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Mayor James Jajuga is sworn in by his 
longtime friend, retired Superior Court 
Judge Patrick Riley. 
         MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

Jajuga’s family looks on as he takes the 
oath.

Newly sworn-in officials posed for a group photo. Missing (although they did take part in the inauguration) are councilors George Kazanjian and James McCarty.

City councilors take the oath. They are (from left) Jennifer Kannan, Jessica Finocchiaro, Ryan Hamilton, Joyce Campagnone, James 
McCarthy, George Kazanjian, Lynn C. Vidler, Steven Saba and Eunice Zeigler.

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

New Year’s Day was frigid, with below-
zero air gripping the region. Yet inside 
Methuen High School there was a warm 
sense of new beginnings, courtesy of the 
inauguration of Methuen’s elected officials.

Nearly 200 people attended the event, 
held at Nicholson Auditorium. Taking 
oaths to serve the city were Mayor James 
Jajuga, city councilors and members of 
the Methuen School Committee, Greater 
Lawrence Technical School Committee, 
Methuen Housing Authority and Nevins 
Library Trustees. Jajuga was sworn in by 
his longtime friend, retired Superior Court 
Judge Patrick Riley, while the remaining 
officials raised their hand for City Clerk 
Christine Touma Conway.

In his inaugural address, Jajuga noted 
that he’ll strive to maximize Methuen’s 
potential now while creating a path for a 
better tomorrow.

 “Safety, opportunity, vision, community: 
These are the elements to a bright future for 

New year, new officials, new drive
Jajuga vows daily fight for ‘safety, opportunity, vision, community’

Methuen and these are what I’ll fight for 
every day as your mayor. Today, people are 
getting by but they aren’t getting ahead. For 
me, that isn’t good enough. 

“I believe that our city can be a place 
where families thrive and businesses 
succeed. I’ll lay the foundation to create 
a long-term vision for the city that keeps 
Methuen affordable and brings opportunity 
to our city and its residents,” he said.

Jajuga noted that among his priorities 
are:

*Improving City Hall’s efficiency and 
effectiveness, and conducting a program 
audit to review how tax dollars are being 
spent.

*Creating a capital improvement plan 
that invests in infrastructure and prepares 
for the future.

*Investing in our public schools by 
making sure teachers have the equipment 
they need so children can reach their 

See OFFICIALS, Page 9
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Teen’s design to greet 
900 music teachers

Marwa, continued from 32

enrolled in a public school. It was then that 
Marwa said his love for ministry "came 
back very strong." 

Finally, he joined the Society of African 
Missionaries in 1996 and was sent to Kenya. 

"It wasn't easy to make that decision, 
but I said, 'If this is God's plan, let me try,' 
" he said. 

He was ordained in 2005 in the Diocese 
of Shinyanga, Tanzania.

"On my ordination I was very happy 
because all my family was there and I 
had a feeling of fulfillment, gratefulness, 
responsibility and the beginning of another 
adventure telling the Lord, ‘Here I am,’ ” 
he said.  

During Marwa’s years as a priest, he has 
served as a missionary in Tanzania, Liberia 
and Zambia.

He first came to the United States in 2014 
to speak during Mission Appeal weekend 
in parishes in Louisiana, Michigan, New 
York, Chicago and Springfield, Mass. 
Marwa spent two months last summer at 

St. Margaret/St. Mary parish in Westwood. 
He had previously lived in the Society 
of African Missionaries regional house in 
Needham as he is now assigned to the 
Archdiocese of Boston. 

By Yadira Betances Muldoon
MethuenLife Writer

Jan. 14 was a special day for members 
of St. Andrew Episcopal Church. Bishop 
Alan Gates was the main celebrant at the 
9:30 am worship for the first time since 
becoming bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts in 2014.

It was also special for Gates, who was 
impressed with members’ commitment to 
outreach projects. 

"This is a small congregation, but it's 
very active," Gates said. "They are doing a 
wonderful job and are responding to what 
God called them to do." 

Gates came to St. Andrew for an Episcopal 
visit, which he is doing for all of the 180 
congregations in the diocese -- one of the 
largest in the United States, he said. He praised 
church members for their outreach, saying 
that for members of St. Andrew Episcopal, 
"Neighbors are nearby and far away."

Here are some of the church’s projects:
*For the past several years, members 

of St. Andrew have provided food for six 
families in need who live in the Arlington 
neighborhood near the Lawrence line. 
Directors at the Methuen Arlington 
Neighborhood Inc., the area's neighborhood 
association, decide who receives the food 
allowing many families to be helped over a 
period of time. Parishioners contribute non-
perishables and cash donations.    

*Since the Broadway church has a lot 
of open space, members of the vestry, the 
church's governing body, came up with a 
plan to work with Groundwork Lawrence to 
design and build a community garden. They 
will also work with MAN Inc. and offer plots 
to local residents to plant and harvest.  

*In October, St. Andrew partnered with 
the Epilepsy Foundation New England and 
raised $325 through the sale of clothing 
and other items. The proceeds will be used 
by the foundation to fund educational and 
support services as well as camp programs for 
individuals and families.   

*The church rents its former rectory 
house to support the parish, while offering 
housing to a family in a neighborhood where 
rental units are scarce.  

*Church members along with members 
of two other congregations have a mission 
partnership with St. John's Church in 
Nghumbi, Tanzania, to help them get water 
purifiers. Members raised $5,500 for the 

project during Advent and Christmas. 
"I'm impressed and grateful for what this 

community is doing," Gates said.  He also 
lauded members for supporting one another 
and their fellowship through book clubs and 
playing cribbage. 

  "It's essential for the church to strengthen 
and support each other because being who we 
are as a church determines how we are going 
to survive as a church," Gates said. 

The Rev. Joseph Wilkes, rector at St. 
Andrew Episcopal said, Gates’ visit was 
"tremendously successful” as their hope that 
the church members and their bishop would 
get acquainted was realized. 

"People were delighted to have their 
questions answered by their bishop and to 
get to know him as a person, over and above 
his being the leader of our entire diocese," 
Wilkes said, adding Gates is very personable, 
supportive and approachable. "Bishop Gates 
has been in contact with me subsequent to 
his visit, and has expressed his delight with 
the experience he had of meeting with us, 
and said he found us to be a healthy and 
vital parish. That was wonderful to hear from 
him." 

After the service, Gates sat and talked with 
members, including the longest attending 
-- Blanche Campbell, 92, who has called St. 
Andrew home for 50 years.

"I just love St. Andrew because it's a 
church family; it's my life," she said.

St. Andrew was formed in 1950 after the 
merger of All Saints Church in Methuen 
and St. John's in Lawrence. The present 

church building housed All Saints, which 
was organized in 1904 and the building 
consecrated in 1905.  

Bishop impressed by St. Andrew's outreach
































