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The Methuen High Class of 2020 lost out on 
many memorable events due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. But that paved the way for 
a truly unforgettable day! Last month the 
seniors and their families took part in a po-
lice-escorted car parade across Methuen, 
passing by all four grammar schools as well 
as cheering crowds of friends and strangers 
alike along the route! There were blaring 
horns, dozens of festively decorated vehi-
cles, shouts of sincere congrats and even 
a stretch limo! MHS’ graduation is set for 
July 31 at Nicholson Stadium. Here, senior 
Corey Bard – who wrestled and played 
football – waves his Ranger flag with pride! 
Check out more photos on Page 10. 
        MethuenLife photo by Barbie Kiberstis
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My wife stepped into the living room and 
instructed Emma to close her eyes before 
receiving the surprise behind her back.

Emma obliged by shutting one eye and 
squinting with the other, which allowed 
enough vision to view the shoebox-size gift 
presented to her – a giant inflatable pool 
flamingo. Our 5-year-old didn’t quite know 
how to react, as she was expecting an ice 
cream-based gift.

But by morning, she had processed the 
arrival of the latest aqua accessory. Evident-
ly, the euphoria of the blue, pink and purple 
pool noodles I bought three days earlier had 
worn off. 

You pool caretakers out there know what 
I’m talking about. Filling a hole in the 
ground or a giant aluminum oval with a few 
thousand gallons of water is the easy part. 
Maintaining the container, its contents and 
the endless supply of accessories is a full-
time job.

This is our second pool that came with 
a house and yard. Both the current above-
ground pool and the previous inground pool 
were equipped with a pump for sucking 
money out of my wallet. As well as occa-
sionally inhaling pine needles, leaves and 
wildlife.

At our previous home a half-mile south 
of here, the Mother’s Day flood of 2006 
shredded the liner of the inground pool 
when the water table approached the din-
ing room table. The new liner cost about 
$5,000, or the price of my first six cars 
combined.

I figured my days of replacing pool liners 
were over. I figured wrong.

Our above-ground pool was cursed with 
more leaks than the White House. For-
tunately, the good folks at Family Pool 
installed a new liner that so far has with-
stood tip-toeing from Jen’s talons. Water 
does escape, but not via toenail lacerations 
in the vinyl. Rather, there’s an endless drip 
from a hose that I cut with tree saw.

If you’re lucky, your pool’s fresh water 
will remain free of algae. Or salt water will 
remain free of seagulls. I have no use for 
either, which is why our swimming hole 
receives a torrent of shock in the spring and 
a booster gallon every couple of weeks.

In hefty doses, shock (liquid or pow-
dered chlorine) kills the algae that gives 
your pool water a lovely green hue. In May, 
shortly after peeling off the winter cover, I 
added lots of shock. Commercial airlines 
re-routed around the neighborhood when 
pilots reported feeling dizzy flying through 
chlorine updrafts. Understandable, since the 
ratio of water to shock was 1:1.

Some people like their pool water to fall 
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From the Editor

Steve Whipple, Editor

Diving into the highs & lows
of pool ownership

ON THE COVER
‘Retired, not expired’: Friends 

and family turned out in force for 
fun-loving teacher Kathy Borden 
in celebration of her retirement. 
MethuenLife photo by Nancy 
Reardon

Safe summer fun: Enjoy a 
drive-in flick or visit Methuen’s 
favorite watering hole. 

PMA’s last senior class: 
Francesca Santiago's decked-out 
car - with its matching mortarboard 
- REALLY turned heads! At the 
end of the Rolling Rally, seniors 
were presented with their diploma. 
MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili 

Edith Szegedy is a survivor! 
She’s lived through wars, the 
Great Depression surgeries and 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Now 
the Nevins Manor resident, 97, 
can spend more time enjoying 
great-grandchildren Marcus and 
Madey. Courtesy photo

into a survivable pH range. So they add 
powders and liquids to adjust alkalinity, 
acidity, clarity, softness and other factors 
I ignore. 

My requirements are less stringent. If 
the water is wet and hypothermia is mini-
mal, we’re good to go.

What we save on pH adjusting chem-
icals, we waste … I mean “spend” … 
on pool accessories. Last year, my wife 
bought a floating volleyball net. Graphics 
on the box made it look like we were pre-
pared for Olympics-level aqua volleyball. 
When we assembled said contraption, the 
net floated about a foot above the surface. I 
could spike the ball from underwater. 

Over the years I’ve bought a handful of 
cheap inflatables, some shaped like ani-
mals, others like beer-ready rafts I deserve. 
Each sprang leaks. It’s pretty sad when the 
human can hold his breath longer than the 
inflatables can. Who would imagine China 
would do anything to imperil consumers?

Last weekend, I came home with the 
trio of buoyant polyethylene foam tubes 
known in the pool community as noodles. 
Before they dry out and crumble into 
non-biodegradable shrapnel, these noodles 
keep children afloat and double as fun but 
ineffective weapons. When your mai tai 
straw has a greater circumference than the 
shedding pool toys, it’s time to replace the 
noodles.

Speaking of weapons, I also bought a 
few water pistols because nothing screams 
pool fun like a good old shootout and 
detached cornea. We do have rules about 
aiming for the face: If you don’t require 
plastic surgery, your opponent isn’t trying 
hard enough. 

Recently, Emma’s favorite pool rep-
tile Tommy Turtle developed a leak that 
required more refills than I was willing to 
provide. Tommy joined the noodles on a 
1-way trip to the landfill.

As noted earlier, the sputtering tortoise 
was replaced with a mini-van-size flamin-
go. Frankly, I wasn’t sure there was enough 
air in the Merrimack Valley to fill it. 

This thing required more air than the 
Hindenburg. I hooked up my trusty por-
table inflator and waited. And waited and 
waited for all three compartments to puff 
out. I could have driven to Orlando and 
kidnapped a gaggle of real flamingos from 
Sea World in less time than it took to inflate 
Pink Pudgy.

A pair of morbidly obese geese are 
waddling around the pool, heckling and 
body-shaming Pudgy. But Emma and a 
dozen of her friends can enjoy their new 
toy. At the same time.

On hot, humid days, a pool can be a great 
relief. But for the other 357 days in New 
England, I could be just as happy without 
the endless maintenance and purchases.

I can’t help but pay close attention to the 
exchange between assistant groundskeeper 
Bill Murray and golf pro Chevy Chase in 
“Caddyshack.”

MURRAY: “You have a pool over 
there?”

CHASE: “We have a pond in the back. 
We have a pool and a pond. The pond 
would be good for you.”

Someday we will live near a natural body 
of water. And if a pond is good enough for 
Bill Murray, it’s good enough for us.

Emma sets sail aboard her newest pool 
accessory.
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PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATTORNEy MARk FORd

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani * Peter Laudani Sr. * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen 978-686-0372

Insured
            Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments 
     •Slipcovers •Cushions 

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.   Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

 Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

 Every Other Monday at

 9 A.M. on  WCCM

            1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

 Methuen Cable Television,

 Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 19th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2020

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM
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NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com
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Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians
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work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM

OUR 22nd YEAR RUNNING!

www.santonechiropractic.com

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

“She’s survived the Depression, World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam and 10 surgeries,” 
Dennis Szegedy said of his 97-year-old 
mom Edith.

Add COVID-19 to that list.
Edith, a longtime city resident who has 

lived at Nevins Manor about 3 years and 
was recently treated there for the life-threat-
ening virus, gave her family quite a scare.

“I didn’t think she’d survive it. That’s 
amazing in itself at that age. The care over 
there (at Nevins) is great,” said Dennis, 
noting his mother is in good health overall. 
“But she’s now givin’ it back to me, so 
I know she’s feeling better. She’s an old 
Italian – there’s not much more to say,” he 
laughs.

“She beat it and she’s good as gold!” says 
Don Smeriglio, who is Dennis’ boss at Bor-
relli’s Italian Deli. “The people at Nevins 
are just wonderful!”

  The fact that this small (153-bed), non-
profit nursing-care facility has been able 
to treat patients and contain this highly 
contagious pandemic is a true credit to the 
100-plus-year-old organization’s leadership 
and nursing care.

“We’re a community resource. We’re 
here to serve in whatever our community 
needs from us, even when it’s something as 
scary as the coronavirus,” said Nevins Fam-
ily of Services CEO Joyce Shannon, herself 
a registered nurse in an organization that 
emphasizes top-notch nursing care. 

In addition to caring for fewer than 30 
Nevins residents who tested positive for the 
virus, Nevins took in others who needed a 
safe place to get well.

“We not only care for people who’ve 
lived here for years and who are loved by 
caretakers as though they were family, but 

also we have been providing that same care 
for other members of our community who 
came down with coronavirus, went to the 
hospital and needed to be discharged to a 
place where they could recuperate for two 
weeks,” Shannon said. “We admitted all 
those folks, in conjunction with the May-
or’s Office and the Methuen Department of 
Public Health, Holy Family and Lawrence 
General hospitals.” 

And how did they do it?
“Initially we were quarantining residents 

who were showing symptoms and who later 
on tested positive. Once we did a whole-fa-
cility test with assistance of the National 
Guard, we were able to do a 1-day massive 
move, creating a COVID-positive unit on 
one of our nursing units,” explained Brian 
Earnshaw, Nevins’ director of clinical oper-
ations. “A temporary wall was put up and 
there was only 1 way in and 1 way out of 
that unit. Staff would arrive and spend the 
entire day on that unit; they’d have breaks 
and lunch on that unit; they’re in full PPE 
the entire time they’re out there.” (See side-
bar on how Nevins accessed PPE for all 250 
staffers.)

Earnshaw reports that in early June, they 
had 39 recoveries. The state reports that, as 
of late June, 12 deaths at Nevins were due 
to COVID, but Shannon notes that those 
patients were either on hospice or at end of 
life so she’s “not sure all the math equates.” 
As of the first week of June, all 10 of 
the non-residents who recuperated at Nev-
ins eventually returned home. Earnshaw 
believes a major key to patient recovery was 
the nursing staff’s focus on simple hydra-
tion as nutrition.

“It’s so important that the patients get the 
hydration they need to fight off this virus 
to make it to the other side,” he said. “We 
just really encouraged them to drink, even 
though they may not feel thirsty. It’s import-

Nevins Manor resident Edith Szegedy, who recently recovered from COVID-19, is shown 
enjoying time with great-grandchildren Marcus and Madey before the pandemic struck. 
Courtesy photo 

“We’re here to serve in whatever our community needs from us, even when it’s something as scary as the coronavirus.” 
~ Nevins Family of Services CEO Joyce Shannon

Family credits Nevins’ 
top-notch care with 

97-year-old’s COVID-19 recovery

ant to have that glass of water.”
Julie Ruiz is the unit manager for the 

COVID Station C and she sees the toll 
that this virus takes on patients as well as 
on staff that has a strong relationship with 
them.

“It’s very heart-breaking to call a family 
and let them know that their loved one did 

test positive and that they were going to 
have to be moved off-unit to the COVID 
unit to be taken care of - away from the 
people who know them,” Ruiz said. “It was 
hard. We all get attached to them. They 

Methuen, MA
978-689-3376

Support 
Our

Troops

DESIGN of 
•LANDSCAPES 
•DRIVEWAYS 
•DRAINAGE 

•WALKS •WALLS

Quality since 1979

MAINTENANCE  
 Program Available

See RECOVERY, Page 4
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Recovery, continued from page 3

become part of our life.”
With families not being allowed to visit 

due to the virus, it was very important to 
keep the line of communication open with 
worried relatives.

“It was a little of a balancing act … We 
had our phones with us and if a family 
member called, we’d let them talk with 
their loved ones for a little while,” she said. 
“We’d update them as soon as we had any 
information. The social workers, unit man-
gers, staff nurses - everyone would pitch in 
and keep them updated.”

A purchase of iPads allowed relatives to 
“visit” their loved ones virtually during their 
quarantine.

“Using Facebook and various Instant 
Messaging platforms, the Activities Depart-

ment was able to at least keep a somewhat 
face-to-face going on, so family members 
and residents would at least be able to see 
each other on screen,” Earnshaw said.

Dennis Szegedy is thrilled with the care 
his mom Edith received and credits the Nev-
ins staff for her recovery, which took about 
3 weeks. Between her sons Dennis and 
Glenn, 2 grandchildren and 2 great-grand-
children with another one of the way, she 
has a lot to live for!

”She’s seen a lot in her lifetime: Been 
through the Depression, wars. … She 
worked as a housekeeper and at New York 
Toy on Canal Street (in Lawrence) as an 
assembler. She’s a good mom!”

He says he can’t wait to see her in person 
and give her a big hug.

Nonprofit’s staff turns to Amazon
for PPE, spends $80K – & counting

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

As COVID-19 took hold locally, major hospitals in Boston and New York City strug-
gled to find the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required to keep their staff safe. 
So how did a small, nonprofit nursing home in Methuen – that just as badly needed to 
protect its 250 employees – get ahold of those oh-so-precious gowns, masks, gloves and 
face shields?

Answer: Amazon.
“Our vendors let us know we had a small allocation (of PPE) based on what we’d 

purchased in the past, but even during a busy flu season, we don’t go through a lot,” 
explained Brian Earnshaw, Nevins’ director of clinical operations. “We ordered as many 
masks as we could off Amazon … our March order arrived in April and some will arrive 
in early June. It was a very tedious task …”

In addition to 2 kinds of masks, the staff needed coverall Tyvek suits, gloves and face 
shields. While about a quarter of the facility’s staff worked in the COVID unit, CEO 
Joyce Shannon explains that “every single unit has to be treating every single patient as 
though they’re potentially positive,” so large quantities of PPE were needed.

“It’s for everyone, every shift, 7 days a week,” she said. “We’ve spent about $80,000 
on PPE – easily, if not more. And Amazon would only let you to purchase small quanti-
ties, so when I tell you, collectively, the time we had to spend online – it was not to be 
believed. And then we’d wait months for it to arrive.”

The state Department of Public Health and the Methuen Mayor’s Office provided the 
Nevins with some PPE while they waited for larger shipments. 

Luckily, Nevins didn’t need the equipment used in many hospital ICUs to treat 
COVID patients.

“Forget the ventilators. We couldn’t get masks!” Shannon said.
While Massachusetts does appear to be flattening the curve, Shannon warns that we 

need to be vigilant or the virus will ramp up.
“We’re going to have to do this (wear PPE) for as long as there’s a virus in our com-

munity. We’ve reduced the spread, but as soon as we start taking masks off or not socially 
distancing or not wearing protective gear, we’ll begin the spread again,” she said.

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

Sweetheart Inn owners Mike and Lee 
Ann Condon’s days as Methuen restaura-
teurs have come to an end. 

A post on the West End restaurant’s web-
site states the establishment has been closed 
for good as of Sunday, June 28.

“It’s closed and will stay closed until fur-
ther notice,” Mike, who turns 65 in August, 
told MethuenLife. “If it re-opens it will be 
by someone else.”

Almost 20 years ago, the Condons sold 
their Red Tavern and purchased the historic 
Sweetheart Inn from Kevin Moury. They 
added a function room and “The Grove” 
– an outdoor function area featuring a tent 
and bocce court.

Much of the blame falls solidly on 
COVID-19, which has ravaged the restau-
rant industry globally.

Mike cited the months-long closure, dif-
ficulties in hiring potential employees who 
earn more from unemployment, and restric-
tions such as keeping the bar closed and 
social distancing that reduces the number 
of patrons. 

“We didn’t abruptly close; it’s the whole 
COVID thing,” said Mike. “It was really 
tough to do business. We had to make a 
decision. I feel bad for my help but every-
thing will work out.”

Mike has been in the food business 
42 years, having run Mike’s Do Drop In, 
Uptown Chicken, The Red Tavern and the 
Sweetheart Inn which was known for its 
hearty prime rib and chicken pot pie. He 
also served as a city councilor for several 
years.

Mike did not rule out the possibility of 
someone either purchasing or leasing the 
restaurant, which had been for sale last 
year.

The Sweetheart Inn was the place to go for huge slabs of prime rib, function hall 
festivities and lots of political chit-chat. ML file photo

Sweetheart Inn closes … but is this the end?
“I’m really looking forward to my next 

adventure, whatever that is and shutting 
down the Inn properly,” said Mike, who 
owns a second home in Salisbury. “I feel 
100 percent good … I’ve had a good run.”

Here is an excerpt from the message 
posted on the Sweetheart Inn website:

“Foremost, the health and safety of our 
staff and customers must be of paramount 
concern. The continued exposure of our 
staff to outside vendors and customers alike 

puts us all at risk. We are all in this together. 
Therefore, after long deliberation and an 
overwhelming concern about these issues, 
it is with regret that we inform you of our 
decision to close the Sweetheart Inn, effec-
tive June 28, 2020. This decision was not 
made easily and after nearly 20 years at 
the Sweetheart Inn and 42 years in family 
run businesses, it will be at the very least, 
interesting to embark on this new ‘lifestyle’ 
change.”
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By Melissa (Aumais) Fili
PMA Class of 1986

MethuenLife Writer

Presentation of Mary Academy’s past 
60 years have been filled with history – 
from its location on millionaire Edward 
F. Searles’ jaw-dropping estate to leading 
the way with tough educational standards 
for women, unprecedented sports titles and 
driven alumni who’ve made a difference. 
Let’s not forget the giant leap of faith it 
took for the high school to go co-ed after a 
half-century as all-girls.

  Sadly, PMA’s final chapter was written 
May 30, 2020 when its last senior class 
graduated. PMA announced in October 
that, due to falling enrollment and finan-
cial strain, it would close at the end of the 
school year.

But this class of 44 seniors went out with 
a bang! The school held a virtual gradua-
tion – complete with moving speeches and 
award recognitions – followed by a Rolling 
Rally through the grounds where staffers 
held signs, blew kisses, played music, and 
spoke supportive and encouraging words to 
the students and their families who drove 
past. At the end of the rally, seniors put on 

their graduation cap and gown for a photo 
op and received their diploma from Head of 
School (and proud PMA alum) Rose Maria 
Redman.

PMA senior Abby Tenters of Methuen 
– who was involved with clubs and sports 
– said she’ll miss “EVERYTHING!” about 
the school: “(Senior year) has been kind of 
crazy, but I’m glad that they’re really trying 
to make (graduation) special for us!”

Camilo Cordoba Escobar says the close-
ness he experienced with classmates and 
staff was what made PMA so unique: “I 
felt like it was a family. Everyone was so 
kind. I never felt that at any other school. 
… (PMA) encouraged me to work harder 
than I ever did. It helped me improve in my 
learning and be a better me.”

He feels ready to study computer science 
at WPI this fall.

Over the past six decades, PMA had 
an upstanding reputation as a faith-fo-
cused college-prep high school. With its 
combination of religious and lay teachers, 
students were provided opportunities in 
challenging classes and service projects. 

See PMA, Page 6
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(978) 682-0000 | WWW.BROADWAYTIRE-AUTO.COM
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PMA holds final graduation & Rolling Rally 
as 60-year-old school closes its doors

Another Catholic high school plans to open there this fall

Head of School Rose Maria Redman - known for giving each senior a hug at graduation 
- maintained her distance for just about the entire Rolling Rally event. But she couldn't 
help but fix senior Catalina Bova's tassel at picture time. Catalina was the last senior to 
receive her diploma.     MethuenLife photos by Melissa Fili
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Through the years, there were also events 
unique to PMA like the Cotillion de Noel 
– a formal affair where girls in white 
gowns and elbow-length gloves – were 
presented to the bishop, mother-daughter 
and father-daughter dances, a May Proces-
sion, etc. Though their numbers dwindled 
through the years, the PM sisters were an 
ever-present part of the school providing 
not only knowledge, but support, under-
standing and love, alumni agree.    

In her online speech, Valedictorian Eva 
Fabino of Methuen admitted that she came 
up virtually empty when Googling, “How 
to write a graduation speech for the last 
graduating class during a global pandem-
ic.”

But fear not!
“PMA has taught you that when life 

goes wrong sometimes, you’ll always have 
family and friends to support you,” she 
said. “I promise that all of you will face 
event more struggles in the future. But I 
also promise that PMA has taught you how 
to deal with them.

In her online speech, Redman – who has 
served there as English teacher, curriculum 
coordinator and assistant principal and 
head of school, 31 years total – encour-
aged the senior class to move beyond this 
far-from-traditional year by continuing to 
express themselves.

“Tell people that not only did PMA teach 
you to write a 5-paragraph essay with great 
ease or how to balance an equation or fight 

for your beliefs, but PMA also taught you 
how to be honest and true to yourself. PMA 
is where you discovered yourself,” she 
said. “We have taught you. We have loved 
you. You have discovered you. Go forth 
now and love each other.”

  In February, the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur and the Sisters of Presentation 
of Mary announced that formal proceed-
ings had begun for the Notre Dame Cristo 
Rey High School in Lawrence to purchase 
PMA’s school buildings. NDCR, accred-
ited by The New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges, has a student body 
of 282 and a faculty of 47. There are 600 
alums, according to the website.

In the words of longtime PMA teacher 
Sister Sue Dubois, “(PMA founder) Mother 
Rivier’s legacy will continue here … We 
couldn’t ask for anyone better during this 
difficult time than Mrs. Redman. She’s the 
heart and soul of this school!” 

As of MethuenLife press time, there had 
been some interest from potential buyers 
on the remaining 20 acres on the stunning 
historic grounds, but no official word on 
a sale.

Starting July 1, Central Catholic High 
School in Lawrence will have all alumni 
transcripts. For any alum interested in 
various school- and sports-related memo-
rabilia, please contact Paula Mansor Lal-
iberte, who oversaw alumni relations, at 
paulamal@verizon.net.

By Melissa (Aumais) Fili
PMA Class of 1986

MethuenLife Writer

Back in 2007, I was honored to meet 
two of the 12 original sisters who arrived 
in Methuen to fulfill a dream and build a 
Catholic high school. When I was invited 
to give the commencement address (believe 
me - I was as shocked as you are) to the 
Class of 2008, I shared their story. Here are 
excerpts from that speech:

  “Last year, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing two sisters from the original group of 
12 who moved to these grounds in 1957. 
Sister Mary Alphonse and Sister Jean Eliza-
beth still live on the estate and recalled with 
precise detail those early days on Edward 
F. Searles’ property -- right down to eating 
a dinner of bread and butter that very first 
night here, because in their excitement 
to get to Methuen, they left a giant ham 

THE CREATION OF PMA

Sister Sue Dubois (left) and Sister Jackie Lambert made a fantastic cheering section, with 
their streamers and bells!

See CREATION, Page 7
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PMA grads have flooded their alumni 
Facebook page with incredible memories 
and gratitude from their high school years. 
Here’s a sample:

*Maria K Syrniotis, Class of ’96: “For 
most of us this was more than a school that 
provided an education. It was an empow-
ering bond between women in striving for 
excellence. That bond will always exist 
among all alumnae. Even without the 
school, the lessons learned have a perma-
nent imprint on all of us; to encourage one 
another, to lead by example, to serve your 
community, to have faith and above all that 
we are in it together.”

*Cheryl Holsinger Luongo: “More than 
a school...it was a family....I am who I am 
today because of the foundation I received. 
So many won-
derful memo-
ries....”

*Cindi Mello 
W o o d b u r y , 
Class of ’77:  “I 
love my ‘sistas’ 
… I have won-
derful memories 
of 41 girls who 
grew up togeth-
er at PMA. I am 
blessed to have 
them as my 
friends today.”

*Sarah-Beth Gosselin: “I grew into 
a leader here. … I found my voice here. 
I found my confidence here. I found my 
love for teaching/mentoring here (at the 
preschool). I found lifelong treasures and 
lessons about life and loyalty here. PMA 
staff, PMA friends, PMA coaches, you have 
made such an amazing difference. Always 
and forever in my heart!”

*Cara Gosselin “… this school gave me 
the drive to stand up for what I believe in 
and advocate for myself and others...PMA 
will always hold a very special place in my 
heart; these teachers taught us more than 
what was needed in the classroom but life 
lessons and how to successfully navigate 
through life’s challenges, I will be forever 
grateful.”

Creation, continued from 6

behind in Maine. They slept on the floors, 
as their beds had not yet arrived, and they 
were spooked by the hoots and howls of 
the wild animals they were sharing the land 
with.

“Sister Alphonse even admitted to me: 
‘It really wasn’t that nice when we came 
here.’ She said the property was completely 

overgrown, there were no roads and various 
parts of the estate hadn’t been properly 
cared for in years by the heir who was in 
charge. It’s hard to believe that this Shangri 
la - with its towering turrets, historic walls, 
Italian artwork and gates straight from 
Napoleon himself -- was once in complete 
disarray. The sisters spent long, physically 
challenging days removing brush, mowing 
lawns, and scraping hardwood floors on 
their hands and knees -- all while keeping 
their eye on the prize: an all-girl Catholic 
school to be proud of.

“In just a few short months, Rivier Nurs-
ery opened its doors to the littlest of learn-
ers. And shortly thereafter, the transforma-
tion of a carriage house was completed and 
Presentation of Mary Academy welcomed 
its first students.

“Even back then, those sisters were 
thinking of us -- you and me -- the future 
graduates of PMA. They wanted us to 
be smart, giving, well-rounded, confident, 
successful. And look: Fifty years later, 
here we are! More than 2,300 women 
have earned diplomas from PMA. We are 
entrepreneurs, teachers, politicians, school 
principals, wives, mothers, caregivers, mil-
itary personnel, volunteers, and 57 col-
lege-bound seniors. We are everything they 
imagined … and more.”

WPI-bound Camilo Cordoba Escobar signs 
the senior board before receiving his 
diploma. 

ALUMS REFLECT ON THEIR PMA YEARS

Biology teacher Liesl McGregor (left) and alumni coordinator Paula 
Mansor-Laliberte show the Class of 2020 some "sign love" and get 
ready to hand out gifts to the seniors.

During these trying times, we are taking every precaution necessary 
to keep our active residents, employees and touring parties safe.  

 

Brand New Luxury Senior Living Apartments

Now Touring Again By Appointment!
Schedule your tour of our brand new  

community and ask about our move-in specials! 
(351) 999-8720

*At the time of placing this advertisement.  We cannot guarantee that there
are not asymptomatic cases in residents or employees.

197 Howe Street  |  Methuen, MA 01844  |  WoodsAtMerrimack.com 

Proudly Announcing ZERO

Confirmed Covid-19 Cases*



MethuenLife July, 2020

B
lack

8

email: armentaxcpa@gmail.com • web: www.armentaxcpa.com 

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.
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The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa
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Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.
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The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.
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the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
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who praised her.
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hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

4American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
4Quickbooks Pro Advisor  4Massachusetts Society of CPA’S 

4National Association of Tax Professionals
4National Society of Tax Professionals

• Tax Planning • Tax Preparation • IRS Representation 
• Business Services • Small Business Consulting

CPA, M.Tax., CGMA. Salem 66
Auto Sales • Auto Service

503 Bridge St. Pelham, NH 03076
1/2 mile North (Rt. 38 heading toward Salem) of previous location

Full Service & Repair
State Inspection

603-635-3222 sales & service • 603-635-2574 auto body

www.salem66.com

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

Tel: 978-687-7667 • Cell: 978-423-1743

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

NH Master #4813

95% 
AFUE 

EFFICIENCY

CONDENSING
BOILERS

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
There are no boomers in Methuen this 

summer, but there will be drive-in movies 
and swimming at Forest Lake.

The monthly update from Mayor Neil 
Perry brought disappointing news that due 
to social-distancing requirements, there will 
be no Fourth of July fireworks at The Loop 
like last year. In mid-June, the city experi-
mented with a potential pyrotechnics launch 
site – Pie Hill adjacent to Route 213 – but 
the fireworks were not visible to many 
residents and no viable alternative was 
established.

“We tried. Unfortunately there are no 
fireworks,” said the mayor. “They would 
have been in several places and would have 
been too expensive.”

However, the Recreation Department 
and The Loop have teamed up to bring 
the drive-in movie experience to Methuen. 
Each Thursday in July, beginning July 2, 
a movie will be shown at a giant outdoor 
screen at the back parking lot of The Loop. 
However, you must make advanced reserva-
tions by going to www.cityofmethuen.net/
recreation-department, then click on Sum-

mer Movie Series and follow the instruc-
tions. Reminder: Reserve one ticket per 
vehicle.

The back parking lot adjacent to Route 
213 will accommodate a maximum of 90 
vehicles each Thursday. Moviegoers may 
enter starting at 7:30pm and not only enjoy 
a free family film, but complimentary pop-
corn and bottles of water provided by for-
mer City Councilor Ron Marsan.

Here’s the July lineup: July 2 – "Sonic 
the Hedgehog;" July 9 – "Addams Family;" 
July 16 – "Dora and the Lost City of Gold;" 
and July 23 – "Playing with Fire."

Vehicles will be spaced 6 feet apart and 
you must remain in the space around your 
car. The Recreation Department asks that 
you consider donating to Methuen Cares 
Center, in lieu of paying for the film. In the 
event of inclement weather, the movie will 
be shown the following night (Friday).

Meanwhile, over on the city’s West End, 
Forest Lake will open for the summer July 
1. Methuen residents may visit the lake each 
day from 10am to 7pm. A lifeguard will be 
on duty.

However, due to COVID-19, there are 
new rules: Only 100 people are allowed at 
a time, each for a maximum visit of three 

Chill out at city’s drive-in & Forest Lake
Mayor: Stop & Shop partially filled, 
$1.9 in fed money arrives, city layoffs likely

hours. Visitors must wear a mask when not 
in the water, provide their names and cell 
phone numbers, and sign a waiver stating 
they understand the risks. Seasonal passes 
will not be sold. Instead, there is a fee of 
$5 per car.

In other news:
One Stop Liquors is taking 30,000 

square feet of the former Stop & Shop at 
The Loop. The left side of the space will 
sell spirits of all varieties. “That’s about 
half the store. From what I’m told they’re 
quite the draw based on their competitive 
prices,” said Director of Economic and 
Community Development Bill Buckley. 
One Stop operates a handful of other liquor 
stores in Massachusetts.

Bowling alley owners who also consid-
ered setting up at the vacant Stop & Shop 
space have decided to look elsewhere.

Utah-based Crumbl Cookies is open-
ing this fall in the site of Starbucks at The 
Loop, next to AMC. Starbucks is expect-
ed to move into their new free-standing 
building with drive-up service this month, 
with Crumbl taking over their space in 
September. Methuen is the only location in 
New England for Crumbl, which serves up 
different flavors each week. Some of their 
more popular varieties are red velvet white 
chip; cookies ‘n cream; chocolate chip; 
chilled sugar; lemon chiffon and peanut 
butter brownie. The cookies can also be 
delivered or shipped. The store also sells a 
few flavors of ice cream. 

The Methuen Cares Center, the char-
ity established by Mayor Perry to provide 
food, masks, hand sanitizer and other sup-

plies to Methuen 
residents in 
need and first 
responders, has 
relocated from 
a vacant store 
at The Loop to 
Tenney Gram-
mar School’s 
Upper School 
drop-off. Their 
location at 
The Loop had 

no air conditioning. The charity just 
received a $75,000 grant from the Essex 
County Community Foundation to be used 
for staff or food. 

“We have a full list of Methuen School 
Department staff members volunteering,” 
said the mayor. “There’s a person there (to 
accept donations) 10am to 2pm Monday 
through Friday.”

Methuen has received $1.9 million 
from the federal Cares Act to offset what it 
has spent on COVID-19 related expenses 
such as soap, masks and room sprayers. The 
city is eligible to receive up to $4 million 
from the feds. The funding cannot be used 
help with Methuen’s $7 million shortfall for 
Fiscal Year 2021.

Layoffs are likely. As a result of that $7 
million gap between projected costs and 
what the city actually has for revenue, the 
mayor froze step and cost-of-living raises 
for all employees on the city and school 
sides and asked that employees take 10 
non-paid furlough days. The mayor cut his 
own salary from $80,000 a year $68,000.

The teachers and The American Fed-
eration of State, County and Municipal 
Employees unions accepted the deal.

“The DPW union said no, so there will 
be layoffs,” said the mayor. “We will know 
if (the state’s) Chapter 70 funding is the 
same as this year in September. If it’s the 
same, there’s no layoffs. If it’s less then 
there’s layoffs.”

On June 23 the Methuen City Council 
unanimously rejected a potential new con-
tract for the Police Department’s Superior 
Officers. An arbitrator’s binding decision 
will determine the fate of the contract.
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RAYMOND’S 
TURKEY FARM

163 Hampstead St., Methuen, MA
978-686-4075 or 978-686-2162

www.raymondsturkeyfarm.com

Hours: 
Mon.-Sat.- 8am - 5 apm

Sun. -closed

All of our farm fresh products are available year round

The Deli offers: Boar’s Head Roast Beef,  
American Cheese and Lower Sodium Ham 

•We Offer a Variety of GRILLING  OPTIONS
 such as Turkey Burgers and Sausage 

ready to cook
•100% All Natural White 

 or Dark Ground Turkey
•Turkey Cutlets

  •Hand Sliced Turkey Breast
  •Turkey Pies & All the Sides

Sometimes, life takes an unexpected 
turn. Methuen’s Christopher Molinari land-
ed at Northern Essex Community College 
– and he couldn’t be more grateful for 
this experience. The electrical engineering 
major graduates with an incredible 3.98 
GPA. He’s a 2017 grad of Greater Law-
rence Technical School.

He shared his story with NECC staff 
writer Ellen Small-Davis.

Did you attend another college or uni-
versity before enrolling at NECC? Yes, 
I was registered to attend the University 
of Colorado Boulder, but withdrew before 
actually attending due to costs.

What brought you to NECC? Desper-
ation and an urge to return to normalcy, 
actually. Academics sort of defined my life 
in high school, and that feeling of failure 
when I withdrew from CU Boulder over 
debt fears quashed my confidence in both 
myself and the attainability of my goals. I 
still struggle with that self-doubt from time 
to time, but NECC gave me a vector to help 
rebuild myself.

Why did you choose your major? I 
actually plan to double major in physics 
and electrical engineering for my bach-
elor’s. Since early in high school, I’ve 
loved learning how things work. I want to 
be a physicist, pushing humanity to new 
frontiers of knowledge. My interest in 
engineering blossomed from that, and is my 
backup plan. Overall, my internal struggles 
these past few years have made me realize 
one thing: I want to help people. Whether it 
be hunger, depression or disease, one thing 
remains constant: Science is hope, and it is 
the solution.

Were you involved in any extracur-
ricular activities at NECC? Yes! I made 
some awesome friends in Phi Theta Kappa, 
Bacon Boards Gamers, and the Improv 
Club (for the month or so I actually par-
ticipated).

What are you planning for fall 2020? 
Go to UMass Lowell and earn my bache-
lor’s, and maybe start that band my friends 
and I have joked about.

What did you appreciate most about 
NECC? Its existence. People from all 
walks of life lose their way sometimes. 
Having an outlet, some way to work toward 
a better future for yourself, is something 
critically lacking in our society. Many of 
the tragedies you see in the world today 
can be directly linked to people lacking 
some sense of belonging in their lives. Who 
knows what could have happened to me if 
I didn’t return to some structure. Schooling 
may not be the solution for everyone, but 
for many, it’s an opportunity.

Was there a faculty or staff member 
who was especially helpful? Doug Leaf-
fer was my professor for Physics I and 
Engineering Essentials. I loved hearing 
about his doctoral work as a civil engineer 
(even if I couldn’t fully understand it), and 
working as his SI Leader for Engineering 
Essentials this past year has honestly been 
one of the most rewarding experiences of 
my entire life. I’m proud to call him my 
friend. Paul Chanley was my professor 
for Engineering Circuits I and II. He’s an 
incredible person and teacher, and makes 
classically challenging material personable 
and fun. He hired me as a math tutor for 
his “Test A” program at Raytheon, which I 
still think is the coolest thing I’ve ever done 

Science-minded Molinari bounces back at NECC,
eager to ‘push humanity to new frontiers’

(granted, that’s not saying much). I hope 
I can visit his class again once in-person 
classes resume.

What surprised you most about 
NECC? The friendliness of the people and 
the rigor of the classes. I’ll openly admit 
that I was prejudiced against community 
colleges after coming from high school, 
believing that they were for academic 
underachievers and people who couldn’t 
get accepted anywhere else. That’s a blatant 
lie, and society needs to stop propagating 
it. Having taken classes at UMass already 
through NECCUM, I can personally attest 
that the classes here are just as, if not more, 
rigorous than those at a 4-year university. 
The people also felt much more tight-knit 
here as a community, and this was all at a 
fraction of the cost. Going here has been 
one of the best decisions of my life.

What advice would you give an 
incoming NECC freshman? Have fun 
with it, guys! It may be cliché, but don’t 
listen to your self-doubt. Everyone, in one 
way or another, struggles alongside you. 
Make new friends, explore new things, and 
remember every day what you’re fighting 

for. How you go about that is up to you.
What were the biggest challenges that 

you faced in pursuit of your associate 
degree? Like I sort of implied, myself. 
I’ve always found comfort in learning, so 
the difficulty of my classes never really 
impeded me (and let me tell you that they 
were difficult). However, finding overcom-
ing self-doubt and finding motivation some 
days was strenuous.

What are your long-term career/edu-
cation plans? Hopefully, I’ll earn my doc-
torate and earn tenure as a physicist. If not, 
I’ll probably go to work as an engineer for 
a few years before launching a startup. On 
the side, I hope to do some humanitarian 
work, such as Engineers Without Borders.

Anything else you want to add? A 
group of pandas is called an embarrass-
ment. I think that’s pretty cool.

Christopher Molinari

CANOPY RENTALS FOR MANY OCCASIONS
Set Up to Meet Your Needs

JOHN PERRY • 978-804-9196
31 Arlington St., Lawrence

DEPEND ON OMAR
NOT THE WEATHER

Omar Tent Rentals

NECC’S METHUEN GRADS
For a list of Methuen students who 

earned degrees and certifications this 
spring, see Page 12.
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978-682-9563 255 Merrimack Street, Methuen
Across from Saint Lucy’s Church

Great Prices.  Friendly Service. Expert Advice. 111 Growing Years!!

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

Pleasant Valley Gardens

OPEN EVERY DAY : Monday-Saturday 8:30 am-5:00 pm -Sunday 9:00 am-4:00 pm

COME VISIT OUR FARM STAND!!

 Still Accepting CSA Memberships
Collecting Donations for Veterans

PLANTS 

The Methuen High School graduating Class of 2020 rolled through the city on Saturday 
morning, June 20 in an unprecedented mobile rally of decorated vehicles - the likes of which 
the city has never seen.   Due to a school year cut short because of COVID-19 and proms, 
banquets and concerts that never happened, a rolling parade seemed like the perfect way to 
keep socially distant while still cheering on these resilient and resourceful kids. 

The parade of hundreds of cars (driven by family members) began on Ranger Road led 
by city officials, Methuen firefighters and police, and made its way past all four grammar 
schools. Despite soaring temperatures and high humidity, residents lined the sunny streets 
outside each Methuen grammar school with signs and flags saluting the students, offering 
loud cheers of congratu- lations. 

The Class of 2020 enjoyed 
every second of it, beeping 
horns and leaning out win-
dows and up through sun-
roofs. Teachers from each 
school were also a part 
of the boisterous crowds, 
proud to celebrate their for-
mer students. 

With everything these 
students have lost in their 
senior year due to the 
pandemic, it was a fitting 
and joyous one-of-a-kind 
tribute, and the folks of 
Methuen were more than 
happy to cheer for them. 

MHS’ graduation is 
scheduled for July 31.

~ Barbie Kiberstis

City cheers as MHS seniors parade through streets
MethuenLife photos by Barbie Kiberstis
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B&W

 STEP INSIDE FOR A DELICIOUS 
BREAKFAST OR LUNCH

We Are Open for Indoor Dining

Wait till you try our 
famous cutlets.

Bring your appetite. Our 
Kitchen Sink Scramble 

has everything except....

• BEST CHICKEN BARB • HOMEMADE MEATBALLS
• FULL MENU OF DELICIOUS BREAKFASTS AND LUNCHES

Take out and catering available by calling 978-258-2186
319 Merrimack St.

Methuen
978-258-2186

Tuesday-Sunday 7am to 2pm; Closed Monday
Lunch served everyday starting at 11am. Breakfast served all day.

July Motgage.ai   1   6/23/2020   4:06:19 PMJuly Motgage.ai   1   6/23/2020   4:06:19 PM
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   These Methuen residents completed their programs at NECC 
in the spring:
Anthony J. Adams, Associate in Science - Accounting with Honors
Christopher D. Anderson, Certificate of Completion - Computer 
Networking Certificate with Honors
Olivia A. Angelone, Certificate - Medical Assistant with Honors
Evonna M. Antypas, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Art and 
Design with High Honors
Neylin E. Anziani, Certificate of Completion - Healthcare Techni-
cian Certificate
Mariela A. Arias, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice
MaKayla V. Bare, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Psychology with 
High Honors
Noelle L. Bergeron, Certificate of Completion - Medical Coding 
Certificate with Honors
Jordan M. Berry, Certificate - Medical Assistant
Nicholas D. Berube, Associate in Science - Engineering Science 
with High Honors
Normand E. Bourque, Associate in Science - Computer and 
Information Science: Information Technology
Laura E. Bretton, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts with High Honors
Joseph D. Brown, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice with 
Honors; Certificate of Completion - Law Enforcement Certificate 
with Honors
Arlin Cadet, Associate in Science - Human Services with Honors
Melvin Calderon, Certificate of Completion - Computer Security 
Certificate with Honors
Robert C. Call, Associate in Science - Computer and Information 
Science: Networking & Security Option; Certificate of Completion 

- Computer Networking Certificate
Alijah M. Calouro-Yancey, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice 
with High Honors; Certificate of Completion - Law Enforcement 
Certificate with High Honors
Yeremy A. Caraballo, Associate in Science - Computer and Infor-
mation Science: Information Technology with Honors
Evelyn C. Carrillo Barahona, Associate in Science - Business 
Transfer with High Honors
Candy M. Castillo, Associate in Science - Business Transfer with 
High Honors
Amentha N. Claflin, Certificate - Dental Assisting
Ashlyn R. Conlon, Certificate - Dental Assisting with High Honors
Ryan J. Crowley, Certificate of Completion - Computer Networking 
Certificate with High Honors
Vanessa L. Currier, Certificate - Community Support Human 
Services with Honors; Associate in Science - Human Services 
with Honors
Trevor J. DeSimone, Associate in Science - Nursing (ADN) Day 
with Honors
William J. Donahue, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice
Kevin J. Dunn, Associate in Science - Business Transfer
Susan M. Elias, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Art and 
Design with High Honors
Franchesca Espinal, Certificate - Medical Assistant (Day) with 
Honors
Kerri A. Fielding, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Health 
Specialization with Honors
Joseph P. Fitzpatrick, Associate in Science - Computer and Infor-
mation Science: Information Technology
Lexus A. Frias, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Art with 
Honors
Rebecca M. Gallant, Certificate of Completion - Electronic Equip-
ment Tech Certificate with Honors
Melanie V. Garcia, Associate in Science - Business Transfer with 
Honors
Diana Y. Garcia, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice; Certifi-
cate of Completion - Law Enforcement Certificate
Wanda C. Gomez, Associate in Science - Human Services
Sara Grams, Certificate of Completion - Medical Coding Certifi-
cate with High Honors
Sophia P. Griffin, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Psychology with 
Honors
Anabel Grullon, Certificate - Medical Assistant
Christian A. Guzman, Certificate - Community Support Human 
Services with Honors
Roberto A. Guzman, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Art
Christian A. Guzman, Associate in Science - Human Services 
with Honors
Melissa C. Hernandez, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Indi-
vidualized Option with Honors
Shayla L. Hernandez, Certificate of Completion - Healthcare 
Technician Certificate
Lamiae Ismaili, Certificate of Completion - Medical Billing Certif-
icate with Honors
Paula Javier, Associate in Science - Human Services
Melinda Jean Pierre, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Psychology
Thomas G. Krick, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice with 
High Honors; Certificate of Completion - Law Enforcement Certif-
icate with High Honors
Duc H. Le, Associate in Science - Engineering Science with 
Honors

Jennifer L. Lilja, Associate in Science - Human Services with 
High Honors
Kayla Littlefield, Associate in Science - Nursing (ADN) Day with 
Honors
Elizabeth A. McLaughlin, Certificate of Completion - Electronic 
Equipment Tech Certificate with Honors
Pamela Mendez, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts
Christopher J. Molinari, Certificate of Completion - Computer 
Aided Drafting with High Honors; Associate in Science - Engineer-
ing Science with High Honors
Jillian A. Moreau, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Psychology
Paige M. Morrow, Associate in Science - Nursing (ADN) Day 
with Honors
Brianna A. Mullen, Associate in Arts - General Studies: Individual-
ized Option with High Honors
Brian J. Mullen, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts
Tianna C. Nightingale, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice
Roger S. Noel, Certificate - Alcohol Drug Abuse Counseling with 
Honors
Abimael Nunez, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts with High Honors
Grecia J. Paredes, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Psychology 
with High Honors
Mehali M. Patel, Associate in Arts - American Sign Language: 
American Sign Language Studies with Honors; Certificate - Deaf 
Studies: Sign Language Interpret Certificate with Honors
Nickey A. Pereyra, Associate in Science - Business Transfer with 
High Honors
Quy N. Pham, Associate in Science - Engineering Science with 
High Honors
Kimberly S. Portillo, Associate in Science - Elementary Education 
with Honors
Sean J. Powell, Associate in Science - Biology
Wasan H. Rajab, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts with High Honors
Jeremy J. Ramirez, Associate in Science - Business Transfer
Adriana M. Ramos, Associate in Science - Criminal Justice with 
Honors
Joshly N. Ramos Rodriguez, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: 
Psychology with Honors
Claire M. Saint Lucien, Certificate - Community Support Human 
Services with Honors; Associate in Science - Human Services 
with Honors
Oliver R. Santana, Associate in Science - Computer and Informa-
tion Science: Information Technology with Honors
Lakeisha M. Santiago, Certificate of Completion - Sleep Technol-
ogist Certificate with Honors
Kieran M. Sheehan, Associate in Science - Business Transfer 
with Honors
Ashley E. Smallwood, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts with Honors
Carl R. Squatrito, Associate in Arts - Liberal Arts: Journalism/
Communication
Scott A. Thagard, Certificate - Community Support Human 
Services
Abdul D. Torres, Associate in Science - Nursing (ADN) Day with 
Honors
Francilee G. Vargas, Associate in Science - Business Manage-
ment: Healthcare Practice with Honors
Rachel M. Walsh, Associate in Science - Early Childhood Educa-
tion with Honors
Leah N. Workman, Associate in Science - Public Health with 
High Honors
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili 
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

33 JOIN MHS NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors 
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors       
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort 

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s  Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

 

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec. 
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777 
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Cosmopolitan Travel

262 Pleasant Street — Methuen

(978) 686-2371

Cruises! Cruises! Cruises! Cruises!

A cruise is one of the best vacation values.

Accommodations, meals and entertainment are all included!

Substantial savings for kids sharing a stateroom with their parents.

Ask about Discounts for passengers over 55 years of age.

Let us help you Choose a Cruise.

There are many great deals out there!

So many cruise possibilities, so little time!

Railway to the moon!Travel 
   Talk

By Jim Keogh
MethuenLife Writer

Of the hundreds of fascinating tourist 
destinations throughout New England, 
unquestionably the most unusual and 
thrilling attraction is the Mount Wash-
ington Cog Railway.

Located in Bretton Woods, N.H., in 
the heart of the White Mountains, this 
was the first mountain cog railway in 
the world. A cog railway has a toothed 
track that allows the train to climb steep 
grades. If you attempted to run a regular 
train up a steep incline, the wheels would 
slip on the smooth rails. Instead, the cog 
railway uses a rack and pinion system 
(think of the interlocking teeth of gears) 
to make it up the hill safely. In this case, 
the “hill” is Mount Washington, the 
highest peak in the northeastern United 
States.

In 1858, Sylvester Marsh approached 
the New Hampshire Legislature in Con-
cord to request permission to build a 
railroad up the rugged slopes on Mount 
Washington to its 6,828-foot summit. Not 
surprisingly, his proposal was considered 
ridiculously impossible. After observing  
a model Marsh used to demonstrate his 
idea for railway, one of the legislators 
quipped that Marsh might as well build a 
“railway to the moon.”

He was granted the permission he 
sought, and after three years of construc-
tion the cog railway was completed. A 
trestle winding its way more than 3 miles 
up the mountain ranges from 3 to 30 feet 
off the ground. The steepest part of the 
tack, known as Jacob’s Ladder, is the 
second steepest such track in the world 
(the steepest is at Mount Pilatus in Swit-
zerland). In New Hampshire, the grade is 
37.4 percent. At that incline, the heads of 
passengers in the front of the railroad car 
are 13 feet higher than the heads of those 

The Mount Washington Cog Railway is designed to climb to the top of the highest peak in 
the northeastern United States. This New Hampshire tourist attraction has been operat-
ing since 1869. Courtesy photo.

in the rear of the car.
It takes roughly three hours to make 

the round-trip up and down Mount Wash-
ington. This includes an hour stop at the 
summit. Each trip requires more than 1 
ton of coal and 1,000 gallons of water 
to move the 18-ton engine and its one 
coach to the top. The train stops halfway 
up the mountain to take on water. From 
there, trains pass along a complex series 
of switches that allow trains to pass one 
another on the tracks. There are seven 
different trains able to carry passengers 
up and down Mount Washington, and 
they are used depending on demand. In 
2008, new bio-diesel locomotives were 
added to the fleet supplementing coal-
fueled locomotives. This will help dimin-
ish emissions and will lessen the wasteful 
use of fossil fuels.

Views from the train feature a vari-
ety of flora and fauna, deep ravines and 
breathtaking vistas of the Presidential 
Range. On a clear day, the view from the 
summit can include the Atlantic Ocean, 
Vermont, New York, Maine and Canada. 
On not-so-clear days, the train literally 
ascends above the clouds.

At the foot of the mountain, visitors 
can spend time at the base station gift shop 
and a cafeteria-stle restaurant. Generally, 
the cog railway operates from Memorial 
Day until late October. In 2009, the adult 
fare is $59. Children 4 to 12 years of age 
pay $39. Children under 4 are free if they 
sit on an adult’s lap.

Experience the cog railway for your-
self. It’s a pleasant drive to Bretton Woods 
from Methuen. Our company is plan-
ning a one-day trip next year which will 
include the transportation from Methuen, 
a ride on the cog railway and lunch.
   
Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.

Travel during & after 
the pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has had an 
enormous impact on the travel and tourism 
industry. Much of the media coverage has 
focused on how the airline companies and 
cruise lines have been severely affected, but 
little mention has been made about travel 
agencies and tour operators. The major 
chain travel companies and small mom-and-
pop travel agencies have been struggling to 
stay afloat ever since the mid-March stay-at-
home regulations have been in effect.

At Cosmopolitan Travel & Cruise Cen-
ter, our business has come to a standstill. 
In addition to the fact that no one wants 
to purchase airline tickets and cruise vaca-
tions, we also operate a bus tour department 
featuring a multitude of custom-designed 
itineraries. Our group tour programs were 
flourishing. We were running about one trip 
per week. Some were one-day excursions 
to various New England destinations, and 
some were multi-day itineraries to a wide 
range of places beyond the New England 
states.  

We charter deluxe 56-passenger motor 
coaches from Wilson Bus Lines, stationed in 
East Templeton, Mass. Like ourselves, Wil-
son Bus Lines is experiencing a frustrating 
loss of business. Groups are not going any-
where, so they do not need to charter a bus.

Once Massachusetts attains Phase 4 in 
the Commonwealth’s re-opening strategy, 
bus tours will be able to resume operations. 
At first look, that appears to be good news. 
But initially we will be required to limit the 
number of tour participants because no more 
than 28 passengers will be accommodated 
on a 56-passenger bus. This will allow the 

Yes, the airlines and cruise lines are suffering. But they have billions and billions of dollars backing 
them. When you feel comfortable about traveling again, please give consideration to your local travel agents, 

whoever they may be. Travel agents are HERE to help you get THERE.

seating arrangements on the bus to comply 
with social-distancing guidelines. The end 
result of these new restrictions will be an 
increase in per-passenger tour costs.

It is our sincere hope and expectation that 
our tried-and-true loyal clients (they have 
become our friends, more than clients) will 
continue with their travel plans.

When we finally get the “green light” 
and are permitted to resume the operation of 
our bus trips, we will at first take cautious 

baby steps. We will enjoy a day trip that will 
include an outdoor meal in the fresh air, and 
a delightful attraction that will help satisfy 
our craving for a fun-filled getaway.

Later, we will ease ourselves into longer, 
more far-reaching itineraries and destina-
tions as we endeavor to live a more fulfill-
ing life, within the confines of what will be 
the “new normal.”

This is not so much a doom-and-gloom 
travel article as it is an opportunity for 

me to vent. Yes, the airlines and cruise 
lines are suffering. But they have billions 
and billions of dollars backing them. When 
you feel comfortable about traveling again, 
please give consideration to your local 
travel agents, whoever they may be. Travel 
agents are HERE to help you get THERE.

Jim Keogh is the president of Cosmopol-
itan Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.

NECC’s METHUEN DEGREE, CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
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GET LISTED 
To have an upcoming event listed in MethuenLife’s 
calendar, send info to Melissa@MethuenLife.com 

or call (978) 682-4777.

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

DEC09 pOSTCARD.ai   11/25/2009   11:14:26 AM

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

 
NECC honors Boucher

Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 
the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.       Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11

“Commited 
to Quality

& Dependable
Service”

ARMEN G. DERDERIAN
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Planning
& Preparation
Business & Individual

•Computerized Accounting
•Business Loan Proposals
•Financial Statements
•Small Business Consulting

Tel:978-794-9200 • Fax:978-682-2939 18 Haymeadow Rd

email: armencpa@comcast.net P.O.Box 1049
Methuen, MA 01844

"Committed
to Quality

& Dependable
Service"
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.   
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

State, federal funding 
to support city’s 

COVID-19 response
The Coronavirus Relief Fund, estab-

lished by the federal CARES Act and dis-
tributed by the Commonwealth, includes 
$2.7 billion for Massachusetts’ pandemic 
response on the state and local levels. In 
May, the Baker administration distribut-
ed $502 million of this funding to com-
munities across the Commonwealth, with 
Methuen slated to receive over $4.4 mil-
lion. This funding addresses deficits due 
to COVID-19 spending in the spring, and 
additional funding will be distributed in the 
future to cover spending in the fiscal year 
that begins July 1, 2020.

State funds have also been made avail-
able to assist cities and towns with the 
reopening process. The Shared Streets and 
Spaces grant program includes $5 million 
to help communities modify sidewalks, 
streets, on-street parking spaces, and park-
ing lots to help businesses reopen in a way 
that meets public health guidelines. Grants 
will range from $5,000 to $300,000.

In late May, the House passed legislation 
authorizing state borrowing to fund needed 
information technology (IT) projects across 
the Commonwealth. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has highlighted the importance of IT 
for a productive modern economy, and this 
legislation will greatly strengthen the state’s 
investment. I worked with the Methuen 
legislative delegation – Reps. Frank Moran 
and Christina Minicucci – to secure over $1 
million for the city of Methuen, including 
for the Fire Department’s technology needs. 
The bill now goes to the Senate.

The state has also allocated $56 million 

for food security initiatives, including $36 
million for grants to food banks, food pan-
tries, farms and other organizations that 
provide food assistance. Our state has seen 
a drastic increase in the number of families 
and individuals experiencing food insecu-
rity, and this funding will support many 
through this difficult time.

I am proud to announce that $200,000 in 
state funding that I previously secured with 
Reps. Moran and Minicucci to renovate 
the Methuen High School track has been 
distributed, and renovations are now under 
way! The current track served us well for 
many years, and renovations will allow it 
to once again be used for both sporting and 
community events. Thanks are in order to 
the leaders of the city of Methuen for their 
work on this project! The collaboration 
between our mayor, City Council, School 
Department and School Committee made 
these renovations possible. Bill Buckley, 
our community development director, was 
essential in ensuring that all state and city 
requirements were in place, and he secured 
a great contractor. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to getting this project 
started!

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell rep-
resents the cities of Methuen and Haverhill 
in the state Legislature and serves as House 
chair of the Joint Committee on Veterans 
and Federal Affairs. She can be reached 
at Linda.Campbell@mahouse.gov or (617) 
722-2380.

978.502.8883978.502.8883
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It’s Hot Weather & A Hot Sellers Market!It’s Hot Weather & A Hot Sellers Market!
Put our experience to work for you.Put our experience to work for you.

Five Methuen High seniors received 
their diplomas early, as they headed off to 
begin their time in the military!

On May 29, Andre Martinez received 
the first diploma awarded to the Class of 
2020. Andre has signed on to serve with the 
United States Marine Corps.

On June 9, Anyalise Rivera received her 
diploma as a graduate in the MHS Class 
of 2020! The following day, she began her 
duty with the United States Army.

On June 12, Matthew Symington 
received his diploma and three days later 
headed off to serve with the United States 
Marine Corps.

On June 19, U.S. Navy-bound Jean Lan-
guasco received his diploma.

Also on June 19, Jason Campbell was 
presented with his diploma as he heads off 
to the United States Army.

Congratulations to all and thank you for 
your sacrifice!

ANDRE
Andre Martinez

ANYALISE
Anyalise Rivera

MATTHEW S
Matthew Symington

JEAN
Jean Languasco

JASON
Jason Campbell

Early MHS diplomas
for 5 military-bound grads

Jean Languasco

Matthew Symington

Jason Campbell Andre Martinez

Anyalise Rivera
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Methuen Public Schools Presents
Free   Summer Meals

Time: Route 1 Route 2

9:00  - 9:20 Washington Street Park & Ride

9:30 - 9:50 Independence Drive Lowell & Barker

10:00 - 10:20 Swan & Vermont Elm & Dawes

10:30 - 10:50 Birchwood & Oakside Lowell & Oakland

11:00 - 11:20 Brown & Carleton Railroad & Union

11:30 - 11:50 Tenney & Center Oakland & Granite

Starting Monday, June 29th  Methuen Public School 

Nutrition Team will  deliver breakfast / lunch grab n’ go 

bags to the children of Methuen. This will be available 

Monday through Friday from 9am to 12pm.

Please practice social distancing. Meals to be picked up from a table curbside

Meals also available at the Tenney Grammar School
75 Pleasant Street - Upper School Entrance

Monday - Friday 9am - 12pm

For more information, visit 
http://www.methuen.k12.ma.us/
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Las Escuelas Públicas de Methuen 
Presentan

Comidas de Verano Gratis

Hora: Ruta 1 Ruta 2
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A partir del lunes 29 de junio, el Equipo de Nutrición de 

las Escuelas Públicas de Methuen entregará bolsas con 

desayuno / almuerzo a los niños de Methuen. Será 

disponible de Lunes a Viernes de 9am a 12pm.

Por favor siga el distanciamiento social. Comida debe ser recogida de una mesa.

Comidas tambien disponibles en la Tenney Grammar School
75 Pleasant Street - Entrada de Upper School

Lunes - Viernes 9am - 12pm

Para más información, visite 
http://www.methuen.k12.ma.us/
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Summer Food Service Program

This institution is an equal opportunity provider
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See SALUTE Page 17

AFFORDABLE  Senior Housing

APPLICATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Studio & One Bedroom 

Apartments
          Each unit has:
  • Kitchenette • Refrigerator
  • Stove • Sink • Bathroom
• Smoke Free Environment
All On Beautiful, Historic Grounds 
Convenient to Downtown Methuen 

and Highways

Nevins Manor
110 Broadway, Methuen, MA 01844

Main: 978-686-1050
                     www.nevinsmanorapts.com      

TTY:711

Welcome to Summer

+

By Brooke Coupal
MethuenLife Writer

Aspiring United States Marine Corps 
Officer Sarah Dockham stood with tears 
in her eyes and her hand over her mouth in 
complete shock as dozens of people drove 
by her Methuen home, honking their horns 
and wishing her luck before she went off 

to Officer Can-
didates School 
in Quantico, Va.

The 20-year-
old had been 
qua ran t i n ing 
for almost two 
weeks in prepa-
ration for OCS 
due to the coro-
navirus pan-
demic but her 
Borislow Insur-
ance co-work-
er and mentor, 
Amanda Cio-
folo, wanted to 

make sure Dockham received a proper 
farewell. Afterall, Dockham has interned 
there for six years, where she was involved 

A drive-by salute for aspiring Marine Corps officer
MHS track stand-out 
Dockham, 20, in VA to 
qualify for basic training

“She is a natural 
leader who makes 
others around her 
better. She has a 
wonderful zest for 
life and is loved by 
all.”
~ Borislow Insur-
ance’s Jennifer 
Borislow on 6-year 
intern Sarah Dock-
ham

with a wide variety of the business’ respon-
sibilities. Ciofolo contacted those close to 
Dockham and began to organize a drive-by 
parade for June 5.

“Sarah deserves a celebration and 
because of COVID, I felt this was the safest 
way for us to celebrate and show Sarah she 
has so much love and support behind her,” 
Ciofolo said.

On the day of the parade, nearly 40 

cars lined up down Conte Drive, just one 
street away from Dockham’s home. Ciofolo 
walked in between the cars, handing out 
American flags to the masked occupants 
who came prepared with their own good-
luck signs.

Dockham’s neighbors, 32-year Marine 
veteran Robert Donaghue and his wife 
Barbara, led the pack toward her home with 
large American and Marine Corps flags 

Sarah Dockham (left) receives a sweet send-off from her Borislow Insurance co-workers 
Amanda Ciofolo and Jennifer Borislow (far right) who organized the drive-by parade. 
                  MethuenLife photos by Brooke Coupal

hanging from a pole out of their car’s sun-
roof. Dockham stepped outside to a lawn 
decorated with more signs and flags just as 
the drive-by parade began.

“I honestly could not believe it. It took 
a minute to process,” Dockham recalled. 
“The first couple of people I saw, I was 
blown away and as the cars went by, there 
were people I hadn’t seen in a couple of 
months - people from church, from the 
community - which was just incredible.”

As the reality of what was happening 
began to set in, Dockham began to cry 
tears of joy. Her boss of seven years, Jen-
nifer Borislow of Borislow Insurance on 
Griffin Park Drive, stopped her car in front 
of the home to share an emotional moment 
with Dockham, while maintaining a safe 
distance.

“She is an amazing young lady who 
will do anything to be helpful to every-
one,” Borislow said of Dockham. “She is 
very dedicated, highly driven and inspir-
ing to all those that are fortunate to spend 
time with her. She is a natural leader who 
makes others around her better. She has a 
wonderful zest for life and is loved by all.”

Members of First Church Congrega-
tional joined the parade, with Pastor Bill 
Ingraham driving a convertible car while 
waving a flag. The Dockham family has 



C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 B

lack

MethuenLifeJuly, 2020 17

Salute, continued from page 16

 

978-655-8116 • www.avedisianeast.biz
115 Merrimack St .Methuen

 (Route 110 ~ Former Wall’s Lincoln-Mercury)

Grilling Season Is Here. Check out the Best 
Cooker and Accessories Money Can Buy.

We can build your Outdoor 
Cooking Station. Or Supply You       

               with the Materials

Several Varieties of Mulch, 
Decorative Stone, Soils & Gravel for 

Pickup or Delivery.

Natural Wall Stones and 
Veneers by the Pallet or Pound

Granite Mail Box 
Posts, Lamp 

Posts, Steps and  
Platforms

PROPANE PROPANE 
TANKS TANKS 
FILLEDFILLED

105 Pleasant Valley St., Methuen, MA

WE’RE OPEN for INDOOR DINING,
TAKEOUT or DELIVERY 

Starting at 4pm - Call 978-208-8521
or place your order online: www.themillerstavern.com

served as prominent members of the church 
community for several years.

“The church participated in a drive-by 
to celebrate what an amazing woman she 
is and to give her our love and support as 
she’s getting ready to go,” Ingraham said 
during his online service the following Sun-
day. “Sarah, you are in our heart and in our 
prayers. You have always made us proud 
and we know you will continue to.”

Dockham did her best to share her grat-
itude with those who came to send her off, 
but found herself at a loss for words.

“I was definitely overwhelmed to the 
point where I didn’t know what to say to 
people other than thank you,” she said, “but 
if I could go back, I would honestly say to 
each and every one of them that they’re the 
reason that I want to work so hard. When 
I’m there at OCS and I’m struggling, it’s 
honestly moments like those that’s going 
to be the reminder to get me through and 
remind me why I’m doing what I’m doing.”

Dockham set off for OCS on June 9, 
where she said she would be immediately 
tested for the novel coronavirus. From 
there, she would sit through a 14-day 
restriction of motion, meaning she would 
be limited on where she could go on the 
base. During that time, she would focus 
on the academic portion of OCS, learning 
about the history of the Marine Corps, 
weaponry and other important topics. Eight 
weeks of intense, physical training would 
follow. After OCS, it will be decided if 

she’s ready to go onto Basic School, which 
lasts for six months.

  “She’s going through a course I went 
through 48 years ago, so I know what she’s 
going through and it’s not a lot of fun. It 
takes a lot of guts just to try it,” Donaghue 
said, “so I’m here to support her and to 
make sure she knows that we’re here for 
her.”

Dockham says that she’s ready to take on 
OCS thanks to all the love and support she 
has received. She applied for the program 
last year, but was declined due to a prior 
injury. After several doctor visits and work-
ing with a Marine Corps captain, she says 
she was able to make a comeback.

“Usually when candidates get declined 
on medical, it means their chances are slim 
to none to actually go back, but thanks to 
so much support, my parents helping me 
get a bunch of doctor’s appointments and 
my medical records together, I was actu-
ally able to go, so that was a feeling like 
no other knowing that a year and a half of 
trying to get everything together paid off,” 
she said, adding, “There was no chance 
that I was going to back down. If this was 
something that couldn’t happen this year, I 
would go back for it next year.”

Her determination and desire to be a 
leader came during her time on the Methuen 
High School cross-country and track teams. 
The Class of 2017 grad served as a captain 
for three seasons her senior year and two 
seasons her junior year.

“That was just an awesome period of 
growth for me and it kind of just propelled 
me forward in my athletic career and my 
mindset changed from being more of a fol-
lower and a listener to wanting to be more 
of a leader, someone who kind of took the 
front and helped other people,” Dockham 
explained. “I noticed as the captain of the 
team how much of an impact I was able to 
have on the freshmen if I worked hard, set 
a good example, and that just kind of cre-
ated the path for me that made me want to 
become an officer some day.”

  After high school, Dockham went off to 

Washington College in Chestertown, Md., 
to study political science and Spanish. She 
plans to graduate in December, a semester 
earlier than normal, in order to make her 
schedule with the military more flexible. 
Dockham needs to have a college degree 
before she can graduate from OCS, so even 
though the program ends in mid-August, 
she would not be able to be pinned with 
the Marine Corps Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
until December. Along with serving in the 
Marines, Dockham also hopes to attend law 
school.

32-year Marine veteran Robert Donaghue 
and his wife Barbara drive by Dockham's 
home with large American and Marine 
Corps flags hanging from a pole out their 
car's sunroof.

First Church Congregational Pastor Bill 
Ingraham wishes Dockham good luck while 
waving an American flag and driving by 
in a convertible with a sign reading, “WE 
LOVE YOU, SARAH.”
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Nevins Memorial Library
305 Broadway, Methuen, MA 01844

www.nevinslibrary.org

Imagine Your Story™ is sponsored by Nevins Memorial Library, the Massachusetts 
Library System, the Boston Bruins, the Massachusetts Board of Library Commission-
ers, and the Friends of the Nevins Memorial Library. Program sponsors include the 
Methuen Cultural Council (a local agency which is sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency), Digital Federal Credit Union (DCU), Methuen Public 
Schools, GLCAC, and the MSPCA at Nevins Farm.
Images are copyrighted. Contact CSLP at contact@cslpreads.org for more information.

Imagine Your Story™

Register online at nevinslibrary.org 
(under “Events”) or call 978-686-4080

Nevins Library presents Summer Reading 2020

Please join us for these fun programs in July! Most of these programs will be “virtual,” delivered via Zoom.  Just be 
sure to sign up for programs on our Calendar of Events as usual, and you’ll be sent a Zoom link to those programs. 

July 2020  MOST PROGRAMS REQUIRE REGISTRATION
(W) July 1  10:30-11 am  Snacktivity: Summer Celebrations (Ages 9-11)
(Th) July 2  10:30-11 am  Read & Play: Bubbles (Ages 2-3)
(F) July 3  Library closed  
(M) July 6  Facebook post Babies & Books (up to 24 months)
(Tu) July 7  10:30-11 am  Greek Mythology (Ages 9-11) 
(Th) July 9  10-0-10:30 am  “Little Songs for Big Imaginations”:
      A Family Concert with Steve Blunt (Ages 2-7)
(F) July 10  11-11:30 am  Little Bookworms with the Nevins Farm 
     MSPCA (Ages infant-5)
(M) July 13  Facebook post Babies & Books (up to 24 months)
(Tu) July 14  10-10:45 am  Science Tellers: Dragons – 
     Return of the Ice Sorceress (Ages 5-10)
(W) July 15  10:30-11 am  Superhero Storytime (Ages 7-9)
(Th) July 16  10-10:30 am  Rockabye Beats Concert: Virtual Fiesta 
     (Ages infant-5)
 (F) July 17  11-11:30 am  Little Bookworms with the Nevins Farm 
     MSPCA (Ages infant-5)
(M) July 20  Facebook post Babies & Books (up to 24 months)
(Tu) July 21  10:30-11 am  Bilingual Storytime: Farm Animals (Ages 2-6)
 (W) July 22  10:30-11 am  Family Storytime: Paint Your World (Ages 3-8)
(Th) July 23  10-11:30 am  Tanglewood Marionettes: Cinderella – 
     performance and Q&A (Ages 3-11)
(F) July 24  11-11:30 am  Little Bookworms with the Nevins Farm 
     MSPCA (Ages infant-5)
(F) July 24  Facebook post Tanglewood Marionettes: Cinderella – 
     video of Friday’s performance (Ages 3-11)
(Sat) July 25  Facebook post Tanglewood Marionettes: Cinderella – 
     video of Friday’s performance (Ages 3-11)
(M) July 27  Facebook post Babies & Books (up to 24 months)
(Tu) July 28  10-10:45 am  “Once upon a Time” Magic Show with 
     Mike Bent (Ages 4 and up)
(W) July29  10:30-11 am  Crafty Kids: Salt Dough Creations (Ages 9-11)
(Thu) July 30  2-2:30 pm  Story & Craft: Trains (Ages 6-9)
(F) July 31  11-11:30 am  Little Bookworms with the Nevins Farm
     MSPCA (Ages infant-5)

Programs for Tweens and Teens
These events are suitable for upper-elementary children and young teens and are a great way for the 
younger kids to transition into the teen programs at Nevins Library.
(W) July 8  10:30-11 am  Creature Feature: Meet Phoenix the 
     Bearded Dragon (Ages 9-13)
(Th) July 9  3-4 pm  Knot Tying with Lukas Theodossiou 
     (Ages 10-11/YA)
(M) July 13  Facebook Post Virtual Book Cover Redesign Contest 
     (Ages 10-11/YA)
(W) July 15  Facebook post Greek Mythology Digital Escape Room 
     (Ages 10-11/YA)
(Tu) July 21  1-2 pm  Fairy House Workshop with Judy B. Mullins 
     (Ages 8-13)

Programs for Teens
(Th) July 2  7-8:30 pm  Writer’s Workshop with Dakota Durbin
(W)  July 8  2:30-3:30 pm  Introduction to Library Resources: 
     Children of Blood and Bone
(Th) July 9  7-8:30 pm  Writer’s Workshop with Dakota Durbin
(F)	 July	10	 	 3-5	pm	 	 Netflix	Watch	Party	(link	posted	to	Facebook)
(Th) July 16  7-8:30 pm  Writer’s Workshop with Dakota Durbin
(W) July 22  2:30-3:30 pm  Dragon Egg Terrariums
(Th) July 23  7-8:30 pm  Writer’s Workshop with Dakota Durbin
(F)	 July	24	 	 3-5	pm	 	 Netflix	Watch	Party	(link	posted	to	Facebook)
(W) July 29  2:30-3:30 pm  What is a Tall Tale?
(Th) July 30  7-8:30 pm  Writer’s Workshop with Dakota Durbin

Programs for Adults
(W) July 8   6:30pm    Author Event:  Nancy Thayer
(F) July 14              Time TBD                 Author Event:  J. Courtney Sullivan
Every Friday     Noon   on our Facebook Page:  
     Fun with Nevins Library Quiz!
July 6 - August 16     Traditional Summer Reading Program for a weekly prize

Mayor Neil Perry, city officials and over 100 Methuen citi-
zens gathered at Walnut Grove and Elmwood cemeteries June 
13 to replace about 2,500 veterans’ flags. Physical distancing 
was maintained and the use of face masks was also encouraged. 

“This was, by far, the most numerous group of volunteers 
we have ever had for this initiative,” said Methuen Veterans 
Services Director Tom Hargreaves. 

By law, veterans have a new flag placed on their grave each 
year. In Methuen, that’s usually done prior to Memorial Day. 
But this year’s effort was held up as “the flag manufacturer 
got converted to making (COVID-19) masks. Our flags just 
arrived this morning,” Hargreaves told MethuenLife on June 4.

MethuenLife helped spread the word by asking for volun-
teers via our Facebook page.

“I have a lot of confidence that we’ll get it done. Lots of 
people have expressed interest in helping out,” Hargreaves 
said at the time.

Mayor Perry bought doughnuts for all of the volunteers and 
was impressed with the massive turnout of people. 

“This was truly an honorable community effort,” he said. “I 
would like to thank everyone who gave of their time to salute 
our deceased veterans. It was truly an incredible event for a 
great cause.”

Enjoy your summer 
break!

After one crazy school year, it sure feels 
good to be on summer break!

For Methuen High seniors, one giant 
milestone awaits: In-person graduation is 
set for Friday, July 31 at Nicholson Sta-
dium.

Methuen Public School families should 
regularly visit the School Department web 
page (methuen.k12.ma.us) for updates. 
High schoolers can access info on sum-
mer reading and math packets there, and 
grammar school families can get the fall 
supply list. Grammar school students can 
expect to be notified of homeroom teachers 
in August.  Methuen Public Schools will 
be offering free grab-and-go meals (bags 
contain both breakfast and lunch) for chil-
dren throughout the summer.  Distribution 
is Monday through Friday, 10am to 1pm 
at Tenney Grammar School’s upper school 
side as well as at various bus stops. Visit 
the school website for info.

SCHOOL BRIEFS

By law, every deceased veteran gets a new American flag at their 
gravesite each year. At Walnut Grove and Elmwood cemeteries, there 
are a total of 2,500 vets’ graves. Courtesy photos

100-plus place 2,500 flags on veterans’ graves
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METAL DETECTIVESBy Steve &
Jonathan Stewart   

Discovery of a lifetime comes TWICE!
Metal detecting is a hobby of luck and 

skill. Some might have years of experience 
with little-to-no finds under their belt, while 
others have very minimal experience with 
some of the craziest recoveries. Or vice 
versa. 

As a young detectorist still learning the 
hobby, I recall a time back in October of 
2017 when I didn’t know much, yet had 
some amazing discoveries to my name. 
When fall strikes in New England, and all 
the prospering local farms turn over their 
fields for winter, detectorists love to nestle 
into those fields and save our past. One of 
the most electrifying sights to see is a fresh-
ly plowed-over field on a farm. Old coins 
and relics that have been slowly sinking 
down into the earth are tilled and plowed 
back up to the surface by the farmers on 
their tractors. The aerated soil allows for 
easy detection with our detectors and, since 
it is a field with light and fluffy soil, it also 
makes it easier to dig. This helps prevent 
the opportunity to accidentally hit a hidden 
piece of treasure, which happens more than 
often.

The story begins in Methuen with me 
and my dad in October 2017. We decided 
to go out for a couple hours one evening. 
It was cool in the 50s along with a soft fall 
breeze making it a perfect night to metal 
detect. My dad and I both decided to use our 
Garrett AT Pros (our metal detectors), along 
with a NEL Tornado coil (coils that attach 
to the bottom of our detectors, and come in 
many sizes and shapes). The NEL coils can 
reach depths of up to 15 inches along with 
a circumference of 6 to 8 inches around 
the targets. The evening began with a few 
recoveries, such as tractor pieces, modern 
pocket change and lots of junk metal. As 
I continued along after a couple of hours, 
I received a tone on my AT Pro that I’ve 
personally never experienced before: the 
illusive “Half Dollar” signal! On our detec-
tors there is a VDI signal (Visual Display 
Indicator) that helps us decipher the type 
of metal that may be detected. After scan-
ning it a few times, it made me jump with 
excitement while thinking, “PLEASE BE A 
SILVER HALF-DOLLAR!” My detector 
indicated the object at a depth of 2 to 3 inch-
es and on the side of one of the tilled lines 
the plow made in the dirt. I gently pushed 
away the fluffy soil with my hand while 
using my Pro Pointer (a handheld smaller 
detector for precise targeting). The Pro 
Pointer beeps quicker the closer I am to the 
target. I reached down into the pile of dirt 
and felt a solid circular object in my hand. 
As I quickly grasped it and set my eyes on 
it, I was sent into a state of shock and forced 
to scream, “I found my ‘white whale!’ ” – a 
term that describes a single find detectorist 
spend years looking for! My dad ran over 

and we high-fived each other realizing I just 
recovered an 1877 Seated Liberty Half Dol-
lar. The coin of my dreams has been found 
and saved to history!

Now, I could stop right there, as that 
story in itself was just magical. However, 
there is more to this tale that needs to be 
told. Remember, this iconic coin you just 
read about was found in October 2017. Less 
than two months later, in early December 
of that year, my dad and I ventured down 
to Connecticut to metal detect. A friend of 
ours, Dakota, often invites us to his state 
to hunt with him on old farmland. I did not 
expect anything crazy for a while, as most 
detectorist will go long periods between 
amazing recoveries. But cornfields, I knew, 
were my sweet spot at the time. We ven-
tured down this steep hill, through some 
thick brush, crossing a stream in 32-degree 
weather with light snow falling. The ground 
was still soft and good enough to detect. As 
luck would be on my side again, it only took 
me one swing in this field to receive a very 
similar VDI signal to the one I had in Octo-
ber in Methuen. In that moment, you would 
have had to pinch me, I really thought I was 
dreaming, but my skill knew otherwise! My 
friend Dakota, who at the time also made 
videos like our Mass Metal Detecting vid-
eos on YouTube, decided to “live dig” the 
signal. (This is when you record someone 
retrieving their target, usually when there is 
a really good signal.) As he pulled out his 
camera and pressed record, I began to dig 
with a snow-covered depth signal of 4 to 
6 inches. I removed the first shovel of dirt 
and swung back over the signal with my 
detector to see where it was. Dakota, using 
his Pro Pointer, pinpointed the target for 
me. Knowing about my amazing recovery 
in October, Dakota gasped as he spots a 
half-dollar-size, coin-shaped object in the 
hole that appeared to be silver. Quickly, out 
of adrenaline, he flipped the object over 

to the other side with no dirt attached, and 
BAM! We see what appears to be yet anoth-
er Seated Liberty Half Dollar! Absolutely 
incredible to have been looking for this 
coin for years, and save two from history in 
a relatively short period of time. This par-
ticular Seated Lady Liberty half-dollar was 
inscribed with a date of 1853, accompanied 
with arrows horizontal to the 1853 date. 
The obverse had beautiful rays around the 
eagle’s head. Dakota and I both took video 
and, looking back, you can most definitely 
see the pure state of shock I was in. A dream 
coin recovered not once, but twice in one 
year!

The United States Seated Liberty half 
dollar was minted between 1839 and 1891, 
primarily in Philadelphia and New Orleans 
as America moved west and endured the 
tribulations of the Civil War. Mints were 
also cast in San Francisco and Carson City 
in the 1870s. Most silver was mined during 
this period in Arizona, Montana, Nevada 
and Idaho. (I have actually visited a silver 
mining town in Idaho called Silver City). 
The coin has undergone several modifi-

cations over the series. It also has a few 
notable errors such as the 1842-O small 
date and the 1855/4 overdate. The design 
of the coin on the obverse showcases a 
beautiful portrait of Lady Liberty invoking 
the spirit of freedom! In her left hand she 
is holding a Liberty cap on a pole, while in 
her right hand she holds a shield inscribed 
with the word “LIBERTY,” symbolizing 
preparedness and freedom. On the top of 
the obverse, there are 13 stars (a token of 
the original 13 states) with the date year 
cast on the bottom. Reversing the coin, you 
see an eagle perched upon a branch, hold-
ing three arrows for the Executive, Judi-
cial and Legislative branches of the U.S. 
government. Above the eagle is inscribed, 
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” and 
on the bottom its abbreviated denomination, 
“HALF DOL.” My second 1853 half-dollar, 
there are arrows on either side of the date. 
In that year, they reduced the weight of the 
coin from 206.25 grains, to 192 grains, and 
production was limited to Philadelphia and 
New Orleans. The change was marked by 
the simple addition of two arrowheads on 
either side of the date, and rays around the 
eagle on the obverse for wealth and power. 
However, not all coins are minted prop-
erly. The U.S. Mints do their best to pro-
duce accurate coinage. Nevertheless, some 
slipped through without the arrows during 
and after 1853. Those are the valuable rare 
varieties we as detectorist dream of. 

Methuen father/son treasure hunt-
ers Steve and Jonathan Stewart were the 
August 2019 MethuenLife cover story. They 
run YouTube, Facebook and Instagram 
accounts called Mass Metal Detecting and 
have followers around the globe. They love 
to save history and enjoy talking about it. 
If you’d like to invite them to your property 
for a hunt, you may be included in a future 
article! Please drop them a note via Steve@
MethuenLife.com .  

The United States Seated Liberty half-dollar was minted between 1839 and 1891, primarily 
in Philadelphia and New Orleans as America moved west and endured the tribulations of 
the Civil War. Courtesy photos

Monday, May 27th , 2013
8:00 a.m. until Noon

New home of the Christian 
Fellowship Church of the 

Merrimack Valley

OPEN HOUSE for Memorial Day

Tenney Memorial Chapel 
at Walnut Grove Cemetery, Methuen, MA

Corner of Grove and Railroad Streets

Located at the 
Walnut Grove Cemetery 

(corner of Railroad and Grove Streets Methuen)

 Christian Fellowship Church 
of the Merrimack Valley

*Non-Denominational*

Rev. David L. Sundell, D. Min

A Community of
Caring Christians

Traditional Worship Service

United in Prayer for All Affected by the Coronavirus. 
When appropriate, services will resume at the Tenney Chapel.  

Traditional Worship Service 
by Conference Call

Sunday mornings at 10am
For more information call 978-688-2407
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The Irish Cottage Will Be Hosting 
Thanksgiving Morning Breakfast 

Buffet 7 to 12. Come in and relax 
while we do the cooking for you. 
This is a great way for us to treat 
our guest at the beginning of their 

family day. We will be serving 
traditional Irish Breakfast along 
with Classic American, Omelet 
Station, Pastry and much more.  
We are now taking reservations. 

Call 978-208-4347.

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING MORNING 
BREAKFAST

17 Branch St., Methuen - 978-208-4347

NOW OPEN FOR INDOOR NOW OPEN FOR INDOOR 
& OUTDOOR DINING!& OUTDOOR DINING!

Check www.theirishcottagepub.com 
for Hours & Menus!

S a v i n g  e n e r g y  o n e  c u st o m e r  a t  a  t i m e .

  www.FreemanFuelCompany.com

Air Conditioning

Call NOW                           AC tune-up!

Oil Delivery Services
Gas & Plumbing

978-688-0604  5 Lowell St., Methuen, MA 01844

...we also do:

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

We are MORE than just an oil company!
 

MA Plumbing # 15571    NH Plumbing # MBE1400822    Corp. #3771C 

By Nancy Reardon
MethuenLife Writer

Erin Quinn has overcome many 
major medical obstacles in her 
young life, so celebrating her 

11th birthday was a huge mile-
stone for her and her family.  

Jordyn Waible has been Erin’s personal 
care assistant/nanny for the past five years 
and says she feels blessed to be part of the 
Quinn girls’ lives: “I think of Erin as if she 
was my own child. I love Katherine (9) and 
Hannah (7) just as much, but I have a spe-
cial place in my heart for Erin.”

Erin has the cask gene mutation micro-
cephaly, global developmental delay, cor-
tical vision impairment (CVI), pontocere-
bellar hypoplasia, autism, and is nonverbal. 
Erin wasn’t expected to walk but, Jordyn 
explains, after 5 years of therapy, she did it!

As a surprise to Erin, her sisters and 
especially her parents Kellee and Sean 
Quinn, Jordyn and her family, friends and 
as well as Erin’s teachers at the Children’s 
Center for Communication/Beverly School 
for the Deaf organized an amazing drive-by 
car parade, including a fire truck and police 
escort. 

Despite Erin’s vision impairment, yellow 
and red are two colors she can recognize. 
The “village” Kellee and Sean call their 
friends and family dressed in bright yellow 
T-shirts with a big red Elmo – Erin’s favor-
ite character - on the front.

Participants met in the parking lot of the 
Marsh Grammar School to decorate their 
cars with bright yellow and red balloons 
and banners, huge signs that read “Happy 
Birthday, Erin” and pictures of Elmo.

Jordyn headed back to the family home 
to bring the Quinns outside for the surprise. 

They were still unaware of what was about 
to happen until they heard the sirens of the 
police and fire truck. Jordyn hoisted Erin 
onto her shoulders and while they waved at 
the parade of about 15 vehicles that rolled 
by. mom and dad stood by with such grati-
tude for the surprise. There was no mistak-

ing who the birthday girl was: Erin’s beau-
tiful long red hair was tied up in a huge red 
bow to match her adorable red tutu. She just 
gleamed with joy when she heard the sirens.

Kellee said, “We are so blessed to have 
Jordyn in our lives. I absolutely believe 

Photo info:
QUINN POINT
Jordyn sat Erin on her shoulders and 
dad Sean points out the cars to his 
girl, while her sister Hannah watches 
and mom Kellee is overwhelmed 
by the support for her daughter. 
MethuenLife photos by Nancy 
Reardon

QUINN GROUP
They say it takes a village to raise 
a child and help them flourish, this 
is Erin’s village of family, friends 
and teachers, accompanied by the 
Methuen police and fire departments.
 
QUINN FAMILY
The Quinn family includes (from left) 
Katie, 9; mom Kellee; the birthday girl 
Erin, 11; dad Sean and Hannah, 7.

QUINN TEACHERS
Jordyn holds Erin, surrounded by 
Erin’s teachers from the Children’s 
Center for Communication/Beverly 
School for the Deaf Jill Teixeira (left) 
and Jessica Swehla (right).

Happy 11th birthday to the mighty Miss Quinn!

Jordyn sat Erin on her shoulders and dad Sean points out the cars to his girl, while her 
sister Hannah watches and mom Kellee is overwhelmed by the support for her daughter. 
               MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

The Quinn family includes (from left) 
Katie, 9; mom Kellee; the birthday girl 
Erin, 11; dad Sean and Hannah, 7.

See QUINN, Page 23
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natives. The first recipe depends on butter to 
get the skin on the chicken crispy and deli-
cious. Julia Child once said there is no such 
thing as too much butter and, although my 
doctor disagrees, I’m Team Julia on this one.

Baked Buttery Chicken
& New Potatoes

Serves 6

6 bone-in chicken thighs with skin (3 to 
4 pounds)

2 cans sliced, peeled new potatoes
1 medium yellow onion, sliced
6 tablespoons of butter, cut into pats
Salt, ground black pepper, garlic powder 

and paprika to taste
2 tablespoons of olive oil

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Coat the 
bottom of a glass baking pan with olive oil. 
Place the chicken thighs in the pan. Surround 
the chicken with the onions and potatoes. 
Season with the salt and spices. Add a pat 
of butter to each thigh. Bake for 60 minutes, 
or until the juices run clear and the internal 

temperature reaches 165 degrees. Baste once, 
halfway through.

Like my weird dog Eddy and unlike the 
two aliens I raised, I love all green vegetables. 
All of them. Every last one. Asparagus is no 
exception. My mom, who left us at the end of 
May, used to make this casserole all the time 
but never put it in the recipe book she made 
for me. I have recreated it to the best of my 
ability and it came out pretty close. It isn’t 
complicated, but it’s a perfect side with the 
chicken. This one’s for you, Mom. Yours was 
better, but this one will do nicely.

Asparagus Casserole
Serves 6 

3 pounds asparagus, cleaned and chopped
2 (10.75 ounce) cans cream of mushroom 

soup
2 cups crushed Ritz crackers
4 ounces shredded Cheddar cheese
Butter to grease the pan.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 
2-quart casserole dish. Layer half the aspar-
agus, one can of cream of mushroom soup, 
one cup of crushed Ritz crackers, then repeat. 
Cover and bake for 25 minutes. Remove 
the cover, add the shredded cheese, cover 
and bake for another five minutes, until the 
cheese melts.  

One of the things I miss most as a diabetic 
is ice cream. Followed closely by cheesecake. 
I did find a pretty good substitute in ricotta 
cheese, though. I may or may not have come 
up with this recipe after shot-gunning a tub 
of ricotta followed by a Hershey’s chocolate 
syrup chaser and thinking, “There has to be a 
classier way to eat my feelings.” Turns out, 
there is. You’re going to need some fancy 
kitchen tools like a sieve and some cheese-
cloth, but the basic ingredients are pretty sim-

ple. The recipe says it serves 6, but a quarter 
of a cup of ricotta has 4 grams of carbs and 
quarter of a tablespoon of chocolate syrup has 
about 1.5, so I find a quarter to a half-cup fill-
ing enough for me. It satisfies the sweet tooth 
without too much of the sweet stuff.

Homemade Chocolate
Ricotta Cheese

Serves 6

6 cups whole milk
4½ tablespoons distilled white vinegar
½ teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons chocolate syrup

In a large saucepan, combine the milk and 
salt and stir over medium heat. Don’t let the 
milk scorch. Let the milk foam at the edges 
and just start to simmer but don’t let it boil. 
Remove from heat, add the vinegar and stir 
no more than two or three times. Set it aside 
and let it stand for five minutes to let the 
curds form. Line a sieve with cheesecloth 
and pour the milk in, trying not to disturb the 
curds. Let it drain for at least five minutes. 
The longer it drains, the drier the ricotta will 
be. If you want it moist, then stop draining 
after 5 minutes. Put the ricotta in a container 
and let it cool. Mix in the chocolate syrup 
thoroughly. The ricotta can be refrigerated for 
up to a week.

It’s been quite a month here at the Erskine 
household but we’re doing OK. No matter 
what you decide to cook this month, I hope 
you get to share it with the people who mean 
the most to you in the world. That’s always 
my mom’s favorite part.

Paula Erskine has lived in the Methuen 
area her entire life and manages to cook and 
write while dodging basketballs, teenagers 
and four small dogs. Sooo many dogs….

OPEN 6:30 am - 11:30 am

Al’s Family 
Diner

500 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844

Great Coffee...hot or iced!!

Come on Down for 
Your Favorite
Breakfast!

WE’RE BACK...
WITH THOSE BREAKFASTS YOU LOVE!

S a m e  A w e s o m e  F o o d 
w i t h  a  B i t  o f  S p a c i n g .

I realize that other people are beginning 
to come out of their houses and we are not 
technically in full lockdown anymore, but 
did I mention I have central AC and that 
Verizon finally fixed our cable after approx-
imately 374,000 attempts? So I don’t really 
mind it in here. Plus my kitchen is here and I 
think we all know how I feel about kitchens, 
TVs and not sweating. I mention the central 
AC because it’s the reason you’re getting 
two baked dishes in July. I could have 
gone the old Fourth of July grilled some-
thing-or-other route, but I’m pretty sure the 
grill is in that place known as The Outdoors. 
So here we are.

There’s not much you can do to make the 
chicken dish vegetarian or vegan and the 
ricotta and asparagus are pretty firmly in the 
vegetarian category. Pacific Foods makes a 
vegan cream of mushroom soup and there 
are vegan cracker and shredded cheese alter-

By Paula Erskine

3 good reasons to stay in the kitchen!

A TAsTe of Home

Political insight stars in Deeb’s new book 
  Most city residents soak up local politics from an outsider’s perspective. But what really goes 

on behind the scenes and what tips can an experienced “insider” give to someone looking to run 
for office? Former Methuen School Committee member D.J. Deeb offers his perspective in his 
newly released third book, “State and Local Politics: Essentials, Campaigning, & Lessons Learned” 
which highlights his political experiences in the Merrimack Valley, particularly Methuen.

The book is a who’s who of city politics, featuring Deeb’s experiences with everyone from 
former mayors, city councilors and School Committee members to current officials and local 
newspaper publishers, according to a press release.

Deeb is an adjunct professor of history and government at Bunker Hill Community College and 
a political science instructor at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. In 2013, he was elected to 
the Methuen School Committee, serving three terms from 2014 to 2019. He ran unsuccessfully 
for Methuen Central District City Council in November 2019, losing by 16 votes. He was also an 
elected member of the Greater Lowell Regional Vocational-Technical School Committee (1997-
2009) and the Dracut School Committee (2005-2008). Deeb also served as an appointed member 
of the Town of Dracut Committee on Government Rules and Regulations from 2009 to 2011.

The 251-page book costs $19.99 and is available via Amazon.com and Kindle.
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ALL GOOD NEWS. ALL METHUEN.
WHAT A CONCEPT!

Thanks for reading MethuenLife 
& supporting our advertisers!

v

HOME & OFFICE ELECTRICAL SERVICES – GENERATORS - HVAC - HOME 
AUTOMATION - CLEANING - HANDYMAN SERVICES - mobile auto detailing

CALL CORNERSTONE! (978) 237-0060 |  cornerstoneservicesne.com

LLCLLC
CORNERSTONECORNERSTONECORNERSTONECORNERSTONE

S E R V I C E SS E R V I C E SS E R V I C E SS E R V I C E S

for professional, reliable home and office services

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL CLEANING: 
Let us do the deep-clean Let us do the deep-clean 
so you can enjoy your so you can enjoy your 
home more!home more!

WANT YOUR 
WEEKENDS BACK?

starting at only starting at only $$149149
Daily, weekly, monthly office cleaning

services also available

Hamilton: a 
house SOLD word!

Jen
Hamilton
REALTOR®

508.954.7941
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

jenhamilton.com
138 River Road • Suite 107  • Andover, MA

FREEMARKET ANALYSIS!

Licensed in 
MA and NH

   The FALL MARKET is 
HERE and Inventory is LOW!

If you are thinking of selling NOW is the time, 
inventory is at an all time low making this a seller’s

market. In a seller’s market there is a greater chance
for a bidding war on your home so put my 35 years 
of experience to work for you today by calling for a 
FREE no obligation Market Analysis of your home.  

Just want a quick answer to your 
real estate questions? Email your questions at 

jennifer.bower9@comcast.net
Listings wanted

Hamilton: a 
house SOLD word!

Jen
Hamilton
REALTOR®

508.954.7941
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

jenhamilton.com
138 River Road • Suite 107  • Andover, MA

FREEMARKET ANALYSIS!

Licensed in 
MA and NH

   The FALL MARKET is 
HERE and Inventory is LOW!

If you are thinking of selling NOW is the time, 
inventory is at an all time low making this a seller’s

market. In a seller’s market there is a greater chance
for a bidding war on your home so put my 35 years 
of experience to work for you today by calling for a 
FREE no obligation Market Analysis of your home.  

Just want a quick answer to your 
real estate questions? Email your questions at 

jennifer.bower9@comcast.net

Market is 
HOT

God placed Jordyn with us.” She went on 
to say that because of Erin’s compromised 
immune system, they asked Jordyn to move 
in with them in March during the COVID-
19 epidemic to care for their daughter and 
Jordyn did not hesitate to do so.

Jordyn’s mother, Seleina Waible, said, 
“We are all blessed that Kellee and Sean 
have shared their gift of Erin with us, I 
can’t say enough about how wonderful 
they are!”

Quinn, continued from 20

They say it takes a village to raise a child and help them flourish, this is Erin’s village of 
family, friends and teachers, accompanied by the Methuen police and fire departments.

Mayor Neil Perry (front row, far right) recently assembled a handful of dignitaries at the 
Methuen High outdoor track to celebrate the renovation that will see a new surface by 
the end of the summer. It's been approximately 20 years since any major work was done. 
MJ Cataldo Landscape and Construction will lay down new asphalt topped with a half-
inch of a rubberized coating. "This is what happens when people work together. It's been 
unusable by the high school for a long time. This place is going to be fantastic when it's 
all finished," said the mayor. City Council Chairman Jim McCarty added, "There was a lot 
of moving parts. I want to thank (Director of Economic and Community Development) Bill 
Buckley. This is one of the smoother projects when it's all in place." Attending the brief 
ceremony were the architect Chris Huntress, Joe Cataldo, city councilors, MHS Principal 
Rich Barden, Superintendent Brandi Kwong and others. Photo by Steve Whipple   

MHS PROJECT FINALLY 
ON THE FAST TRACK!
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AUXILIARY TRANSMISSION AUXILIARY TRANSMISSION 
COOLERS COOLERS CAN REDUCE CAN REDUCE 

TEMPERATURES TEMPERATURES 
BY 20-60%BY 20-60%

Going Camping? Going Camping? 
To The Lake? To The Lake? 

Rt. 28,Windham, NH
603-898-4112

Every system of your vehicle works Every system of your vehicle works 
harder when towing a trailer, camper, harder when towing a trailer, camper, 
or boat. Extreme heat builds up in your or boat. Extreme heat builds up in your 
transmission when towing. transmission when towing. 

The automotive industry has seen a lot of 

changes over the past 36 years.

Computer controlled transmissions, hybrid technology, 

electronic diagnostics, the list goes on. Keeping your 

vehicle in top running condition is especially important 

these days. Preventative maintenance is the key. 

Experience counts... and our 36 years in business proves 

it. So the next time you are looking for someone you can 
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of all, to our customers who have helped us 
reach this milestone,Thank You!!!
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By Nancy Reardon
MethuenLife Writer

Car parades have become a “thing” lately 
and one of the biggest Methuen Life has 
covered so far was the send-off for retiring 
Comprehensive Grammar School teacher 
Kathy Borden - a past CGS Teacher of the 
Year recipient with 35 years in Methuen 
classrooms.

Borden’s kindergarten co-workers threw 
her a parade like no other – so appropriate 
for this one-of-a-kind, exuberant, fun-lov-
ing, always-smiling teacher! Her neighbor 
Kate Capodagli also decorated the front of 
Kathy’s house with a huge Happy Retire-
ment sign and balloons.

While chatting with her husband Wayne 
and sons Wayne and Jonathan, along with 
family and friends, Kathy heard sirens 
coming down her street. At first she thought 
something was wrong in the neighborhood, 
but she then realized they were for her. 
Shocked, Kathy started to tear up as the cars 
passed her house. There were well over 50 
vehicles, complete with blaring horns, bal-
loons and huge signs wishing her a Happy 
Retirement.  

She was even more surprised when two 
of her three grandchildren, Avaree and Wes-
ley, visited her via Skype as they are in 
Alaska. Their dad, Kathy’s oldest son Ryan 
is stationed there with the military. 

“I really am leaving with so many good 
memories,” said Kathy, who donned a crown 

and sash (reading “Retired, not expired”) 
for the parade. “I am so lucky. I had a really 
good career and met a lot of good friends 
over the years. I’m very happy!” 

Kathy was a special education teacher for 
20 years and spent the last 15 years teach-
ing kindergarten at CGS. She started her 
career in 1985 - first at the Marsh Grammar 
School, then on to the Oakland Avenue 
School and the Ashford School. When the 

schools were being renovated, she worked 
at the former Fleet Bank when it was a 
temporary site. She then went back to the 
Marsh and finished her career at CGS. 

Former student Matt DeFrancesco said, 
“When I first came to CGS, I always had 
fun with Mrs. Borden. She was so nice to 
me. She was always the best teacher and she 
has inspired me and has made me want to be 
a kindergarten teacher, so I’m very glad that 

she was my kindergarten teacher.”
Kathy’s fellow CGS kindergarten team 

also spoke glowingly about her.
“Kathy was amazing about making 

everyone feel included … and she always 
made sure everyone was taken care of. She 
fought for every teacher and every kid,” 
said Kara Blatt.

Michelle Reitano said, “Kathy welcomed 
me to my first year at the CGS this year 
with open arms and helped me every step of 
the way. I am going to miss her so much.”

Jeanne Molloy added, “I’ve been work-
ing with Kathy for several years, Kathy is 
all about the children; she cares deeply and 
she’s an excellent teacher and leader.”

We wish you all the best, Mrs. Borden!

50-plus cars join retirement parade for beloved teacher Kathy Borden

Cheers to Kathy Borden! Popping the cork on her champagne, Kathy (center) is joined by 
her Kindergarten team (from left) Sharon Kapersal, Jeanne Molloy, Mary Davis, Michelle 
Reitano and Kara Blatt.              ML photos by Nancy Reardon

Kathy looks to the iPad showing her 
grandchildren, Avaree and Wesley, 
Skyping from Alaska 
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A new Methuen Fourth of July tradition starts this year: The Methuen Historical Society 
will celebrate our nation’s 245th birthday by organizing two events for the morning of July 
4th!

In 1776, the Continental Congress mandated that every town read the Declaration of 
Independence at their various meeting houses. In addition, every town had to print the 
Declaration in the official records of the community. In Methuen, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was entered into our records July 17, 1776.

Methuen residents – individuals and families – are invited to 
come to Methuen’s Meetinghouse Hill (located across from the 
entrance to Holy Family Hospital) at 10am on July 4 to participate 
in the reading of the Declaration of Independence. On a first-come 
basis, people will be given a section of the Declaration to read. 
People may also sign up to read by e-mailing the Historical Soci-
ety at methuenhistoricalsociety@verizon.net. The participation of 
children is encouraged.

Following the reading of the Declaration of Independence, The 
Meetinghouse Hill Cemetery – Methuen’s oldest cemetery – will 
be open for browsing and tours. Forty-seven Revolutionary Min-
utemen and soldiers are buried there as well as four soldiers of the 
earlier French and Indian War and two soldiers from the later War 
of 1812. Posters will be placed by the graves of soldiers whose 
homes are still standing. The posters will give some information 
about the Minuteman and a description and picture of the house.  

“A committee comprising of Thomas Whittier, James Davis 
and Richard Swan was appointed on August 28, 1726, to procure 
an acre of land for a ‘burying ground,’ ”according to Maureen 
Pollard, president of the Historical Society. “Since this cemetery 
is usually locked, this is a wonderful opportunity for Methuen 
residents to visit this wonderful piece of our history.” 

The Historical Society has organized an enthusiastic group of 
volunteers to clean the graves in this cemetery. Many of the old 
gravestones were not readable, but after careful cleaning, some 
look almost new. The project was funded by a grant from the 
Festival of Trees. In addition to the cleaning project, many of the 
broken stones will be restored by a professional firm. The ceme-
tery will be open from 10:30am to 1pm following the reading of 
the Declaration of Independence.

Let Our Family Protect Your Family

(978)685-2549
www.michaudinsurance.com

Shopping for Insurance?
Support Your Local Agent

95 Ayer Street
Methuen, MA 01844

Michaud Insurance Agency is a family owned and
operated agent that offers a range of insurance

services for our clients.

Auto (MA & NH)

Homeowners, Renters, & Condo

Business & Commercial
Antiques & Collectibles

Motorcycle, ATV & Boat

Weddings & Life

Servicing Massachusetts & New Hampshire since 1979

We practice social distancing & can
do everything for you 
Electronically!

4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square
978-682-9630 • www.theguitargarage.com978-682-9630 • www.theguitargarage.com

Become a Become a 
rock star today!rock star today!
We've all had day dreams of being a rock star 
or playing on stage with our favorite bands. At 
The Guitar Garage in Methuen, MA, we'll teach 

you how to play like your favorite artist! We also 
offer top-of-the-line gear to get you started!

High-Quality 
Music Gear At 
Great Prices!

• Instruments & Accessories
Lessons • Instrument Repair

 NOW OFFERING 
VIRTUAL LESSONS FOR ALL 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS!

Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Lifelong Methuen resident Sandra Lumb 
didn’t think she’d have a shot working in a 
Catholic school. After all she was a Meth-
odist and, in 1980 when she was looking to 
further her teaching career, the two weren’t 
considered a good match.

  “But in the middle of the summer, Mt. 
Carmel Principal Sister Cecile Labrecque 
called saying, ‘We have a first-grade open-
ing.’ My name came to her while she was 
in prayer in chapel one day. After that, it 
was home.”

It’s now the end of an era, as Ms. Lumb 
retired last month. She spent 40 years as 
an educator in Catholic schools: At Mt. 
Carmel she taught Title 1 reading as well 
as first, third and fourth grade, followed by 
15 years at St. Monica’s School where she 
taught fourth, fifth and sixth grade. 

She says teaching at Catholic schools 
is the best of both worlds: “Here, the staff 
is included in everything. And in a public 
school, I wouldn’t be able to teach religion 
or talk about Christmas or Easter. … With-
out sharing my faith, I couldn’t have done 

it. This is where I belonged.”
Lumb says she loved “those ah-ha 

moments” in the classroom: “With the little 
ones, they get the ‘I got it’ look in their 
eyes. With the older ones, you hear the 
‘OHHHHH!’ It’s special seeing that light 
bulb and knowing something I taught has 
gotten to them at that moment. I also love 
the sweet moments, like seeing the little 
ones make their First Communion.”

Recalling a favorite memory makes her 
laugh: “It was April Fool’s Day and I was 
always prepared for it! The middle school-
ers sat down and I said, ‘Take out your 
homework.’ A hand went up and the student 
said, ‘I don’t have it.’ I told him, ‘You know 
what to do. Write your name in the book.’ 
Then another hand went up, and another 
and another. I thought, ‘What is going on?’ 
Then I saw a couple with grins on their 
faces. They all said, ‘April fools!’ They all 
had their homework done. They got me!”

While Lumb will miss her students and 
the colleagues she now calls friends, she’s 
looking forward to enjoying crafts – par-
ticularly quilting – and listening to music, 
especially the choir at her home parish of 
First Baptist Church in Methuen.

St. Monica’s School teacher Sandra Lumb receives gifts and well wishes during a drive-by 
goodbye parade held at the school last month. Courtesy photo

Teacher retires after 
40 years in Catholic schools

Join in July 4 reading of Declaration of 
Independence, tour of Minutemen’s graves
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Bob Lobster: Fresh seafood, beautiful views on summer nights
By Hailey
Moschella

Dining in the Valley

On these summer days when you don’t 
want to travel too far or make a production 
of going to a more populated beach, roll 
down your windows, crank up Bob Marley 
and enjoy the scenic ride to Plum Island. 
Just beyond the waterfront town of New-
buryport — home to a wonderful rail trail, 
shops and many dining options — sits Bob 
Lobster. 

The seafood shanty across from the 
iconic pink house on Plum Island Turnpike 
serves up fresh fish in a casual setting. It’s a 
great spot for families, friends and couples. 
The restaurant’s namesake, a local lobs-
terman, and his wife opened Bob Lobster 
in 2001 as a seafood market, before four 
friends from Plum Island took over the 
business. 

I had never eaten at Bob Lobster, even 
while working on Plum Island for a year, 
so it was time to make the pilgrimage. My 
family joined me for my first visit, which 
was also our first visit to any restaurant 
since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

My husband, Bill, who grew up eating 
fried clams at Kream ’n’ Kone during 
family vacations to Cape Cod, couldn’t 
get enough of the Fishermen’s Platter, a 
bounty of fried scallops, haddock, shrimp 
and clams. 

“The delicious food and cooperative 
weather brought back wonderful memories 
of summers gone by,” he said. 

Generously portioned, one platter can be 
shared, especially if it’s accompanied by 2 
pounds of steamers.

My son enjoyed the experience so much 
he asked if we were on vacation. Bob Lob-
ster is just far enough off the beaten path 

and only a few minutes from one of the 
most peaceful beaches in New England.

If you don’t want to go through the trou-
ble of cooking your own lobster at home, 
treat yourself to an evening of looking out 
at the beautiful salt marshes while savoring 
the simplicity of fresh seafood. I suggest 
substituting the French fries for the crispy 
onion rings. The meals also come with a 
tasty slaw.

Michael Barson of Atkinson, N.H., dines 
at Bob Lobster on a regular basis. He 
enjoys the setting, cheerful service and 
outdoor seating. 

“The tasty fish sandwich is so huge it 
could feed two,” he said. “The scallops 
are sensational, and the onion rings are 
excellent.”

Outdoor seating and ample parking 
allow you to enjoy a freshly steamed lob-
ster while watching the sun set or a plate of 
fried clams after a day at the beach. Make 
Bob Lobster a destination and enjoy the 
serenity of Plum Island. 

Hailey Moschella loves exploring com-
munities through their cuisine, discovering 
the story behind every dish. On any given 
Tuesday, you can find her scarfing down 
tacos with her son, Henry.

BOB LOBSTER
49 Plum Island Turnpike, Newbury 

Specialty: Seafood. Selection 
ranges from chowders and fried 

seafood boats and platters to salads, 
sandwiches, poutine and an array 
of specialty lobster rolls (wasabi, 

anyone?). 
Price guide: $$$

More info: boblobster.com, 
Facebook and Instagram

Bob Lobster opened in 2001 as a seafood 
market, before friends from Plum Island 
took over the business. MethuenLife 
photos by Hailey Moschella

Make the journey to Plum Island and enjoy a delicious meal at Bob Lobster. 

Quality  Fresh 
Meats  with Old 

Fashioned Service
Delmonico  Steak

It’s Time to Get Your Grill ON!

Pork Pies 
& 39 More 
Varieties

You can enjoy a bountiful plate of fried 
clams after a day at the beach. 
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We're online. Visit www.MethuenLife.com

Methuen FaithBy 
Michelle Houle

St. Andrew’s waves goodbye to Father Joe
Moving on to a new venture after serv-

ing as a church pastor would usually bring 
a grand celebration. During a worldwide 
pandemic, though, things work a little dif-
ferently.

The Rev. Joe Wilkes celebrated his final 
service at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
on June 7. After 13 years with the parish, 
serving as transitional deacon, priest in 
charge and rector since 2007, Rev. Joe is 
retiring from his position. The hardest part 
for his parish flock, next to losing their 
beloved leader, was not being able to gather 
in a large group and say goodbye. But, even 
in the midst of a pandemic, they were not 
to be deterred. 

Following his last service, streamed on 
Facebook as all have been for the past cou-
ple of months, a surprise socially distanced 
mini-celebration took place in the church 
parking lot. Some people were streaming 
the service on their phones while taking the 
time to decorate their cars for the planned 
Goodbye Car Parade. 

When Father Joe stepped out of the 
side door on Messer Avenue following the 
service, he expected to be greeted by the 
socially distanced parish staff and directors, 
but was also greeted by a parade of honk-
ing, decorated cars. People stopped to wave 
and call their thanks for his years of service, 
some handing out cards, flowers and small 
thank-you gifts. For many, it was an emo-
tional farewell that could not end in long 
hugs and promises to write, but instead they 
made do with photos taped to car windows, 
streamers, balloons and smiles hidden by 
face masks. 

The overwhelming love felt through the 
parking lot made the day a joyous event, 
despite the unusual circumstances. Plans are 
in the works that as soon as “life” reopens 
again, Father Joe will return to St. Andrew’s 
for an official final service with the area 
bishop and a true farewell service and 
reception. Until then, the smiles on Father 
Joe’s face as cars circled by for a third or 
fourth wave and honk truly showed the love 
and honor he felt. In his final letter to his 
flock, he calls his time at St. Andrew’s one 
of the most amazing experience in his life, 
next to his marriage and children. 

He sums up his time at the parish and 
his surprise Goodbye Car Parade very suc-
cinctly: “Love one another. Take care of one 
another. Focus. Ask God’s help to discern 
and pursue priorities that excite you, that 
share God’s love and mercy, and that bring 
you joy. And know that God loves you, 
always. So do I.”

The Rev. Bill Bradbury (“Please call 
me Bill”) is serving as the parish’s “bridge 

priest” until a permanent pastor is named. 
He has 40-plus years of parish ministry 
experience and he introduced himself to 
parishioners in an e-mail. An Atlanta native, 
he was ordained a deacon in 1979 and was 
involved in parishes from Georgia and 
North Carolina to Massachusetts. He is a 
father of two children, stepfather to two and 
grandfather of four. His wife Stephanie is 
also a priest, currently starting as the inter-
im rector at Trinity, Melrose. With hobbies 
listed as tennis, reading, fishing and walk-
ing his dog, he calls studying and teaching 
on the spiritual life his passion. While his 
initial time will be 10 hours spread over Fri-
days and Sundays, his time at St. Andrew’s 
is just off to a start and there’s much more 
to come. 

Churches reopen
With Gov. Charlie Baker’s May 18 

reopening of houses of worship, each par-
ish seems to be following a different path. 
It’s a good idea to reach out to your parish 
of choice and find out what their plans are. 

Here’s how some parishes in Methuen 
are now operating: 

*During the forced absence of services, 
many churches opened their arms in other 
ways. One example is a phone tree orga-
nized by Forest Street Church. Deacons 
of the parish divided the list of members’ 
phone numbers and reached out on a regular 
basis, to see if there were any needs they 
could assist with, or just lend a friendly ear. 
With their weekly services being offered 
online, this gave a more personal touch.

Deacon Martha Kaselis said that the 
phone tree was enjoyed by everyone who 
participated: “It appears to have inspired 
members to reach out informally even more 
as we have had requests to share phone 
numbers. These tools are ways to live out 
our calls to minister and serve one another 
and supplement our new virtual church 
services and outreach led by Pastor Carrie 
Burnap.”

*Christian Fellowship Church of the 
Merrimack Valley has chosen not to reopen 
their doors at the corner of Railroad and 
Grove streets just yet. They have been 
conducting their Sunday worship services 
with a weekly interactive conference call 
where participants to join via computer, 
smart phone or land line. Giving everyone 
a chance to gather “together” remotely has 
been so well received that - post-pandemic - 
this conference call line will continue to be 
a part of worship at the Tenney Memorial 
Chapel, offering a chance to attend to those 
who are physically unable. 

*First Church Congregational offers 

The Rev. Joe Wilkes waves to a driver during last month’s surprise goodbye parade. Wilkes 
has retired after 13 years with St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, where he was the pastor. 
             MethuenLife photos by Michelle Houle

their services online, as well as weekly 
Zoom fellowships and continuing their tra-
ditional Morning Coffees with Pastor Bill 
Ingraham. 

*Marsh Corner Community Church has 
been offering a live service since March, 
recognizing, as Pastor George Stephens 
says, that “God does not take a hiatus from 
us and we should make every effort to unite 
in worship.” They have increased their ser-
vices each week: “One week we had mem-
bers of our worship team remotely record 
their parts of a praise hymn then mixed it 
for the Sunday service. Our tech did such a 
good job in the mix that we were kicked off 

a site for copyright infringement. That was 
eye opening,” Pastor George said.

He told MethuenLife, “… We envision 
a day when all of these (programs) return 
and we restore the sense of family and com-
munity that are such an integral part of our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. The truth is 
that viruses come and go, but God and His 
word are forever.”

Feel free to e-mail wctvmichelle@hot-
mail.com if your church has any upcoming 
events or news that you’d like to include in 
Methuen Faith. 

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S
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Dining in the Valley
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Going digital this summer at the library…

Check It Out!

By Krista I. McLeod
Nevins Library Director

Visit us online at: www.salemcoop.com
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 3 South Broadway
Salem, NH
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(978) 682-1010

284 Merrimack Street
Methuen, MA
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salemcoop.com. Then simply drop off, scan or email us your application. We will 

email you with a temporary password to get you started. Deposit account required.
**Once you have successfully signed into Online Banking, go to your app store to 

download our Mobile Banking app for added convenience. Mobile carrier message 
and data rates may apply.

You’ll be banking 

from the comfort  

of your home  

or on-the-go  

in no time.
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We are going digital this year for our 
Summer Reading Programs for children, 
teens and adults at the Nevins Library. 
With COVID-19 still a threat, the library is 
supporting community efforts to stay safe, 
but also fulfilling its mission to provide 
educational, entertaining and literacy-cen-
tered activities for Methuen residents of 
all ages. We are planning to continue our 
curbside service offerings throughout July. 
Patrons may order books, DVDs, CDs and 
magazines online or by phone, and schedule 
appointments for pickup. We also can help 
you by providing remote printing, with 
curbside pickup of finished documents, and 
by-appointment notary public services. If 
you normally like to browse our shelves to 
find new books and authors, and perhaps 
don’t know what to read, call us and our 
staff will be happy to help you find some-
thing new or different.   

Later in July we anticipate the return of 
interlibrary loan, which will expand the 
options for our patrons to order books from 

other libraries that we do not have on our 
shelves. This will be a major undertaking 
to clear out backlogs and to begin to fulfill 
your requests. We appreciate your patience 
as we find new ways to provide services 
to you.  

In addition to moving books and other 
materials in and out of the library, we have 
been planning some fun online activities 
and programs for children, teens and adults. 
Elsewhere in this edition of MethuenLife 
you will see our full activity list for July 
2020, but here is a taste of the programs we 
are providing:

For Children: 
• Storytimes for babies come out on 

Facebook and YouTube every Monday.
• Each week will feature a magician, 

musician, puppet show, storyteller or artist 
on ZOOM!  You will need to be registered 
to join in!

• Preschool and family storytimes (some 
live, some  recorded) are available with 
new programs each week.

• Each weekday we will issue new audio 
segments of Summer Reading books in 
approximately 20-minute segments to help 
kids meet their summer reading require-

ments.
• We will have Storywalks in the park, 

which will change every two weeks.  Come 
for a walk in the Library Park, read a story 
and take your photo with our life-size cutout 
to send in to enter our Facebook Contest!

• There will be a kids art show in the 
windows of the Children’s Room area all 
summer.  Submit art and come to the library 
windows to see the show!

• Look for us out and about in the city! 
Our Summer Mascot, Sir Nevins the Bear 
will be appearing in various businesses and 
public places around town, and our librari-
ans will be hosting Pop-Up Libraries around 
the community all summer as well. 

For Teens:
• Join our Virtual Writing Workshop or 

enter our Short Story Contest!
• Attend a Virtual Craft Program and 

create a Dragon Egg Terrarium, redesign 
covers for favorite books or learn knot-tying 
skills.

• Meet other teens online to talk about 
Arthurian Legends, or participate in a myth-
ological escape room.

• Pick up your Summer Reading Books 
and find some favorite new authors.

For Adults: 
Join our annual Summer Reading Raffle: 

Virtual Edition. The main components of 
this program remain the same as last year: 
Read a book each week of the program and 
get a chance to win a gift card! The program 
will start July 6 and run for 6 weeks – so 
there are 6 chances to win! All you need 
to do is visit the Adult Summer Reading 
page of our website (nevinslibrary.org) each 
week and click through to the form.  It is 
very simple to do! Don't have a computer? 
Feel free to call us at (978) 686-4080 and 
press 2 and we will enter your name to win!  

July author visits  
Register now to par-

ticipate in our first Virtu-
al Author Event featuring 
Nevins favorite Nancy 
Thayer on Wednesday, July 
8 at 6:30pm! This presenta-
tion will be over Zoom, and 
will require advance regis-
tration through our calen-
dar of events. Nancy will 
be talking with us about 
her latest book, “Girls of 
Summer.” In the book, one 
life-changing summer on 
Nantucket brings about 
exhilarating revelations 
for a single mother and her 
two grown children in this 
sensational novel. 

We are also co-present-
ing an online event with J. 
Courtney Sullivan on July 

14. Details are forthcoming - keep an eye 
on our website for details! You will need to 
register online ahead of time for this event 
as well. Courtney's new book is “Friends 
and Strangers,” an insightful, hilarious and 
compulsively readable novel about a com-
plicated friendship between two women 
who are at two very different stages in 
life. Courtney has previously visited Nevins 
Library to talk about her books “Maine” 
and “Engagements.”  

Fun Friday
Facebook Quizzes 

Check out our Nevins Library Facebook 
page every Friday this summer at noon for 
Fun Friday with Nevins Library! Every 
week there will be an entertaining little quiz 
that could be about almost anything. The 
topics change every week, and are just for 
fun. Top scorers and participants get shout-
outs on our Facebook page every Monday!  

Walter E. “Red”
Winn Scholars

The Trustees of the Nevins Library 
are pleased to announce the members of 
the Class of 2020 who were recipients 
of the Winn Scholarship: Charles D'Avo-
lio of Methuen High School and Andrew 
Caron-DiPietro  and Eva Fabino, both 
of Presentation of Mary Academy. 

For an extensive list of Nevins Memorial 
Library happenings, check out www.nev-
inslibrary.org.

From the
Children’s Dept.

School’s out, and we’re doing our best to 
bring families a fun array of “virtual” sum-
mer programs, mostly via Zoom and Face-
book –m usicians, magicians, puppeteers, 
scientists, storytimes, animals, crafts and 
more. We’re also offering several ways to 

help kids meet their Sum-
mer Reading needs: place 
holds and get books via 
curbside pick-up; view or 
listen to books that staff 
have recorded, which will 
be on our website; read 
e-books from our online 
resources Overdrive and 
Libby; or visit our Little Free 
Libraries and the pop-up 
"libraries" we'll be hosting 
around town. And, like last 
summer, kids can track their 
reading with the Beanstack 
app and earn virtual badges. 
Visit our website for further 

details and to keep an eye on 
what's coming up at www.
nevinslibrary.org.

The library’s first Virtual 
Author Event on July 8 
features Nevins favorite 
Nancy Thayer discussing her 
new book, “Girls of Summer,” 
via Zoom. See LIBRARY, Page 29 
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Library, continued from 28

Methuen
Cares Center

In response to this health crisis, 
Mayor Neil Perry is taking action 

to secure the well-being of Methuen 
residents. One initiative is the Methuen 

Cares Center, open from 10am-6pm Mon-
day through Friday at The Loop in the 
former Avenue location, centralizing the 
collection of donations from anyone who 
can help others.

Welcome donations include paper goods, 
shelf-stable foods and drinks, school sup-
plies, masks/gloves (PPE), hand sanitizer, 
household bleach, cleaning solutions with 
at least 70% alcohol, and common antiviral 
household disinfectants. Donations of PPE, 
sanitizer and cleaning supplies are offered 
to the city’s first responders including 
police, fire/EMT, DPW and local medical 
personnel as needed. All other items will go 
to Methuen residents in need.

Beware of scams
Since older Americans are particularly 

vulnerable to COVID-19, Medicare bene-
ficiaries should take precautions to avoid 
falling victim to healthcare fraud during 
this pandemic. Medicare officials warn that 
scammers may try to use this pandemic 
to steal beneficiaries’ Medicare number, 
banking information or other personal data. 
Make sure you only give your Medicare 
number to your doctor, pharmacist, hospi-
tal, health insurer or other trusted healthcare 
provider. Medicare representatives never 
call beneficiaries to ask for or to “verify” 
Medicare number, call to sell you anything 
or promise you things if you give them a 
Medicare number. If you suspect Medicare 
fraud, report it at 1-800-633-4227.

Sue’s Chat Room
Sue’s Chat Room, hosted by the center’s 

Activity Coordinator Sue Foster, will be 
up and running soon. If you have a laptop, 
computer or Smartphone, you can tap into 
this program by downloading ZOOM!

This program will keep you in touch 
with the Methuen Senior Activity Center, 
staff and friends. When it is up and running, 
we will have the information step-by-step 
on the City of Methuen website.

The Senior Center is located at 77 Low-
ell St. Hours are Monday through Thurs-
day, 8 am to 4 pm and Friday, 8 am to 
12:30 pm. Staff includes Executive Director 
Corinne LaCharite, Linda, Lynne and Sue. 
To view our entire newsletter, go to www.
cityofmethuen.net and click Senior Center. 
For more information on activities, trips or 
functions, call (978) 983-8825.

This past summer, I ran into Methuen 
Ranger boys cross-country coach Bill James 
and talked to him about high expectations 
for his team in the upcoming season.

Clearly, they were up to the task. The 
Rangers ended their dual meet season with 
an impressive victory over undefeated Low-
ell to clinch their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship. 

Senior Jared Reddy shattered the course 
record and Tyler Sullivan, also a senior, 
broke his wrist just before competition, but 
ran his best race of the year. The team also 
won their second straight MVC meet and 
finished second at the Division 1 Eastern 
MA state meet.

This year, Methuen set a school record 
with 25 consecutive dual meet wins. In 
addition, Methuen took second place in 
the prestigious Manhattan Invitational with 
Reddy winning his race.

The milestones and accolades do not 
stop there. Methuen has won 33 of 34 meets 
dating back to 2006. Their last loss was 
in September 2007. They have had five 
undefeated seasons in the last eight years, 
winning five MVC regular season titles and 
seven MVC Meet titles. 

This year's team has been led by senior 
captains Reddy, Sullivan, Ben Pare, Andrew 
Stamatopulos and Corey Hamel with key 
contributions from Adam Hanley, Mark 
Collier, Jose Ortiz, Joe Ripley, Greg Tes-
sitore, Mike Miranda, Cameron Kelley and 
Ryan Kowal. 

Reddy was named Division 1 Runner of 
the Year while Sullivan, Pare, Stamatopulos 
and Kelley were named MVC All-Confer-
ence. Hamel was chosen an MVC Division 
1 All-Star.

Says James, "Traditionally, our program 
has quietly been one of the top teams in the 
state, and has had an incredible run through 
the MVC since 2002. One thing that we 
have been proud of is the turnover of dif-
ferent and talented runners that has kept our 
program strong in recent years."

James believes that committed students 
make driven athletes: "We've been fortunate 
to get some of the top students and people 
to run for us. We tend to have dedicated and 
motivated student-athletes that want to do 

well in everything that they do. This year's 
group has been together since freshman year 
and love to run." 

"The best moment for me this year was 
the MVC Meet where we displayed true 
talent and determination," explains Reddy. 
"We showed that we were strong enough 
to overcome obstacles. It showed that all 
of the hard work we had invested over the 
years was paying off, and it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Sullivan agrees, "It was one of my best 
races and was a great victory for the team."

Adds Stamatopulos, "Our team was los-
ing at the 2-mile mark, and we all stepped 
up in the last mile to win the meet."

The Rangers are as much about fun times 
as they are about fast times. Says Hamel, 
"We all get along, and enjoy attending 
practices and meets. When the coaches 
first told us that we had a chance to win the 
state championship, we all vowed to stick 
together. This team has been through good 
times and bad times. This keeps us together 
always striving to get better."

James credits assistant coaches Scott 
Ouellet and Kevin 
Alliette.

"They play a huge 
role in the tradition and 
success of our team. 
Coach Ouellet is the 
boys distance coach, so 
he works with our run-
ners all three seasons. 
Coach Alliette coaches 
girls distance, and is 
always around our run-
ners. They both love 

running and put a lot of time and effort into 
helping our motivated runners improve."

The work of these mentors is not lost on 
the runners.

"Great coaching, consistency and com-
mitment helps make us one of the best 
teams in the state," says Pare. "The coaching 
staff does not play favorites, and gives all 
the runners on the team the same amount of 
attention."

The Rangers have posted 12-straight wins 
versus rival Central Catholic and have seven 
wins in eight tries against MVC power 
Lowell. Overall, the squad is 71-6 since 
2002. James has led the squad to six top-
three finishes in Eastern MA Division 1and 
six top-10 finishes in all-state competition.

Beyond the stats, James and his staff 
have given these young men lessons that 
will last a lifetime.

Says Reddy, "This is a group of guys 
who have come together over the past few 
years, and developed lifelong friendships 
held together and driven by shared goals. 
We have shared the toughest losses and the 
biggest wins, enduring the pain together 
through it all."

PMA Power
Just a short jog from Bill James' Ranger 

squad, another Methuen cross-country team 
reached a school milestone. The Presenta-
tion of Mary Academy team coached by 
Brian Martin captured the school's first 
Commonwealth Athletic Conference (CAC) 
title in 12 years. 
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SPORTS BLITZ
By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

Our cross-town & cross-country champs

The Methuen Ranger boys cross-country team clinched their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship and finished second at the Division 1 Eastern MA state meet. 
Shown are the team’s top runners (from left) Andrew Stamatopulos, Ben Pare, Cam Kel-
ley, Tyler Sullivan, Corey Hamel and Jared Reddy.

This year, Methuen set a 
school record with 25 con-
secutive dual meet wins. 
Methuen has won 33 of 34 
meets dating back to 2006. 
They have had five unde-
feated seasons in the last 
eight years, winning five 
MVC regular season titles 
and seven MVC Meet titles.

The Rangers haven’t lost a meet since September 2007.

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287

www.methuenkarate.com

Tiny Tots Ages 3 + 4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruction and
convenient class times for the entire family.

Space is limited, call today!

We’re on a mission to teach children 
respect, concentration and self-con-
trol; to build their confidence and 
self-esteem.  Our school provides 
a safe and fun environment where 
education, anger management, fit-
ness and developing a positive men-
tal outlook are the priorities.  Give a 
child a gift that will make a difference 
this holiday season. Give the gift 
of martial arts instruction.  Holiday 
Gift Certificates and special Holiday 
Classes that fit into a busy parent’s 
schedule are now available.  Call 
today for information on our introduc-
tory Program.  Ask about our special 
Holiday Gift Packages.

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Srtists Please see SPORTS, Page 25

“Christmastime”
A time to share fond memories with loved 

ones.
A time to look back and reflect on Christ-

mases gone by. 
Cherishing the special times with family.
Perhaps, reaching out to call someone 

whom you have not heard from in a long 
time. 

Looking into the eyes of a child and see-
ing the wonderment of what the holiday 

brings. 
Christmastime, a time to reflect upon the 

past and a time to embrace the future.

Merry Christmas to all from all of us 
here at the Senior Activity Center.

Energy workshop
Are you prepared for the winter sea-

son? Have you winterized your home suf-
ficiently enough to experience some cost 
savings this year?

Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

Trivia question: Did you know that 
newly installed energy-efficient windows 
and other products are eligible for govern-
ment tax credits?

Paul Soucy from Environmental Solar 
Systems in Methuen has been a leader in 
the energy field for 30 years specializing 
in solar heat. Come and learn ways to 
save.
 
Quit smoking!

Holy Family Hospital will sponsor an 
eight-week smoking cessation program at 
the center, 77 Lowell St., from Jan. 7 to 
Feb. 25. Participants will meet Thursdays, 
9:30 to 11:30 am. 

• Jan. 7: General welcome and over-
view of next seven weeks.

• Jan. 14: Movie on a person with 
emphysema.

• Jan. 21: Discussion on the effects of 
carbon monoxide.

• Jan. 28: Quit Day.
• Monday, Feb. 1: Extra Support Day 
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Making energy, money & 
your health top priorities

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Se habla Espanol
978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

Anything you say can and will be used against 
you in a court of law.

If you have been arrested, speak to us first.

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.

Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Methuen

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

meeting after quitting.
• Feb. 4: Stress management.
• Feb. 18: Importance of diet and 

exercise.
• Feb. 25: Graduation Day! 
The $30-per-person participation fee 

will be returned upon completion of the 
program. At that time, participants will 
have the opportunity to receive money 
back or donate it to Holy Family Hospital. 
To register, contact Dr. Finders at 1-800-
488-5959.

Stay safe
What is TRIAD? A collaboration 

between the Methuen Senior Cen-
ter, police, fire, Office of the 
Mayor, Essex County sher-
iff and District Attorney's 
Office.

Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month at the Senior Cen-
ter, 77 Lowell St. 

TRIAD is a commu-
nity-safety initiative that 
focuses on empowering, 
educating and improving 
the safety, security and peace 
of mind to the senior population.

Upcoming projects that the Methuen 
TRIAD will be hosting:

• Photo ID Day: Giving seniors a sec-
ondary form of identification.

• Yellow Dot program: Emergency 
responders are alerted to medical informa-
tion inside your car’s glove box.

• File of Life: Magnet-type folder that 
goes on the refrigerator to alert medical 
responders to important medical informa-
tion.

Watch for further dates and details.
Reminder from TRIAD: Don’t forget 

about the "Is Your Number Up?" program. 
This is a house-numbering initiative that 
assists police, fire and EMTs in their effort 
to respond quickly to 911 emergency 
calls.

If you need numbers for your home, 
please stop by the Senior Center where we 
have them available for you.

Consider volunteering today for this 
wonderful program. Help us, help the 
community.

December events
• Day trip: Day 1, to Mohegan Sun and 
Cornerstone Theatre to see “Mistletoed.” 
Reservations required.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing: 
Dec. 5, 7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music 
of New Life.
• Timberlane Band Free Holiday Con-

cert: Dec. 6, 2 pm. Public invited. Come 
and enjoy the sounds of the holiday. 
• Ice Cream Social: Dec. 7, 1 to 3 
pm, sponsored by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell. Music provided by Dick Arse-
nault
• Fuel assistance: Dec. 9, 9 am to noon, 
Linda Soucy of Methuen Arlington Neigh-
borhood will be on hand to help fill out 
applications and give valuable informa-
tion.
• Annual Christmas Open House: Dec. 
10, 9 am. Happy Hearts Choral Group will 
perform Christmas music at 1 pm. Non-
perishable items to be donated to Lazarus 

House. Jewelry sale.
• Foot-care clinic: Dec. 

15, by appointment.
Consultations on elder 
law: Dec. 16, attor-
ney Karol Bisbee 
will hold 15-minute 
consultations free 
of charge. Appoint-
ment is necessary. 
• Tea party: Dec. 
16, 1:30 to 3 pm, 
hosted by and at the 

Methuen Health Reha-
bilitation Center. 480 Jackson 

St. Methuen. For reservations and more 
information, contact, Linda T. at (978) 
686-3906.
• Birthdays of the month: Dec. 17, cel-
ebrated at our daily luncheon at 11:30 am. 
Sign up and be our guest!
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing: 
Dec. 19, 7:30 to 11 pm featuring the music 
of the Mel-Tones.
Tuesday, December 22- 
• Fourth Tuesday: Dec. 22, 10:30 to 
11:30, sponsored by Merrimack Valley 
Hospice. Representatives will talk to any-
one who has suffered a loss and needs a 
shoulder to lean on. 
• Children from St. Monica's will per-
form Dec. 22, 2:15 pm at the senior center. 
Come and enjoy a fun time with us!
• Closed: Dec. 24 to Dec. 28 in obser-
vance of the Christmas holiday.
• New Year’s Eve celebration: Dec. 31. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, followed by 
complete dinner with wine at 7. Danc-
ing 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Music by Fred 
Manzi Trio. Cost per person, $50. Public 
is invited.
 
Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 
Lowell Street. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Staff includes 
Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more informa-
tion on activities, trips or functions, call 
(978) 983-8825.

Uniting to keep seniors safe, fed & engaged

Greetings from the staff at the Methuen 
Senior Activity Center!

While much of the country has been 
closed, we have been working to ensure 
that our seniors in the community are safe. 
We have had volunteers helping those who 
have no one to help them do their groceries. 
We have volunteers calling those who feel 
isolated from family, friends and neighbors. 
Meals on Wheels volunteers have been on 
the road non-stop, ensuring food deliver-
ies to our city elders. The Methuen Cares 
program has answered the calls to many of 
our citizens to ensure no one goes without. 
Methuen Public Schools have fed city chil-
dren so they receive their nutrition that is so 
vital to their growth. 

Working hand-in-hand is what it is all 
about because no one could do this on their 
own without the help of all of us pulling 
together. I don’t know about you, but I think 
Methuen is one great place to live and call 
my home!

Meet our new teen
services librarian

Alison Asmus Cochrane joined the Nev-
ins Library staff this spring to become our 
new teen services librarian. She is origi-
nally from Connecticut, but loves living in 
Massachusetts. Before becoming a librari-
an, she was a teacher in the capital region 

of New York. She has taught first grade, 
second grade, fifth grade and preschool, 
and also substitute taught in every grade. As 
a teacher, her favorite subject to teach was 
reading. In her free time, she loves reading 
(no surprise there!), watching movies on 
Netflix, doing yoga, and spending time 
with friends and family. She plans on host-

ing some fun virtual programs this summer, 
including virtual movie days and virtual 
summer reading programs. She is looking 
forward to working with the teen patrons of 
Nevins Memorial Library, especially during 
this challenging time for them.  Welcome, 
Alison!
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How do we define a life well-lived? It’s 
not always about how long we are on this 
planet, but more about how we use the pre-
cious time that we have. 

Longtime Methuen resident Esther Ryan 
Gale was one of the lucky ones. Not only 
did she figure out how best to approach life, 
but she also had over a century to share her 
philosophy and artistry with those around 
her. 

Esther’s daughter Patricia Ryan cannot 
remember a time when her mother was not 
creating something. 

“Growing up, there was always a project 
going on at home,” she shares. 

From simple crafts to sophisticated art 
techniques, Esther spent a lifetime master-
ing a wide variety of skills. 

As a child, Esther often assisted her 
father, an artist, as he prepared his canvases 
for oil painting. Later, as she worked in the 
mills as a seamstress, she honed her sewing 
skills. As a young mother, she took classes 
in cake decorating and pottery, and even a 
class in carpentry so that she could build 
new cabinets for the kitchen. Happiest 
when she was learning a new craft or creat-

ing something, Esther made many attempts 
to share her passion for the arts with her 
daughter, but to no avail. 

Ryan laughs, “I just wasn’t interested, 
and didn’t have the talent that she had. But 
she would always make me feel OK about 
it by telling me, ‘I got the hands. You got 
the brains.’ ” 

Esther tackled every new project with 
a fearless yet calm attitude. Mostly self-
taught, there was nothing that daunted 
her. When she grew tired of crocheting 
and knitting, she bought herself a loom 
and learned the intricate art of weaving. 
Later in life when she moved to Florida, 
she had a greenhouse built and raised deli-
cate orchids. Always inspired by Asian art, 
Esther also took up the ancient Chinese art 
of copper tooling, which she perfected in 
no time. 

During a visit to Lake Tahoe where her 
adult daughter and husband lived, Esther 
was intrigued by a museum exhibit of tra-
ditional Native American basketry featur-
ing the age-old methods of weaving using 

Speaking of Art

Calm & creative … for her 107 years
By Patricia Bruno

See ART, Page 36

Well after age 100, longtime Methuen artist Esther Ryan 
Gale (inset photo) still enjoyed creating. Her simple paint-
by-number pieces were stunning works of art.
       MethuenLife photo by Patricia J. Bruno

978-687-2306
fax 978-687-3294

BORRELLI’S ITALIAN DELI
322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA (Rte.110)

Don Smeriglio, Owner
Store Hours: Mon.

 
9-4; Tues.-Fri. 8-6;

 
Sat. 8-4; Sun. 8-2

We accept all major credit cards & debit cards

Valley’s Finest Home Cooked Food www.borrellisdeli.com

Catering 
Available

Borrelli’s Deli has it ALL!!

Platters
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687 Prospect St., Methuen
(next door to Vinny’s Liquors)

at Howe St. Loop entrance

pdubzmethuen@yahoo.com • facebook.com/pdubzpizzaandwings • IG: pdubzpizzaandwings

 

Catering Menu 

Appetizers 40 pieces  
Chicken Fingers $40 
w/sweet & sour 
Mozzarella Sticks $30 
w/marinara 
Jalapeno Poppers $30 
w/chipotle mayo 
Potato Skins $40 
w/sour cream 
 

Boneless Wings $50 
Chicken fingers dipped in any our wing 
sauces, splits available. Includes ranch or 
blue cheese. 

Garlic Knots $25 
w/marinara 
Cinnamon Knots $25 
w/vanilla icing 

Salad 
 (includes our house dressing,) 

1/2 Tray 10-12 ppl 
Garden $20 
Greek $25 

add pita $3.50 

Full Tray 20-25 ppl 
Garden $40 
Greek $50 

add pita $7.00 

Large Calzones $25 6–8 ppl 
Choose from our list of suggested calzones or build your own. 

Wings 

Choose from any of our wing sauce flavors, splits available.  
Includes ranch or blue cheese dressing.  

50pc $41.25       75pc $61.50      100pc $76.00 

Please give 24 hour advance notice. 
During non business hours you may reach us at: 
pdubzmethuen@yahoo.com 
facebook.com/pdubzpizzaandwings 
IG:pdubzpizzaandwings 

978-208-0911 
Go to pdubZ.com 

to view our menu & order online 

Sun-Tue 4-9   Wed-Sat 4-10 

WE DELIVER 
 2.50 Delivery Charge 

 Located at 687 Prospect St Methuen Ma 
(next door to Vinny’s Liquors at Howe St Loop entrance) 

 

     pdubZLLC 

 

           Pizza and Wings  
 

ANNOUNCING THE GRAND OPENING OF

Catering Menu 

Appetizers 40 pieces 
Chicken Fingers $40 
w/sweet & sour 
Mozzarella Sticks $30 
w/marinara 
Jalapeno Poppers $30 
w/chipotle mayo 
Potato Skins $40 
w/sour cream 

Boneless Wings $50 
Chicken fingers dipped in any our wing 
sauces, splits available. Includes ranch or 
blue cheese. 

Garlic Knots $25 
w/marinara 
Cinnamon Knots $25 
w/vanilla icing 

Salad 
 (includes our house dressing,) 

1/2 Tray 10-12 ppl 
Garden $20 
Greek $25 

add pita $3.50 

Full Tray 20-25 ppl 
Garden $40 
Greek $50 

add pita $7.00 

Large Calzones $25 6–8 ppl 
Choose from our list of suggested calzones or build your own. 

Wings 

Choose from any of our wing sauce flavors, splits available. 
Includes ranch or blue cheese dressing.  

50pc $41.25       75pc $61.50      100pc $76.00 

Please give 24 hour advance notice. 
During non business hours you may reach us at: 
pdubzmethuen@yahoo.com 
facebook.com/pdubzpizzaandwings 
IG:pdubzpizzaandwings 

978-208-0911
Go to pdubZ.com

to view our menu & order online 

Sun-Tue 4-9   Wed-Sat 4-10 

WE DELIVER 
2.50 Delivery Charge 

 Located at 687 Prospect St Methuen Ma 
(next door to Vinny’s Liquors at Howe St Loop entrance) 
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 Pizza and Wings
Order Online @ 

pdubz.com

TAKE-OUT & DELIVERY ONLY

   Featuring Coca Cola Products  20oz  2.00   2 Liter  3.00 

Larg Pizza 
             Toppings    Small 1.70 each     Large 2.30 each 

           

  Small  8.25 (available in Gluten Free)      Large  13.00 

Salad 
Garden  9.00 
Feta and Kalamata Olive 10.00 
Tuna Salad 10.75 
Grilled Chicken 10.75 (add Feta 1.60) 
Grilled Buffalo Chicken 11.00 
Chicken Finger 10.75 
Buffalo Chicken Finger 11.00 
All Salads Include - 1/2 Loaf of Home Made 
Pita Bread, Dressing and Croutons 

Extra Bread 1.70  Extra Dressing .80 
Dressings House~Ranch~Italian~Greek 
Lite Italian~Blue Cheese~Honey Mustard 
Balsamic Vinaigrette~Caesar ~Thousand  
Island 

       Wings 

Mozzarella Sticks 8.35 (7)  
Jalapeño Poppers 9.15 (7)  
Potato Skins 9.15 (6)  
Onion Rings 6.45  
Cinnamon Knots 6.95 
Garlic Knots 6.95 
Cheesy Bread 7.50 
French Fries 4.55 
Cheese Bacon Fries 6.45 
Cajun Fries 5.35 
Poutine 8.00 
Kids Finger and Fry 8.00 
Chicken Fingers 9.25 (7)  
Boneless Wings 10.25 (7)  
(Chicken fingers dipped in any of our wing sauces. 
Includes blue cheese or ranch dressing.) 

Appetizers 

Flavors - Bourbon~Buffalo~Hot Buffalo~Cajun~Hot Cajun~Garlic Parmesan 
Sweet Chili~Chipotle~BBQ~Spicy BBQ~Honey BBQ~Buffaque 
Mango Habanero~Gold Rush~Hawaiian Teriyaki 
Side of wing sauce .80 each 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Pepperoni, Hot Ban Pepper, Jalapeno Pepper 
Sausage, Meatball, Tomato, Garlic, Pineapple, Ham, Bacon 
Spinach, Roasted Red Pepper, Broccoli, Anchovy, Black Olive  
Feta, Grilled Chicken, Breaded Chicken, Eggplant 
Extra Cheese or Double Dough  Sm. 1.90   Lg. 3.15 

         6  Piece 8.00 *1             30 Piece 29.00 *3 
        12 Piece 13.00 *2            50 Piece 42.00 *5 
        18 Piece 18.25 *2 

*Amount of dressing included with each order. Choice of Blue Cheese or Ranch. Extra dressing .80 each 

By the Slice  Cheese 2.20 each   Pepperoni 2.50 each 

     Specialty Pizza                                                 Small 13.90 (available in Gluten Free) Large   19.00 

 Calzones    One size  14.85 

   Vegetarian      
Ham & Cheese    Meatball     Sausage 

   Buffalo Chicken           Three Cheese 
Ham & Pineapple    Chicken Cutlet     Spinach & Feta 
Steak & Cheese     Eggplant 

Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Sauce and Mozzarella included. Add ricotta for 1.35 
All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 

 

   Featuring Coca Cola Products  20oz  2.00   2 Liter  3.00 

Larg Pizza 
             Toppings    Small 1.70 each     Large 2.30 each 

           

  Small  8.25 (available in Gluten Free)      Large  13.00 

Salad 
Garden  9.00 
Feta and Kalamata Olive 10.00 
Tuna Salad 10.75 
Grilled Chicken 10.75 (add Feta 1.60) 
Grilled Buffalo Chicken 11.00 
Chicken Finger 10.75 
Buffalo Chicken Finger 11.00 
All Salads Include - 1/2 Loaf of Home Made 
Pita Bread, Dressing and Croutons 

Extra Bread 1.70  Extra Dressing .80 
Dressings House~Ranch~Italian~Greek 
Lite Italian~Blue Cheese~Honey Mustard 
Balsamic Vinaigrette~Caesar ~Thousand  
Island 

       Wings 

Mozzarella Sticks 8.35 (7)  
Jalapeño Poppers 9.15 (7)  
Potato Skins 9.15 (6)  
Onion Rings 6.45  
Cinnamon Knots 6.95 
Garlic Knots 6.95 
Cheesy Bread 7.50 
French Fries 4.55 
Cheese Bacon Fries 6.45 
Cajun Fries 5.35 
Poutine 8.00 
Kids Finger and Fry 8.00 
Chicken Fingers 9.25 (7)  
Boneless Wings 10.25 (7)  
(Chicken fingers dipped in any of our wing sauces. 
Includes blue cheese or ranch dressing.) 

Appetizers 

Flavors - Bourbon~Buffalo~Hot Buffalo~Cajun~Hot Cajun~Garlic Parmesan 
Sweet Chili~Chipotle~BBQ~Spicy BBQ~Honey BBQ~Buffaque 
Mango Habanero~Gold Rush~Hawaiian Teriyaki 
Side of wing sauce .80 each 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Pepperoni, Hot Ban Pepper, Jalapeno Pepper 
Sausage, Meatball, Tomato, Garlic, Pineapple, Ham, Bacon 
Spinach, Roasted Red Pepper, Broccoli, Anchovy, Black Olive  
Feta, Grilled Chicken, Breaded Chicken, Eggplant 
Extra Cheese or Double Dough  Sm. 1.90   Lg. 3.15 

         6  Piece 8.00 *1             30 Piece 29.00 *3 
        12 Piece 13.00 *2            50 Piece 42.00 *5 
        18 Piece 18.25 *2 

*Amount of dressing included with each order. Choice of Blue Cheese or Ranch. Extra dressing .80 each 

By the Slice  Cheese 2.20 each   Pepperoni 2.50 each 

     Specialty Pizza                                                 Small 13.90 (available in Gluten Free) Large   19.00 

 Calzones    One size  14.85 

   Vegetarian      
Ham & Cheese    Meatball     Sausage 

   Buffalo Chicken           Three Cheese 
Ham & Pineapple    Chicken Cutlet     Spinach & Feta 
Steak & Cheese     Eggplant 

Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Sauce and Mozzarella included. Add ricotta for 1.35 
All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 
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Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Sauce and Mozzarella included. Add ricotta for 1.35 
All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 

 

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY:
EXPERIENCED PIZZA MAKER • DELIVERY DRIVER

COOK • PART-TIME PREP COOK
WE ARE 

VERY BUSY!

   Featuring Coca Cola Products  20oz  2.00   2 Liter  3.00 
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Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 
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All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 
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Flavors - Bourbon~Buffalo~Hot Buffalo~Cajun~Hot Cajun~Garlic Parmesan 
Sweet Chili~Chipotle~BBQ~Spicy BBQ~Honey BBQ~Buffaque 
Mango Habanero~Gold Rush~Hawaiian Teriyaki 
Side of wing sauce .80 each 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Pepperoni, Hot Ban Pepper, Jalapeno Pepper 
Sausage, Meatball, Tomato, Garlic, Pineapple, Ham, Bacon 
Spinach, Roasted Red Pepper, Broccoli, Anchovy, Black Olive  
Feta, Grilled Chicken, Breaded Chicken, Eggplant 
Extra Cheese or Double Dough  Sm. 1.90   Lg. 3.15 

         6  Piece 8.00 *1             30 Piece 29.00 *3 
        12 Piece 13.00 *2            50 Piece 42.00 *5 
        18 Piece 18.25 *2 

*Amount of dressing included with each order. Choice of Blue Cheese or Ranch. Extra dressing .80 each 

By the Slice  Cheese 2.20 each   Pepperoni 2.50 each 

     Specialty Pizza                                                 Small 13.90 (available in Gluten Free) Large   19.00 

 Calzones    One size  14.85 

   Vegetarian      
Ham & Cheese    Meatball     Sausage 

   Buffalo Chicken           Three Cheese 
Ham & Pineapple    Chicken Cutlet     Spinach & Feta 
Steak & Cheese     Eggplant 

Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Sauce and Mozzarella included. Add ricotta for 1.35 
All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 

 

   Featuring Coca Cola Products  20oz  2.00   2 Liter  3.00 

Larg Pizza 
             Toppings    Small 1.70 each     Large 2.30 each 

           

  Small  8.25 (available in Gluten Free)      Large  13.00 

Salad 
Garden  9.00 
Feta and Kalamata Olive 10.00 
Tuna Salad 10.75 
Grilled Chicken 10.75 (add Feta 1.60) 
Grilled Buffalo Chicken 11.00 
Chicken Finger 10.75 
Buffalo Chicken Finger 11.00 
All Salads Include - 1/2 Loaf of Home Made 
Pita Bread, Dressing and Croutons 

Extra Bread 1.70  Extra Dressing .80 
Dressings House~Ranch~Italian~Greek 
Lite Italian~Blue Cheese~Honey Mustard 
Balsamic Vinaigrette~Caesar ~Thousand  
Island 

       Wings 

Mozzarella Sticks 8.35 (7)  
Jalapeño Poppers 9.15 (7)  
Potato Skins 9.15 (6)  
Onion Rings 6.45  
Cinnamon Knots 6.95 
Garlic Knots 6.95 
Cheesy Bread 7.50 
French Fries 4.55 
Cheese Bacon Fries 6.45 
Cajun Fries 5.35 
Poutine 8.00 
Kids Finger and Fry 8.00 
Chicken Fingers 9.25 (7)  
Boneless Wings 10.25 (7)  
(Chicken fingers dipped in any of our wing sauces. 
Includes blue cheese or ranch dressing.) 

Appetizers 

Flavors - Bourbon~Buffalo~Hot Buffalo~Cajun~Hot Cajun~Garlic Parmesan 
Sweet Chili~Chipotle~BBQ~Spicy BBQ~Honey BBQ~Buffaque 
Mango Habanero~Gold Rush~Hawaiian Teriyaki 
Side of wing sauce .80 each 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Pepperoni, Hot Ban Pepper, Jalapeno Pepper 
Sausage, Meatball, Tomato, Garlic, Pineapple, Ham, Bacon 
Spinach, Roasted Red Pepper, Broccoli, Anchovy, Black Olive  
Feta, Grilled Chicken, Breaded Chicken, Eggplant 
Extra Cheese or Double Dough  Sm. 1.90   Lg. 3.15 

         6  Piece 8.00 *1             30 Piece 29.00 *3 
        12 Piece 13.00 *2            50 Piece 42.00 *5 
        18 Piece 18.25 *2 

*Amount of dressing included with each order. Choice of Blue Cheese or Ranch. Extra dressing .80 each 

By the Slice  Cheese 2.20 each   Pepperoni 2.50 each 

     Specialty Pizza                                                 Small 13.90 (available in Gluten Free) Large   19.00 

 Calzones    One size  14.85 

   Vegetarian      
Ham & Cheese    Meatball     Sausage 

   Buffalo Chicken           Three Cheese 
Ham & Pineapple    Chicken Cutlet     Spinach & Feta 
Steak & Cheese     Eggplant 

Prices do not include 6.25% meals tax. Prices subject to change without noce. 

Mushroom, Pepper, Onion, Sauce and Mozzarella included. Add ricotta for 1.35 
All Calzones are made to order, or have your calzone made like your favorite specialty pizza 
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This past summer, I ran into Methuen 
Ranger boys cross-country coach Bill James 
and talked to him about high expectations 
for his team in the upcoming season.

Clearly, they were up to the task. The 
Rangers ended their dual meet season with 
an impressive victory over undefeated Low-
ell to clinch their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship. 

Senior Jared Reddy shattered the course 
record and Tyler Sullivan, also a senior, 
broke his wrist just before competition, but 
ran his best race of the year. The team also 
won their second straight MVC meet and 
finished second at the Division 1 Eastern 
MA state meet.

This year, Methuen set a school record 
with 25 consecutive dual meet wins. In 
addition, Methuen took second place in 
the prestigious Manhattan Invitational with 
Reddy winning his race.

The milestones and accolades do not 
stop there. Methuen has won 33 of 34 meets 
dating back to 2006. Their last loss was 
in September 2007. They have had five 
undefeated seasons in the last eight years, 
winning five MVC regular season titles and 
seven MVC Meet titles. 

This year's team has been led by senior 
captains Reddy, Sullivan, Ben Pare, Andrew 
Stamatopulos and Corey Hamel with key 
contributions from Adam Hanley, Mark 
Collier, Jose Ortiz, Joe Ripley, Greg Tes-
sitore, Mike Miranda, Cameron Kelley and 
Ryan Kowal. 

Reddy was named Division 1 Runner of 
the Year while Sullivan, Pare, Stamatopulos 
and Kelley were named MVC All-Confer-
ence. Hamel was chosen an MVC Division 
1 All-Star.

Says James, "Traditionally, our program 
has quietly been one of the top teams in the 
state, and has had an incredible run through 
the MVC since 2002. One thing that we 
have been proud of is the turnover of dif-
ferent and talented runners that has kept our 
program strong in recent years."

James believes that committed students 
make driven athletes: "We've been fortunate 
to get some of the top students and people 
to run for us. We tend to have dedicated and 
motivated student-athletes that want to do 

well in everything that they do. This year's 
group has been together since freshman year 
and love to run." 

"The best moment for me this year was 
the MVC Meet where we displayed true 
talent and determination," explains Reddy. 
"We showed that we were strong enough 
to overcome obstacles. It showed that all 
of the hard work we had invested over the 
years was paying off, and it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Sullivan agrees, "It was one of my best 
races and was a great victory for the team."

Adds Stamatopulos, "Our team was los-
ing at the 2-mile mark, and we all stepped 
up in the last mile to win the meet."

The Rangers are as much about fun times 
as they are about fast times. Says Hamel, 
"We all get along, and enjoy attending 
practices and meets. When the coaches 
first told us that we had a chance to win the 
state championship, we all vowed to stick 
together. This team has been through good 
times and bad times. This keeps us together 
always striving to get better."

James credits assistant coaches Scott 
Ouellet and Kevin 
Alliette.

"They play a huge 
role in the tradition and 
success of our team. 
Coach Ouellet is the 
boys distance coach, so 
he works with our run-
ners all three seasons. 
Coach Alliette coaches 
girls distance, and is 
always around our run-
ners. They both love 

running and put a lot of time and effort into 
helping our motivated runners improve."

The work of these mentors is not lost on 
the runners.

"Great coaching, consistency and com-
mitment helps make us one of the best 
teams in the state," says Pare. "The coaching 
staff does not play favorites, and gives all 
the runners on the team the same amount of 
attention."

The Rangers have posted 12-straight wins 
versus rival Central Catholic and have seven 
wins in eight tries against MVC power 
Lowell. Overall, the squad is 71-6 since 
2002. James has led the squad to six top-
three finishes in Eastern MA Division 1and 
six top-10 finishes in all-state competition.

Beyond the stats, James and his staff 
have given these young men lessons that 
will last a lifetime.

Says Reddy, "This is a group of guys 
who have come together over the past few 
years, and developed lifelong friendships 
held together and driven by shared goals. 
We have shared the toughest losses and the 
biggest wins, enduring the pain together 
through it all."

PMA Power
Just a short jog from Bill James' Ranger 

squad, another Methuen cross-country team 
reached a school milestone. The Presenta-
tion of Mary Academy team coached by 
Brian Martin captured the school's first 
Commonwealth Athletic Conference (CAC) 
title in 12 years. 
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SPORTS BLITZ
By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

Our cross-town & cross-country champs

The Methuen Ranger boys cross-country team clinched their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship and finished second at the Division 1 Eastern MA state meet. 
Shown are the team’s top runners (from left) Andrew Stamatopulos, Ben Pare, Cam Kel-
ley, Tyler Sullivan, Corey Hamel and Jared Reddy.

This year, Methuen set a 
school record with 25 con-
secutive dual meet wins. 
Methuen has won 33 of 34 
meets dating back to 2006. 
They have had five unde-
feated seasons in the last 
eight years, winning five 
MVC regular season titles 
and seven MVC Meet titles.

The Rangers haven’t lost a meet since September 2007.

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287

www.methuenkarate.com

Tiny Tots Ages 3 + 4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruction and
convenient class times for the entire family.

Space is limited, call today!

We’re on a mission to teach children 
respect, concentration and self-con-
trol; to build their confidence and 
self-esteem.  Our school provides 
a safe and fun environment where 
education, anger management, fit-
ness and developing a positive men-
tal outlook are the priorities.  Give a 
child a gift that will make a difference 
this holiday season. Give the gift 
of martial arts instruction.  Holiday 
Gift Certificates and special Holiday 
Classes that fit into a busy parent’s 
schedule are now available.  Call 
today for information on our introduc-
tory Program.  Ask about our special 
Holiday Gift Packages.

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Srtists Please see SPORTS, Page 25

“Christmastime”
A time to share fond memories with loved 

ones.
A time to look back and reflect on Christ-

mases gone by. 
Cherishing the special times with family.
Perhaps, reaching out to call someone 

whom you have not heard from in a long 
time.

Looking into the eyes of a child and see-
ing the wonderment of what the holiday 

brings.
Christmastime, a time to reflect upon the 

past and a time to embrace the future.

Merry Christmas to all from all of us 
here at the Senior Activity Center.

Energy workshop
Are you prepared for the winter sea-

son? Have you winterized your home suf-
ficiently enough to experience some cost 
savings this year?

Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

Trivia question: Did you know that 
newly installed energy-efficient windows 
and other products are eligible for govern-
ment tax credits?

Paul Soucy from Environmental Solar 
Systems in Methuen has been a leader in 
the energy field for 30 years specializing 
in solar heat. Come and learn ways to 
save.

Quit smoking!
Holy Family Hospital will sponsor an 

eight-week smoking cessation program at 
the center, 77 Lowell St., from Jan. 7 to 
Feb. 25. Participants will meet Thursdays, 
9:30 to 11:30 am. 

• Jan. 7: General welcome and over-
view of next seven weeks.

• Jan. 14: Movie on a person with 
emphysema.

• Jan. 21: Discussion on the effects of 
carbon monoxide.

• Jan. 28: Quit Day.
• Monday, Feb. 1: Extra Support Day 
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Making energy, money & 
your health top priorities

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Se habla Espanol
978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

Anything you say can and will be used against 
you in a court of law.

If you have been arrested, speak to us first.

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.

Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Methuen

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

meeting after quitting.
• Feb. 4: Stress management.
• Feb. 18: Importance of diet and 

exercise.
• Feb. 25: Graduation Day! 
The $30-per-person participation fee 

will be returned upon completion of the 
program. At that time, participants will 
have the opportunity to receive money 
back or donate it to Holy Family Hospital. 
To register, contact Dr. Finders at 1-800-
488-5959.

Stay safe
What is TRIAD? A collaboration 

between the Methuen Senior Cen-
ter, police, fire, Office of the 
Mayor, Essex County sher-
iff and District Attorney's 
Office.

Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month at the Senior Cen-
ter, 77 Lowell St. 

TRIAD is a commu-
nity-safety initiative that 
focuses on empowering, 
educating and improving 
the safety, security and peace 
of mind to the senior population.

Upcoming projects that the Methuen 
TRIAD will be hosting:

• Photo ID Day: Giving seniors a sec-
ondary form of identification.

• Yellow Dot program: Emergency 
responders are alerted to medical informa-
tion inside your car’s glove box.

• File of Life: Magnet-type folder that 
goes on the refrigerator to alert medical 
responders to important medical informa-
tion.

Watch for further dates and details.
Reminder from TRIAD: Don’t forget 

about the "Is Your Number Up?" program. 
This is a house-numbering initiative that 
assists police, fire and EMTs in their effort 
to respond quickly to 911 emergency 
calls.

If you need numbers for your home, 
please stop by the Senior Center where we 
have them available for you.

Consider volunteering today for this 
wonderful program. Help us, help the 
community.

December events
• Day trip: Day 1, to Mohegan Sun and 
Cornerstone Theatre to see “Mistletoed.” 
Reservations required.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 5, 7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music 
of New Life.
• Timberlane Band Free Holiday Con-

cert: Dec. 6, 2 pm. Public invited. Come 
and enjoy the sounds of the holiday. 
• Ice Cream Social: Dec. 7, 1 to 3 
pm, sponsored by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell. Music provided by Dick Arse-
nault
• Fuel assistance: Dec. 9, 9 am to noon, 
Linda Soucy of Methuen Arlington Neigh-
borhood will be on hand to help fill out 
applications and give valuable informa-
tion.
• Annual Christmas Open House: Dec. 
10, 9 am. Happy Hearts Choral Group will 
perform Christmas music at 1 pm. Non-
perishable items to be donated to Lazarus 

House. Jewelry sale.
• Foot-care clinic: Dec. 

15, by appointment.
Consultations on elder 
law: Dec. 16, attor-
ney Karol Bisbee 
will hold 15-minute 
consultations free 
of charge. Appoint-
ment is necessary.
• Tea party: Dec. 
16, 1:30 to 3 pm, 
hosted by and at the 

Methuen Health Reha-
bilitation Center. 480 Jackson 

St. Methuen. For reservations and more 
information, contact, Linda T. at (978) 
686-3906.
• Birthdays of the month: Dec. 17, cel-
ebrated at our daily luncheon at 11:30 am. 
Sign up and be our guest!
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 19, 7:30 to 11 pm featuring the music 
of the Mel-Tones.
Tuesday, December 22- 
• Fourth Tuesday: Dec. 22, 10:30 to 
11:30, sponsored by Merrimack Valley 
Hospice. Representatives will talk to any-
one who has suffered a loss and needs a 
shoulder to lean on. 
• Children from St. Monica's will per-
form Dec. 22, 2:15 pm at the senior center. 
Come and enjoy a fun time with us!
• Closed: Dec. 24 to Dec. 28 in obser-
vance of the Christmas holiday.
• New Year’s Eve celebration: Dec. 31. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, followed by 
complete dinner with wine at 7. Danc-
ing 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Music by Fred 
Manzi Trio. Cost per person, $50. Public 
is invited.

Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 
Lowell Street. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Staff includes 
Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more informa-
tion on activities, trips or functions, call 
(978) 983-8825.

Dr. ‘Fitzy’ makes house call to Wrestling Hall of Fame

See SPORTS, Page 16

Manzi Bonanno & Bowers

MBB
Hon. Mary McCauley Manzi (Ret.)
Vincent C. Manzi, Jr.

Maria Bonanno
James M. Bowers

including Conciliation and Mediation
Phone: 978.686.9000 280 Merrimack Street, Suite B, Methuen, MA 01844 Fax: 978-794-9628

Specializing in Commercial and Residential Real Estate
Civil and Criminal Litigation, Family Law,

including Conciliation and Mediation
978.686.9000 280 Merrimack Street, Suite B, Methuen, MA 01844 978-794-9628

A T T O R N E Y S    A T    L A WSpecializing in Commercial and Residential Real Estate

Manzi Bonanno & Bowers
A T T O R N E Y S    A T    L A W

B
• Electric and Acoustic Guitars
• New and Used Amps
• Basses, Mandolins and Banjos
• New and Pre-Owned

Authorized dealer for

4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square, 
across from the Clock Tower

978-682-9630
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Drum and 
Saxophone 

Lessons!

Carrying on the tradition of his legend-
ary father, Methuen's Dr. Bob Fitzgerald 
Jr. was inducted into the New England 
Wrestling Hall of Fame on March 2. The 
former Methuen High School wrestling 
coach played football and wrestled for 
Boston College after a stellar sports career 
at Central Catholic. A lifelong educator 
and coach, he is currently the principal at 
Dracut's Lakeview Junior High School.

"It meant a great deal to me to be hon-
ored by my peers," says the 50-year-old 
Fitzgerald. "I grew up around this sport so 
to end up at the pinnacle of it is a tremen-
dous feeling. It permanently recognizes my 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
sport of wrestling."

The man they call "Fitzy" waxes nos-
talgically on this momentous occasion. "I 
think back to when I started wrestling at the 
Lawrence YMCA. There was a great tradi-

New England Wrestling Hall of Fame in-
ductee Bob Fitzgerald Jr. (left) and his son 
Robert III of Methuen. Courtesy photo

tion there, and I'm glad I was able to carry 
it on. I am also extremely proud to carry on 
my father's legacy."

Bob Sr.'s impressive resume included 
stops at Malden Catholic, Lawrence High 
School and Greater Lawrence Tech. The 
elder Fitzgerald also coached basketball 
and baseball in the region, and founded the 
Lawrence High School wrestling program. 
Fitzgerald Sr. passed away in 1998 at the 
age of 65.

“My dad would have been very, very 
proud," says Bob Jr. "I can remember him 
bringing me to tournaments at the old Bos-
ton Union YMCA located in the combat 
zone. He would cover my eyes walking to 
and from the car. He made me. I still have a 
real hard time with him not being here, but 
I am sure he is smiling up above." 

Fitzgerald Jr. was a tremendous wres-
tling coach at Methuen High School. In 
15 years on Ranger Road (1986-2001), his 
teams won countless matches, league and 
state honors. Along the way, he produced 
nationally recognized wrestlers like Sean 

In their inaugural season, the Methuen/Tewksbury Red Rangers had an outstanding run 
that went all the way to the Division 2 semifinals. Courtesy photo

Kiley, Dan Alicea, Rob Niceforo and Sean 
Milovanovic. 

Overall, Fitzgerald Jr. produced 12 state 
champions, two New England champions 
and three High School All-Americans while 
at Methuen. He relates, "There are the great 
matches and championship teams, but I tend 
to remember the daily practices, getting to 
know the wrestlers, and having to bring the 
kids down the YMCA to sweat off the last 
couple of pounds. 

"The majority of my best friends are 
directly tied to wrestling. I thank the sport 
for that. I coached in the Golden Age of 
wrestling in the MVC and competed against 
the best."

The newly minted Hall of Famer sees 
the value in all of the time and sweat. He 
relates, "I was a fanatic about condition-
ing, demanding workouts, and cutting-edge 
techniques. I wanted to make sure that, as 
both a wrestler and a coach, everything had 
been done to put us in a position to be suc-
cessful.

"My goal was that wrestling would help 

my athletes develop character and habits 
that would make them better people. Many 
of my wrestlers were the first in their family 
to graduate from high school and to go to 
college. That is my biggest accomplishment 
by far."

Roaring Rangers
The inaugural season of girls hockey at 

Methuen High School was an unmitigat-
ed success. The Methuen/Tewksbury Red 
Rangers, a first-year co-op team between 
the two schools, posted an 11-8-3 record, 
losing to Duxbury in the Division 2 semi-
finals. 

The team played in the Merrimack Val-
ley/Dual County small division and had to 
post late-season wins versus Waltham and 
Concord-Carlisle just to get into the State 
Tournament. 

Head coach Kim Bruff reflects on the 
watershed season: "Our first few weeks of 
practice were tough because we had such 
a diverse range of talent. Surprisingly, we 
won or tied our first five games. As the 
middle of the season approached, we played 
some really tough teams: Acton-Boxboro, 
Billerica, Lincoln-Sudbury, Andover and 
Westford Academy. That was a wake-up 
call. The girls proved that they were ready 
to play."

It is hard enough for a coach to build 
chemistry when all the players are from the 
same city. Mixing two communities brought 
some extra challenges. Says Bruff, "Most 
of the girls on our team did not know each 
other prior to the season. 

"The older, more experienced girls took 
the younger girls under their wings and our 
captains (Taylor Lirakis and Hayley Suther-
land) did a great job helping develop team 
chemistry through events like spaghetti 
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BUILDING CHARACTER An architectural view of our community

Church was blessed by many faiths 
through the years

By Denis 
Webster-Greene

A rather non-descript building is perched 
above the hustle and the bustle of Methuen 
Square. Reigning high upon its vantage 
point, her faded glory is exposed as a re-
sult of the recent demolition of the Tenney 
house (later known as Sunbridge Nursing 
Home) which formerly resided on the cor-
ner of Pleasant and Broadway. Though in 
need of a little sprucing and a creative eye 
to enhance the bones of this lovely Greek 
revival-style building, the façade -- as it 
exists today -- disguises its former divine 
purpose.

In 1824, Methuen boasted more than a 
few houses of worship. Churches, as they 
are known today, were the backbone of 
the community then and served as meeting 
houses for all of the important decisions of 
the day. Methuen's original meeting house, 
in the mid 1700s, was located on Daddy 
Frye's Hill and later relocated to Pleasant 
Street to be part of the pulse of the commu-
nity which followed the flow of the Spicket 
River. In 1824 the building at 2 Pleasant 
Street, as a house of worship, was erected 
"just down the road a piece" from First 
Church Congregational.

Interestingly enough, despite the exist-
ing options for worship, a group formed to 
develop their own method of congregating. 
The First Universalist Society of Methuen 
was the first and only church of its doctrine 
in Methuen. Founded by cornerstones of the 
community such as the families of Bodwell, 
Howe, Russell and other Methuen founding 
family members, the group started meet-
ing in a school house and later in Wilson 
Hall on Hampshire Street. In 1824, land 
was purchased on Pleasant Street and the 
society began its presence as the First Uni-
versalist Society of Methuen. It's important 
to point out that families were obligated to 
financially support their church or parish. 
Their taxation allowed a vote for all of the 
decisions that were made within the com-
munity. The extent of excessive financial 
support created a "pecking order" which, of 
course, also helped the rank-and-file of pew 
placement and the luxury of front-row seats, 
so to speak. The founding families that de-
cided to branch off were also obligated to 
their original church's financial obligations, 
at least until a state law was later passed 
in the Commonwealth in 1833, known as 
disestablishmentarianism, which gave them 
the freedom to change their religious al-
legiance without financial servitude to the 
original church.

In 1836, the First Universalist Church of 
Methuen received an infusion of very gen-
erous support from Mrs. Charles H. Tenney 
(Fannie Gleason), when she donated a large 
sum of money which was used to renovate 

U N I V E R S A L I S T  C H U R C H 
Located at 2 Pleasant St., near Methuen Square, 
the First Universalist Society (built in 1824) housed 
many devoted communities through the years in-
cluding Bethel Armenian Congregational Church, 
Mount Ararat Armenian Church and the Spiritualist 
Church. Courtesy photo

S I T E  T O D A Y 
And here’s the site today.

Located at 2 Pleasant St., near Methuen Square, the First Universalist Society (built in 1824) 
housed many devoted communities through the years including Bethel Armenian Con-
gregational Church, Mount Ararat Armenian Church and the Spiritualist Church. Courtesy 
photo

the church building. Her generosity prompt-
ed the members of the church to rename the 
society the Gleason Memorial Universalist 
Church, in honor of Mrs. Tenney's parents. 
Records also indicate that Mrs. Tenney do-
nated an additional $10,000 in 1920, which 
went a long way to keep the church viable 
in town. In 1934, the church disbanded and 
the building was later sold to the Bethel 
Armenian Congregational Church in 1945. 
That church later merged with Mount Ararat 
Armenian Church in 1965, which continues 
to thrive in Salem, N.H., today.

Despite the building's numerous resur-
rections as a house of worship, in the 1970s 
the abandoned and derelict building was 
purchased by Maurice Martino. His vision 
for the building revealed, as the newspaper 
at the time was quoted as saying, "… as 
turning the House of God into a house of 
men …" The building was turned into four 
one-bedroom apartments. The building as it 
stands today is still an apartment building. 
A recent conversation with the Methuen 
Historical Society in-house Historian and 
Vice President Joe Bella reveals that he 
recalls the sale of the church building and 
says, "The lot was completely overgrown 
and neglected," He goes on to say, "Before 
being completely abandoned, it was used 
for other purposes in between."

With a little research it is discovered 
that it was in fact utilized for the Spiritual-
ist Church and also as a "Sunflower Club" 

whose insignia was the sunflower and its 
purpose loosely quoted as being "… As the 
sunflower turns its face to the light of the 
sun, so Spiritualism turns the face of hu-
manity to the light of the truth …"

The faded blue building, stripped of 
its glorious frieze work, large beckoning 
steeple and gutted of its magnificent alter 
and podium, continues to give shelter and 
maintains the sentinel stature above the 
hustle and the bustle of Methuen Square. 

Denis Webster-Greene is president of the 
Methuen Historical Society. If you have 
an interesting property to be considered 
for a future column, please contact him at 
deniswebstergreene@yahoo.com.

NOTICE
CITY OF METHUEN

2013 Spring Leaf Collection/Yard Waste Program 

 The Department of Public Works will begin
the Spring Leaf/Yard Waste Collection on April 1
thru Friday, May 10, 2013. Leaf Collection/Yard
Waste pickup will follow your recycling schedule
and will be picked up only that day.
 (The week of April 1 is a “B” week.)

 Residents are required to put leaves/yard
waste in paper bags, or they can be put in
garbage cans clearly marked yard waste.

 Residents may also drop off their leaves/yard
waste from 7:30am to 3pm Monday thru Friday and
saturday 8am to noon at the Transfer Station,
located at 36 Huntington, Avenue.

For more information please call the DPW office
at 978-983-8545.

In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the 
place to be!

City sports return with health & safety the game plan
In a collaboration between the City of 

Methuen, Methuen School Department, 
Recreation Director Bill Pare and Methuen 
High School Athletic Director Matt Curran, 
the ball fields and parks of Methuen are 
once again filled with the sounds of gleeful 
youngsters at play, albeit in a truly new 
sports normal.

Guidelines for conducting clinics, train-
ing and workout sessions at fields and parks 
in the city of Methuen during Phase II of 
the State of Massachusetts Reopening Plan 
were released in June. Gov. Charlie Baker 
released the re-opening plan with a warning 
that the Commonwealth held the option 
to alter and update the plans according to 
COVID-19 numbers.

As we went to press in late June, new 
virus cases in Methuen had begun to lessen, 
but there was a spike in cases among those 
aged 20-29, perhaps a warning sign that 
younger people were not taking the threat 
seriously.

Says Curran, “Among the clinics, training 
and workout guidelines are that a parental 
waiver must be signed by student-athletes 
and parents/guardians in order to participate 
in clinics, workouts and training sessions. 
Teams must also separate participants into 
groups of no more than 10, including coach-
es and staff, and the capacity for partici-
pants, including staff and coaches, may not 
exceed 25.”

Curran and Pare also set up standards for 
maintaining social distancing. Players may 
remove face coverings while participating 
in practice and drills, provided they are able 
to maintain at least 6 feet of distance from 
all other persons present. Face coverings 
should be worn by coaches, volunteers, 
other staff, officials, and spectators and 
chaperones. 

“All equipment must be cleaned and 
disinfected at the end of a practice session 
using a product from the list of disinfectants 
meeting EPA criteria for use against the 
novel coronavirus,” adds Pare. “We are also 

discouraging the use of high fives or other 
social contact during practices, and First 
Aid kits must be available at all times.”

A complete list of guidelines is avail-
able at cityofmethuen.net. Curran discusses 
protocol directly related to COVID-19. He 
states, “To participate or attend, lead staff 
members should ensure that participants, 
and other coaches and staff must show no 
signs or symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 

days. If any individual develops symp-
toms of COVID-19 during the activity, 
they should promptly inform organizers and 
must be removed from the activity, call their 
guardian to inform them, and call myself or 
Bill Pare.”

In addition to guidelines for clinics, 
training and workout sessions, coaches and 
instructors must also adhere to strict prepa-
ration and program planning. Among the 

musts are submitting  program information 
to Curran and Pare, being approved to orga-
nize and run a clinic, workout or training 
session, a daily attendance log, informing 
participants of COVID-19 protocols ahead 
of time, and providing hand sanitizer and 
sanitizing materials at each session.

Says Pare, “At this point, we are not 
allowing any games, scrimmages or tour-
naments. Contact drills are prohibited. Par-
ticipants will arrive dressed and ready to 
participate as there are no locker rooms 
available, and any spectators should be 
outside the designated playing area social 
distancing and wearing facemasks.”

If you are going to check out a local prac-
tice or drill, you will see a palpable change 
in hygiene and safety protocols. Equipment, 
food and drinks cannot be shared and, at the 
conclusion of the session, all participants 
must leave, and the staff members must 
wear gloves and clean up areas of debris, 
personal items and water bottles.

Celebrating 29 Years as the Law Firm 
the Merrimack Valley Trusts

ARTHUR J. BROADHURST, ESQ.
MERRIMACKVALLEYLAW.COM

45 Osgood St., Methuen - 978-327-5128 (p) 978-327-5144 (f)

•Criminal Defense
•Personal Injury
•Real Estate

   ): Methuen Memorial Music Hall
192 Broadway (Route 28)

Event Line  978-685-0693 • www.mmmh.org
“The Great Organ” 2020 Recital Series  

Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 pm. 
For Recitals, Concerts, Meetings & Wedding Ceremonies:  Janet M. Jaber, 

Trustee Rental Coordinator  Tel. 978- 685-1690   and   E-Mail: janetjaber@comcast.net
        We will be livestreaming all 

of the concert series. 
No audience will be 

permitted at / in the Hall. 
We will provide the series 

through our You Tube 
channel.

  The link is www.youtube.
com/c/methuen

memorialmusichall

       July 8, Wed. 7:30 pm
Organ Recital  

LEONARDO CIAMPA
Sponsored by Enterprise Bank

 July 15, Wed. 7:30 pm
Organ Recital  

SARAH JOHNSON
Sponsored by The Demoulas Foundation  
 July 22, Wed. 7:30 pm

Organ Recital  
RAYMOND HAWKINS

Sponsored by Nashoba Analytical,LLC

 
 

  
  

 
 

  July 29, Wed. 7:30 pm
 Organ Recital

MARK CAMPBELL
Sponsored by The Savings Bank

August 5, Wed. 7:30 pm
Organ Recital

STEVEN YOUNG
Sponsored by William Drury

August 12, Wed. 7:30 pm
Organ Recital

MICHELL CRAWFORD
In Memory of Kenneth T. Morse

See SPORTS Page 33

SPORTS SIGN-UPS
Here are some opportunities for kids to play sports!
Methuen Pop Warner: Final sign-ups for football players and cheerleaders is 

July 7, 5-7pm at Nicholson Stadium. For details, visit Methuenpopwarner.com.
Methuen Youth Basketball: MYBA is partnering with the Methuen YMCA and 

the Rising Rangers program, and hosting Open Skills and Drills clinics. Plans 
were still being finalized as of MethuenLife press time, so visit methuenbasket-
ball.com for details.

Methuen Youth Soccer: Now accepting fall registrations. Visit Methuenyouth-
soccer.org.

Methuen Youth Lacrosse: Seven-week First Stick program runs Saturdays 
starting Sept. 12 and is open to kindergartners through eighth-graders (divided 
into age groups). All equipment provided! $80. Methuenlax.com

MHS seniors Max Faretra and Kaia Hollingsworth received Methuen Youth Lacrosse Scholarships. Max is off to Western New England and 
Kaia is headed to Salem State. Kudos to both of these student-athletes on fine careers. Courtesy photos

METHUEN LAX SCHOLARS
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MethuenLife Advertising works! 
For rates, call Sue Whipple, (603) 898-2576

City sports return with health & safety the game plan

Sports, continued from page 18

As for field-use requirements, Pare 
explains, “All involved must maintain 
social distancing of at least 6 feet with no 
more than 10 to a group. As we stated, there 
will be no games or scrimmages.”

Adds Curran, “There is a one-person 
limit in the rest rooms with the practice of 
proper hand washing/sanitizing, no loiter-
ing will be allowed, and if you are showing 
symptoms of COVID-19, please do not 
enter.”

Curran and Pare have created the tem-
plate as Phase II of bringing 
some semblance of sports 
back to Methuen is under 
way. The key aspects are 
managing the number of 
people participating, group 
distancing among coaches, 
players, and spectators, and 
hygiene and health rules 
adherence.

Fly Fanfare
COVID-19 cannot stop 

a 3-year-old road race that 
has fast become a Methuen 
staple. The 2020 Fly 5K 

Run/Walk Your Way will be held virtual-
ly Aug. 22. Participants will receive this 
year’s shirt for a $20 donation and a Fly5K 
mask for $10. 

Runners and walkers are encouraged to 
wear the shirts and masks on race day as 
they run or walk a 5K in their neighbor-
hoods, around town, at a park or anywhere 
else. Participants are also encouraged to 
send pictures or short videos of their teams 
(with proper social distancing, of course) 
to the Fly5K committee to post on social 
media. 

The Fly 5K debuted in 2018 and remains 
a tribute to Ashley St. Onge, who passed 
away in a tragic automobile accident in 
December 2017. This community gathering 
is an outward show of support for parents 
Christina and Rick St. Onge and their son 
Jacob. Proceeds from this year’s virtual 
run/walk will be donated to the Ashley St. 
Onge Memorial Fund.

Says Christina St. Onge, “Last year, we 
awarded six very deserving individuals a 
$2,000 scholarship for a total of $12,000. 
This year, once again we had amazing 
applications and decided on 6 recipients 
to receive $2,000 scholarships for a total 
of $12,000 from last year’s race proceeds. 
The scholarship committee is currently 
in the process of the notifying the schol-
arship recipients chosen and they will be 
announced at graduation as well as on the 
Fly5K social media pages.”

Ashley’s career goal was to become a 
teacher, and the Fly 5K honors her legacy 
by making education a main theme: “We 
are continuing to raise scholarship funds 
for high school seniors planning to major 
in education,” says Christina. “We are 
truly thankful and amazed by all the time, 
generosity, and commitment given to the 
Ashley St. Onge Fly 5K. Ashley would be 
absolutely flabbergasted over the amount of 

lives she has touched. She was such a beau-
tiful, kind, fun-loving, heart of gold person, 
but with a shy, naïve side who would never 
believe so many people were affected by 
her tragic accident.”  

Visit the Fly 5K on Facebook for virtual 
race registration details. If you cannot par-
ticipate, you can donate to the Ashley St. 
Onge Memorial Fund by mail at PO Box 
1014, Methuen, MA 01844 or via Venmo 
@Ashleystongefly5k.

Lavallee’s Lager
Methuen’s Cam Lavallee is embarking 

on another media adventure. The erstwhile 
sports director at News Channel 34 in 
Binghamton, N.Y., is teaming with co-host 
Eric Webler for “What’s On Tap.” Lavallee 
and Webler will journey across the United 
States showcasing and reviewing some of 
the country’s most amazing breweries.

Says Lavallee, “This summer, we are 
taking you along on our trip around the 
nation checking out the awesome breweries 
that might be only a few miles from your 
own home. It's going to be a great time and 
we are excited to have you come along.”

Lavallee and company are doing a social 
media blitz to promote the show. Visit them 
on Facebook at What’s On Tap TV and 
check out updates and videos at What’s On 
Tap On Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram.

In Memoriam
The City of Methuen and Merrimack 

Valley lost one of its true sportsmen with 
the recent passing of James “Jamie” Keizl. 
A lifelong Methuen resident, Keizl was an 
omnipresent fixture in the city and regional 
sports scene. 

He coached basketball at St. Anne 
Church and CYO, and diligently served 
Methuen Pop Warner football for many 
years as a volunteer and vice president. 
Keizl did not only instruct sports, he par-
ticipated. He played in numerous area rec 
softball leagues for many years and was 
a member of the Merrimack Valley Golf 
League. He also was an avid bowler who 
achieved the holy grail of a perfect 300 
game.

A longtime Patriots’ season ticket holder, 

8th-GRADE SOCCER 
PLAYERS

SENT OFF IN STYLE!

While it doesn't replace their last, lost 
season, Methuen Youth Soccer Association’s 
eighth-graders received a stylish send-off: 
joggers that were personally delivered by 
MYSA officials. MYSA thanks the Methuen 
High School Athletic Boosters-MAIC for 
running a special lotto fund-raiser, allowing 
the league to keep 100% of the money 
raised which covered the cost of the 
gifts. Fall registration is now open! Visit 
methuenyouthsoccer.org for info. Courtesy 
photo

Methuen sports coach, volunteer and 
athlete James Keizl (center) at the 2014 
Dan Ford Road Race with Methuen's Joseph 
Deschamps (left) and John Molori.

Ashley St. 
Onge's legacy 
is celebrated 
with this 
year's virtual 
Fly 5k on Aug. 
22.

Keizl was best known for his truly larg-
er-than-life personality. He was deeply 
involved in many projects to benefit vet-
erans at the Methuen VFW Post 8349 and 
was never shy about grabbing the Karaoke 
microphone and tossing out a song or two 
at that venue and many others in Methuen. 

  Jim Keizl was the quintessential giver, 
always ready with a helping hand, kind 
word or hilarious one-liner to bring smiles 
to the faces of all. Our prayers and condo-
lences go out to his wife Judy, their two 
children Craig and Carolyn, and the entire 
Keizl family. 

Blitz Bits
Methuen High’s fall 2020 athletic sea-

son begins with football and cheerleading 
tryouts Aug. 21. Most other fall athletic 
programs will begin Aug. 24. Unified 
Basketball will begin in mid-September. 
Any student who would like to partici-
pate in fall athletics should register online 
using this link: https://forms.gle/Xn4ny-
maEopct2tSf6 ... 2020 MHS grad Laura 
Abreu, featured in the June edition of 
MethuenLife Magazine, received the Wil-
liam Cunningham Scholarship. Laura has 
committed to run at Framingham State 
University.  … The Methuen Boosters/
MAIC offered a generous donation to 
improve the lighting system in the Larry 
Klimas Memorial Fieldhouse at MHS. The 
energy-efficient, LED lights come with 
multiple zones that can be customized for 
each event’s needs … Speaking of dona-
tions, on June 7 the Friends of Methuen 
High School Wrestling made a $1,000 
donation to the Methuen Boosters/MAIC 
in honor of the graduating wrestlers from 
the Class of 2020. The funds will be used 
for the MHS Digital Sign Project to honor 
our Class of 2020. 

John Molori is an author, columnist, 
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook:  John 
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. Email 
molorimedia@gmail.com.

Chang’s offers free
tae kwon do classes 

Chang’s Tae Kwon Do America is helping local folks “kick up” their exercise routines 
with free online classes.

Those 15 and under can tune in online July 16 and 23. Those 16 and older are invited 
to the July 18 and 25 classes.

Starting July 11, Chang’s is providing 8 weeks of 50% off summer classes to Merrimack 
Valley firefighters and police officers. This is for new students only. 

No experience? No problem!
Contact Chang’s to participate in any of the free online classes: (978) 655-1473 or 

changstaekwondoamerica.com.
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Horses bring joy, calm 
to dementia patients 

Life’s coming up roses …
"We can complain because roses have thorns, or rejoice because thorns have roses," according to 19th-century French 

novelist Aphonse Karr.
Some would say that a single red rose is the ultimate token of true love and unending affection. This picture-perfect bud, 

which in 1986 became the official floral emblem of the United States, is certainly an enduring symbol of new beginnings, hope 
and, let's face it, summertime! Like most folks, our family has had a lot of extra time on our hands lately, so when an old patio 
was removed and deemed the perfect spot for a rose garden, I started to take notice of what kinds of roses the fine gardeners of 
Methuen were growing. All of a sudden, roses seemed to be everywhere. 

Not only noticeably abundant, but the beauty and volume of these headily scented blooms seem to suddenly be taking over 
the city. Rose-filled trellises in Methuen yards and large banks of rose bushes along roadsides offered countless colors and varieties 
to admire. 

Our New England spring was long, cool and damp, which lent itself to the perfect conditions for a great rose season, according to 
Methuen's own rose expert Teresa Mosher, a past president of the New England Rose Society. 

"The weather, and the fact that people are home tending to their gardens more this year has really helped," further explained 
Mosher. 

A few fun facts: 
• After a fossil of a rose was found in Colorado, 

archeologists determined that roses have existed for 35 million 
years. 

• There are over 100 different species and 13,000 identifiable 
varieties of roses throughout the world!

• Each color of the rose symbolizes certain value. Red rose 
is a symbol of love, yellow of friendship, orange of enthusiasm, 
white of purity, pink of joy, burgundy of beauty and violet of 
royalty.

If you're thinking of adding some color to your garden, roses 
are surely the way to go!

SCENE 

IN METHUEN

By MethuenLife Photographer 
Barbie Kiberstis

More 
photos on 
page 35

New England New England 
SeafoodsSeafoods

225 Merrimack St., 225 Merrimack St., 
Methuen • 978-686-7494Methuen • 978-686-7494

BUY 1 LUNCH 
GET 2nd HALF OFF

Of Equal or Lesser Value.  
Expires 7/31/20. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Excludes Fridays.

BUY 1 
FRIED SHRIMP 

DINNER
GET 2nd HALF OFF

Expires 7/31/20. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Excludes Fridays.

BUY 1 DINNER 
GET 2nd HALF OFF

Expires 7/31/20
Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Excludes Fridays.

FRESH • Clams • Oysters • Lobster 
• Shrimp • Scallops • Mussels • Calamari 

• Salmon • Haddock • Swordfish 

King Crab 
or Snow Crab 

Clusters!

 BOILED 
    LOBSTER     

      SPECIALS!

OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT 
& LIMITED DELIVERY DURING THIS CRISIS!

• SINGLE • DOUBLE

           • T
RIPLE 

        LOBSTER DINNER 

            S
PECIALS!

Guess Who 
Came Home 
to Practice?
Dr. Catherine Tucker, our fellowship 
trained, dedicated Breast Surgeon. 
After caring for patients at Dana  
Farber Cancer Institute, NYU-Bellevue 
Medical Center, Tufts Medical Center 
and Hallmark Health, she has returned 
home to practice. Why? Because  
Dr. Tucker knows that each woman 
diagnosed with breast cancer needs 
reassurance, expert recommendations 
and a doctor who will be by her side 
every step of the way. 

She is also specialty certified in breast 
ultrasound and stereotactic biopsies 
– when you need expert care, you 
need Dr. Tucker. 

Call her today.

Holy Family Hospital
70 East Street                                
Methuen, MA 01844 
978-682-2310
www.holyfamilyhospital.org 

TuckerMetheunLife.indd   1 3/18/20   1:04 PM

Methuen's very own 
rose expert and 
author Teresa Mosher 
is shown in one of her 
many rose gardens. 
For any rose-related 
questions, contact Teresa at purpleroseinbloom@yahoo.com.

An impressive 
bank of red 
roses grows 
alongside a rock 
wall on Forest 
Street.
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Servicing Families & Friends in 2 Locations -- 
Methuen & Salem, NH

Dewhirst & Boles Funeral Home
80 Broadway, Methuen

978-687-1333
www.dewhirstbolesfuneral.com • Serving All Faiths • Locally Family Owned For 96 Years

Goundrey & Dewhirst Funeral Home
42 Main St., Salem, NH

603-898-2181

SCENE 
IN METHUEN

It's not always necessary to 
plant roses in the ground, 
as beautifully demonstrated 
by this planter of roses 
greeting guests on 
Heartwood Drive.

Theresa and Paul Sanseverino of 
Methuen get to work in their yard 
and stop to smell the roses!

Sam Hachem 
proudly stands 
next to one of 
many beautiful 
looking (and 
smelling!) arched 
rose trellises at 
his Pelham Street 
home. 

You have to start somewhere! Sarah 
Kraunelis of Pleasant Valley Gardens 
on Merrimack Street will help you 
choose which rose plantings will be 
best for your garden.

Gorgeous yellow 
roses enjoy a 
sunny morning 
at this Stevens 
Street home. 
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Original Homestyle Cuisine & Original Fresh Baked Goods

88 Lowell Street, Methuen
Hours of Operation: 

Tue - Thur 6:00 am - 3:00 pm
Fri 6:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Sat 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

978-689-8436
www.theoriginalcafe.com

Deli Platters to Fully Prepared Dinners. Call Today for all of your catering needs

Leave the cooking to us
Pre-Order your Holiday Feast Today!

ROaSTed TendeRlOin OF BeeF wiTH a PePPeRcORn & BRandy Sauce

ROaSTed FingeRling POTaTOeS wiTH ROSemaRy & gaRlic

FiRe ROaSTed aSPaRaguS wiTH Red Bell PePPeR

RaSPBeRRy mOuSSe cHOcOlaTe BaSkeTS
$16.95 PeR PeRSOn

Fresh Baked Desserts
aPPle Pie OR

mixed BeRRy Pie
$12.95

maPle Pecan Pie
$13.95

PePPeRminT PaTTy
wHOOPie PieS
$1.95/eacH

SPiced PumPkin layeR cake
PeaR TaRT

$16.95
RaSPBeRRy mOuSSe
cHOcOlaTe BaSkeTS

$4.95/eacH
Banana FRiTTeRS wiTH claReT Sauce

$8.95/dOzen

SeaFOOd STuFFed muSHROOmS $15.95 dOz
JumBO SHRimP cOckTail wiTH HORSeRadiSH & TaBaScO Sauce $18.50 dOz

maPle ROaSTed ScallOPS & BacOn $18.50 dOz
FReSH FRuiT & imPORTed cHeeSe BOaRdS $18 SeRveS 12

Pre-Order Your Holiday Appetizers

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 19TH.

Methuen 
Health & Rehabilitation      
         Center
    
  480 Jackson Street
   Methuen, MA

Transitional and Long-term Care Facility
DFully staffed internal therapy department
DState of the art rehabilitation equipment
DTherapy available 7 days a week
DVital Stim. for swallowing issues
DElectrotherapy/Diathermy/Ultrasound for

  strengthening, pain, urinary incontinence
  and wound care

Come meet our team of dedicated professionals
DD Call today for a tour DD

978-696-3906

Methuen
 Santa Parade

B
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Methuen Memorials

Finest quality personalized 
memorials, as unique as the 
lives they honor. 
Custom-crafted and warranted
forever. Mausoleums and 
estate memorials, traditional 
and creative monuments, 
cremation 
memorials.

466 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA • www.rockofages.com

978-686-4312

Newly

Remodeled

State of the Art 

Facility

  

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery
29 Barker St., Lawrence

For information call Jim Jacobs at 978-682-8181
Hours: M-F  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat. 9-12

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery and 

Chapel Mausoleum

Methuen’s Our Lady of Good Counsel chapel and mausoleum offers a 
wide selection of crypts and columbariums to meet your needs.

   There are single and double crypts, inside crypts and crypts along the 
exterior faces of the Mausoleum.

 
 

Mon - Fri  9am - 5pm
Sat  10am - 2pm

Anytime By Appointment

Only locally Authorized Rock of Ages dealer
Experienced memorial artist on site
No interest payment plans
Superior craftsmanship
Finest quality granite
In-home consults

466 Merrimack St  Methuen, MA
methuenmemorial.com

978-686-4312

Methuen Memorials
Quality Makes a Difference

MONUMENT SALES
CEMETERY LETTERING
MONUMENT CLEANING

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm    Sat 9am-2pm  
Sun appts available

COLIZZIMEMORIALS.com

3 Generations as
Memorial Service

Professionals

Michael Colizzi
President

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St.

Methuen, MA

C
COLIZZI
MEMORIALS

Longleaf pine needles practiced throughout 
history by the local Washoe tribe. Embrac-
ing this new challenge, she promptly pur-
chased a book and taught herself the tech-
nique, sending regular requests for local 
Tahoe pine needles to her daughter as she 
ran out of supplies for her basket projects. 

Above all, Esther loved to paint. Using 
mostly oils and occasionally watercolors, 
she painted for decades, finding working 
at an easel meditative and fulfilling. Many 
of her paintings have an Asian influence, 
with delicate brush strokes and simple, 
clean lines. She also accurately reproduced 
one of her father’s paintings of a German 
landscape that had hung in the family home 
in Methuen for many years. Well after she 
turned 100, Esther was still painting, find-
ing paint-by-number kits enjoyable to work 
on with a little help from a magnifying 
glass. 

Art was an integral part of Esther’s 
life, and her approach to her art echoed 
her approach to life in general. Daughter 
Ryan shares her mother’s philosophy: “Her 
attitude was that what will be, will be. She 
always told me, ‘This, too, shall pass.’ 
She never stressed over anything. It was 
important to her to always be working on 
something, to stay active and to learn new 
things. I think that is what kept her going 

for so long.” 
Esther was an astounding 107 years 

old when she passed away from COVID-
19 complications in April. Employees of 
Mary Immaculate Nursing Home in Law-
rence, her home for the past several years, 
flooded her family with fond memories 
of the woman who faced her life and her 
art fearlessly and with an attitude of calm 
content. One nurse wrote, “Her strengths, 
physical and mental, will be something I 
will embrace forever. She was proof that 
staying calm and believing one can do 
whatever one believes they can do is how 
we should live.” 

Another wrote, “... the times I spent with 
Esther are truly memorable. (She was) a 
very humble lady, always calm, even in 
difficult situations.” 

As for her daughter, Esther may not have 
passed on her passion for creating art, but 
she instilled in her a philosophy: Don’t 
sweat the small stuff. Keep moving. Con-
tinue to learn. And above all, Keep Calm 
and Keep Creating.

Patricia Bruno is a Methuen native, 
currently living in Haverhill. A writer and 
photographer, she is also the owner of 
The Winged Rabbit gift shop in downtown 
Haverhill.

Art, continued from 30
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Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.

Committed to providing your family with the highest quality care 
and service in your time of need. 

Offering various types of funeral and cremation services.
Serving the traditions of all cultures and religions in our community 

with the utmost respect and attention to detail. 
Providing complete pre-arrangement options, for peace of mind 
and to make sure your personal desires are known and honored.

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.
233 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844

(978) 687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

Family owned and operated for over 60 years

YWCA honors area’s 
stand-out female       
crusaders

The 37th annual YWCA’s Tribute to 
Women honored 22 incredible dedicated 
professionals and community servants. Due 
to COVID-19, the event was held virtually 
June 22.

Honorees, nominated by those who 
work by their side, come from various 
backgrounds and serve their communities 
on boards of directors, committees and 
advisory boards. Money raised from the 
evening benefits the 26 YWCA programs 
serving more than 15,000 women, children 
and families throughout Merrimack Valley, 
New Hampshire and the North Shore.

Among this year’s winners were these 
incredible ladies, who all have a Methuen 
connection:

*Nancy Clover, RN is the founder and 
president of Occupational Health Connec-
tions. This woman-owned business supports 

companies by providing 
nurses to assess and treat 
workplace injuries and 
institute preventative mea-
sures. Nancy has achieved 
the highest level in per 
professional: Fellow of 
the American Association 
of Occupational Health 
Nurses. Nancy is actively 
involved with Bread and 
Roses serving over 100 meals per night 
with her team of nurses and setting up a 
medical clinic. 

*Linda Harvey, executive director of 
Harvey Girls Inc. and 
partner at Harvey and 
Kleger Law Office, 
serves the Department 
of Children and Fam-
ilies by collecting and 
providing toys and gifts 
for those in need in 
Lawrence. Linda credits 

BUSINESS BRAVOS her parents for her deep sense of justice and 
her dedication to her community.  

*Cheryl Parent is 
a senior relationship 
manager at Enterprise 
Bank in Methuen. Pas-
sionate about the peo-
ple around her, team 
focused and commit-
ment are just a few 
traits that make Cheryl 
a trusted leader. Cheryl 
serves as treasurer for 
the Merrimack Valley Substance Abuse 
Project, is a certified hospice volunteer for 
those struggling with opioid addiction and 
a Methuen Rotary Club member.

*Linda Soucy is the 
Low-Income Energy Effi-
ciency Program Manag-
er for Columbia Gas of 
Massachusetts. Linda has 
always been advocat-
ing for other people and, 
when she sees something 
that needs to be fixed, she 
acts on it. From changing 
neighborhoods to expand 
the Neighborhood Crime 
Watch Group, to the free opening of a com-
munity center, Linda was there to assist. 
Linda is the embodiment of this award 
and - with her positive attitude, her sense 
of humor and her fierce support of those in 
need - she is the ideal recipient.

YWCA Executive Director Susan Sta-
ples said Tribute to Women serves as the 

organization’s major fund-raising event 
and supports domestic violence programs, 
childcare, teens parenting, emergency shel-
ters, transitional housing, enrichment, early 
learning, after school programs, summer 
camp and more. Staples added, “Tribute 
is all about keeping with our mission of 
empowering women and fostering peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all.”

Donations are accepted at ywcanema.
org.

Wristband sales to
aid hospital workers

To support and honor those who work on 
the frontlines at local hospitals, last month 
The Savings Bank started selling Stronger 
Together fund-raiser wristbands. Proceeds 
will be donated to COVID-19 Funds at 
MelroseWakefield Hospital and Lawrence 
General Hospital to support the purchase 
of essential equipment and help meet the 
needs of those on the frontline.

The wristbands, which cost $5, are avail-
able at The Savings Bank’s drive-thru loca-
tions, including Methuen.

“The Savings Bank remains focused on 
thanking and supporting hospital workers 
who are among the countless frontline 
heroes continuing to put others before them-
selves,” Bob DiBella, President and CEO of 
The Savings Bank said. “The hospital staffs 
continue to care for COVID-19 patients in 
addition to the many other patients they see 
day in and day out. They are also preparing 
for any future COVID-19 surges and we 
will continue to show our support.” 

Nancy Clover

Linda Harvey

Cheryl Parent

Linda Soucy

Open 7 Days a Week!

The largest selection of novelties, fetish items
 & toys in New Hampshire

Lubes, Lotions, Creams & Oils
Lingerie in All Sizes

CBD Oils & Gummy Bears
Bachelorette items and Adult Games

Male/Female Enhancements & Supplements

New Hampshire’s ONLY 
“Real” Adult Superstore! 

314 S. Broadway, Rt. 28 Salem, NH
111 Plaistow Rd., Rt 28 Plaistow, NH

940 US-1 Bypass North Portsmouth, NH
MoonliteReader.com

Last month, the Massachusetts Commis-
sion on the Status of Women presented its 
annual Unsung Heroine Awards, recogniz-
ing the hard work and accomplishments of 
women across the Commonwealth -- and 
a Methuen shining star was among the 
honorees.

Over the last three decades, Eileen Gior-
dano has worked tirelessly serving the com-
munity in the Merrimack Valley. A retiree 
from the Elder Services of the Merrimack 
Valley and co-founder and vice president of 
Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley, Eileen 
has done it all: from managing volunteers, 
helping to run the organization, and acting 
as a planner, caterer and fund-raiser for 
events. Foster Kids of the Merrimack Val-
ley provides a number of services to help 
hundreds of foster children in the area. 

"Eileen’s care 
for her communi-
ty and the impact 
that she has had 
on the children 
she serves make 
her a true Unsung 
Heroine," accord-
ing to a press 
release from 
state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell, 
who nominated 
Giordano for the 
award.

The ceremony was held virtually via the 
Facebook page of the Massachusetts Com-
mission on the Status of Women.

Eileen Giordano

Giordano honored by state 
as Unsung Heroine



MethuenLife July, 2020

B
lack

38

Wishing you all the
best, Firefighter Riel

Firefighter Dave Riel, who gave more than three decades 
of service to our community, retired last month.

“Chief Tim Sheehy and the men and women of the 
Methuen Fire Department would like to wish our brother 
Dave Riel all the best as he embarks on his retirement,” the 
Methuen Fire Department posted on their Facebook page 
June 25. “Dave celebrated his last day on the job last week 
after serving the Department with distinguished excellence 
for 32 years. He was a popular and dedicated Firefighter, 
always doing his job well with an eye on reliability. Dave 
is a quiet guy who probably will be uncomfortable with 
this attention, but it is well-deserved. Thank you for your 
tremendous service and enjoy your retirement!”

Congrats and thank you!

Farmers market
returns to library

Groundwork Lawrence’s farmers market returns to 
Nevins Library starting July 10. The market will run each 
Friday, 10am to 4pm through the end of October. Riverdale 
Farm of Groton, which has been a staple at the Methuen 
market for several years, will be returning with fresh fruit 
and veggies.

Ride honors Marine
The memory of a Methuen-

raised soldier, who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, continues to 
unite people and assist area 
veterans in need.

The annual Memorial Bike 
Ride honoring U.S. Marine 
Corps Private First Class Eric 
Currier is July 18, beginning and 
ending at the Derry-Salem Elks 

in Salem, N.H. Currier, a 21-year-old Marine and Methuen 
native, was killed in combat in Afghanistan on Feb. 17, 
2010. A monument honoring him was placed near the 
Forest Street home of his grandparents, Russell and Judy 
Currier. One of the Methuen Fire Department’s pumper 
trucks is dedicated to Currier, with his name emblazoned 
on its side. 

Traditionally, over 150 motorcycles meet up at the Elks 
Club and travel 50 miles through the towns of Salem, 
Windham, Derry, Chester, Auburn, Sandown, Hampstead 
and Atkinson to raise money for the Homeland Heroes 
Foundation, which donates furniture, food and gas cards, 
and provides emergency housing for homeless veterans. It 
also supports active-duty service members, veterans and 
their families in their time of need. 

Register for the ride beginning at 8:30am; ride leaves 
at 10:30am sharp. Riders, passengers, walk-ins are all $20 
each. There will be food, raffles, live music, T-shirts and 
a cash bar. Proceeds benefit the New Hampshire Fallen 
Heroes.

Info: Russ Currier, (978) 390-0911 or Kim Hebert, (978) 
828-7811.

Methuen Cares 
moves to Tenney

The Methuen Cares Center, established by Mayor 
Neil Perry to help those in need during the COVID-19 
pandemic, has relocated to the Tenney School. A full slate 
of volunteers has stepped up to continue the mission of 
helping neighbors.

Are you in need of food or basic supplies? The volunteer-
led Methuen Cares Center is working hard to help those 
in need, thanks to the generosity of local residents and 
businesses. Help is available to families, seniors, veterans, 
the unemployed, etc., who are having a hard time making 
ends meet. Please do not struggle! If you’d like to donate 
or get help, call (978) 609 1866.

Live Music Hall
concerts online

Our historic Methuen Memorial Music Hall has been 
live-streaming its 15-week live concert series! Concerts 
are held Wednesdays, 7:30pm on YouTube. Visit mmmh.
org for the link.

This in an amazing opportunity if A.) you've never 
heard music performed inside this jaw-dropping gem of 
a building and B.) your artistic ear is missing out on live 
classical music. Did you know that musicians from around 
the globe - drawn to the incredible acoustics and legendary 
Great Organ - come to MMMH to perform and record their 
music? Be sure to check out an upcoming concert!

Prizes for
GOOD NEWS 

You can get rewarded for good news! Realtor Jen 
Hamilton Bower of Keller Williams Realty wants a photo 
or short story about the best thing that's happened to you 
while making your way through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The top 4 winners will receive a gift card to a local business 
AND be featured in an upcoming issue of MethuenLife! 
E-mail Jen at jennifer.bower9@comcast.net.

Talent Show
winners announced 

On June 4, the Recreation Department announced the 
winners of its first-ever Spring Talent Show. Contestants’ 
acts included singing, dancing and gymnastics routines; 
musical performances on drums, piano, harmonica and 
bass; and even a horseback-riding performance!

Winners received Target gift cards.
The show was a way for kids to stay active, creative and 

socially distanced, as city Rec programs were canceled 
due to COVID-19. Acts, which could be no longer than 3 
minutes, were recorded and submitted for consideration.

Here are your 2020 Spring Talent Show champs:
Ages 6 to 9: First place, Joshua Quispe; second, Kyra 

Sweetser; third, Aryanna Morey.
Ages 10 to 12: First place, Schofield family; second, 

Isabella Koutny; third, Bella DeMarco.
Ages 13 to 15: First place, Margaret Tenters; second, 

Piper O'Clare.

Visit www.MethuenLife.com

  "Anytime we can get together is a fruitful time for God. But when we can do it away from the 
church building, it challenges us in a new way to be the hands, feet and heartbeat of Christ."

~ Rev. Carrie Burnap, who hosts monthly “God in the Orchard” gathering at Mann’s
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Forest Street Union Church 

“Celebrating Diversity” 

15 Forest Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(978) 683-8523

Sunday Service 
10 am

www.foreststreetucc.org

Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

      Lawrence      978-688-6182
      Haverhil l      978-521-5653
      Amesbury      978-388-4044  
      No. Andover      978-794-8118
      Salem, NH      603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.COM

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
Attorney MArk Ford

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani  * Peter Laudani Sr.  * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen     978-686-0372

   
    Insured
                Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments        
     •Slipcovers •Cushions    

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS? 

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2004

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and 

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone 

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on 

  Methuen Cable Television, 

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 13th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2011

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANSMETHUEN TRANSMISSION
Complete Driveline Service

Transfer Case/Rear End

Over 35 Years Serving The Greater Merrimack Valley

978-685-6088
70 Cambridge Street

Methuen, MA
Rte. 495 to Exit 46 Right off Ramp to

 First Right (Oak St.)
To First Right Again to (Dexter St) to End

2 Dundee Park Suite B03 Andover, Ma 01810
Telephone: (978) 470-2060

www.AndoverAuto.com

Serving the Merrimack Valley Area
for over 35 Years!

Fax: (978) 470-2065  2020 SUMMER SESSIONS:

 Currently holding Online 
Sessions until Classroom 

Sessions can resume!

JULY 13TH - 17TH
JULY 20TH - 24TH
JULY 27TH - 31ST

AUGUST 10TH - 14TH
AUGUST 24TH - 28TH

Fully licensed & insured

Brian McCarthy • 978.691.5600
Info@brianmccarthyelec.com • brianmccarthyelec.com
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360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Interior and Exterior Painting
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

  Methuen Cable Television,

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 15th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2013

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS
14
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$50 OFF
Home Protection Plan

Covers all general crawling insects and
rodents all year-for one price!

Initial year only, not including termites. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Limited time only. CALLNOW!

ANTS?  TERMITES?  MICE?  BEES?

978-794-4321

Quality Reliable Service Since 1977
Southern NH & Mass • Reasonable Rates

Prices Quoted over Phone
VA/FHA Termite Inspections and Reports

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

RESTAURANTS
GENERAL PEST
MANAGEMENT

70 Salem St. 
Methuen, MA

978-686-2509

Avedisian Farm & Greenhouses

~Poinsettias-
    All Colors & Sizes
~Wreaths
~Extra Large 
    Kissing Balls
~Roping
~Memorial Baskets

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

The Methuen Exchange Club’s 15th 
annual Recognition Dinner and Awards 
Night honored, among others, a pair of 
firefighters who saved a life.

Each year the charitable organization 
presents a Methuen Firefighter(s) of the 
Year Award, Police Officer(s) of the Year 
Award, Book of Golden Deeds award for 
an exemplary Methuen resident, and So 
Proudly We Hail awards to the resident 
and business who prominently display 
the American flag.

In addition to the Exchange Club 
plaques, recipients received proclama-
tions from state Rep. Linda Dean Camp-
bell, state Sen. Steven Baddour and 
Mayor William Manzi.

This story behind this year’s Fire-
fighters of the Year Award was espe-
cially memorable. On Aug. 23 at 1:15 
pm, Walnut Grove Cemetery supervisor 
Steve Carney was suffering chest pains. 
Methuen EMTs Tim Smith and Brett 
Paolantonio arrived within minutes.

As Smith drove the ambulance and 
kept the victim’s wife calm, Paolantonio 
monitored Carney’s vital signs. En route 

Here’s to local heroes & patriotism!
to Holy Family Hospital, Carney went 
into full cardiac arrest. Smith stopped 
the ambulance and Paolantonio performed 
CPR and used defibrillator paddles to 
shock Carney’s heart back to a normal 
rhythm.

A fully recovered Steve Carney attend-
ed the awards ceremony to thank the EMTs 

who saved his life.
Jamie Moore, who graduated from the 

police academy in 2000, was honored as 
the Police Officer of the Year. Praised by 
Capt. Randy Haggar for his positive atti-
tude, productivity and attendance, Officer 
Moore works as a field training officer. 

The Proudly We Hail (citizen) award 

was bestowed upon Donna and James 
Meaney who fly the American, Massa-
chusetts and POW flags from their Lowell 
Street home.

Mann Orchards received similar kudos 
for being this year’s most patriotic busi-

Methuen Exchange Club award winners are (from left) Josh Fitzgerald and Bill Fitzgerald of Mann Orchards; Arthur Hutton of the 
Methuen Exchange Club; proud flag-flier Jim Meaney and his daughter Sarah; Police Officer of the Year Jamie Moore; and Firefighters 
of the Year Brett Paolantonio and Tim Smith.

Please see HERO, Page 15
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Kids in the Tenney School’s 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning after-school 
program last month got a good lesson on 
staying safe.

Reminding kids to “Stop, drop and roll” 
if their clothes catch on fire, dial 9-1-1 
in case of emergencies and immediately 
leave any area if they see a gun, Methuen 
police and fire officials went through basic 
safety information with the kindergartners 
through sixth-graders. 

The 50 kids involved in the Tenney after-
school program, which offers homework 
help and extra enrichment opportunities, 
are recommended by their teachers. They 
meet Monday through Thursday from 3 to 
5:30 pm and usually work on reading skills, 
arts and crafts projects, and games, so last 
month’s Safety Day was a special treat.

Police Officer Walter Fleming and Fire 
Capt. Mike Buote provided these remind-
ers:

• Cover your eyes during the “Stop, 
Drop and Roll,” so that you don’t get hurt.

• If your house is on fire, get out and stay 
out. Firefighters will go in to save family 
members and pets.

• Stay low to the ground when exiting a 
smoky building.

• If there’s a fire and you’re scared, don’t 
hide! Get outside as fast as you can.

• Always wear a helmet when riding a 
bike or skateboard.

• Never talk to strangers.
• If you’re playing and you find a gun, 

never touch it. Go tell an adult about your 
discovery.

After the discussion, kids got to check 
out the inside of a police cruiser and pre-
tended to put out fires while armed with a 
fire-truck hose.

The 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers Program is also offered at the 
Timony School.

First-grade friends Enmanuel Ventura (left) and 
Manolo Percel pose near the fire-truck’s compart-
ment of axes, shovels and other tools used for fight-
ing fires. Photos by Melissa Fili.

Third-grader Chilisabeth Maestre checks out a water hose, with help from Capt. Mike 
Buote.

Methuen Police Officer Walter Fleming offered tips on 
staying safe, then answered many questions from the 
students.
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors       
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s  Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

 

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec. 
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!Travel 
   Talk

By Jim Keogh
MethuenLife Writer

Of the hundreds of fascinating tourist 
destinations throughout New England, 
unquestionably the most unusual and 
thrilling attraction is the Mount Wash-
ington Cog Railway.

Located in Bretton Woods, N.H., in 
the heart of the White Mountains, this 
was the first mountain cog railway in 
the world. A cog railway has a toothed 
track that allows the train to climb steep 
grades. If you attempted to run a regular 
train up a steep incline, the wheels would 
slip on the smooth rails. Instead, the cog 
railway uses a rack and pinion system 
(think of the interlocking teeth of gears) 
to make it up the hill safely. In this case, 
the “hill” is Mount Washington, the 
highest peak in the northeastern United 
States.

In 1858, Sylvester Marsh approached 
the New Hampshire Legislature in Con-
cord to request permission to build a 
railroad up the rugged slopes on Mount 
Washington to its 6,828-foot summit. Not 
surprisingly, his proposal was considered 
ridiculously impossible. After observing  
a model Marsh used to demonstrate his 
idea for railway, one of the legislators 
quipped that Marsh might as well build a 
“railway to the moon.”

He was granted the permission he 
sought, and after three years of construc-
tion the cog railway was completed. A 
trestle winding its way more than 3 miles 
up the mountain ranges from 3 to 30 feet 
off the ground. The steepest part of the 
tack, known as Jacob’s Ladder, is the 
second steepest such track in the world 
(the steepest is at Mount Pilatus in Swit-
zerland). In New Hampshire, the grade is 
37.4 percent. At that incline, the heads of 
passengers in the front of the railroad car 
are 13 feet higher than the heads of those 

The Mount Washington Cog Railway is designed to climb to the top of the highest peak in 
the northeastern United States. This New Hampshire tourist attraction has been operat-
ing since 1869. Courtesy photo.

in the rear of the car.
It takes roughly three hours to make 

the round-trip up and down Mount Wash-
ington. This includes an hour stop at the 
summit. Each trip requires more than 1 
ton of coal and 1,000 gallons of water 
to move the 18-ton engine and its one 
coach to the top. The train stops halfway 
up the mountain to take on water. From 
there, trains pass along a complex series 
of switches that allow trains to pass one 
another on the tracks. There are seven 
different trains able to carry passengers 
up and down Mount Washington, and 
they are used depending on demand. In 
2008, new bio-diesel locomotives were 
added to the fleet supplementing coal-
fueled locomotives. This will help dimin-
ish emissions and will lessen the wasteful 
use of fossil fuels.

Views from the train feature a vari-
ety of flora and fauna, deep ravines and 
breathtaking vistas of the Presidential 
Range. On a clear day, the view from the 
summit can include the Atlantic Ocean, 
Vermont, New York, Maine and Canada. 
On not-so-clear days, the train literally 
ascends above the clouds.

At the foot of the mountain, visitors 
can spend time at the base station gift shop 
and a cafeteria-stle restaurant. Generally, 
the cog railway operates from Memorial 
Day until late October. In 2009, the adult 
fare is $59. Children 4 to 12 years of age 
pay $39. Children under 4 are free if they 
sit on an adult’s lap.

Experience the cog railway for your-
self. It’s a pleasant drive to Bretton Woods 
from Methuen. Our company is plan-
ning a one-day trip next year which will 
include the transportation from Methuen, 
a ride on the cog railway and lunch.
  
Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center of Methuen.
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Joseph D. Uliano, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

            Real Estate Attorney
• Purchase & Refinance Closings
• Preparation/Negotiation of Purchase 
  & Sale Agreements
• Buyer, Seller, & Lender Representation
• Title Examinations
• Resolution of Title Issues
• Short Sale/Loan Modifications
• Foreclosed Properties

978-729-4527 • E-Mail: juliano@alavibraza.com

By John Basilesco
MethuenLife Writer

The reopening of the Route 28 bridge over Route 213 translates into a major relief 
for motorists who put up with traffic snarls and delays for months while the old bridge 
was demolished and rebuilt.

Motorists and residents who live or work near the construction site are thrilled 
that the $10 million state project has been completed 17 months ahead of schedule. It 
reopened last month.

For Gail and Robert Foster, who live in the midst of the construction site, it means an 
end to honking horns and backed-up traffic outside their home on Route 28 (Broadway), 
where they also operate a business called Dube Lock Company.

“It was difficult,” Gail Foster said about 
the construction. “But the bridge had to be 
addressed, like it or not. Customers had 
a hard time getting in and out. (During 
construction) there was backed-up traffic and 
people’s horns honking. I have a lot of elderly 
customers. They would see the orange barrels 
and be afraid to stop, worried that they might 
be going the wrong way. “

For some residents, night construction 
over the summer was really unbearable.

The noise made it hard for Linda and Den-
nis Yuele to get a good night’s sleep. They 
live on Nevins Road behind the Hillside 
Acre Animal Cemetery on Route 28, a short 
distance from the bridge.

“For me, it was a matter of not being able 
to get to sleep,” Dennis Yuele said. “It seems 
like a new shift was starting at 11 pm, which 
is right when I was going to sleep. The sound 
of jack-hammers and something that sounded 
like a pile driver caused a lot of noise. It was 

an hour to an hour and a half before I finally (fell asleep).”
Like many others on the Massachusetts side of the border, Dennis Yuele uses the 

Route 28 bridge to get to tax-free Salem, N.H., to go shopping. Others use it to get to 
Interstate 495 or Interstate 93 via Route 213.

Gail and Robert Foster are thrilled with the early opening of the new Route 28 bridge 
over Route 213 in Methuen. During construction, the couple had to endure honking 
horns and backed-up traffic outside their home and business on Route 28, located in the 
midst of the construction site.          Photo by John Basilesco.

OVERJOYED
about the

OVERPASS
Motorists, residents applaud early completion of Route 28 bridge

“I think everyone who uses 28 to get to Salem is happy that the new bridge is (open),” 
Yuele said.  “The traffic patterns were changing daily over the past seven to eight weeks. 
Police did a fantastic job of directing traffic around heavy equipment that was constantly 
backing out and maneuvering around the construction.”

Police Chief Katherine Lavigne said she is happy about the early completion of the 
project. For several months, motorists have been using temporary bridges, with one lane 
in each direction.

“This project was scheduled to continue much into the next year, and we’re fortunate 
they were able to complete it ahead of schedule,” she said.

Lavigne said police did a good job of rerouting traffic. While this “minimized the 
negative affect on motorists, it still was an inconvenience for motorists,” she said.

Police will continue monitoring and directing traffic while all of the construction 

See BRIDGE, Page 5

“For me, it was a matter 
of not being able to get to 
sleep. It seems like a new 
shift was starting at 11 
pm, which is right when 
I was going to sleep. 
The sound of jack-ham-
mers and something that 
sounded like a pile driver 
caused a lot of noise.”
~ Dennis Yuele, who lives 
near the work site and 
found out last summer that 
night construction and 
open windows don’t mix.

230 Pleasant St., 
Executive Park

Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-2400
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Call today for the personal
service you deserve.603-635-3222 sales • 603-635-2574 auto body

Rte. 28 Corner of Old Bridge St. Pelham, NH 03076
www.salem66.com

Modern State of the Art Body Shop
Specializing in Collision Repair

Frame & Uni-body Straighting • Painting

SignS
Pin StriPing
Lettering

Air bruShing

978-691-5869

TB Woekel Construction

•Roofing •Siding•Windows•Doors
•Kitchens•Baths•Additions•Decks

•Finish Carpentry
Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services

     Serving Mass. and NH     FREE ESTIMATES        

508-397-5991

For All Your Home Improvement Needs

Best of the Festival
“The Santa Express” by Karen, Victoria, 
Joshua, Jared, Julia & Frank Small

Most Beautiful
1. “Ice Fairies” by The Loop
2. “Rejoice” by Sharon Pollard and Tom 
Lussier
3. “Golden Delicious” by Mann Orchards
‑
Best Use of Lighting
1. “A Ruby Red Christmas” by Mary Lou 
Nash & Maureen Pollard
2. “Abracadabra… A Magical Christmas 
Tree” by Lisa Alaimo
3. “The Peppermint Express” by Vicky Lavi-
gne and Nadia Dietz

Best Tree Done By Children
1. “Monkey…ing Around” by The Chapel 
School
2. “A New Beginning …” by Little Sprouts
3. “The Jacket I Wear in the Snow” by Ten-
ney Grammar School

Best Children's Theme
1. “Fairy Dreams” by Dr. Maritza Morell
2. “Cuddle Up with the Wild Things” by 

Kindred Spirits
3. “… and Visions of Sweet Pop Stars 
Danced in Their Heads” by Girl Scout Troop 
60768

Best Use of Theme
1. “Christmas in Camelot” by Catherine 
George, Haley, Morgan & Kenny Pollard
2. “Pawsitively Purrfect Christmas Tree” by 
River Road Veterinary Hospital
3. “His and Hers” by Joe Spanos Productions 
- Justiceof the Peace - Videography

Best Mini Tree
1. “A Fortune-ate Christmas” by Leigh 
Snell
2. “If the Shoe Fits ...” by Martha and Frank 
Welch
3. “Nutcracker Sweet” by Sharon Pollard & 
Tom Lussier

Best Tree Skirt/Under the Tree Display
1. “Cookin' It Up at Christmas” by Sherie 
Fair & Maureen Ridenour in memory of 
Betty Basha & Betty Saba
2. “Santa Away - Elves Holiday” by Marie 
Woodhead Kostoulakos & Meredith Flynn
3. “Mele Kalikimaka” by Comprehensive 

Grammar School

Best Top of Tree Display
1. “I'm Dreaming of a White Mountain Christ-
mas” by The Family of Denise Duquette 
Bocash, in memorium
2. “Sugar and Spice” by Rick & Mary-Ellen 
Beshara, Rob & Erin Prindle, Brad Beshara 
& Gisette Cabrera
3. “Happy Holidays Hawaiian Style” by 
Christine & Kyle Ludwig and Carol Palme-
giano

Most Creative/Unique
1. “The Santa Express” by Karen, Victoria, 
Joshua, Jared, Julia & Frank Small
2. “Revenge of the Christmas Trees” by The 
Humbug Society
3. “Bee Happy” by Scott's Auto & Truck 
Service, Methuen

Most Traditional
1. “Glisten” by Methuen Board of Trade
2. “Here Comes Santa Claus” by The Duquette 
Family in memory of Olive Duquette
3. “All ‘Red’dy for Christmas!” by Rick 
Coco RE/MAX Partners

           Home Care Etc.
“Private care for the elderly in their home”
•24 Hour         •Live Ins         •Daily Care

        •Overnights     •Companions   •Respite
Best Rates in the Merrimack Valley

978-691-5949          978-375-4508

The Methuen-based business Butlers 
& Bars is used to whipping up a fantastic 
party – complete with incredible food, 
savory drinks and non-stop service – for 
its clients. But last month B&B hosted 
one heck of a shin-dig in Methuen Square, 
toasting none other than itself!

The bartending-catering-event-plan-
ning business, founded by busy mom Deb 
Ingalls in 2004, had outgrown its most 
recent River Street location in a mere six 
months. The downtown bash, held beneath 
an L-shape of tents on Hampshire Street, 
celebrated the business’ move to part of 
the building that houses Andrews Travel. 
The wait staff continually mingled with 
the crowd, offering plate after plate of 
food, and guests indulged in the open bar 
and a swingin’ dance floor.

“I started Butlers & Bars part-time in 
2004 because I felt there was a need for 
personalized service in the beverage/cater-
ing industry,” Ingalls explains.

She worked 15 years in human resourc-
es where she planned company parties and 
events. She realized that people needed 
“hand-holding help” and that they looked 
for a true, experienced event planner when 
it came to weddings and cocktail parties. 
Less stress for a client makes everyone's 

life easier, she believes.
Some of the local public events she 

has overseen include the Festival of Trees 
Premier Night (2005 to 2007), former 
Mayor Sharon Pollard’s Inaugural Ball 
and a slew of events at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill.

“We offer that personalized service 
that you don't always see at many func-
tion halls. We get to know exactly what 

our clients want and work with them on 
every detail imaginable,” says Ingalls. 
“We travel all over New England, New 
Hampshire and Maine. We can provide 
the venues, caterers, bartenders, wait staff, 
DJs, wedding cakes, chocolate fountains, 
expresso bars, ice sculptures, invitations, 
photographers, videographers, limousine 
services, et cetera, et cetera.”
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BUSINESS BRAVOS

Dear Susie,
Thanks for your letter. I’ll tell Mrs. Claus you were asking for her. 
Since you have been good all year, I will be bringing you everything you wanted 
for Christmas. 

Susie Savealot
One Main Street
Your Town , MA

The only thing I ask of you is to open it at The Savings Bank. They’ve been on
my “nice list” since 1869.
    Love, Santa

Celebrating 140 Years

A free checking account  A free debit card
No minimum balance  Free estatements
            Unlimited check writing

Methuen • Andover • North Reading • Wakefield • Lynnfield • North Pole
www.tsbawake24.com • 800-246-2009 • Member FDIC/DIF

Butlers & Bars throws its own party!

Continued on Page 11

Tremblay is nurse
practitioner at Prescott

Kim Tremblay of Methuen is now 
working as the nurse practitioner at 
Prescott House in North Andover. She 
will be responsible for providing daily 
hands-on medical care, educating patients 
on their needs upon returning home and 
provide family communications.

Tremblay holds a master's degree in 
nursing and has more than 30 years of 
experience as a nurse, including 12 years 
as a nurse practitioner. She also worked 
with adults and adolescents in in-patient 
rehabilitation at Northeast Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Prescott offers short-term rehabilita-
tion, Alzheimer's/dementia and long-term 
care units.

NECC honors Boucher
Charlene Boucher of Methuen earned 

the Employee Recognition Award at 
Northern Essex Community College.

Boucher, coordinator for Life Long 
Learning for nearly five years, was nomi-
nated by co-worker Kathy Ronaldson 
who praised her.

“Charlene has worked diligently to 
increase community awareness of the 

Pausing by the ice-sculptured butler during Butlers & Bars’ downtown opening celebra-
tion are (from left) Cindy Laney of Catering To You, Methuen resident and Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce President Jim Jajuga, Butlers & Bars owner Deborah Ingalls, A 
Hot Dish Catering’s Jennifer Broberg and Simply Elegant Catering’s owner Sam Ambra of 
Haverhill.      Photos by Steve Whipple.

Enjoying the catered food are (from 
left) Pam Lathrop and Donald Chapelle, 
with Methuen’s Lisa and Glenn Prezzano. 
Glenn is the editor and publisher of Mer-
rimack Valley Magazine.

Bringing the laughs are (from left) Ericka 
Crabtree, Kyle Romano and Celia Defeudis 
of Creative Hair, across the street from 
Butlers & Bars.

Please see BUTLER, Page 11
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From the Hill to the Valley
By Methuen Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Solo power to cut
budget does not

belong to governor

The Legislature wrapped up this ses-
sion with vigorous debate on the issue of 
whether to empower the governor with 
additional authority to make selective bud-
get cuts without legislative concurrence or 
override authority. While budget cuts are 
absolutely necessary at this time and will 
be voted upon on this last day of formal 
session, they need to come from the House 
of Representatives and forwarded along to 
the Senate.  

Certainly our Constitution is very clear 
in this regard in order to ensure that there 
is vital debate on how taxpayer money is 
to be spent, priorities established and cuts 
imposed. I am thankful that most of my 
colleagues share this viewpoint.   

While it is not possible as I write to pro-
vide specifics, as we will debate the issues 
throughout the night, it is safe to predict 
that there will be approximately three to 
five-hundred million dollars in budget cuts 
necessary to lower the Commonwealth’s 
debt burden to preserve our bond rating and 

prepare for a very slow recovery, which I 
am pleased to report is extremely sound 
fiscal policy.

I will continue to push legislation I filed 
to slow down foreclosures in our Common-
wealth, as unemployment will cause unac-
ceptable rates of foreclosures in coming 
months while financial institutions receiv-
ing bailout monies do little to nothing to 
assist homeowners.   

Clearly, the most important House leg-
islation of this past session has been that of 
reforms in the areas of campaign finance, 
ethics, lobbying, pensions and transporta-
tion. We dealt with the worst budget crisis 
in a generation, protected citizens from toll 
increases and passed a veterans assistant 
package that rightly extends the financial 
support for veterans in the Commonwealth 
serving multiple deployments overseas. 
This legislation also makes it easier for vet-
erans to vote while deployed and prepares 
the way for more housing for an aging 
veteran population.

The legislative session starting in Janu-

ary 2010 will be equally challenging as 
we will debate complex issues and leg-
islation in the areas of education reform, 
CORI reform and expanded gambling in 
the Commonwealth. I also expect to be 
debating further budget cuts. But I assure 
you I am going to also be working with my 
colleagues to look at ways to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy.    

These issues will no doubt be very 
contentious and I hope you will con-
tact me with your thoughts, analysis and 
opinion. In closing, I wish you peace 
and good health in the coming year.  
    State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell can be 
reached at Room 174, State House, Bos-
ton, MA  02133-1054, by phone at (617) 
722-2877 or by e-mail at Rep.Linda.Dean-
Campbell@Hou.State.MA.US.
   

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell read a 
story to preschoolers at the Methuen 
branch of the YMCA during a recent visit. 
Courtesy photo.

“INSURANCE TALK”
with Nancy Greenwood

WCCM  RADIO 1110 AM
Dec. 14 & 28 ~ Jan. 11 & 25 ~11:05 am -12 pm
Tune in to discuss  a variety of insurance topics.

JOIN US AT:
978-687-8005 or 1-877-687-8005

www.1110wccmam.com

NANCY GREENWOOD SMITH
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Highest Quality Insurance Service

978-683-7676
800-498-7675

11 Haverhill St., Methuen
Ronald Briggs•Nancy Greenwood

Insurances:
•Auto •Fire •Life
•Homeowners

Affordable Rates
 and...HOTLINE - Daily 12-1pm

211 Merrimack St., Methuen, MA
978.655.1051

around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen

Peter Pellerin
Field Agent

978-228-8629
peter.pellerin@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic families since 1882

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

USMC Eric Currier
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Last month Mayor Neil Perry announced 
the launch of a new outreach campaign, 
“Methuen Saves Energy,” focused on help-
ing residents, small businesses and nonprof-
its reduce their electricity and gas usage and 
expenses.   

According to a press release, the cam-
paign is the outgrowth of the City of 
Methuen being named a 2020 Municipal 
Partner with National Grid and Columbia 
Gas, sponsors of the Mass Save® program. 
The partnership opens up energy and budget 
savings for Methuen residents and small 
businesses and furthers the city's commit-
ment to reduce its carbon footprint as a 
Massachusetts Green Community. There 
is a limited-time opportunity for Methuen 
residents to receive approved insulation at 
no cost for their homes if they get an energy 
assessment by July 31 and complete work 
by Nov. 30 (there is normally a 25% co-pay-
ment). This is an opportunity for landlords 
to improve their buildings even if the ener-
gy savings will go to their tenants who pay 
the heating bills.

Through the partnership, the city is join-
ing forces with the 501(c)3 nonprofit All In 
Energy to increase participation in the cam-
paign and ensure programs are accessible 
for all Methuen families and small business-
es. All In Energy will be helping English- 
and Spanish-speaking residents - both rent-
ers and homeowners - living in 1- to 4-unit 
buildings participate in this new municipal 
program. Property owners of buildings with 
more than 5 units can also benefit from the 
Mass Save® program. Learn more about 
the Mass Save® Multifamily Program at 

masssave.com.
All In Energy is supporting the city with 

its outreach strategy and materials and 
collaboration with local organizations who 
would like to help their constituents access 
the Mass Save® residential and small busi-
ness programs. Residents may see the All 
In Energy staff tabling at events and retail 
locations, once it is safe again to do so, or 
may receive a phone call from All In Energy 
on behalf of the city. 

Through the partnership with the city, All 
In Energy and its partners at Neeeco and 
Homeworks Energy, Mass Save® Partici-
pating Home Performance Contractors, will 
provide Mass Save® no-cost home energy 
assessments. These assessments are cur-
rently being offered virtually to ensure they 
are safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
When you sign up, you speak with an ener-
gy specialist on the phone or a video chat 
to explore opportunities to save energy and 
money at home. This may include receiving 
eligible instant-savings measures like LED 
light bulbs, high-efficiency shower heads 
and programmable thermostats at no cost to 
you. Additionally, the Mass Save® program 
is offering 100% off of approved insulation 
for residents who have their no-cost virtual 
home-energy assessment before the end of 
July. The partnership between the city and 
All In Energy aims to support hundreds of 
Methuen renters in accessing energy-saving 
services. 

There are also opportunities for small 
businesses and nonprofits who can access 
a no-cost energy assessment for their build-
ings as well, and receive an even broader set 

of energy-efficiency upgrades and savings 
opportunities. Through Aug. 31, because of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mass Save® 
Small Business program is offering virtu-
al assessments with a 100% discount on 
approved weatherization and eligible build-
ing system controls. Learn more at www.
masssave.com/en/saving/business-rebates/
energy-saving-solutions-for-small-busi-
nesses.

"As a new Green Community, Methuen 
has set a goal of reducing energy use at city 
facilities by 20%. We look forward to work-
ing with All In Energy and the Mass Save® 
Program Sponsors to support our residents, 
business owners, and nonprofits in saving 
energy and money,” said Mayor Perry. “Join 
us in building a more sustainable, environ-
ment-friendly Methuen.”

“Massachusetts has nation-leading public 
energy-savings programs which we pay for 
on utility bills. We know that right now, 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, people are 
spending more time at home and money is 
tight for many families. This program is a 
great opportunity to reduce costs and make 
homes and buildings more comfortable 
and efficient,” said Rouwenna Altemose, 
co-executive director of programs at All In 
Energy.

The Municipal Partnership program 
builds on a number of other Methuen pro-
grams focused on renewable energy and 
energy efficiency. The city has completed 
or is under way with energy assessments 
at all its building facilities. With $268,640 
Green Community grant funds from the 
Mass. Dept. of Energy Resources this year, 

Methuen has undertaken energy-efficiency 
measures at Nevins Library, the Timony 
School, the Water Treatment Plant, Central 
Fire Station, North Fire Station and Bolduc 
Street Sewer Pumping Station. An Electric 
Vehicle charging station is coming online at 
Nevins Library and more stations in the city 
are planned. LED Lighting conversions and 
heating/cooling equipment upgrades are in 
planning and design at the Searles Building.

Your Business Card Ad Here for 
About a Dollar a Day!

Call Sue at 603-898-2576

R.A.J. Realty               Hampshire Road Self-Storage
11 Pine Street       9 Hampshire Road
Methuen, MA 01844                          Salem, NH 03079

Self-Storage

Mailing Address      Tel. (603) 894-4631
P.O. Box 5              (800) 891-4631
Methuen, MA 01844      Fax (603) 894-4638               

Business Stock and Household Goods

  www.hampshireroadstorage.com
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Forest Street Union Church 

“Celebrating Diversity” 

15 Forest Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 
(978) 683-8523

Sunday Service 
10 am

www.foreststreetucc.org

Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

      Lawrence      978-688-6182
      Haverhil l      978-521-5653
      Amesbury      978-388-4044  
      No. Andover      978-794-8118
      Salem, NH      603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.COM

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATToRNEy MARk FoRd

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani  * Peter Laudani Sr.  * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen     978-686-0372

   
    Insured
                Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments        
     •Slipcovers •Cushions    

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some 
GOOD NEWS? 

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.    Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2004

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and 

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone 

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on 

  Methuen Cable Television, 

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 13th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2011

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS
• SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

284 Main St. (Route 97) Salem, NH
978-683-9000

Television & 
Appliances

• NAMEPLATES
• BADGES
• SIGNS
• RUBBER STAMPS

• LABELS
• T-SHIRTS
• SWEATSHIRTS
• AWARDS

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, Methuen, MA 01844
Phone:  978-687-1111   Fax:  978-687-4477

Email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net  •  www.sunsetengravers.net

ENGRAVERS AND SILKSCREENERS

• NAMEPLATES
• BADGES
• SIGNS
• RUBBER STAMPS

• LABELS
• T-SHIRTS/SWEATSHIRTS
• INVITATIONS
• AWARDS

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, Methuen, MA 01844
Phone:  978-687-1111   Fax:  978-687-4477

Email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net  •  www.sunsetengravers.net

SUNSET

EngravErs and silkscrEEnErs

Couture’s 
Mobile Small Engine Repair
  We Come To You
    978-912-4716

Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

Email: garycouture62@yahoo.com

Couture’s
Small Engine Repair
19 Bennett Street
Lawrence, MA 01841
978-305-7034
978-912-4716
Email: couturesmallenginerepair@gmail.com

• All Work 
  Guaranteed
• We Service 
  All Makes

Quality Work At
     Awesome Prices

Expires 7/31/2020

SAVE $10
ON LAWNMOWER 

TUNEUPS!

Houses - Decks - Walkways
Pools - Patios - Etc!

Free estimates
Call Bob (603) 475-7716

Pressure Washing

GET STARTED
*No-cost home energy assess-

ments are being offered virtually 
to ensure they are safe during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. There 
is a limited-time opportunity for 
Methuen residents to receive 
approved insulation at no cost for 
their homes if they get an ener-
gy assessment by July 31 Resi-
dents can get started in English 
or Spanish at MethuenSaves.org.

*Business owners and nonprof-
it leaders can access a no-cost 
energy assessment for their build-
ings as well, and receive an even 
broader set of energy-efficiency 
upgrades and savings opportuni-
ties. Through Aug. 31, the Mass 
Save® Small Business program 
is offering virtual assessments 
with a 100% discount on approved 
weatherization and eligible build-
ing system controls. Learn more 
at masssave.com.

Free energy assessments for residents, businesses & nonprofits
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Mouth-watering, musical fun as Casa Blanca turns 2!Mouth-watering, musical fun as Casa Blanca turns 2!

Dining in the Valley

FOR ILLNESS OR INJURY ON-SITE X-RAY

 WE'RE HERE FOR YOU.
7 DAYS A WEEK.

ONGOING CORONAVIRUS TESTING

American Family Care
URGENT CARE

MON-FRI 8am-8pm: SAT & SUN 8am-5pm
afcurgentcaremethuen.com

Services 
Offered

CORONAVIRUS 
TESTING

NOW 
OFFERING 
ANTIBODY 
TESTING

129  Turnpike St.
North Andover, MA

 978-470-0800

380R Merrimack St. 
Methuen, MA
978-975-0700


