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History, continued from page 12

into the system,” he explained. “Two pumps 
in this building ran until the 1930s, then 
there was a complete overhaul. We tried to 
keep up with demand. The town grew so 
much by the 1940s, we couldn’t keep good 
quality water in the system.”
  Laurenza says that in 1940, Methuen built 

a pump station -- the tiny red-brick facility 
at 1 Broadway (the original MAN Inc. 
headquarters). It contained 2 large pumps 
and a 12-inch water line. For the next 40 
years, “we bought water from Lawrence 
until we built our own treatment plant.”
  That plant on Burnham Road opened 

in the early 1980s. Methuen’s Water 
Department has consistently rated in the top 
20 percent for water quality and reporting to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, per 
the city web site.                 
  “Today (Methuen is) getting water from 

the Merrimack River and the standards 
are much higher than they were in the old 
days,” Laurenza said. “In the old station in 
the 1940s, we could pump up to 1 million 
gallons of water a day. Now we have over 
18,000 water services (a connection to a 
50-unit apartment building is considered 
a single service). The population is just 
under 50,000 in Methuen and we do over 
10 million gallons on a hot August day with 
everyone watering their lawns and filling 
pools.”
  In the Central District, the original 

part of the city, there are still pipes from 
the 1800s pushing water through. And 
working in a 125-year-old building can be 
challenging for the department’s 18 Cross 
Street employees.
  “The mayor has a feasibility study to 

replace some public works building, which 
would upgrade this dramatically,” Laurenza 

said.
  He looks beyond the less-than-stellar 

office space, though, knowing his 
department’s work provides a basic life 
necessity to this city.
  “We’ve always had a good crew of men 

and women through the years. We’re proud 
to be here for these 125 years,” Laurenza 
said. “It’s not just a job, it’s a profession.”

~ By Nancy Reardon and Melissa Fili

Maintenance worker John Sciuto is shown 
with some items found underground after 
a leak or broken meter was detected.  

Morgan Kucharski, 4, and big sister Britton, 
6, stand beside a gate valve used to control 
the flow of water. Checking out the hot-top roller is Benny 

Hadley,12. Benny's dad Steven works for 
the Water Department.

Daryl Laurenza (right) gives a tour to City Councilors Jessica Finocchiaro and Lynn Vidler 
and Chuck and Sandy Martineau. 

John Sciuto explains different water meters, dating as far back as the 1960s. Rotted holes 
(right) appear on underground pipes when drops of water corrode the metal over several 
decades.

Getting a kick out of climbing onto a ladder-hauling truck are (front, from left) Garrett 
Lannon, 4; Quintin Soucy, 20 months; Henry Lannon, 5; (standing, from left) Kyle DiGloria, 
8; and Devin Bragg, Alex VanPraet, Vince DiGloria and Gavin O'Connell, all 10.
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By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Like many Methuen residents, I’m a 
Lawrence transplant.

I was raised in the South Lawrence 
tenement where my dad was born (yes, 
IN the house) and where my parents still 
proudly live. While I moved to Methuen in 
1995 after getting married – to a Lawrence 
boy – the city has remained an integral 
part of my life these past 23 years. It’s 
where I visit friends and relatives, satisfy 
food cravings, keep holiday traditions alive, 
cruise down memory lane ...

That’s why last month’s unfathomable 
natural-gas crisis in Greater Lawrence hit 
home for me. Beyond the fact that my 
parents were in the midst of the danger, I 
know first-hand those streets, those houses 
and those people who were all in peril. 
Through the years, Lawrence has gotten 
plenty of bad press for crime, crookedness, 
poverty and problems. For many folks, 
especially outsiders, there’s only negativity 
affiliated with the city. But that’s not the 
Lawrence I know and love.

My Lawrence is comprised of GREAT 
PEOPLE: Family members, cops, 
neighbors, teachers, childhood friends, 
business owners, church-goers and, yes, 
even elected officials. The residents I 
know are upstanding, hard-working and 
generous. Whether they live there, work 
there or both, people believe in Lawrence. 

Are there challenges, often of monumental 
proportion? Of course. But I know so 
many who address these issues head-on 
and do what they can to make life better for 
Lawrencians.

My Lawrence is loaded with BEAUTY: 
From swaths of colorful perennials and 
bursting backyard veggie gardens to the 
rows of tidy homes in the rolling Mount 
Vernon neighborhood, there’s a reason many 

of us lovingly refer to South Lawrence as 
“God’s country.” Life beneath the water 
towers brings me comfort – whether it’s 
sitting in my old bedroom beside a hissing 
radiator or biting into a gooey steak, cheese 
and mushroom from Jim’s Subs. 

  My Lawrence is a place to CELEBRATE 
LIFE: The Feast of the Three Saints, St. 
Paddy’s Day at the Hibernian, surprise 
parties at the Elks, street-hockey victory 

drinks at the Rocky Club, bar-hopping 
the night before Thanksgiving, Christmas 
Eve at St. Patrick’s Church … get ready to 
meet up with grammar-school friends, Little 
League teammates, friendly faces of all 
ages from the neighborhood. This is classic 
Lawrence.

The shock of the gas explosions, fires and 
evacuations was sudden and surreal. And so 
was the outpouring of help – especially 
from my “new” hometown of Methuen. 

It was amazing to see the sheer volume 
of donations being collected during the 
Methuen High football game and in the 
PMA gym; nonprofit groups like Debbie’s 
Treasure Chest rallying to round up 
clothing, toiletries and gift cards; businesses 
like Latitudes offering a place to take a 
hot shower and Muddy Waters hosting 
a fund-raiser, just to name a few. It was 
heartwarming to see Methuen rallying 
around Lawrence during such a dire time 
– my adult-life community coming to the 
rescue of my childhood safe ground.

There’s a long road ahead for the victims 
of this crisis. As temperatures dip, the 
concept of no heat, hot showers or stove 
until Nov. 19 is unfathomable. I’m worried. 

But I’m proud of both my hometowns. 
Methuen rallied to answer the call in an 
unprecedented time of need. And Lawrence 
will, once again, weather the storm. 

Melissa Fili is MethuenLife’s managing 
editor.   

Ranger Nation rallied to help the victims of the natural-gas crisis by collecting supplies 
during a home football game. Two vanfuls of goods were delivered to the Lawrence 
Senior Center by athletic director Matt Curran. MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili

A tale of 2 cities, & both are my home
Reflection on natural-gas tragedy

“It’s been a long time coming - 10 years 
easy since we started clearing it,” said 
Methuen Rail Trail President Tim Vermette, 
in regards to the paving project along the 
2.4-mile route which is about a month away 
from completion.

“The whole length has been paved, but 
it’s base paving,” he explained. “They’ll 
finish with a top coat along the entire trail.”

Other finishing touches include 
landscaping and placing brickwork at the 
train depot, removing gravel, and spreading 
top soil and grass seed along the sides of 
the trail.

The project started in the spring and 
continued all summer.  Folks were asked to 
stay off the trail while the work was going 
on, but apparently some just couldn’t stay 

away.
“On nights and weekends, people have 

been using it,” Vermette said. “But (Kodiak 
Corporation of Lawrence) has been good 
about it. It’s OK as long as you’re not 
walking where they’re physically working.”

See you soon on the Rail Trail!

~ Melissa Fili

Rail Trail paving project wrapping up!
RAIL TRAIL EVENTS

Oct. 6: Trail Cleanup. Help the 
alliance clean up the trail for the 
end of the season. Meet at the VFW 
parking lot near Union St., 8:30am. 
Bring gloves; water and snacks will 
be provided.

Oct. 9: Monthly meeting at Nevins 
Library, 7pm.

Oct: 20: Monthly Trail Walk. Come 
walk on the – hopefully – fully paved 
trail, 8:30am. Park at the VFW lot 
nearest Union St.

Oct. 21: Monthly Moonwalk. A brisk 
walk under the moonlight, 6pm. Park 
at the IHOP parking area (Route 28, 
Salem, NH) nearest the trail. Bring 
water and a flashlight and dress for 
the weather.

Events may be canceled for 
inclement weather. Check the Rail 
Trail’s Facebook page for any 
changes. 

The northern end of the trail is shown, with topsoil on the 
siding. Courtesy photos

The train depot area is coming together nicely!
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THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Firefighter Juan Posada (left, shown with 
Chief Tim Sheehy) retired last spring after 
over 31 years on the department. Posada 
was known as a steadfast worker and 
dedicated firefighter - someone his brother 
firefighters have always been able to rely on 
to do the job the right way.

Police Lt. Frank Korn (left, shown with Chief Joseph Solomon) 
has retired after 32 years of dedicated service. Since 1986, 
Korn worked his way up the ranks and held positions within 
the Field Operations Bureau, the Support Services Bureau, 
the Training Unit and eventually the Court Services Unit, 
where he served until his retirement. He is a certified firearms 
and Taser instructor with the Massachusetts Criminal Justice 
Training Council and was a department sniper. Korn was 
known as a mentor to young officers and a caring person to 
friends and strangers alike in times of crisis. 

Lt. Brian McCarthy (center) has retired after three decades of service to the Methuen Fire Department. Firefighters past 
and present gathered recently to honor his incredible work over the years and wish him well in the next chapter of his 
life. Courtesy photos

ALL GOOD NEWS. ALL METHUEN.
WHAT A CONCEPT!

Thanks for reading MethuenLife 
& supporting our advertisers!

Former Methuen High School student-
athlete Ashley Horan (Class of 2014) has 
been named 2018 UMass-Lowell Lacrosse 
Defender of the Year. As a senior this past 
spring, Horan started all 16 games and 
registered 19 caused turnovers, 20 ground 
balls and 9 draw controls. 

  The 22-year-old Horan recently 
graduated from UMass Lowell with 3.5 
GPA and is now a registered nurse at Lahey 
Clinic. She serves as a terrific role model 
for current MHS athletes hoping to pursue 
sports in college and a fitting subject for a 
Sports Blitz Q and A.

Sports Blitz: What will you take away 
from your UMass-Lowell student-athlete 
experience?

Ashley Horan: It far exceeded my 
expectations. Being a starter all four years, 
I quickly had to learn how to lead and be 
an example even though most of the girls 
had a lot more experience in lacrosse. 
The friendships I made along the way are 
certainly what I’ll remember the most. 

SB: Did you set certain goals for 
yourself coming out of high school?

AH: I didn’t set any goals coming out 
of high school. I think that may have been 
why it felt so much easier to achieve what 
I achieved. I feel like I never really put 
that pressure on myself. I think it was my 

competitive nature more than anything that 
helped me achieve. 

SB: What was the Division 1 college 
lacrosse experience like?

AH: I am very thankful for my head 
coach, Carissa Medeiros, for giving me the 
opportunity and taking a chance with me. 
Playing for a first-year program made up 
of mostly freshmen, we didn’t have any 
upperclassmen telling us what we should 
and shouldn’t do. The bonds I formed with 
all my teammates were amazing. I spent the 
majority of my time with these girls between 

lift, practice and team events, and even our 
free time. I can thank college lacrosse for 
giving me some of my best friends. 

SB: How did being a student-athlete at 
MHS prepare you for college?

AH: MHS taught me how to balance 
my athletics and academics. Growing up 
as a gymnast, lacrosse was my first team 
sport. I had a lot to learn about competing 
for everyone around me instead of myself. 
Academically, MHS prepared me a lot. 
You’re expected to show up every day and 
be the best you can. Honors and AP classes 
helped a lot with my academic discipline 
and my ability to balance sports and school. 

SB: What does the Defender of the 
Year award mean to you?

AH: It meant so much to me. I quickly 
stepped into a role of having to be a 
leader. By my senior year, I was extremely 
confident in my lacrosse IQ and physical 
abilities. To earn that honor my senior 
year and know that my teammates and my 
coaches felt that way is really rewarding. 

SB: When did you know that you 
wanted to pursue nursing as a career?

AH: It wasn’t until the end of my 
sophomore year. I was going to take a path 
to become a physicians’ assistant, but nurses 
are the primary role in patient care because 

they spend the most time at the patient’s 
bedside. Being able to make a person feel 
comfortable and cared for at a time they feel 
most vulnerable is a very special thing to be 
able to do for a living. 

SB: Talk about your relationship with 
your twin sister, former MHS student-
athlete Shaley. 

AH: She is my Number 1 supporter. I can 
attribute a lot of my success academically to 
her. During times I felt like I was drowning 
in school and lacrosse, she’d remind me of 
the exam we had later that week or the paper 
we had due. We’ve always done everything 
together. Playing lacrosse in college was 
one of the first things I did without her, but 
now we’re back together again, since she’s 
my co-worker at Lahey Clinic!

SB: What advice would you give to 
current MHS athletes looking to play 
sports in college?

AH: The most important thing is time 
management. Balancing everything is 
extremely difficult, but it taught me a lot 
about self-discipline. You have fun playing 
the sport you love and being surrounded by 
your teammates, but college sports are very 
serious. Trying to have some kind of a social 
life certainly keeps you sane as well. It’s 
important to stay focused and manage your 
time appropriately. 

Ashley Horan named Lacrosse Defender of the Year!

Ashley Horan
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Fireside, continued from 26

“Thanks to the new entrance-way, if 
(customers) don’t want to go through the 
bar area, they can enter right into the dining 
area,” says Derek. “Everyone loves it. The 
outpouring has been excellent; the first few 
weeks we re-opened we had waiting lines 
out the door.”

Tom and Pauline’s grandparents, Stanley 
and Mary Swerchesky, partnered with Paul 
and Norma Robinson to purchase the clam 
shack/tavern in May 1954.

The next generation, Joseph and Julia 
Swerchesky, bought out the Robinsons.

Their children, Tom and Pauline, then 
took over with Tom managing the Fireside 
since 1973.

“I’m the fourth generation and we 
wanted people to know we’ll be around a 
long time,” adds Derek.

The restaurant is open seven days a 
week.

Forty new seats are headed for the new outdoor patio.
 

New wood flooring, ceiling, fresh paint and new windows make the dining area much 
brighter and inviting, says Derek Swerchesky.

As many as 10 seats can be placed around the fire pit for those who enjoy the night air.

Congrats, 
NECC 
Police 

Academy 
grads!

The Northern Essex Community College/Methuen Police Academy last month graduated 
77 new police officers from area departments. Three of those grads hailed from Methuen. 
Shown are (from left) grad Christopher Gagne;   grad Robert Cubelli Jr., who will be 
joining the Methuen Police Department; Mayor James Jajuga; Police Chief Joseph 
Solomon; and grad Brittany L. Zaccagnini. MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon 

Police Academy grad Brittany Zaccagnini of 
Methuen is the first female in the history of 
the academy to earn the Defensive Tactics 
Award. The academy opened in February 
2015.

CALENDAR
• Boy Scout Troop 51: Boys ages 10 to 

17 are invited to join the troop, learn skills 
and help out in the community. Scoutmaster 
Bill Corcoran and Assistant Scoutmaster 
Tom Gregg lead day and weekend trips, 
and troop members can also participate 
in summer camp, march in parades and 
partake in community service. Scout 
meetings are Tuesday nights at 7pm at 
VFW Post 8349, 26 River St. Registration is 
ongoing. Info: Troop51BoyScouts@yahoo.
com.

• Breast cancer care: “BRCA Awareness 
and use of 3D MRI/Interventional Radiology 
in Breast Cancer Care” will be discussed 
by Holy Family Hospital radiologist Ellen 
Johnson, MD, on Oct. 2, 6 to 7pm in 
the Holy Family Hospital Methuen campus 

auditorium, 70 East St. Free and open to 
the public. Registration required: (978) 687-
0151 ext. 2007.

• Rocktober Vibe: Oct. 4, 5:30 to 8:30pm 
at Andover Country Club featuring a night of 
live music, food and fun to benefit Elder 
Services of the Merrimack Valley. Proceeds 
benefit the DiStefano Family Care Fund, a 
financial resource for any older Merrimack 
Valley resident who may need emergency 
food, medication, fix a pair of eyeglasses, 
repair dentures, hot water heater, etc. Vibe 
tickets are $50 and you’ll need to pre-
register with Bonnie Sisson at (978) 946-
1433. 

• Ham and Bean Dinner: Oct. 13, 4:30 to 

Continued on Page 30
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A pair of health-
care executives 
with Greater 
Lawrence Family 
Health Center, 
which has a 
facility on Pelham 
Street in Methuen, 
has been chosen to 
add their expertise 
to national boards.

John M. Silva, 
president and 
chief executive 
officer of GLFHC, 
was named as 
the Region 1 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
to the National 
Association of 
Community Health 
Centers Board of 
Directors. NACHC 
serves as the leading national advocacy 
organization in support of community-
based health centers and the expansion 
of health-care access for the medically 
underserved and uninsured. Region 1 
includes all six New England states.

His resume highlights his passion for 
community health, from serving as president 
of the National Association of Community 
Health Centers (NACHC) in 1993 to his 
appointment to First Lady Hillary Clinton’s 
Universal Health Care Task Force in 1993-
1994. Silva joined GLFHC in 2016 as 
president and CEO.

Dr. Joseph Gravel, chief medical officer 
of Greater Lawrence Family Health Center, 
has been elected treasurer of the American 
Board of Family Medicine. The second-
largest medical specialty board in the 
country, the ABFM provides the standard 
by which family medicine doctors are 

evaluated and certified. Gravel has served 
on the board in some capacity since 2014, 
most recently holding the title of member-
at-large, executive committee.

GLFHC has eight locations, including 2 
at local high schools, and cares for 60,000 
patients.

Planner Oldham
takes new job

Senior Planner 
Rebecca Oldham 
– who has been 
involved with 
projects including 
the Rail Trail, 
Methuen Arts 
Partnership and 
the downtown 
r e d e v e l o p m e n t 
plan – started a 
new job last month 
as Groveland’s town planner. She had 
worked as a senior planner in Methuen’s 
Community Development Department 
since October 2017 and previously served 
as the community development program 
coordinator for Methuen from March 2015 
to February 2016.

Oldham, a lifelong Methuen resident 
until recently moving to Amesbury, says 
she’ll miss the enthusiasm residents have 
for improving our city.  

“My favorite part of the job in Methuen 
was working with the people. Methuen 
is full of passionate residents that want 
to make a difference in the community,” 
she said. “I always enjoyed working with 
residents to help identify resources to 
further their initiatives and enhance the 
quality of life.”

In her newly created full-time 

position, Oldham will work directly with 
the Groveland Planning Board to oversee 
and direct the land use, conservation efforts 
and activities to advance the economic 
well-being of the town. She will lead cross-
departmental projects, research and apply 
to grants, and manage all funded projects.

New CFO
at GLFHC

William Chrisemer has assumed the role 
of senior vice president and chief financial 
officer at Greater Lawrence Family Health 
Center. Chrisemer served on the GLFHC 
Board of Directors from 2000 to 2012, 
with six years as the board chair, and as a 
member of the organization’s Patient Care 
Committee from 2015 to 2017. He brings 
over 25 years of experience in health-
care finance to his new position, the vast 
majority of that time spent with nonprofits 
in the Merrimack Valley.

NILP opens
second office

Northeast Independent Living Program, 
which advocates for the disabled in Methuen 
and beyond who wish to live independently, 
recently held a grand opening and ribbon-
cutting at its new Lowell location at 35 
John St. The nonprofit’s original Lawrence 
office, on Ballard Way, remains opens.

NILP offers five core services: 
Information & Referral, Peer Support, 
Skills Training, Advocacy, and Transition 
Services. Independent Living philosophy 
states that individuals with disabilities are 
the best determinants of their own needs 
and service choices. Through role modeling 
and peer counseling with other people with 
disabilities, they become empowered to 
make changes in their lives and become 
more self-sufficient and self-reliant.

NILP is now in its 38th year.

GLFHC duo selected for roles on national boards

About 100 guests attended the opening of the Northeast Independent Living Program’s 
new office in Lowell. NILP advocates for the disabled of the Merrimack Valley. Courtesy 
photo

Dr. Joseph Gravel

BUSINESS BRAVOS

John M. Silva

Rebecca Oldham

Cheers to city 
native Peter Rayno! 

M e t h u e n L i f e ’s 
Craft  Brew 
Chronicles columnist 
is not only an 
aficionado on beer, 
but a true leader 
in the areas of 
community banking, 
volunteerism and 
civic engagement. 
Rayno, executive 
vice president/NH Banking & Lending 
director, has been named the 2018 
Community Banker of the Year by the New 
Hampshire Bankers Association. 

The NHBA award “honors a New 

Hampshire bank employee who has gone 
beyond the course of ordinary business to 
help improve the State of New Hampshire 
through civic and community engagement. 
Recipients are respected industry 
professionals who have made a significant 
impact on those around them by inspiring 
others to become involved in community 
service.”

Enterprise Bank CEO Jack Clancy said 
the NHBA could not have chosen a more 
deserving recipient: “Peter Rayno truly 
exemplifies the qualities of a community 
banker, providing outstanding leadership in 
promoting economic development, creating 
jobs, volunteering in community service, 
and mentoring and developing the next 
generation of civic and community leaders.”

In accepting the award, Rayno – who is 
the son of retired Methuen Police Officer 
Bill Rayno –  said, “I’m well aware of the 
amazing depth of incredible community 
bankers within the Granite State, I am 
incredibly humbled and honored by this 
recognition.” 

A banking professional with more than 
30 years of experience, Rayno joined the 
Enterprise Bank team 14 years ago because 
the bank shared his fierce commitment to 
advocating for small businesses, promoting 
economic development, and supporting 
civic and charitable endeavors.

Donna Morris, president of the Greater 
Salem Chamber of Commerce, credited 
Rayno with saving the Salem Chamber 
from collapse in the early 2000s: “From 

the first time I met him, Peter’s passion and 
dedication to helping make the community a 
better place was apparent. Peter always goes 
beyond expectations, believes in making 
our community a better place, inspires 
others, and is outstanding in his industry.”

Rayno’s passionate commitment to 
community service and volunteerism is 
demonstrated by his leadership roles in 
various civic and charitable organizations. 
He serves on the Board of Directors of 
New Hampshire PBS, as well as the Board 
of Directors of the Greater Salem Rotary 
Club. He has also served on the Board 
of Directors of the Regional Economic 
Development Center, the Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Salem, and Greater Salem 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Peter Rayno

Native son Rayno named Community Banker of the Year
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Friends honor broadcast legend by supporting Arnold Scholarship
Thanks to a successful 2nd annual Bruce 

Arnold Memorial Scholarship Fund-raiser 
at Mann Orchards, a lucky local student 
will receive a $1,000 scholarship toward 
a college major in communications or 
broadcasting. Two-hundred raffle tickets 
were sold, promising a single jackpot of 
$7,500 or the final three ticket-holders 
splitting $2,500 each. 

Frances Clougherty won $2,500, while 
the two other winners were not present 
when their ticket number was selected by a 
computer program that projects the number 
on a slide-show screen.

Bruce Arnold (real name Arnold 
Salvucci) was the legendary voice of the 
Merrimack Valley. He was the popular 
DJ who, for a half-century, kept the area 
informed and entertained through his roles 
as a WCCM broadcaster and the host of 
MCTV's "Around the Valley with Bruce 
Arnold."

Inducted into the Massachusetts 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 2010, Arnold 
passed away Sept. 19, 2015 at age 79.

The event at Mann's was attended by 
Arnold's wife Lenora, daughters Sharon 
and Lisa and her twin sons; friends and 
former colleagues, all of whom enjoyed 
complimentary appetizers, finger 
sandwiches, meatballs and desserts.

The event committee includes Pat Costa, 
Jimi Carter, Richard D'Agostino, Bill 

Fitzgerald, Marc Lemay, Mike Lomazzo, 
Ray Pilat, Paul Seccarecchio, Jeffrey 
Shank and Steve Yanofsky.

  
  -- Steve Whipple

A computer program projects the latest of 200 numbers drawn, as it approaches the final 
three winning tickets. Those ticket holders received $2,500 each.

Finger-sandwich expert Charlie Bonanno, 
the former cook/owner of Mama Mary's 
restaurant, samples a few of the evening's 
offerings. 

Sporting T-shirts memorializing their grandpa are Bruce Arnold's 10-year-old grandsons 
Joseph (left) and Michael Shaffaval.

Last year's $1,000 scholarship check went to Alex Kentel, a student at Lawrence's Notre 
Dame Cristo Rey High School. Holding last year's check are Lenora Salvucci (left) and the 
school's president Maryalyce Gilfeather. Photos by Steve Whipple

Frances Clougherty and financial adviser/
broadcaster Jeffrey Shank do some 
paperwork after Clougherty won $2,500.

The host with the most: "Sicilian Corner" 
co-host Mike Lomazzo served as the emcee 
again, announcing numbers as they were 
drawn and keeping the crowd grinning.

On Oct. 14 from 7 to 11am, the MSPCA at 
Nevins Farm is hosting its Fall Vaccination 
Clinic. Keep your dog or cat safe, by keeping 
them up-to-date with vaccinations! The 
clinic is open to the public, with no advance 
appointments required. Bring your dog on 
a leash or your cat in a carrier, along 
with any previous vaccination records if 
available. Microchips (a form of permanent 
identification) will also be available, as well 

as nail trims.
  Services and costs are as follows:
$15 Rabies Vaccination.
$15 FVRCP or DHPP vaccination (distemper).
$25 Microchip (permanent identification).
$45 Rabies vaccination, Distemper, & 
Microchip.
$8 nail trims.
  All proceeds benefit the homeless animals 
at Nevins Farm.

Vaccinate your pet!
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

Mazella was accepted into Curry College, 
intent on attaining a history degree. During 
a tour of the school, he was introduced 
to the radio station which was open to all 
students.

It piqued his interest and he fit a show 
into his schedule.

“I didn’t know it would consume my 
life,” said Mazella.

Since graduating in 2009 with his 
bachelor’s degree in communication and 
media studies, Mazella has been a producer, 
a part-timer and the traffic guy. He’s still 
doing the traffic report for Total Traffic and 
Weather Network in the afternoons, but he’s 
most recognized by the late-night listeners 
of WGIR-FM’s Rock 101.

Mazella grew up listening to the station’s 
morning show “Greg & the Morning Buzz” 
and said it always felt like his home station 
being just over the border in Manchester.

Now, being the on-air talent, the radio is 
someplace he said he can truly be himself.

“When ‘The Avengers’ came out, I made 
a traffic report with all the Infinity Stones 
in it,” said Mazella. He embraces and 
shares his love of all things nerdy with a 
segment on his blog called “Geek Freak of 
the Week.”

“I’ve seen myself on TV. I just know that 
I’m not a good fit for TV,” said Mazella.

His Facebook and Instagram tagline is 
“The hair and beard for radio.” He jokes 
that his family is always on him to cut his 
hair.

“That’s what I love about my job,” he 
said. “I can be me.”

The difference between the kid who went 
to Methuen High and the man behind the 
microphone, Mazella said, is the passion 
and the creativity radio brought out of him.

Still residing in Methuen, Mazella loves 
that his city is right near everything. He 
likes that he can commute to Manchester 
for work on Interstate 93, cruise down 
Route 495 to get to the beach, and Boston 
is less than an hour away.

“Methuen’s always been … home base,” 
he said.

Listen to Maz on the iHeartRadio app, 
stream him through rock101fm.iheart.com 
or tune in at 101.1 FM weekdays 7pm to 
midnight.

Mazella, continued from page 47

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

“On this day, 60 years ago, 20 young 
women crossed the threshold of this building 
to become the first class of Presentation of 
Mary.”

With those words, PMA Head of School 
Rose Maria Redman kicked off Day 1 
of PMA’s 2018-2019 school year. School 
staff, PM sisters and students gathered 
to recognize this monumental day which 
started with a brief history lesson. In 1796, 
Marie Rivier – a passionate educator with 
a deep faith in God – founded a school in 
France. Her goal was the development of 
each person: physical, intellectual, spiritual. 
Her Sisters of the Presentation of Mary 
opened schools in North America beginning 
in 1853.

“On September 4, 1958, (Methuen’s) 
Presentation of Mary Academy, the twinkle 
in God’s eyes … and in the heart of Marie 
Rivier, became a reality,” said Redman. 
“Today we begin a new era in the history of 
PMA. Each one of you – student, faculty, 
staff, parent, friend – has something to offer 
that will make PMA a better place.”      

Those in attendance bowed their head in 
prayer before the teens dashed off to their 

first class.
The school – located on the grounds 

of millionaire Edward F. Searles’ estate – 
has undergone many significant changes 
over the years. The former all-girls student 
body is now co-ed and includes many 
international students. The teaching staff – 
for many decades comprised mostly of nuns 
– is today dominated by male and female 
lay teachers. The building, curriculum and 
extra-curriculars have expanded to meet 
modern needs.

“I never dreamed I’d be here to see so 
many students come through and it’s so 
encouraging to see Marie Rivier’s goal in 
life being realized,” said Sister Virginia 
Heron, who retired after 25 years at PMA 
where she taught English. 

The school’s first principal, Sister St. 
Martina Flinton, served from 1958 to 1970. 
She had a high standard for her students 
“but they loved her and respected her,” 
Sister Virginia noted, adding that 60 years 
later it is Redman who sets a challenging 
bar and she, too, is beloved by both students 
and staff.

“The students have enriched my life 
so much,” said Sister Virginia, who still 
corresponds with many PMA grads. “I’m 
blessed. It’s a wonderful school.”

Save dates for
open houses

•Methuen High School: Oct. 13, 10am to 
1pm for fifth- through eighth-graders and 
their families. MHS offers school-issued 
iPads for each student, 15 AP courses, 
40-plus clubs and activities, 21st-century 
learning spaces, state-of-the-art learning 
spaces. 1 Ranger Road, Methuen.

•Lowell Catholic High School hosts open 
houses Oct. 18, 6:30 to 8pm and Oct. 21, 
11am to 1pm. This co-ed Catholic school 
serves over 30 communities and offers 
Honors, Advanced Placement and Virtual 
High School courses while participation in 
student life educates the whole person. 530 
Stevens St., Lowell. Register for the open 
house at www.lowellcatholic.org/LC4ME.

•Central Catholic High School in 
Lawrence will host its open house Oct. 
28 from 12:30 to 4pm. The co-ed college-
prep school is proud of its 100 percent 
college acceptance rate, 26 AP courses, 
stellar athletics program and more. Find out 
additional info at centralcatholic.net.

•Greater Lawrence Technical School 
welcomes prospective students Nov. 4, 
noon to 2pm. Regional school offering a 
Career Vocational and Technical Education 
at a state-of-the-art facility. 57 River Road, 

Andover.
Planning

for college
On Oct. 2, Methuen High’s Guidance 

Department will be in a collegiate state 
of mind! From 6 to 7pm, counselors will 
give a MEFA Financial Aid presentation, 
followed by a Grade 12 College Planning 
Presentation from 7 to 8 pm. Both programs 
will be held in the MHS auditorium.

Trivia Night to aid
college-bound kids

SHOW what you KNOW, and help 
raise scholarship money for college-bound 
Methuen High seniors. The Methuen 
Scholarship Foundation’s 5th annual Trivia 
Night is Nov. 3, 7pm at the Mass. National 
Guard Armory, 679 Lowell St., Methuen. 
All that “useless knowledge” can snag 
some great prizes! Tickets are $25 per 
person or $200 for a table of 10, and 100 
percent of proceeds go to back to the kids. 
Bring your own snacks and quench your 
thirst at the cash bar.

For tickets, contact Cheryl Horan at 
(978) 273-3777 or mom22twins@yahoo.
com or MJ Fawcett at (978) 804-6573 or 
mnfawcett@comcast.net.

PMA Head of School Rose Maria Redman (back) stands with many Sisters of the 
Presentation of Mary, who attended a first-day-of-school ceremony marking PMA’s 60th 
anniversary.        MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili

PMA opens new year 
on its 60th anniversary

MethuenLife Advertising works!
For rates, call Sue Whipple, (603) 898-2576

Cindy Mazella and her son Dan enjoyed 
last month’s Farm to Fork Dinner, held at 
her brother Rich Bonanno’s Pleasant Valley 
Gardens. 
              MethuenLife photo by Sue Whipple 
















