs compared to newer equipment. 
Staff must plan menus based on what equip-
ment is working. Frati believes with the 
right kitchen equipment, staff would be able 
to plan more innovative menus, increase the 
number of scratch-made options and add 
satellite locations throughout the district to 
help increase student participation. 

“The benefits of new kitchen equipment 
are great, like better performance and reli-
ability, easy cleaning and meeting heath 
codes,” said Frati. “Special considerations 
have to be made because of the age of 
the equipment. Menu items that should be 
prepared in minutes can sometimes take 
hours - frozen corn in the steamer can take 
up to an hour to heat. At times, we’ve had to 
purchase prepared foods instead of scratch 
cooking, which raises our food costs.”

School meal programs operate on 
extremely tight budgets, funded by cafeteria 
sales and reimbursements for meals served. 
With revenue declines due to COVID-19 
school closures and the shift between dis-
tance learning and hybrid models, many 
school meal programs lack critical funds to 
purchase necessary equipment and supplies 
or cover transportation, temporary staffing 
and other costs associated with current 
COVID-19 feeding programs.

“Dependable and proper kitchen equip-
ment is vital to help school nutrition pro-
fessionals prepare and serve quality meals 
that help nourish young minds,” said School 
Nutrition Foundation Chair Julia Bauscher, 
SNS. “These grants help replace or upgrade 
equipment to support an efficient kitchen 
and successful school nutrition program 
operations.”

SNF and Winston Foodservice have 
worked together for more than a decade to 
provide one lucky school district with 10 
new pieces of Winston equipment. Once 
awarded, Frati will work with a Winston 
Foodservice representative to determine 
what best suits the school district’s needs 
for the coming school year.

Methuen Public Schools’ Food Service Director Bob Frati eagerly awaits the replacement 
of this aging kitchen equipment, courtesy of grant money from The School Nutrition 
Foundation. Courtesy photo

New ovens, steamers for 2 schools,
thanks to grant, will mean fresher food

At Worcester Polytechnic Institute, all undergrad-
uates are required to complete a research-driven, 
professional-level project that applies science and 
technology to addresses an important societal need 
or issue. The following Methuen students complet-
ed their IQP this spring: Brian Pacheco, majoring 
in mechanical engineering, completed a project 
titled “Developing a Structured Grant Program for 
Hearts of Gold with Ecuador Project Center.” Laura 
Staugler, majoring in Mathematical Sciences, com-
pleted a project titled “Public Outreach on FASD 
with London Project Center.” … Edie Hudson, 
a member of the Class of 2022 majoring in civil 
engineering at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, was 
a member of a student team that recently completed 
an intense research project titled The History, Man-
agement, and Ecology of The Leadmine Mountain 
and Heins Farm Conservation Properties at Reykja-
vik, Iceland (IQP). … Jenna N. Briere, a sophomore 
majoring in biology, was named a Presidential 
Scholar for the fall 2020 semester at Clarkson 
University in Potsdam, N.Y. Presidential Scholars 
must achieve a minimum 3.80 grade-point average 
and carry at least 14 credit hours. … Nika Nguyen 
has been named a member of Bryant University's 
Bryant Senior Advisory Council (BSAC). While rep-
resenting the Class of 2021, she will meet monthly 
with the president and members of his cabinet to 
reflect and learn together during these unprecedent-
ed times for Bryant and for all of higher education. 
The students will gain significant professional expe-
rience and exposure, and a deeper knowledge of 
their university. … Lasell University's annual Take 
Back the Night event, an evening of recognition 
of survivors of domestic and sexual violence, took 
place in a hybrid format. Tirzah McGowan, a 
student in Karin Raye's criminal justice course on 
domestic violence, was among those who planned 
and executed the first flex event. Outside of the uni-
versity's Science and Technology Center (STC), a 
display of illuminated lanterns hung with messages 
of support and empowerment from survivors and 
members of the greater Lasell community. More 
than 150 people joined the event online and in per-
son in COVID-compliant classrooms. Five speakers 
shared stories of childhood, teen, and college 
sexual and domestic violence, and talked about the 
"shame and blame" they went through, in addition 

to healing processes and dealing with the aftermath 
of those experiences. … Madelyn Westbrook has 
been named to the Plymouth State University Pres-
ident's List for the Fall 2020 semester. … Kyle Lud-
wig has been named to the Plymouth State Univer-
sity Dean's List for the Fall 2020 semester. … These 
Methuen students are on Assumption University’s 
fall 2020 Dean’s List: Mikas Kulbis-Marino, Julia 
Palmisano and Julia Tardugno. … Curry College’s 
Fall 2020 Dean's List includes Methuen’s Elaine 
Solorin, Chelsea Paquette, Florence Gathogo 
and Alissa Holden. … More than 2,300 undergrad-
uate students at Coastal Carolina University were 
named to the Dean's List for the Fall 2020 semes-
ter, including Samuel DiFiore a finance major. … 
Springfield College’s fall Dean's List includes Ian 
Ferris, Adiamis Ramos-Delgado, Monica Cabral 
and Clayton Puglisi. … Dean College is pleased to 
announce that Ryan Gallagher has earned a place 
on the Dean's List for the Fall 2020 semester. ... 
The following Methuen students were named to the 
Dean's List at the University of New Hampshire for 
the fall 2020 semester. Receiving Highest Honors 
were Emma Leveille, Shaylee Sarmiento and 
Laura Zubricki. High Honors went to Maria Lucci-
sano, Ashley Kern, Megan O'Shea and Christian 
Talmo. Alisha Wannaphong earned Honors. … 
Nathan Hebert excelled during the Fall 2020 
semester at Hoffstra University, achieving a GPA 
of at least 3.5 to earn a spot on the Dean's List. …
American International College has named 640 stu-
dents to the Dean's List for the fall 2020 semester 
including Linedlay Alcide and Hannah Rinehart. … 
Sarah Eason has been named to the University of 
Delaware Dean's List for the Fall 2020 semester. 
… Bryant University recognizes these Methuen 
students, named to the Deans' List for the fall 2020 
semester: Zachary Chase, William Limperis, Nika 
Nguyen and Matthew Downer. … The University 
of Rhode Island is pleased to announce the Fall 
2020 Dean's List, which includes Methuen students 
Stanley Hanci, Hannah Nguyen, Nick Pelczar, Viv-
ian Tran and Brendan Wicks. … Noah Jankowski 
was named to the dean's list at Bates College for 
the fall semester ending in December 2020. This is 
a distinction earned by students whose grade point 
average is 3.88 or higher.
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Mouth-watering, musical fun as Casa Blanca turns 2!Mouth-watering, musical fun as Casa Blanca turns 2!

First stop: America’s oldest 
operating inn
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili 
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

33 JOIN MHS NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors 
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors       
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort 

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s  Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

 

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec. 
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777 
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Cosmopolitan Travel

262 Pleasant Street — Methuen

(978) 686-2371

Cruises! Cruises! Cruises! Cruises!

A cruise is one of the best vacation values.

Accommodations, meals and entertainment are all included!

Substantial savings for kids sharing a stateroom with their parents.

Ask about Discounts for passengers over 55 years of age.

Let us help you Choose a Cruise.

There are many great deals out there!

So many cruise possibilities, so little time!

Railway to the moon!Travel 
   Talk

By Jim Keogh
MethuenLife Writer

Of the hundreds of fascinating tourist 
destinations throughout New England, 
unquestionably the most unusual and 
thrilling attraction is the Mount Wash-
ington Cog Railway.

Located in Bretton Woods, N.H., in 
the heart of the White Mountains, this 
was the first mountain cog railway in 
the world. A cog railway has a toothed 
track that allows the train to climb steep 
grades. If you attempted to run a regular 
train up a steep incline, the wheels would 
slip on the smooth rails. Instead, the cog 
railway uses a rack and pinion system 
(think of the interlocking teeth of gears) 
to make it up the hill safely. In this case, 
the “hill” is Mount Washington, the 
highest peak in the northeastern United 
States.

In 1858, Sylvester Marsh approached 
the New Hampshire Legislature in Con-
cord to request permission to build a 
railroad up the rugged slopes on Mount 
Washington to its 6,828-foot summit. Not 
surprisingly, his proposal was considered 
ridiculously impossible. After observing  
a model Marsh used to demonstrate his 
idea for railway, one of the legislators 
quipped that Marsh might as well build a 
“railway to the moon.”

He was granted the permission he 
sought, and after three years of construc-
tion the cog railway was completed. A 
trestle winding its way more than 3 miles 
up the mountain ranges from 3 to 30 feet 
off the ground. The steepest part of the 
tack, known as Jacob’s Ladder, is the 
second steepest such track in the world 
(the steepest is at Mount Pilatus in Swit-
zerland). In New Hampshire, the grade is 
37.4 percent. At that incline, the heads of 
passengers in the front of the railroad car 
are 13 feet higher than the heads of those 

The Mount Washington Cog Railway is designed to climb to the top of the highest peak in 
the northeastern United States. This New Hampshire tourist attraction has been operat-
ing since 1869. Courtesy photo.

in the rear of the car.
It takes roughly three hours to make 

the round-trip up and down Mount Wash-
ington. This includes an hour stop at the 
summit. Each trip requires more than 1 
ton of coal and 1,000 gallons of water 
to move the 18-ton engine and its one 
coach to the top. The train stops halfway 
up the mountain to take on water. From 
there, trains pass along a complex series 
of switches that allow trains to pass one 
another on the tracks. There are seven 
different trains able to carry passengers 
up and down Mount Washington, and 
they are used depending on demand. In 
2008, new bio-diesel locomotives were 
added to the fleet supplementing coal-
fueled locomotives. This will help dimin-
ish emissions and will lessen the wasteful 
use of fossil fuels.

Views from the train feature a vari-
ety of flora and fauna, deep ravines and 
breathtaking vistas of the Presidential 
Range. On a clear day, the view from the 
summit can include the Atlantic Ocean, 
Vermont, New York, Maine and Canada. 
On not-so-clear days, the train literally 
ascends above the clouds.

At the foot of the mountain, visitors 
can spend time at the base station gift shop 
and a cafeteria-stle restaurant. Generally, 
the cog railway operates from Memorial 
Day until late October. In 2009, the adult 
fare is $59. Children 4 to 12 years of age 
pay $39. Children under 4 are free if they 
sit on an adult’s lap.

Experience the cog railway for your-
self. It’s a pleasant drive to Bretton Woods 
from Methuen. Our company is plan-
ning a one-day trip next year which will 
include the transportation from Methuen, 
a ride on the cog railway and lunch.
   
Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.

After a months-long period of hiberna-
tion due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, 
we were finally in a position to resume the 
operation of our bus tours in late April. 

Our first trip of 2021 was simple in 
nature. It featured a lunch at the historic 
Wayside Inn in Sudbury, combined with a 
visit and docent-guided tour at the American 
Heritage Museum in Hudson. The Wayside 
Inn is America’s oldest operating inn, pro-
viding food, beverages and lodging to guests 
since 1716. In 1923, Henry Ford purchased 
the inn and expanded the property, adding 
several new structures, including a grist mill 
and a chapel. Ford re-located the Redstone 
Schoolhouse from Sterling to Sudbury. This 
is the fabled schoolhouse made famous 
in the “Mary Had a Little Lamb” nursery 
rhyme. The grist mill is still used today, 
providing the inn’s kitchen with grains and 
cornmeal. We arranged for the innkeeper to 
board our chartered bus and provide us with 
a narrated driving tour of the property.

The American Heritage Museum features 
more than 20 captivating exhibits, from the 
Revolutionary War to current times. Also on 
display here is one of the world’s largest col-
lections of tanks and armored vehicles, all 
displayed as parts of dramatic dioramas. The 
chief docent led us on an informative tour 
of the museum’s highlights. This visit was 
an educational and very moving experience. 

Coming up soon will be several new bus 
tour itineraries that will help make up for 
the time we lost during our forced hiatus. 
In June, we will travel to central Massa-
chusetts and have lunch at the Steaming 
Tender Restaurant, located within a restored 
train station, designed by Henry Richardson, 
the architect who created Boston’s Trinity 
Church among several other iconic build-

UPCOMING TRIPS
Cosmopolitan Travel has ramped up its travel itinerary. 
Upcoming day trips include the Steaming Tender Restaurant, located within 
a restored train station in central Massachusetts; the Green Animals Topiary 
Gardens near Newport, R.I. and a stop at the 2021 Flower Show; a Gloucester 
Harbor Luncheon Cruise; an adventure aboard the Mount Washington Cog Rail-
way in New Hampshire; and the world premiere of a new Broadway musical at 
the Ogunquit Playhouse.
Multi-day itineraries include trips to Boothbay Harbor, Maine; Ocean City, Mary-
land; and a 2-night “Yuletide in the White Mountains” tour staying at the luxurious 
White Mountain Resort in North Conway.
For more information, contact Cosmopolitan Travel at (978) 686-2371.

ings that highlight the Romanesque style of 
architecture. On the station's grounds, a vin-
tage locomotive engine and parlor car are 
on display. After lunch, we will head to a 
surprise destination, one of New England’s 
hidden treasures.

Also in June, we will visit the Green 
Animals Topiary Gardens near Newport, 
R.I. These gardens feature a menagerie of 
more than 30 animals, created by a team of 
talented horticulturists who have magical-
ly transformed yew, California privet and 
English boxwood into giraffes, elephants, 
teddy bears, etc. From the gardens, we 
will head to Newport and attend the 2021 
Flower Show. The setting is the magnifi-
cent Rosecliff Mansion, where the elegant 
ballroom, terrace and salon have been con-
verted into a spectacular showcase for floral 
and garden masterpieces.

In July, we will enjoy a Gloucester 
Harbor Luncheon Cruise featuring lobster. 
On our schedule in August is an adventure 
aboard the Mount Washington Cog Railway 
in New Hampshire. September will take us 
to Maine for a matinée performance of the 
world premiere of a Broadway musical at 
the Ogunquit Playhouse.

In addition to these one-day trips, we are 
thrilled to offer a few multi-day itinerar-
ies: In August, an overnight stay in quaint 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine; in September, 3 
nights in the seaside resort of Ocean City, 
Maryland;  in December, a 2-night “Yule-
tide in the White Mountains” tour staying 
at the luxurious White Mountain Resort in 
North Conway.

We are currently working on creating 
attractive itineraries for many other won-
derful tour destinations. Details to follow. It 
is so exciting to get back on the road again 
with our traveling friends!

Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.

In the 1950s, this grist mill at the Wayside Inn shipped its entire output of 48 tons of whole 
wheat flour per month to Pepperidge Farms plants around the country. In the 1960s, the 
mill produced flour for the King Arthur Flour Company. The mill currently provides the 
Wayside Inn with the flour and cornmeal needed for the kitchen’s baked goods. Courtesy 
photos

This photo depicts two of the “green animals” that make up the horticultural menagerie at 
the Topiary Gardens near Newport, R.I., which we’ll visit in June. The gardens are operated 
under the auspices of the Newport Preservation Society. 
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FLOWERS DIE. VACUUMS SUCK. TIES STAIN. TOOLS BUST
BUT HAND-CRAFTED MOTHER’S & FATHER’S DAY GIFTS ARE CHERISHED FOREVER.

Cutting Boards made of Oak, Purple Heart, 
Cherry and African Padauk sealed with 
multiple coats of Bees Wax Conditioner.

Sturdy Bookcases can be constructed from a 
variety of woods, then painted or stained. 
Ideal for books, glassware & collectibles.

Featuring a rugged wooden base, this 
granite-topped island combines utility and 

beauty for a beautiful addition.

•  END TABLES   •  DISPL AY CASES with  or without  GL ASS & L IGHTING
 •  L AUNDRY HAMPERS   •  CABINETS •  CUSTOMIZED HE AD & FOOT BOARDS 
 •  HALL TREES   •  K ITCHEN TABLES & ISL ANDS    •  CHESTS

WE CAN REFURBISH YOUR DESK OR TABLE!AND FOR THE KIDS
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See ART, Page 43

AFFORDABLE  Senior Housing

APPLICATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Studio & One Bedroom 

Apartments
          Each unit has:
  • Kitchenette • Refrigerator
  • Stove • Sink • Bathroom
• Smoke Free Environment
All On Beautiful, Historic Grounds 
Convenient to Downtown Methuen 

and Highways

Nevins Manor
110 Broadway, Methuen, MA 01844

Main: 978-686-1050
                     www.nevinsmanorapts.com      

TTY:711

The sun shining into our lounge 
makes for a happy day in May!

+

Speaking of Art
School art teacher coming full circle in her journey

By Patricia Bruno

Artists often describe their relationship 
with art as a journey. From picking up that 
first crayon as a child to delving into oil 
painting after retirement, the road is often 
a winding one, with plenty of detours 
along the way. A straight trajectory trav-
eled with full intent may happen for some, 
but in most cases the route veers off course 
into several directions, leading to surpris-
ing destinations. 

For Methuen native Lisa Buglione-De-
sharnais, the path has 
come in the form of a cir-
cle -- and she seems not at 
all surprised at her arrival. 

Buglione’s interest in 
art began at an early age. 

“In elementary school at 
both Searles and Ashford, 
the traveling art teacher 

was Mrs. Gaidis,” she says. “She inspired 
everyone to create art, whether they had 
talent or not, always proudly displaying 
our work, encouraging us to feel good 
about self-expression. She made us shine.” 

At home, her parents recognized and 

nurtured her burgeoning interest in art. 
“My mother was well-traveled, musical-

ly talented, and very connected to arts and 
culture,” she says. “My father was a public 

servant (state Rep. Nicholas Buglione), so 
both of them were actively involved in the 
community. We lived in a big Victorian 
house with a porch on the top floor. When 
I was 8 years old, coming home excited 
about my art classes in school, my mother 
had my father turn the porch into a studio 

for me. They would often invite their artist 
friends to visit me in my studio to share 
their own work. I realized early on to appre-
ciate and value art.” 

Unfortunately, during the 1970s, Bugli-
one’s high school had no art program. 
Wandering the campus of Presentation of 
Mary Academy, the young artist encoun-
tered Sister Beatrice, a retired teacher who 
resided in the convent.

“She was an artist, and I visited her often 
to discuss art,” Buglione recalls. 

Again, Buglione’s parents intervened 
and managed to set up private lessons for 
her with Sister Beatrice. For the following 
four years, Buglione sat at her feet and 
studied art. 

“She would say, ‘Let’s go outside with 
an easel,’ and to me, always feeling a con-
nection with nature, this was so exciting,” 
she says. 

Buglione went on to Salem State Col-
lege to major in education with a minor in 
art. Having had such positive role models 
as teachers in both elementary and high 
school, she valued the importance of edu-
cation and was motivated to learn how 
to teach. While at Salem State, Bugli-

Lisa Buglione-
Desharnais

For Lisa Buglione-Desharnais, a Methuen 
Public Schools art teacher for over 25 
years, watercolor is a favorite medium. 
Courtesy photos

Buglione’s art is inspired by nature, as in 
this acrylic of a heron. 
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Servicing Families & Friends in 2 Locations -- 
Methuen & Salem, NH

Dewhirst & Boles Funeral Home
80 Broadway, Methuen

978-687-1333
www.dewhirstbolesfuneral.com • Serving All Faiths • Locally Family Owned For 96 Years

Goundrey & Dewhirst Funeral Home
42 Main St., Salem, NH

603-898-2181

one explored her own artistic abilities by 
joining local artist groups, displaying and 
sometimes selling her work. After earning 
her degree in education, she then returned 
to college to specialize in teaching art so 
that she could combine her two interests. 

The art-teaching career has taken many 
directions through the years. Buglione start-
ed out in public schools as a preschool/early 
childhood teacher in Methuen, but after two 
years she found that it was too restrictive 
for her creative spirit. At this point, her very 
first mentor, Mrs. Gaidis, was retiring from 
her position as traveling art teacher in the 
elementary school system. The torch was 

passed to Buglione, and she found herself 
back at her own grade school, Ashford, as 
well as in Stephen Barker, Howe, Pleasant 
Valley and the Comprehensive Grammar 
School, stepping into the shoes of her influ-
ential and beloved teacher. 

“I couldn’t help thinking that I had come 
full circle. It was such an affirmation for me 
as I walked back into my old school,” she 
says. “And interestingly, I even found items 
from my years at Ashford in the art closet.” 

As many of the small grammar schools 
closed, Buglione eventually was assigned 
to teach at the Marsh School, where she 
remained for 15 years. She proudly shares 
that, in Methuen, the art programs have 
never been cut during those years. 

“This is why I stayed for so long. There 
was a value placed on art education,” she 
says. 

A few years ago she took another leap 
and left her position at the Marsh School. 

“I needed to spread my wings,” she says. 
“I had been teaching classes part-time at the 
Essex Art Center, and felt that it was time 
to explore other ways of teaching and also 
to get in touch with my own identity as an 
artist.” 

During this leg of the journey, Buglione 
circled back to her high school alma mater, 
PMA, which offered her a part-time posi-
tion. 

“I was invited to develop an art program, 
something that I did not have when I attend-
ed,” she says. “I was so delighted to be able 

to contribute by building a curriculum. I 
became head of the art department, and had 
my own little studio, where I taught and 
created everything from pottery to jewel-
ry, for the final four years of the school’s 
operation.” 

Sister Beatrice would have been proud. 
Buglione has continued to teach at the 

Essex Art Center while also sharing her 
passion for art and education in other ways. 
In her ongoing Professional Development 
classes for other educators, she shares her 
philosophy of creative teaching. 

“As a teacher, I understand education. 
As an artist, I show teachers ways to 
teach creatively. Art involves science and 
problem solving,” she says. “One exercise 
we do is to create a pizza out of pieces of 
paper. The teachers go back to their class-
room with a ‘pizza’ in an actual pizza box, 
which is then used to demonstrate fractions 

to a third-grader in simple visual terms.” 
Another part-time gig for Buglione has 

been staff development which, these days, 
has focused on health and wellness. She 
teaches Zentangle classes, a meditative 
form of art that explores relaxation through 
the drawing of structured and repetitive 
patterns. With an additional background 
in psychology, she also holds art therapy 
classes for women in a variety of challeng-
ing situations such as addiction, depression, 
anxiety and even in stages of Alzheimer's. 

“In many cases,” says Buglione, “art is 
very helpful in the healing process or, at the 
least, in reducing anxiety.” 

She also teaches art at St. Monica School 
and is strongly connected to her church 
community. And somewhere in her spare 
time, she sometimes conducts paint parties. 

Buglione’s hope for the near future is to 
return to her own love for creating art. 

“What I have taught for so many years is 
not only art, but self-esteem. As a teacher, 
I have shared my philosophy that art does 
not have to be perfect to be amazing. We 
are so quick to judge others and especially 
to judge ourselves,” she says. “As an artist, 
I need to get over this myself. I help others 
to shine, but the missing piece is for me to 
shine as an artist. I hope to connect more 
with the art community through my own 
work, to focus more on myself as an artist. 
After teaching all these years, it is now 
time for it to come back to me.” 

And the circle continues.

Referring to herself as an eclectic artist, 
Buglione dabbles in many art forms, even 
Henna tattoo. 

This still life was the artist’s first oil 
painting at age 12. 
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Original Homestyle Cuisine & Original Fresh Baked Goods

88 Lowell Street, Methuen
Hours of Operation: 

Tue - Thur 6:00 am - 3:00 pm
Fri 6:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Sat 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

978-689-8436
www.theoriginalcafe.com

Deli Platters to Fully Prepared Dinners. Call Today for all of your catering needs

Leave the cooking to us
Pre-Order your Holiday Feast Today!

ROaSTed TendeRlOin OF BeeF wiTH a PePPeRcORn & BRandy Sauce

ROaSTed FingeRling POTaTOeS wiTH ROSemaRy & gaRlic

FiRe ROaSTed aSPaRaguS wiTH Red Bell PePPeR

RaSPBeRRy mOuSSe cHOcOlaTe BaSkeTS
$16.95 PeR PeRSOn

Fresh Baked Desserts
aPPle Pie OR

mixed BeRRy Pie
$12.95

maPle Pecan Pie
$13.95

PePPeRminT PaTTy
wHOOPie PieS
$1.95/eacH

SPiced PumPkin layeR cake
PeaR TaRT

$16.95
RaSPBeRRy mOuSSe
cHOcOlaTe BaSkeTS

$4.95/eacH
Banana FRiTTeRS wiTH claReT Sauce

$8.95/dOzen

SeaFOOd STuFFed muSHROOmS $15.95 dOz
JumBO SHRimP cOckTail wiTH HORSeRadiSH & TaBaScO Sauce $18.50 dOz

maPle ROaSTed ScallOPS & BacOn $18.50 dOz
FReSH FRuiT & imPORTed cHeeSe BOaRdS $18 SeRveS 12

Pre-Order Your Holiday Appetizers

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 19TH.

Methuen 
Health & Rehabilitation      
         Center
    
  480 Jackson Street
   Methuen, MA

Transitional and Long-term Care Facility
DFully staffed internal therapy department
DState of the art rehabilitation equipment
DTherapy available 7 days a week
DVital Stim. for swallowing issues
DElectrotherapy/Diathermy/Ultrasound for

  strengthening, pain, urinary incontinence
  and wound care

Come meet our team of dedicated professionals
DD Call today for a tour DD

978-696-3906

Methuen
 Santa Parade
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Methuen Memorials

Finest quality personalized 
memorials, as unique as the 
lives they honor. 
Custom-crafted and warranted
forever. Mausoleums and 
estate memorials, traditional 
and creative monuments, 
cremation 
memorials.

466 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA • www.rockofages.com

978-686-4312

Newly

Remodeled

State of the Art 

Facility

  

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery
29 Barker St., Lawrence

For information call Jim Jacobs at 978-682-8181
Hours: M-F  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat. 9-12

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery and 

Chapel Mausoleum

Methuen’s Our Lady of Good Counsel chapel and mausoleum offers a 
wide selection of crypts and columbariums to meet your needs.

   There are single and double crypts, inside crypts and crypts along the 
exterior faces of the Mausoleum.

 
 

Mon - Fri  9am - 5pm
Sat  10am - 2pm

Anytime By Appointment

Only locally Authorized Rock of Ages dealer
Experienced memorial artist on site
No interest payment plans
Superior craftsmanship
Finest quality granite
In-home consults

466 Merrimack St  Methuen, MA
methuenmemorial.com

978-686-4312

Methuen Memorials
Quality Makes a Difference

MONUMENT SALES
CEMETERY LETTERING
MONUMENT CLEANING

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm    Sat 9am-2pm  
Sun appts available

COLIZZIMEMORIALS.com

3 Generations as
Memorial Service

Professionals

Michael Colizzi
President

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St.

Methuen, MA

C
COLIZZI
MEMORIALS

JAKE’S MISSION FOR THE WIN!

Texas Road House in Methuen recently partnered with the fifth annual Jake’s Mission for 
Stroke Awareness for a fund-raising raffle. Gift cards to local businesses and Boston Bruins 
autographed memorabilia went to lucky winners. Jake’s Mission has raised $11,000 over 
the past four years. For upcoming fund-raisers, which benefit former New England Patriots 
linebacker Tedy Bruschi’s non-profit organization Tedy’s Team, follow the Facebook page 
Jake’s Mission - Raising Stroke Awareness. Shown are New England Patriots mascot Pat 
Patriot with the Santos siblings: Zachary, Alana and Jake. Courtesy photo
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This delightful creamy soup is claimed by 
a number of cultures, so I modeled mine on a 
toned-down Middle East version. You can add 
as much heat to it as you like; it can take it.

Creamy Cauliflower Soup
Serves 6

1 head cauliflower, cut into florets
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 clove garlic, minced
¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon turmeric
1 teaspoon cumin
1/8 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 teaspoon salt
1½ cups vegetable broth 
¾ cup heavy cream
1/3 cup sour cream
ground nutmeg, for garnish
Bring a saucepan of lightly salted water to 

a boil. Add the cauliflower florets, and cook 
uncovered for 4 to 6 minutes until just tender. 
Drain well and set aside. Heat olive oil in the 
saucepan over medium heat. Stir in the gar-
lic, and cook until fragrant, about 1 minute. 
Add cauliflower, ¼ teaspoon nutmeg, turmeric, 
cumin, red pepper flakes and salt. Cook and stir 
2 to 3 minutes, then pour in the vegetable broth 
and bring to a boil over medium-high heat. 
Reduce heat to medium-low, cover, and simmer 
until the cauliflower is very tender, 15 or 20 
minutes. Pour the mixture into a blender, fill-
ing the pitcher halfway. Puree in batches until 
smooth, then pour into a stockpot. Stir in heavy 
cream, and cook over medium-low heat until 
hot. Top with sour cream and nutmeg to serve.

Sambusas are an Ethiopian dish, similar 
to Indian samosas. Traditionally stuffed with 
ground beef or lamb, I made this cheesy ver-
sion and had to add a little Italian flair with the 
ricotta cheese. If you don’t care for goat cheese, 
an equal amount of shredded fresh mozzarella 
will do. 

Cheese Sambusas
Serves 15

1 (4 ounce) package cream cheese
¼ cup ricotta cheese 
2 tablespoons goat cheese
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons ground ginger
2 tablespoons milk
½ onion, finely chopped
3 tablespoons chopped fresh basil
5 tablespoons butter, melted 
5 12-inch square spring roll wrappers
¼ cup water
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a baking 

sheet. Mix cream cheese, ricotta, goat cheese, 
garlic, ginger and milk together in a bowl; 
add onion and basil. Stir well. Cut one sheet 
of spring roll wrapper into 3 rectangles, each 
about 4x12 inches. Lightly brush with melted 

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.

Committed to providing your family with the highest quality care 
and service in your time of need. 

Offering various types of funeral and cremation services.
Serving the traditions of all cultures and religions in our community 

with the utmost respect and attention to detail. 
Providing complete pre-arrangement options, for peace of mind 
and to make sure your personal desires are known and honored.

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.
233 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844

(978) 687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

Family owned and operated for over 60 years

By Paula Erskine
Ramadan: Eating up when the sun goes down

A TAsTe of Home

This year, Muslims are celebrating the fast-
ing month of Ramadan from April 12 to May 
12. Although eating is forbidden from sunrise 
to sunset, once the sun goes down, celebrants 
make up for daylight fasting with some of the 
most delicious spreads you’ll ever see, with 
a meal called the iftar. I’ve simplified some 
popular Ramadan recipes here, removing nuts, 
and replacing harder-to-find ingredients with 
those easier to obtain locally. If you celebrate 
Ramadan and your family makes any of these 
traditional dishes, don’t worry. I know your 
mom’s is better. Here is my introduction to the 
glorious foods of Ramadan. 

  No one has ever made “a little biriyani”. 
Originating in the Imperial kitchens of the 
Mughal Empire, this is one of those meals that 
suit large get-togethers. It reheats well the next 
day, making for some great leftovers. The trick 
is having enough left over to re-heat. There are 
almost as many variations of biryani as there 
are people who make it.

Biryani
Serves 12

2½ tablespoons olive oil 
3 tablespoons plain yogurt
2 tablespoons distilled white vinegar
1 medium onion, sliced
2 cloves garlic, crushed
1 tablespoon ground ginger 
2 small green chili peppers
2 medium tomatoes, chopped
1½ tablespoons cumin
1 tablespoon allspice
1 tablespoon dried mint
salt and pepper to taste
5 sprigs cilantro
3 pounds of skinless, boneless chicken, 

either dark or white meat (or both), cut into 
pieces

2 quarts water
4 cups uncooked basmati rice
1 bay leaf
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon nutmeg
Heat olive oil in a large skillet over medium 

heat. Mix in yogurt and vinegar. Add onion to 
skillet, cook until tender. Mix in garlic, ginger, 
chili peppers and tomatoes, stirring until toma-
toes are tender. Add cumin, allspice, mint, salt, 
ground pepper, cilantro and chicken. Reduce 
heat to medium-low, cover and cook 45 min-
utes, stirring occasionally, until chicken juices 
run clear.

Bring the water and rice to a boil in a large 
pot. Mix in bay leaf, nutmeg and cinnamon. 
Season with salt to taste. Cover, reduce heat to 
low and simmer 20 minutes. In a separate pot, 
alternate the rice and chicken mixture in layers, 
topping with rice. Serve hot.

butter. Place a heaping teaspoon of filling on the 
4-inch end of the rectangle. Fold the end over 
the filling; pick up a corner and fold diagonally, 
making a triangle. Continue to fold diagonally, 
making a triangular packet, so the filling doesn't 
come out the ends. Dab a little water on the end 
of the strip and seal the sambusa closed. Repeat 
with remaining filling and spring roll wrappers. 
Place on prepared baking sheet. Bake in the 
preheated oven until crisp and golden, about 
25 minutes.

We’re rounding out the meal with dessert, of 
course. This Persian custard would normally be 
served with chopped almonds or pistachios on 
top but since all my recipes are nut free, I went 
with chopped figs instead. Feel free to exchange 
them for an equal measure of chopped nuts or 
dates. Like all custards, it requires your constant 
attention.

Fereni Starch Pudding
Serves 6

2/3 cup cornstarch

2 cups milk
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon nutmeg
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 tablespoons rosewater 
¼ cup white sugar
¼ cup chopped figs 
Dissolve cornstarch in 1 cup of cold milk. 

Bring remaining cup of milk to boil with cinna-
mon and nutmeg. Reduce heat to medium, and 
whisk in cornstarch mixture. Add vanilla, rose-
water and sugar. Allow the mixture to boil for 
about 3 more minutes on medium heat, stirring 
constantly. Pour it into serving dishes and top 
with figs. Serve warm or cold.

 I hope you enjoyed these iftar recipes and 
remember, even if you don’t celebrate the 
month of Ramadan, you don’t need an excuse 
to get together with your loved ones and enjoy 
a feast. 

Paula Erskine has lived in the Methuen 
area her entire life and manages to cook and 
write while dodging basketballs, teenagers and 
four small dogs. Sooo many dogs….
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Fishing Derby
at Forest Lake

Head on over to Forest Lake to cast your line, tempt 
those fish and maybe win a prize!

On May 8, city residents of all ages are invited to the 
Springtime Methuen Fishing Derby from 10am-1pm. This 
event is free! No registration is required, just head over to 
the lake which is located off xxxx. Participants can fish 
from shore or a boat. A limited number of rods will be 
available to borrow. Trophies will be awarded in a variety 
of categories. Lunch and refreshments will be provided by 
Methuen Firefighters Local 1691. 

  For more Info, call the Mayor’s Office, (978) 983 8505.

Thinking about
running for office?

The 2021 Methuen Election Calendar has been 
announced. Interested in running for mayor, City Council 
or other elected positions? Nomination papers will be avail-
able from the City Clerk’s Office starting May 26. The last 

day for potential candidates to obtain nomination papers is 
July 23. Signed nomination papers must be returned by July 
27. List of candidates will be posted Aug. 11. Sept. 14 is the 
preliminary election; Nov. 2 is the municipal election. Have 
questions? Call the City Clerk’s Office: (978) 983-8515. 

Urgent need for
blood donors

The American Red Cross is asking that all eligible blood 
donors consider giving the gift of life. 

Here are the upcoming Methuen blood drives:
*The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 39 Hill 

St., is hosting a drive May 15, 10am-3pm.
*Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway, is hosting blood 

drives, May 25, 2-7pm.
To register, visit redcross.org and enter sponsor code: 

Methuen.  

Leaf pickup
starts May 3

The Department of Public Works will begin Spring Leaf/
Yard Waste/Brush Collection on Monday, May 3 and will 
end Friday, June 25. These items will be picked up on your 
recycling day.

Meet you on
the Rail Trail!

The Methuen Rail Trail has a couple walks scheduled 
for this month. On May 8 at 8:30am, meet at the train depot 
on Railroad Street. On May 23, join them for a Moon Walk 
at 7:30pm starting at the IHOP parking lot on Route 28 in 
Salem, N.H.  Follow Methuen Rail Trail on Facebook for 
any schedule changes.

Tool notifies of
COVID exposure

Methuen and Somerville are piloting a state-run system 
that notifies residents - via their smartphones - of possible 
COVID-19 exposure. MassNotify can send you an “expo-
sure alert” if you were in close contact with someone who 
anonymously shared through MassNotify that they tested 
positive for the virus.

You can enable the tool on your iPhone or Android phone 
and add your phone to the fight against COVID-19. If you 
choose to enable MassNotify, your phone will share anon-
ymous Bluetooth codes with other phones nearby. These 
codes do not contain personal information or location data 
and are completely anonymous, according to a press release 
from the Mayor’s Office. If you test positive, you can 
choose to anonymously alert others. If you have recently 
been near someone who tests positive for COVID-19, and 
they share their result using MassNotify, you may get a pri-
vate exposure alert on your phone. This alert will tell you 
that you may have been exposed to COVID-19. It will also 
send you information to help you quarantine and get tested.

Go to mass.gov/massnotify to learn how you can add 
your phone to the fight against COVID-19 in Massachu-
setts.

Rally for Danny
Miller continues

A GoFundMe page for the 27-year-old Methuen resi-
dent, left paralyzed from the chest down following a 2017 
motorcycle crash, has expanded. While more than $14,000 
has been raised to purchase modified exercise equipment, 
Danny also needs an exterior, weather-proof wheelchair 
lift so that he can access the main floor of his split-entry 
home. The lift, which isn't covered by insurance, costs at 
least $9,000.

Danny, a member of Methuen High's Class of 2012, was 
an athlete while at MHS where he participated in baseball, 
football, soccer and track. If you're interested in giving, go 
to GoFundMe.com and search Help Danny Miller Get a 
Wheelchair Lift.
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Forest Street Union Church 

“Celebrating Diversity” 

15 Forest Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(978) 683-8523

Sunday Service 
10 am

www.foreststreetucc.org

Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

      Lawrence      978-688-6182
      Haverhil l      978-521-5653
      Amesbury      978-388-4044  
      No. Andover      978-794-8118
      Salem, NH      603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.COM

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
Attorney MArk Ford

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani  * Peter Laudani Sr.  * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen     978-686-0372

   
    Insured
                Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments        
     •Slipcovers •Cushions    

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS? 

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2004

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and 

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone 

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on 

  Methuen Cable Television, 

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 13th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2011

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

R.A.J. Realty               Hampshire Road Self-Storage
11 Pine Street       9 Hampshire Road
Methuen, MA 01844                          Salem, NH 03079

Self-Storage

Mailing Address      Tel. (603) 894-4631
P.O. Box 5              (800) 891-4631
Methuen, MA 01844      Fax (603) 894-4638               

Business Stock and Household Goods

  www.hampshireroadstorage.com
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Forest Street Union Church 

“Celebrating Diversity” 

15 Forest Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(978) 683-8523

Sunday Service 
10 am

www.foreststreetucc.org

Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com
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Multi-Specialty
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      No. Andover      978-794-8118
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Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843
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Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
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BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719
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• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
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        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments        
     •Slipcovers •Cushions    

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS? 

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2004

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and 

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone 

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on 

  Methuen Cable Television, 

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 13th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2011

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS
• SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

284 Main St. (Route 97) Salem, NH
978-683-9000

Television & 
Appliances

METHUEN TRANSMISSION
Complete Driveline Service

Transfer Case/Rear End

Over 35 Years Serving The Greater Merrimack Valley

978-685-6088
70 Cambridge Street

Methuen, MA
Rte. 495 to Exit 46 Right off Ramp to

 First Right (Oak St.)
To First Right Again to (Dexter St) to End

2 Dundee Park Suite B03 Andover, Ma 01810
Telephone: (978) 470-2060

www.AndoverAuto.com

Serving the Merrimack Valley Area
for over 35 Years!

Fax: (978) 470-2065 ONE WEEK SUMMER SESSIONS 
JUNE 14TH - 18TH
JULY 12TH - 16TH
JULY 26TH - 30THCurrently holding Online 

Sessions until Classroom 
Sessions can resume!

 
JUNE 21ST - 25TH
JULY 19TH - 23RD
AUG. 9TH   - 13TH

AUG. 23RD - 27TH

around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen
During the 2019 
Fishing Derby, 
Myles Benoit 
caught the most 
fish – 3 total! 
ML file photo
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Addiction support
returns to in-person

The Merrimack Valley Prevention and Substance Abuse 
Project as well as the Circle of Hope support group both 
return to in-person gatherings this month.

highlighting SouthBay Community Services. Then from 
6:30-8pm, Circle of Hope – a Family Support Group for 
those who have a loved in struggling with addiction – will 
meet. This takes place at the Methuen Senior Center, 77 
Lowell St.

For more information, reach out to Phil at (987)886-
2949 or Cole, (603) 205-4752.

Methuen Magical
History Tour

  Did you know that you can take a walk through 
Methuen’s history whenever you want and not just on 
Methuen Day?

Nevins Library has a self-guided walking tour of 
Methuen’s past that will take you through the heart of 
downtown, over the Spicket River, up to the Searles Build-
ing, and back. Now that we're springing into Spring, it's a 
great time to get outside and explore what's going on in 
our community, and what the historic significance is of all 
those familiar sites.

The tour is perfect for all ages, young or young at heart, 
and fun for families with children.

For a nice, informed walk around downtown we have 
two documents you can download & print out -- the route’s 
map, and a brochure of all the amazing historical facts that 
you can refer to on your walk.

  Go to NevinsLibrary.org and print out the brochure.

Join the Scouts
for outdoor fun

Scouting is happening in Methuen! Want to get your 
boy or girl outside? Troops, packs and crews are camp-
ing, hiking and more! There are openings for Cub Scouts 
(kindergarten to fifth grade); Scouts BSA (ages 11-18) and 
Venture Crew (ages 14-20). E-mail Endbreen@aol.com for 
more info.

Can you do the
driving for a senior?

There are many local seniors who rely on others to get 
them to and from doctor appointments, via the Northern 
Essex Elder Transport out of Methuen. Volunteer drivers 
are reimbursed for their mileage. There are policies put in 

place to continue this program during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. If you’re interested in volunteering, you can find out 
more at driveforneet.org. If you are a senior who needs a 
ride, contact the Methuen Senior Center.

Elder Services’
fund-raising soars

The staff at Elder Services of the Merrimack Valley and 
North Shore is extending a heartfelt thank-you to everyone 
in Methuen who donated to the agency’s annual Holiday 
Appeal. Methuen residents helped Elder Services set a 
record in fundraising success, raising over $40,000 — 
above and beyond the original goal of $15,000. 

The agency’s work is well-known around the city. In 
fact, nearly 800 Methuen residents receive aid, ranging 
from home care to transportation, nutrition counseling to 
Medicare advice, as well as support for those living with 
Alzheimer’s and the demands of caregiving, and much 
more. The commitment and compassion staff show con-
sumers inspired many people to contribute to the campaign, 
often in their honor. The COVID-19 pandemic has raised 
the stakes as to the urgency of this work, forcing the agency 
to pivot and move many services online — and triggering 
an upswing in the demand for Meals on Wheels and other 
nutrition-focused programs. The money Elder Services 
raised from the appeal will help older adults and persons 
with disabilities who may be facing food insecurity or need 
extra funds to heat their homes this winter.

Help paying
the fuel bill

The Greater Lawrence Community Action Council Inc. 
is accepting fuel assistance applications for the winter 
heating season now through April 30. Funding is available 
to help pay a portion of winter heating bills for income-el-
igible households in Methuen and other communities. Res-
idents are encouraged to apply even if they work, live in 
subsidized housing, or if utilities are covered through rent. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has had a far-reaching 
impact on the community, making our fuel assistance pro-
gram more important than ever. At a time when families 
are facing increased financial uncertainty, this program will 
provide critical assistance to those families struggling to 
keep up with the cost of heat during our cold New England 
winters,’’ said Evelyn Friedman, executive director of 
GLCAC, which administers the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program locally. 

Eligibility is based on household size and the gross 
annual income of every household member, 18 years of 
age or older. Income guidelines are available at www.
glcac.org under the fuel assistance program. GLCAC’s fuel 
assistance staff is available by phone and e-mail Monday 
through Friday, 9am to 3pm and Thursday until 6pm to 
process phone interviews and applications, and answer 
questions. 

    
MSPCA staff is

here to help
The MSPCA at Nevins Farm remains closed to public 

visitors in order to keep everyone safe and healthy BUT 
remains (and has been) open by appointment for adoptions 
and surrenders. The focus is on community outreach and 
supporting pets and their people – and helping them stay 
together – during this crisis.   

Anyone who needs help with their pet is encouraged 
to give them a call at (978) 687-7453 ext. 6101 or e-mail 
methuen@mspca.org. Their doors may be closed in order 
to keep staff and guests safe and healthy, but they are very 
much still here and very eager to be a resource for the 
community!   

around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen

Fully licensed & insured

Brian McCarthy • 978.691.5600
Info@brianmccarthyelec.com • brianmccarthyelec.com

Couture’s 
Mobile Small Engine Repair
  We Come To You
    978-912-4716

Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

Email: garycouture62@yahoo.com

Expires5/31/2021
Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

SAVE $10
ON LAWNMOWER 

TUNEUPS!
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360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

  Methuen Cable Television,

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 15th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2013

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS
14
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$50 OFF
Home Protection Plan

Covers all general crawling insects and
rodents all year-for one price!

Initial year only, not including termites. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Limited time only. CALLNOW!

ANTS?  TERMITES?  MICE?  BEES?

978-794-4321

Quality Reliable Service Since 1977
Southern NH & Mass • Reasonable Rates

Prices Quoted over Phone
VA/FHA Termite Inspections and Reports

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESTAURANTS
GENERAL PEST
MANAGEMENT

70 Salem St. 
Methuen, MA

978-686-2509

Avedisian Farm & Greenhouses

~Poinsettias-
    All Colors & Sizes
~Wreaths
~Extra Large 
    Kissing Balls
~Roping
~Memorial Baskets

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

The Methuen Exchange Club’s 15th 
annual Recognition Dinner and Awards 
Night honored, among others, a pair of 
firefighters who saved a life.

Each year the charitable organization 
presents a Methuen Firefighter(s) of the 
Year Award, Police Officer(s) of the Year 
Award, Book of Golden Deeds award for 
an exemplary Methuen resident, and So 
Proudly We Hail awards to the resident 
and business who prominently display 
the American flag.

In addition to the Exchange Club 
plaques, recipients received proclama-
tions from state Rep. Linda Dean Camp-
bell, state Sen. Steven Baddour and 
Mayor William Manzi.

This story behind this year’s Fire-
fighters of the Year Award was espe-
cially memorable. On Aug. 23 at 1:15 
pm, Walnut Grove Cemetery supervisor 
Steve Carney was suffering chest pains. 
Methuen EMTs Tim Smith and Brett 
Paolantonio arrived within minutes.

As Smith drove the ambulance and 
kept the victim’s wife calm, Paolantonio 
monitored Carney’s vital signs. En route 

Here’s to local heroes & patriotism!
to Holy Family Hospital, Carney went 
into full cardiac arrest. Smith stopped 
the ambulance and Paolantonio performed 
CPR and used defibrillator paddles to 
shock Carney’s heart back to a normal 
rhythm.

A fully recovered Steve Carney attend-
ed the awards ceremony to thank the EMTs 

who saved his life.
Jamie Moore, who graduated from the 

police academy in 2000, was honored as 
the Police Officer of the Year. Praised by 
Capt. Randy Haggar for his positive atti-
tude, productivity and attendance, Officer 
Moore works as a field training officer. 

The Proudly We Hail (citizen) award 

was bestowed upon Donna and James 
Meaney who fly the American, Massa-
chusetts and POW flags from their Lowell 
Street home.

Mann Orchards received similar kudos 
for being this year’s most patriotic busi-

Methuen Exchange Club award winners are (from left) Josh Fitzgerald and Bill Fitzgerald of Mann Orchards; Arthur Hutton of the 
Methuen Exchange Club; proud flag-flier Jim Meaney and his daughter Sarah; Police Officer of the Year Jamie Moore; and Firefighters 
of the Year Brett Paolantonio and Tim Smith.

Please see HERO, Page 15
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Kids in the Tenney School’s 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning after-school 
program last month got a good lesson on 
staying safe.

Reminding kids to “Stop, drop and roll” 
if their clothes catch on fire, dial 9-1-1 
in case of emergencies and immediately 
leave any area if they see a gun, Methuen 
police and fire officials went through basic 
safety information with the kindergartners 
through sixth-graders. 

The 50 kids involved in the Tenney after-
school program, which offers homework 
help and extra enrichment opportunities, 
are recommended by their teachers. They 
meet Monday through Thursday from 3 to 
5:30 pm and usually work on reading skills, 
arts and crafts projects, and games, so last 
month’s Safety Day was a special treat.

Police Officer Walter Fleming and Fire 
Capt. Mike Buote provided these remind-
ers:

• Cover your eyes during the “Stop, 
Drop and Roll,” so that you don’t get hurt.

• If your house is on fire, get out and stay 
out. Firefighters will go in to save family 
members and pets.

• Stay low to the ground when exiting a 
smoky building.

• If there’s a fire and you’re scared, don’t 
hide! Get outside as fast as you can.

• Always wear a helmet when riding a 
bike or skateboard.

• Never talk to strangers.
• If you’re playing and you find a gun, 

never touch it. Go tell an adult about your 
discovery.

After the discussion, kids got to check 
out the inside of a police cruiser and pre-
tended to put out fires while armed with a 
fire-truck hose.

The 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers Program is also offered at the 
Timony School.

First-grade friends Enmanuel Ventura (left) and 
Manolo Percel pose near the fire-truck’s compart-
ment of axes, shovels and other tools used for fight-
ing fires. Photos by Melissa Fili.

Third-grader Chilisabeth Maestre checks out a water hose, with help from Capt. Mike 
Buote.

Methuen Police Officer Walter Fleming offered tips on 
staying safe, then answered many questions from the 
students.
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors       
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s  Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

 

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec. 
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!Travel 
   Talk

By Jim Keogh
MethuenLife Writer

Of the hundreds of fascinating tourist 
destinations throughout New England, 
unquestionably the most unusual and 
thrilling attraction is the Mount Wash-
ington Cog Railway.

Located in Bretton Woods, N.H., in 
the heart of the White Mountains, this 
was the first mountain cog railway in 
the world. A cog railway has a toothed 
track that allows the train to climb steep 
grades. If you attempted to run a regular 
train up a steep incline, the wheels would 
slip on the smooth rails. Instead, the cog 
railway uses a rack and pinion system 
(think of the interlocking teeth of gears) 
to make it up the hill safely. In this case, 
the “hill” is Mount Washington, the 
highest peak in the northeastern United 
States.

In 1858, Sylvester Marsh approached 
the New Hampshire Legislature in Con-
cord to request permission to build a 
railroad up the rugged slopes on Mount 
Washington to its 6,828-foot summit. Not 
surprisingly, his proposal was considered 
ridiculously impossible. After observing  
a model Marsh used to demonstrate his 
idea for railway, one of the legislators 
quipped that Marsh might as well build a 
“railway to the moon.”

He was granted the permission he 
sought, and after three years of construc-
tion the cog railway was completed. A 
trestle winding its way more than 3 miles 
up the mountain ranges from 3 to 30 feet 
off the ground. The steepest part of the 
tack, known as Jacob’s Ladder, is the 
second steepest such track in the world 
(the steepest is at Mount Pilatus in Swit-
zerland). In New Hampshire, the grade is 
37.4 percent. At that incline, the heads of 
passengers in the front of the railroad car 
are 13 feet higher than the heads of those 

The Mount Washington Cog Railway is designed to climb to the top of the highest peak in 
the northeastern United States. This New Hampshire tourist attraction has been operat-
ing since 1869. Courtesy photo.

in the rear of the car.
It takes roughly three hours to make 

the round-trip up and down Mount Wash-
ington. This includes an hour stop at the 
summit. Each trip requires more than 1 
ton of coal and 1,000 gallons of water 
to move the 18-ton engine and its one 
coach to the top. The train stops halfway 
up the mountain to take on water. From 
there, trains pass along a complex series 
of switches that allow trains to pass one 
another on the tracks. There are seven 
different trains able to carry passengers 
up and down Mount Washington, and 
they are used depending on demand. In 
2008, new bio-diesel locomotives were 
added to the fleet supplementing coal-
fueled locomotives. This will help dimin-
ish emissions and will lessen the wasteful 
use of fossil fuels.

Views from the train feature a vari-
ety of flora and fauna, deep ravines and 
breathtaking vistas of the Presidential 
Range. On a clear day, the view from the 
summit can include the Atlantic Ocean, 
Vermont, New York, Maine and Canada. 
On not-so-clear days, the train literally 
ascends above the clouds.

At the foot of the mountain, visitors 
can spend time at the base station gift shop 
and a cafeteria-stle restaurant. Generally, 
the cog railway operates from Memorial 
Day until late October. In 2009, the adult 
fare is $59. Children 4 to 12 years of age 
pay $39. Children under 4 are free if they 
sit on an adult’s lap.

Experience the cog railway for your-
self. It’s a pleasant drive to Bretton Woods 
from Methuen. Our company is plan-
ning a one-day trip next year which will 
include the transportation from Methuen, 
a ride on the cog railway and lunch.
  
Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.
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Joseph D. Uliano, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

            Real Estate Attorney
• Purchase & Refinance Closings
• Preparation/Negotiation of Purchase 
  & Sale Agreements
• Buyer, Seller, & Lender Representation
• Title Examinations
• Resolution of Title Issues
• Short Sale/Loan Modifications
• Foreclosed Properties

978-729-4527 • E-Mail: juliano@alavibraza.com

By John Basilesco
MethuenLife Writer

The reopening of the Route 28 bridge over Route 213 translates into a major relief 
for motorists who put up with traffic snarls and delays for months while the old bridge 
was demolished and rebuilt.

Motorists and residents who live or work near the construction site are thrilled 
that the $10 million state project has been completed 17 months ahead of schedule. It 
reopened last month.

For Gail and Robert Foster, who live in the midst of the construction site, it means an 
end to honking horns and backed-up traffic outside their home on Route 28 (Broadway), 
where they also operate a business called Dube Lock Company.

“It was difficult,” Gail Foster said about 
the construction. “But the bridge had to be 
addressed, like it or not. Customers had 
a hard time getting in and out. (During 
construction) there was backed-up traffic and 
people’s horns honking. I have a lot of elderly 
customers. They would see the orange barrels 
and be afraid to stop, worried that they might 
be going the wrong way. “

For some residents, night construction 
over the summer was really unbearable.

The noise made it hard for Linda and Den-
nis Yuele to get a good night’s sleep. They 
live on Nevins Road behind the Hillside 
Acre Animal Cemetery on Route 28, a short 
distance from the bridge.

“For me, it was a matter of not being able 
to get to sleep,” Dennis Yuele said. “It seems 
like a new shift was starting at 11 pm, which 
is right when I was going to sleep. The sound 
of jack-hammers and something that sounded 
like a pile driver caused a lot of noise. It was 

an hour to an hour and a half before I finally (fell asleep).”
Like many others on the Massachusetts side of the border, Dennis Yuele uses the 

Route 28 bridge to get to tax-free Salem, N.H., to go shopping. Others use it to get to 
Interstate 495 or Interstate 93 via Route 213.

Gail and Robert Foster are thrilled with the early opening of the new Route 28 bridge 
over Route 213 in Methuen. During construction, the couple had to endure honking 
horns and backed-up traffic outside their home and business on Route 28, located in the 
midst of the construction site.          Photo by John Basilesco.

OVERJOYED
about the

OVERPASS
Motorists, residents applaud early completion of Route 28 bridge

“I think everyone who uses 28 to get to Salem is happy that the new bridge is (open),” 
Yuele said.  “The traffic patterns were changing daily over the past seven to eight weeks. 
Police did a fantastic job of directing traffic around heavy equipment that was constantly 
backing out and maneuvering around the construction.”

Police Chief Katherine Lavigne said she is happy about the early completion of the 
project. For several months, motorists have been using temporary bridges, with one lane 
in each direction.

“This project was scheduled to continue much into the next year, and we’re fortunate 
they were able to complete it ahead of schedule,” she said.

Lavigne said police did a good job of rerouting traffic. While this “minimized the 
negative affect on motorists, it still was an inconvenience for motorists,” she said.

Police will continue monitoring and directing traffic while all of the construction 

See BRIDGE, Page 5

“For me, it was a matter 
of not being able to get to 
sleep. It seems like a new 
shift was starting at 11 
pm, which is right when 
I was going to sleep. 
The sound of jack-ham-
mers and something that 
sounded like a pile driver 
caused a lot of noise.”
~ Dennis Yuele, who lives 
near the work site and 
found out last summer that 
night construction and 
open windows don’t mix.

230 Pleasant St., 
Executive Park

Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-2400
978-686-2008 fax

methuensportshop@comcast.net
www.methuensportshop.net

Hours:
Wed.-Fri.  10am - 7pm 

Sat.  & Sun.   10am- 4:00pm

LIQUIDATION SALE

HUGE Discounts On All Methuen Apparel
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Call today for the personal
service you deserve.603-635-3222 sales • 603-635-2574 auto body

Rte. 28 Corner of Old Bridge St. Pelham, NH 03076
www.salem66.com

Modern State of the Art Body Shop
Specializing in Collision Repair

Frame & Uni-body Straighting • Painting

SignS
Pin StriPing
Lettering

Air bruShing

978-691-5869

TB Woekel Construction

•Roofing •Siding•Windows•Doors
•Kitchens•Baths•Additions•Decks

•Finish Carpentry
Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services

     Serving Mass. and NH     FREE ESTIMATES        

508-397-5991

For All Your Home Improvement Needs

Best of the Festival
“The Santa Express” by Karen, Victoria, 
Joshua, Jared, Julia & Frank Small

Most Beautiful
1. “Ice Fairies” by The Loop
2. “Rejoice” by Sharon Pollard and Tom 
Lussier
3. “Golden Delicious” by Mann Orchards
‑
Best Use of Lighting
1. “A Ruby Red Christmas” by Mary Lou 
Nash & Maureen Pollard
2. “Abracadabra… A Magical Christmas 
Tree” by Lisa Alaimo
3. “The Peppermint Express” by Vicky Lavi-
gne and Nadia Dietz

Best Tree Done By Children
1. “Monkey…ing Around” by The Chapel 
School
2. “A New Beginning …” by Little Sprouts
3. “The Jacket I Wear in the Snow” by Ten-
ney Grammar School

Best Children's Theme
1. “Fairy Dreams” by Dr. Maritza Morell
2. “Cuddle Up with the Wild Things” by 

Kindred Spirits
3. “… and Visions of Sweet Pop Stars 
Danced in Their Heads” by Girl Scout Troop 
60768

Best Use of Theme
1. “Christmas in Camelot” by Catherine 
George, Haley, Morgan & Kenny Pollard
2. “Pawsitively Purrfect Christmas Tree” by 
River Road Veterinary Hospital
3. “His and Hers” by Joe Spanos Productions 
- Justiceof the Peace - Videography

Best Mini Tree
1. “A Fortune-ate Christmas” by Leigh 
Snell
2. “If the Shoe Fits ...” by Martha and Frank 
Welch
3. “Nutcracker Sweet” by Sharon Pollard & 
Tom Lussier

Best Tree Skirt/Under the Tree Display
1. “Cookin' It Up at Christmas” by Sherie 
Fair & Maureen Ridenour in memory of 
Betty Basha & Betty Saba
2. “Santa Away - Elves Holiday” by Marie 
Woodhead Kostoulakos & Meredith Flynn
3. “Mele Kalikimaka” by Comprehensive 

Grammar School

Best Top of Tree Display
1. “I'm Dreaming of a White Mountain Christ-
mas” by The Family of Denise Duquette 
Bocash, in memorium
2. “Sugar and Spice” by Rick & Mary-Ellen 
Beshara, Rob & Erin Prindle, Brad Beshara 
& Gisette Cabrera
3. “Happy Holidays Hawaiian Style” by 
Christine & Kyle Ludwig and Carol Palme-
giano

Most Creative/Unique
1. “The Santa Express” by Karen, Victoria, 
Joshua, Jared, Julia & Frank Small
2. “Revenge of the Christmas Trees” by The 
Humbug Society
3. “Bee Happy” by Scott's Auto & Truck 
Service, Methuen

Most Traditional
1. “Glisten” by Methuen Board of Trade
2. “Here Comes Santa Claus” by The Duquette 
Family in memory of Olive Duquette
3. “All ‘Red’dy for Christmas!” by Rick 
Coco RE/MAX Partners

           Home Care Etc.
“Private care for the elderly in their home”
•24 Hour         •Live Ins         •Daily Care

        •Overnights     •Companions   •Respite
Best Rates in the Merrimack Valley

978-691-5949          978-375-4508

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

NECC honors Boucher
Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 

the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.      Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.  
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

211 Merrimack St., Methuen, MA
978.655.1051

• NAMEPLATES
• BADGES
• SIGNS
• RUBBER STAMPS

• LABELS
• T-SHIRTS
• SWEATSHIRTS
• AWARDS

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, Methuen, MA 01844
Phone:  978-687-1111   Fax:  978-687-4477

Email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net  •  www.sunsetengravers.net

ENGRAVERS AND SILKSCREENERS

• NAMEPLATES
• BADGES
• SIGNS
• RUBBER STAMPS

• LABELS
• T-SHIRTS/SWEATSHIRTS
• INVITATIONS
• AWARDS

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, Methuen, MA 01844
Phone:  978-687-1111   Fax:  978-687-4477

Email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net  •  www.sunsetengravers.net

SUNSET

EngravErs and silkscrEEnErs

Houses - Decks - Walkways
Pools - Patios - Etc!

Free estimates
Call Bob (603) 475-7716

Pressure Washing

CANOPY RENTALS FOR MANY OCCASIONS
Set Up to Meet Your Needs

JOHN PERRY • 978-804-9196
31 Arlington St., Lawrence

DEPEND ON OMAR
NOT THE WEATHER

Omar Tent Rentals

MethuenLife Advertising works!
For rates, call Sue Whipple (603) 898-2576
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Like us on Facebook!Like us on Facebook!
Family owned & operated for over 50 years!HOURS: Mon-Thur 8-7, Fri 8-6 & Sat 9-4, Browse Sunday - Buy Monday!

50 North Main Street, Route 28 By-Pass, Derry, NH

GM CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLE S

ImagIne BuyIng a VehIcleImagIne BuyIng a VehIcle
and loVIng eVery mInute of It!and loVIng eVery mInute of It!
ImagIne BuyIng a VehIcleImagIne BuyIng a VehIcle
and loVIng eVery mInute of It!and loVIng eVery mInute of It!

JUST TR ADED SPECIALS -  OVER 80 USED IN STOCK SOME THING FOR E VERYONE

Automatic, Only 10,000 
Miles   #P21-34

$19,991

All Wheel Drive, Backup 
Camera, Heated Seats

#T21-218A 

$20,991

Rubicon, 4 Door, 2 Tops, 
Loaded, Well Maintained

#T21-214A

$28,991

4x4, Crew Cab
#T21-127B 

$28,991

Super Clean, New Tires     
C18-24A

$11,991

Auto, Power Windows 
& Locks, XM Radio, Only 

8,900 Miles    P21-20

$11,991

’17 Ford Fusion sE ’19 nissan roguE ’17 JEEp WranglEr unlimitEd

’17 ChEvy spark lt ’17 toyota taComa ’19 honda CiviC sEdan

’19 ChEvy silvErado
Double Cab, LT, 4x4,5.3L, V8, 
All Star Edition, Very Clean

#T21-237A

$38,991

’16 ChEvy tahoE lt
4x4, Leather, Moonroof, 
All The Bells & Whistles

#T21-255A

$44,991

THESE VEHICLES COME WITH MORE THAN $2,600 OF BUILT-IN 
VALUE *

• Two Factory-Backed Limited Warranties*
• CPO Scheduled Maintenance Program w/two included Maintenance visits*

• 12 Mos/12,000 Mi Full Coverage From In Service Date*
• 6 Yr 100,000 Powertrain Warranty From In Service Date*

 • 172 Pt Inspection     • 24/7 Roadside Assistance     • Courtesy Transportation
See Your Sales Person for more details!

Lot Attendant & 
Recon Person

$15.00/hour. Full Time, Cleaning & Reconditioning of Cars & Trucks. 
Monday thru Friday. 40 Hours Per Week. Full Benefits Available.

Pre-Employment Screening Required. 
Contact John MacNeil at 603-434-1546

NOW
HIRING

AWD, Moonroof, Heated 
Leather Seats, Turbo 

#T21-196A

$21,991

Sport Edition, Automatic
#T21-261A 

$17,991

Automatic, AC, Power 
Locks, Only 8,200 Miles    

P21-35

$15,991

’19 ChEvy CruzE hatChbaCk ’18 toyota Camry ’18 hyundai kona limitEd


