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Book, continued from page 17

Sports, continued from page 20

The 2018 Bob Smith Scholarship has been bestowed on (center) Dan O’Connell and Seth 
Pare, here flanked by Tim Gordon and Tom Ryan.

Sensational
Softball

  Kiley Buckley and Francesca “Frankie” 
Pizzarella represented Methuen proudly as 
members of the USA Softball 2018 12U 
Northeast Region 1 All-American Blue 
Team. 
  The Methuen Rangers Travel softballers 
and best friends competed in the USA 
Softball All American Games, a prestigious 
tournament held at the USA Softball Hall 
of Fame Stadium in Oklahoma City, June 
29 through July 1. The team went 4-1 in 
tournament play, losing only to the Region 
2 Red Team, a Central Atlantic ball club 
comprised of players from North Carolina 
and Virginia.
  Pizzarella and Buckley batted second and 
third, respectively. Pizzarella went 4 for 
8 with two walks and was hit by a pitch. 
She played third base in all five games and 
catcher for one inning.
  Buckley had 6 hits and 3 RBI in the 
tournament highlighted by a bases-loaded 
triple. She started in right field and played 
one game at second base, making a 
sparkling diving catch.
  “It was such a great experience to be part 
of these games,” says Buckley. “Playing in 
that stadium will be a lifelong memory. It 
was so much fun to share the experience 
with Frankie and our families.”
  Adds Pizzarella, “Playing on the main 
field and seeing myself on the Jumbotron 
was incredible! Meeting my teammates 
and girls from around the country was 
awesome. The opening ceremony and 
walking onto the big field was an experience 
I will never forget.”
  Buckley was selected to the 2018 Under 
Armour Softball Factory All American Pre-
Season Rookie Team. She is a Scholars 
student at the CGS and a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society.
  Pizzarella has been on the Methuen 
Ranger team for the past 5 years, playing 
catcher and third base. She is an honor 
roll student currently in 8th grade at Millis 
Middle School. The pair recently won 
the 12A State Championship with their 
Methuen Rangers Softball teammates.
  The USA Softball All-American team is 
the highest honor a player can receive. Only 
360 girls nationwide had the opportunity 
to wear the USA Softball Jersey at this 
elite event. Congratulations to Buckley 
and Pizzarella for making all of Methuen 
proud!

Gordon Greats
  Former MHS multi-sport star Matt Gordon 
made his MMA debut recently. Fighting 
for Team Burgess as a 190-pounder, the 
erstwhile kickboxer fought gallantly in a 
three-round bout vs. the more experienced 
Floran Kacaku, a Golden Gloves fighter. 
  Gordon impressed the crowd and the judges 
with his effort. Alas, Kacaku won on a split 
decision with a mere one-point scoring 
differential on all cards. Nonetheless, 

Gordon showed much promise and his 
MMA future is undoubtedly bright.
  Gordon’s MMA debut is just another 
feather in the family athletic cap. Matt’s 
uncle, Bob Smith, was an outstanding 
athlete at MHS, playing quarterback on the 
1983 Ranger football team and graduating 
in 1984. Sadly, Bob passed away May 28, 
2017. 
  “Bob played and coached many 
sports, promoting fundamentals and 
sportsmanship,” explains Robin Gordon, 
Matt’s mom and Bob’s sister. “He was 
president of the Pentucket Youth Lacrosse 
League and sportsmanship and compliance 
director of the Mass Bay Girls Lacrosse 
League.”
  Robin Gordon, along with Bob’s mother 
Betty Donahue and sister Linda Smith, 
decided to create a scholarship in Bob’s 
name. This year’s recipients are recently 
graduated MHS seniors Seth Pare and Dan 
O'Connell. Both Pare and O’Connell have 
distinguished themselves on and off the 
field of play. O’Connell recently became 
the all-time leading scorer in Rangers’ 
lacrosse history.
  Ranger football coach Tom Ryan and Tim 
Gordon, Bob’s nephew and a graduate, 
teacher and soccer coach at MHS, were on 
hand for the presentation. Congratulations 
to Pare and O’Connell and to the entire 
Smith/Gordon family for their contributions 
to Methuen athletics.

Blitz Bits
Congrats to the Methuen Senior and 
Junior American Legion Baseball teams. 
Both won their District Championships and 
were scheduled to start State Tournament 
play July 28 as we went to press … 
Several MHS athletes competed in the 
recent Bay State Games including Yoswal 
Gonzalez and Nyah Mazzone in soccer, 
Piper Hugus and Lily Zins in field hockey, 

MHS grad Matt Gordon has embarked on a 
professional career in MMA.

Isabel Putnam in softball, and Hanna 
Rinehart in lacrosse ... Online registration 
for the 2018 MHS fall athletic season 
is now available at https://goo.gl/forms/
pHi1yICRigj41bll2. For updated athletic 
information, visit methuenrangers.com. 
E-mail Athletic Director Matt Curran at 
mwcurran@methuen.k12.ma.us with any 

questions.
 John Molori is an author, columnist, 
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook:  John 
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail 
molorimedia@gmail.com.

“If you get into the business (of politics) 
to improve lives, there is no better job,” 
he said. “We rebuilt the Marsh, Timony 
and Tenney schools while I was there. We 
added lighting to sports fields and built the 
Loop.”
  He discusses how the Loop – the area’s 
first “entertainment mall” – came about.
  And if you want a taste of the public’s 
dislike of any kind of change, even when 
it benefits the masses, read the chapter 
entitled, “I Don’t Know What He Is Talking 
About But I am Opposed.”

  DiZoglio worked on the book three or 
four hours each morning for about a year 
before circulating a manuscript to friends 
for constructive criticism. 
  Dennis DiZoglio has a handful of titles 
on his résumé:  community development 
director; deputy general manager of the 
MBTA; executive director of the Merrimack 
Valley Planning Commission; three-term 
Methuen mayor; and current chair of 
Methuen’s Charter Review Committee.
  And now he can add one more: author.

The Methuen Rangers 12U Blue USA Softball tournament team completed a very 
successful 2018 season. The team competed in 8 summer tournaments resulting in 7 
finals appearances and 4 championships including the USA Softball Massachusetts 
12A State Championship. Shown are (front, from left) Calista Catarius, Alexandra 
Tardugno, Kiele Coleman, Kiley Buckley, Kayliz Ortega, Thyanais Santiago; (back, from 
left) Francesca Pizzarella, Chantelle Chirwa, coach Mike Rickard, Ilene Rickard, Alison 
Jankowski, coach Bill Buckley, Sadie Putnam, Ayanna Latullippe and coach Jen Coleman. 
Courtesy photo

WAY TO GO, RANGER 12U BLUE!
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Rotary, continued from 18

“It has been well-received in the community 
and we welcome anyone that has more 
ideas for future non-profit organizations to 
contact us,” he said.
  To find out more about the club, visit www.
methuenrotaryclub.org or follow them on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.
  The club meets Fridays at Jon Ryan’s Pub 
at 478 Lowell St., Methuen, from 12:15 to 
1:30pm.
  Congrats to the Rotary’s new president, 
Julie Brady!

Linda Zimmerman, of Neighbors in Need which runs two food pantries in Methuen, 
accepts a Jubilee check from Rossi.

Methuen YMCA Director Anne Whalen said the donation went toward uniforms, 
equipment and financial aid for the Y’s Itty Bitty Baseball League.

MAN’s Community Outreach Coordinator/
Assistant Director Laura Gomez noted that 
the donation went toward summer field 
trips and the neighborhood’s National 
Night Out celebration.

  

“The response has been amazing,” notes 
MYSA President Danielle Osorio, who 

expects hundreds of participants and adds 
that raffle items include a signed Tom 
Brady jersey, Sox and Celtics tickets, and 
restaurant gift cards. “It'll be a great time - 
Ashley would have loved it.”
  Check-in starts at 7:30am, the dedication 
is at 8:45 and the run starts at 9am. Runners 
will start at AMC Theater, head left on 
Pleasant Valley St., toward Olive Garden, 
right on Milk, right on Duston Drive, right 
on Prospect, and right on Pleasant Valley to 
finish back at the Loop.
  Sign up online at Fly5K.com by Aug. 16 
and receive a free T-shirt. Cost is $30 for 
adults and $25 for kids.
  “I cannot even begin to express our 
gratitude over this (race). In the wake of 
such a tragedy, to have something like 
this created shows us how much we are 
loved and cared for, and how much Ashley 
touched those around her,” Ashley’s mom, 
Christina St. Onge, told MethuenLife. “It is 

only with the support of our family, friends, 
and this amazing community that we are 
able to get through each day. …”

   The Ashley St. Onge Fly 5K is surging 
with momentum and community spirit!
  The Aug. 26 race at The Loop has 
drawn a large following, with individuals, 
businesses and sponsors stepping up to 
support the cause, which raises money for a 
scholarship in Ashley’s name. 
  Ashley St. Onge, 19, passed away in a 
tragic automobile accident last December. 
She was a 2017 Lowell Catholic graduate 
studying early childhood education at 
Northern Essex Community College. Money 
raised at this event supports college-bound 
students who plan to become teachers.
  Created by the Methuen Youth Soccer 
Association, just one of Ashley’s endeavors, 
the event will be a celebration of the Methuen 
teen’s “life and legacy.” In addition to the 
5K run and walk, there will be raffles, gift 
baskets and music. Margarita’s will host a 
post-run Ash Bash, complete with tacos, 
drinks, parking lot games and more. 

Fly 5K soaring with community spirit!

Ashley St. Onge

Methuen Day set for Oct. 13
  Show your Methuen pride and learn about the people, businesses and city groups that help make 
this community so special!
  Methuen Day is set for Oct. 13 from 10am to 2pm. Led by the Economic Development Committee in 
partnership with several city departments, this fun and family-friendly day will take place in Methuen 
Square. Hampshire Street will be closed from Liban D’Or (the former Robichaud Hardware) to the 
intersection of Hampshire and Broadway. The closed-off section will feature outdoor seating, vendor 
tents, a historical tour and scavenger hunt, local talent performances and more. The event will 
coincide with the Methuen Police and Fire Department Open Houses.
  Organizers say their mission is “to bring members of the community together and celebrate what 
makes Methuen a wonderful place to live, work, eat, and shop.”
  Economic Development Committee Chair Eunice Zeigler says this is a new spin on a past endeavor.
  “The (now defunct) Methuen Board of Trade hosted a block party downtown over 20 years ago. 
This is essentially reviving that event,” she told MethuenLife. 
  Helping hands are needed! Consider joining a subcommittee (Sponsorship, Marketing, 
Entertainment, Vendor Relations, Operations and Volunteer Management, Transportation and 
Marketing, Historical Tour & Scavenger Hunt, or Public Safety and Traffic Flow). The Planning 
Committee meets at noon in the Great Hall every two weeks. The next meetings are Aug. 8 and 22. 
  The Economic Development Committee consists of councilors Zeigler, Jessica Finocchiaro and 
Ryan Hamilton and Director of Economic Development William Buckley.
  For more info, e-mail Zeigler at ezeigler@ci.methuen.ma.us.
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For many Methuen families, school vacation means one less 
source of healthy food.

But there are spots across the city where kids and families can 
access fruits, veggies and other nutritious sustenance to fuel up!

  Tenney Street Park: The Methuen Public School District is 
participating in the free Summer Food Service Program. Breakfast 
is offered 8:30 to 10am and lunch is offered 11:30am to 12:30pm. 
The park is located at 141 Tenney St.  

  Gill Avenue: The Greater Lawrence Community Action Council Inc. is offering free 
lunch to children 18 and under, regardless of income. Visit GLCAC’s Head Start program, 
24 Gill Ave., between 11:30am and 12:30pm Monday through Friday through Aug. 24 to 
receive a free meal. This year, GLCAC will also offer games and crafts to participants. 
GLCAC opened the summer meals site in Methuen last year to meet the needs of the 
community. The program operated for 44 days, serving 605 meals. No registration is 
necessary. All meals meet federal nutrition requirements and will include whole grains, 
lean protein, fruit, vegetables and milk.

  “Many families who qualify for free or reduced lunch during the school year struggle 
to absorb the cost of an extra meal in the summer,’’ said Evelyn Friedman, GLCAC’s 
executive director. “This program will provide nutritious meals to children in Methuen so 
they will be healthy and focused when school resumes in the fall.’’

Free lunches offered to Methuen kids

Aliyas and Julius enjoy lunch at the free summer lunch program at GLCAC's Head Start on 
Gill Avenue. Courtesy photo 

Back to 
class Aug. 28

  Soak up these summer days! Methuen Public Schools’ first- through twelfth-grade 
students head back to class Tuesday, Aug. 28 which is a full day. Friday, Aug. 31 is a 
half-day; there’s no school Monday, Sept. 3 (Labor Day) and Tuesday, Sept. 4 (primary 
election). 

  Wednesday, Sept. 5 is the first day for preschoolers and kindergartners.

College:
Make it happen!

  Has college been on your bucket list? Northern Essex Community College is offering 
free college preparation and free college credits for those with a high school diploma or 
High School Equivalency Test (HISET) certification. Attend a “Transition to College” 
information session Aug. 7, 6pm at the NECC Riverwalk Campus, 260 Merrimack St., 
Building 9, Entry K, Room 321 in Lawrence. The program includes two free college-level 
courses (which equals 6 college credits at no cost to you) and two free college preparation 
classes in reading/writing and math. Info: Coordinator Alisa Povenmire, (978) 659-1272.

Austin Prep
Honor Roll

  These Methuen students were named to the fourth-quarter Honor Roll at Austin 
Preparatory School in Reading: Aiden Beers, Deanna DiNitto, Natalia Guerra and Eric 
Naish.

Save dates for
open houses

•Lowell Catholic High School hosts open houses Oct. 18, 6:30 to 8pm and Oct. 21, 
11am to 1pm. This co-ed Catholic school serves over 30 communities and offers Honors, 
Advanced Placement and Virtual High School courses while participation in student life 
educates the whole person. 530 Stevens St., Lowell. Register for the open house at www.
lowellcatholic.org/LC4ME.

  •Central Catholic High School in Lawrence will host its open house Oct. 28 from 
12:30 to 4pm. The co-ed college-prep school is proud of its 100 percent college acceptance 
rate, 26 AP courses, stellar athletics program and more. Find out additional info at 
centralcatholic.net.

    •Greater Lawrence Technical School welcomes prospective students Nov. 4, noon to 
2pm. Regional school offering a Career Vocational and Technical Education at a state-of-
the-art facility. 57 River Road, Andover.

In Brief

  One-hundred percent of Colby-Sawyer’s 2018 
undergraduate nursing class passed the National 
Council Licensure Examination for Registered 
Nurses (NCLEX-RN) on their first attempt, 
including Scott Bonneau of Methuen. This is 
Colby-Sawyer’s third-straight year of achieving 
a perfect pass rate. … Alec Dana Svendsen 
graduated cum laude from the University of 
Rhode Island, receiving a Bachelor of Science 
in mechanical engineering and a Bachelor of 
Arts in German. … At Springfield College, Jake 
Barnacle earned a bachelor’s of science degree 
in criminal justice and Nicole Lentine earned a 
doctor of physical therapy degree in physical 
therapy. … Robert Fitzgerald, a former CCHS 
football standout now at Stonehill College, made 
the Dean’s List with a 3.7 GPA and was named 
to NE 10 Commissioners Honor Roll for the 
fourth time. Fitzgerald started strong last season 
with a solid defensive effort vs. Bloomsburg, but 
was hurt on the opening kickoff of Stonehill’s 
second game and had major knee surgery. 
Fitzgerald has worked hard to come back 
and looks forward to a healthy and productive 
junior season for the Skyhawks. … Emmanuel 
College in Boston conferred degrees on the 
following Methuen students: Julian Almonte 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology with 
a concentration in Crime & Justice; Marwah 
Haq received a Bachelor of Science in Biology 
with a concentration in Health Sciences; and 
Joel Parra received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Management with a concentration in Marketing. 
… Earning degrees from Western New England 
University are Carlos Natareno who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science/Civil Engineering 
and Maria Rodriguez who received a Bachelor 
of Arts in English - Creative Writing. … These 
Methuen students were included on the 
Plymouth State University President’s List (3.7 
GPA or better with at least 12 credit hours) for 
the Spring 2018 semester: Emily Holleran, 
Rebecca Beaulieu, Erika Halaby and Michael 
McAloon. … The following Methuen students 
have been named to the Dean’s List at the 
University of New Hampshire for the spring 
2018 semester: Matthew Soucy, with High 
Honors; Ashley Braga with Highest Honors; 

Laura Zubricki with High Honors; Amylee 
Lawn with Honors; and Emma Leveille with 
High Honors. … These Methuen students were 
named to Western New England University’s 
Spring 2018 Dean’s List: Hailey McDonnell, 
Liam McDonnell and Shawna O’Leary. … 
Carolyn Hoey has been named to the Plymouth 
State University Dean’s List for the Spring 2018 
semester. … Emily Hyslip was named to the 
Marist College Dean’s List for the Spring 2018 
semester. … These Methuen students were 
named to Merrimack College’s Dean’s List for 
spring 2018: Joe Abou-Raad, Emily Clifford, 
Kaitlin Clifford, Christine Crowe, Kylee 
Dion  Madison Fotino, Julia Koralishn, Ryan 
Lang, Madison Langlois, Kailey McKenzie, 
Christopher Quinn, Eric Rosario, Tia Sfeir, 
Justin Tylus, Jennifer Wante, Catherine 
Andrews, Aaron Bryant, Jaclyn Davis, 
Raheem Derrick, Ana Espinal, Savanna Hill, 
Amanda Maroun, Josue Martinez, Kasey 
McKay, Casey Power, Noor Shams, Daniel 
Bonanno, Ashley DelRossi, Christopher 
Lopez, Abbey Pardoen, Emily Therrien, 
Eliza Andrews, Brianna Caron-DiPietro, 
Dakota Durbin, Yonalis Fabian, Matthew 
Fillipon, Nicholas Lacroix, Nicole Langlois, 
Julianna DeSantis, Giseimi Javier, Alyssa 
Marchese, James McHale, Victoria Melo 
Marcoux, Joseph Privitera, Tina Van, Deanna 
Desfosses, Kellie Fone, Katie Hamilton, 
Latoia Haynes,  Vanessa Rodriguez, Robert 
Scarelli and Jessica Zins. … A number of 
Methuen students have been named to the 
Spring 2018 Dean’s List at Stonehill: Renee 
Cormier, Robert Fitzgerald, Michael Lane, 
Nicholas Ramirez and Aubrie Tibert. … Drew 
University student Diana Karamourtopoulos, 
a member of the Class of 2021 majoring in 
International Relations, has been named to the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 2018 semester. To 
qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn 
a grade point average of 3.6 or above. … The 
University of Hartford is pleased to announce 
that these Methuen students have been named 
to the Dean’s List for Spring 2018: Courtney 
Brennan and Antonio Morales. 

COLLEGE NEWS
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Mouth-watering, musical fun as Casa Blanca turns 2!

  The memory of a Methuen-raised soldier, 
who made the ultimate sacrifice, continues 
to unite people and assist area veterans in 
need.
  The Homeland Heroes Foundation held the 
9th annual Private First Class Eric Currier 
Memorial Motorcycle Ride on June 25. 
Currier, a 21-year-old Marine and Methuen 
native, was killed in combat in Afghanistan 
on Feb. 17, 2010. 
  Over 150 motorcycles met up at the Derry-
Salem Elks Club and traveled 50 miles 
through the towns of Salem, Windham, 
Derry, Chester, Auburn, Sandown, 
Hampstead and Atkinson to raise money for 
the Homeland Heroes Foundation, which 
donates furniture, food and gas cards, and 
provides emergency housing for homeless 
veterans. It also supports active-duty service 
members, veterans and their families in their 
time of need. 
  Just under $12,000 was raised in this year’s 
ride.
  Currier grew up in Methuen and, after 
his death, a monument honoring him was 
placed near the Forest Street home of his 
grandparents, Russell and Judy Currier. One 
of Methuen’s pumper trucks is dedicated 

9th annual Currier ride honors 
city native, supports vets in need

More than 150 motorcycles gathered at the Derry-Salem Elks Club before beginning the 
50-mile ride, honoring Methuen native PFC Eric Currier who was killed in action in 2010. 
Steve Van Seters photos

Artist Lane Friend presented an oil 
painting of Eric to his father Russ Currier 
Jr. (shown here).

to Currier, with his name emblazoned on 
its side. 
 Next year’s motorcycle ride is 
scheduled for June 23. Visit www.
homelandheroesfoundation.org for 
updates.

  Nevins Family of Services and the Greater 
Lawrence Family Health Center are among 
100 nonprofits still giddy over receiving 
a $100,000 bluebird from the Cummings 
Foundation.
   Cummings recently handed out grants 
of $100,000 each to 100 local nonprofits 
through its $100K for 100 program. 
Winners were chosen from a record-setting 
597 applicants, during a competitive review 
process. Launched in 2012, the annual 
grant program supports nonprofits that are 
not only based in but also primarily serve 
Middlesex, Essex and Suffolk counties. 
This year, the program benefited more than 
40 different cities and towns within the 
Commonwealth.
  Nevins Nursing & Rehabilitation Centre is 
thankful for the grant and plans to expand 
and enhance the clinical affiliation and 
student intern programs, adding additional 
qualified employees to the Merrimack 
Valley health-related work force.
  “The Cummings Foundation grants are 
provided for organizations like GLFHC 
to make an impact on those they serve – I 
am confident they will be proud of the 
increased impact we will make with our 

area’s homeless population through our 
new Mobile Health Center,” said Greater 
Lawrence Family Health Care Senior Vice 
President Rich Napolitano.  “We currently 
serve over 1400 homeless patients from 
Lowell to Haverhill by offering clinical 
sessions at 13 different homeless shelters 
and for the past year or so, with our Mobile 
Health Center which helps us with our 
outreach to those we may not ever see in 
the shelters.”
  “Nonprofit organizations are vital to the 
local communities where our colleagues 
and clients live and work,” said Joel Swets, 
Cummings Foundation’s executive director. 
“We are delighted to invest in their efforts.”
  Most of the grants will be paid over two 
to five years.
  Cummings Foundation aims to give back 
in the area where it owns commercial 
buildings, all of which are managed, at 
no cost to the Foundation, by its affiliate 
Cummings Properties. Founded in 1970 
by Bill Cummings of Winchester, the 
Woburn-based commercial real estate firm 
leases and manages more than 11 million 
square feet of space, the majority of which 
exclusively benefits the Foundation.

The Greater Lawrence Family Health Center received a $100,000 grant for its mobile health 
center, which travels the region helping the homeless. 

Local non-profits surprised 
with $100K grants!

Celebrating Nevins Family of Services $100,000 grant from the Cummings Foundation 
are (from left) Donna Tulley, Tina Mills, Bonnie Herrick and Nabil Khoury, all part of the 
Nevins Family. Courtesy photos

  

Keep our city beautiful
  The grassroots group Keep Methuen Beautiful (May MethuenLife) remains diligent in 
cleaning up litter across the city. But lots more helping hands are needed! To find out 
about upcoming clean-ups (just an hour or two on weekends), join their Facebook page. 

Sox raffle aids Lazarus House 
  Now’s your chance to watch the Red Sox from your own luxury suite and help Lazarus 
House Ministries!   The winner of this raffle and 17 lucky friends will watch the Sept. 9 
Boston Red Sox vs. Houston Astros game from an air-conditioned suite with wide-screen 
TVs, outside box seats, and a $1,000 food and beverage allowance. Game time is still to be 
determined. Round-trip limo service also provided within Massachusetts.    Raffle tickets 
cost $100 and only 500 will be sold. The drawing will be Aug. 28 at Salvatore’s in Andover.   
To purchase tickets visit www.lazarushouse.org/redsox or call (978) 269-5222.  




















