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Sports, continued from page 22

goals are to work on Wall Street or run his 
own company. 

     He is well on his way in the running 
department. Rosario competes in the 600, 
400 and the 4x400 relay indoors and the 
400, 4x100, and 4x400 relay outdoors. 
He credits Methuen track coaches Roger 
Fuller, Nick Collopy and Kevin Alliette 
with his training. 

“My coaches knew I was going to run 
college track, so they would give me 
collegiate workouts. They would also take 
me to big meets so I could compete against 
the best kids. All my coaches helped me get 
to the highest level of track and field.”

Rosario is extremely goal-oriented at 
Merrimack. He relates, “I want to help my 
team get a conference title, become All-
Academic, and place at the Northeast 10 
Conference Championships for both the 
indoor and outdoor seasons. 

“I try to have a healthy diet, practice 
every day, lift three times a week, and go 
to the training room. We do a lot of team 
bonding and push each other in everything 
we do as a team. Balancing time as a 
student-athlete is very hard, so I try to have 
some great time management throughout 
the semester.”

Fogarty, 20, the son of David and Teresa 
Fogarty, played basketball at Central 
Catholic and had never touched a shot put 
or javelin until his junior year. He joined 
the CCHS track team as a sprinter, but the 
school’s savvy throws coach Joe Welch saw 
untapped potential.

“Coach Welch was so great. He taught 
me about javelin and shot from the ground 
up for sure. He was a terrific coach and 
teacher. He gave me the basis of my 
knowledge and skill in throwing and 
prepared me for college in both the athletics 
and academics.”

At Central, Fogarty was an MVC All-

Star in shot put and javelin as a senior, 
winning both events at the MA State 
Relays. He ranked top 6 in the conference 
in both events and earned a top 10 ranking 
in Massachusetts. His goals for the 2017-18 
season are clear. 

“I’d like to throw 45’ for shotput and 
place top five at NE-10’s. In javelin, my 
goal is to throw 200’ and place in the top 
3 at NE-10s, top 8 at New Englands, and 
qualify for Nationals. I put 100 percent to 
my practices and lifts every day looking to 
get stronger and improve in every aspect of 
throwing.”

Last year, Fogarty excelled at javelin, 
finishing 16th at the New England 
Championships as a freshman. He is 
thriving in the Warriors environment. 

“Coach Connolly has been very 
supportive and Coach Weeks has been 
unbelievable. He has been my coach for 
only about 3 months, and I have learned 
something new from him every day 
and gotten better at both events. All my 
teammates are great people and make me 
better every day in every aspect. Merrimack 
track and field is like a family.”

Blitz Bits
On Dec. 15, Presentation of Mary 

Academy’s sharpshooter Mackenzie 
Weldon set the school’s girls’ basketball 
record with 19 points, connecting on three 
out of four three-pointers … Registration 
is open for Methuen Youth Soccer’s spring 
season. Visit www.methuensoccer.org for 
details. Deadline is March 1.

John Molori is an author, columnist, 
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook:  John 
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. Email 
molorimedia@gmail.com.

Methuen High athletes recently gathered 
at the school to celebrate the fall sports 
season.

The following awards were handed out:

VARSITY FOOTBALL
Andrew Haldane Memorial: Saul Cespedes
Team Most Valuable Player: David Kelly
Most Outstanding Back: Peter Kwakye
Robert UB Hickey Unsung Hero Award: 
Blake Evans and Sawyer Bilich
Bob Gilbert Brotherhood Award: Seth Pare
Most Outstanding Lineman: Bryce Smith
Defensive MVP: Travis Manick
Offensive MVP: Jordan Perdomo
Zanni Memorial Award: AJ Borrelli 

GIRLS FIELD HOCKEY
Betty Barry Coaches Award: Kristin Cole
Kathy Szostak Most Valuable: Kacy 
Florence
Most Improved Player: Kelsey Perry

BOYS SOCCER
Most Valuable Player: Kyle Tremblay
Most Improved Player: Brandon Maldonado
Francisco Nargarnes Coaches Award: Aidan 
Foley

GIRLS SOCCER
Most Valuable Player: Jacqueline Mothon
Most Improved Player: Alexandra Drouin
Coaches Award: Katherine Swallow

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Most Valuable Player: Abby Sullivan

Most Improved Player: Julia McCoy
Coaches Award: Laura Staugler

GIRLS SWIMMING
Jane Cronin Memorial MVP: Kyra Donahue
Jane Cronin Memorial MVP: Kara Davidson
Most Improved Performer: Hannah 
McKenna
Coaches Award: Lauren Barry

BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY
Most Valuable Performer: Samuel Cook
Most Valuable Performer: Jacob St. Onge
Most Improved Performer: Alexander Ellis
Whirlaway Award: Alan Cook

GIRLS CROSS-COUNTRY
Most Valuable Performer: Sara Fragione
Most Improved Performer: Margaret 
Mambro
Coaches Award: Luana Machado
Whirlaway Award: Laura Abreu

GOLF
Most Valuable Performer: Brett Blackwell
Most Improved Performer: Zach Alfonso
Coaches Award: Grace McKinnon

CHEERLEADING
Most Valuable Performer: Lexi Gramstorff
Most Improved Performer: Shannon 
McNally
Most Improved Performer: Veronica Curtis

Kudos to MHS’ 
outstanding fall athletes

PMA HONORED FOR 
SPORTSMANSHIP

Presentation of Mary Academy student-athletes 
received a District A Athletic Sportsmanship Award from 
the MIAA recently. Shown are (from left) PMA athletic 
director Steve Stankus; MIAA Sportsmanship Committee 
Chair and Medway High School Athletic Director Rob Pearl; 
PMA coach Arielle Gillette; students Mckenzie Ferrari, Liliana 
Foucault, Brady Quinn and Samuel Mather; and John Maguire, 
president and CEO of Friendly's. Friendly's recently partnered 
with the MIAA as its "Official Family Restaurant” and serves 
as the presenting sponsor of the MIAA Sportsmanship Award 
program. Photo by Melissa Ostrow
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

CHAMPIONS CORNER

ADDICONIS CHAMPS

This fourth-grade Methuen Youth Basketball team won the Addiconis Tourney 
in North Andover. Shown are (back, from left) Dylan Sicard, Jack Bradford, 
Antonio Pemberton, Jagger Carreiro, Nicholas Giufrrida; (front, from left) Jaidon 
Robinson, Jordan Marion, Alex Santiago, Jeremiah Almanzar, Logan Baez, Dylan 
Conway. Courtesy photo

HOOD TOURNEY CHAMPS

The Methuen Youth Basketball Grade 8A team won the Hood Tourney in 
Tewksbury. Shown are (back row) assistant coach Alex Shepherd, Nomar Tejada, 
Nick Spencer, Darren Bistany, Randy Vasquez, Andrew Wannaphong, coach Ed 
Zraket; (front row) Brian Zraket, Brendan Ferris, Isaac Allen, Kyle Salvo and Jaden 
Colon. Courtesy photo

WRESTLERS BRING HOME HARDWARE! 
On Dec. 17, Methuen Youth Wrestling’s K-8th-grade wrestlers competed in the Tomahawk Throwdown Tournament held at the 

University of New Hampshire in Durham. Wrestlers who competed had 3-plus years’ experience and competed in an 8-man bracket. Top 
3 wrestlers qualified for medals. Methuen Youth Wrestling placed first as a team overall. 

Celebrating victory in the K-4 Division for their weight brackets are (from left) Izaiah Santiago, 10, who placed third; 
William Lavalle, 9, who placed first; Vincent Demaio, 9, who placed first; Nathan Morales, 7, placed second; Kaelib 
Reynolds, 10, placed first; Yandel Morales, 10, placed first. Courtesy photos

Caiden Chase, 10, placed first in the 
102-pound bracket.

More Champs 
on page 27
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By Kim Whiting
MethuenLife Writer

  
If you order a delivery from Romano’s 

Pizzeria in Salem, N.H., your kids may 
want to wait outside to see if they can 
doodle on the car that brings the food. 

Yes, really. Doodle on it. With chalk. 
That’s because the owner of “General 

Patchwork Adams” - the chalkboard car - 
currently earns his living making deliveries 
around the Salem area. 

Methuen native Matt Setchell of 
Haverhill bought the car, a 1996 Honda 
Civic Hatchback, over the summer for 
$500. He had no real plan for the car 
other than providing transportation for his 
delivery job, and getting to and from his 
other job as a DJ at the seasonal car shows 
hosted by Fuddruckers in Methuen, the 
community where he grew up. The body 

was in tough shape but Setchell is a 
handy guy, willing to improvise and do 
most of the work himself, so he didn’t 
shy away from the challenge. 

A good bit of patching and 
priming later, DJ Fahonda 
drove his flat-black ’96 Honda 
with license-plate patches to 
the Fuddruckers car show 
where he listened to all of the 
parents telling their kids not 
to touch the cars. He had a 
brainstorm. 

“How are kids gonna want to 
go to car shows if they can’t touch 
nothing? There’s nothing fun for them to 
do,” he said.

So Setchell traded the primer for 
chalkboard paint – just the front end at 
first – and the car made its debut as the 
chalkboard car in August at the car show at 

Winnikenni Castle. It was a huge hit! 
“It was covered (with drawings) the first 

night,” Setchell said. “Everyone loved it … 
everyone was surrounding it.” 

It was clear that just the front end wasn’t 
enough, so Setchell started buying a couple 
cans of chalkboard spray paint every week, 
painting a little at a time until the whole car 
was covered, and he’s been taking it to car 
shows and parades ever since, much to the 
delight of local children. 

Melissa Bergeron Levesque is event 
coordinator for the Derry-Salem Elks. She 
and her son, Julien, see the car quite often: 
“My 5-year-old loves the car and thinks it’s 
great he can draw on it!”

The car’s name, like the car itself, has 
evolved into something unplanned and 
bigger than expected. 

“First my buddy called it ‘General’ since 
it was my everyday car,” Setchell said, “and 
then the patches so … ‘General Patch.’ But 
then when I came up with the idea for the 
chalkboard, I thought of (the main character 
in the movie) Patch Adams who made 
everyone happy with the silly things he did, 
so I call him ‘General Patchwork Adams’ so 
it’s (all of that) together.”

Setchell’s daughter is nearly 3 and 
enjoys the car as much as he does, he said: 

“She has apraxia, so this is fun for 
her because she can’t express herself 

through words, but she loves to draw.” 
She may have inherited her love of 

drawing from her father, who took a variety 
of art classes throughout school including 
drawing, painting and photography, but 
after graduating high school he was too 
busy working full time to really focus 
any attention on art. So, really, General 
Patchwork Adams is a way both he and his 
daughter explore their creative abilities. 

In fact, Setchell said, it was his former 
high school teacher who sold him the car. 

“I am so happy that I sold you my Civic,” 
said Jenny Nguyen, in a Facebook post. “I 
can see that you love it as much as I did!”

The car is quickly becoming a local icon, 
but with over 200,000 miles on it, it can’t 
last forever. Setchell said he will keep it 
on the road as long as possible, but this 
project has sparked an idea for converting 
an old ice cream truck or similar vehicle 
into a mobile DJ studio/chalkboard van that 
would allow him to bring his unique brand 
of fun to local events for years to come. 

General Patchwork Adams and DJ 
Fahonda are available for hire. Find more 
information at facebook.com/generalpatch 
or facebook.com/djfahondaentertainment.   

REVVED UP ABOUT CREATIVITY
Chalkboard car draws interest from kids of all ages!

Methuen native Matt Setchell 
drove General 

Patchwork Adams 
in Salem, N.H.,’s 
Holiday Parade 

with his almost-
3-year-old 
daughter, 

Nova, 
riding 
in the 

passenger 
seat.  

Courtesy 
photo

The crew from Romano’s Pizzeria in Salem walked alongside General Patchwork 
Adams in the Holiday Parade. Courtesy photo

Local kids decorated the car in advance of Salem’s recent parade. Courtesy 
photo

Matt Setchell stood by his car after cleaning off all the chalk. 
          Photo by Kim Whiting
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By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

  O’Reilly.
  Middleton.
  Brickley. 
  For many Bruins fans, just mentioning 

these names gets the ol’ heart pumping!
  These Boston legends and about a 

dozen more are expected to hit the ice at 
the Methuen High rink Jan. 27, when the 
Bruins Alumni Team takes on Methuen 
Youth Hockey coaches. It’s been seven 
years since MYHA held this wow-factor 
fund-raiser and new MYHA President Joe 
Boyden says the time is right.

  “It’s all about raising some money for 
youth hockey. It’s not something we can 
do every year,” he said, “but it’s all for the 
kids.”

  Starting at 4pm, there will be a two-
period game, autograph signing, raffles, 
silent auction and more. Money raised 
will go toward things like “skills clinics, 
shooting, checking – and helping keep 
tuition down,” Boyden said, noting there 
are about 175 kids ages 4 to 16 involved 
with MYHA between hockey teams and the 
Learn to Skate program.

  While the youngsters benefit, the 
bigger thrill might be for their coaches … 
who’ve been following Bruins games their 
whole lives. Racing up and down the ice 
alongside some true Boston idols makes for 
an unforgettable experience.

  Ice rink manager Paul Trussell is one of 
about 22 guys who’ll be suiting up for the 
Rangers.

  “This is so exciting for me, and this is 
the third time I’ve done it! We’re gonna 

have a blast,” he said. “I mean, it’s Terry 
O’Reilly. You’re not putting a move on 
him! It’s so exciting to be out there with 
these guys you’ve watched all these years.”

  Boyden – whose kids Molly, 9, and 
Keegan, 12, both play MYHA – says there 
will be a good mix of current and former 
coaches wearing Ranger Blue at the Alumni 
game. In net will be Tim Marsh and Scoop 
Marchand.

  Tickets are $12 for adults (13+), $8 
for those 2 to 12 and free to kids 2 and 

under. Tickets are available at the rink or 
by e-mailing micheledrp13@gmail.com. To 
find out more, visit myha.com.

  Boyden made sure to give a shout-out 
to the alumni event committee: Doug and 
Michele Drapeau, Michelle Squatrito, Jan 
Duffy, Lynn Sullivan and Renee Doherty.

  “MYHA’s numbers are growing,” 
Boyden said. “People are so supportive of 
it, and having a great board makes it so 
much easier.”

Bruins legends returning to Ranger rink
to take on youth hockey coaches!

The Boston Bruins Alumni last took on Methuen Youth Hockey coaches back in 2010. Fifteen former Bruins are expected to be back in Ranger Nation for a re-match 
Jan. 27. MethuenLife file photos

Frank Simonetti, who played four seasons with the Bruins, enjoys meeting some 
young fans.

Methuen Youth Hockey founder Charlie Bradbury, shown dropping the puck back 
in 2010, is planning on attending this month’s re-match.








































