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By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

While Jim Jajuga sailed into the May-
or’s Office with decades of public ser-
vice under his belt (but minus a challeng-
er), voters last month put their faith in 
many new to Methuen’s political scene. 
  Seven first-time City Council and School 
Committee office holders are among those 
to be sworn in next month. While decades 
of city records don’t note the ages of our 
elected officials, MethuenLife consulted 
with local politics watchers (including City 
Clerk Tina Conway and history expert Joe 
Bella) and it’s safe to say that a couple 
of firsts were achieved under Methuen’s 
city form of government. Making history 
in the age categories are Jajuga, who at 
70 is Methuen’s most senior mayor to get 
elected (our first mayor, Samuel Rushton, 
was about 33 when elected in 1917 during 
a short-lived city form of government) 
and 20-year-old Ryan Hamilton who is the 
city’s youngest city councilor.

Voter turnout on Election Day – a bright, 
crisp day with no precipitation in sight – 
was a dismal 17 percent. Out of 33,803 
registered voters, only 5,717 cast ballots

Here are the results, with asterisks indi-
cating incumbents:

MAYOR: Jim Jajuga, 4,332 votes
AT-LARGE COUNCILORS: Jen Kan-

nan*, 3,468; Jessica Finochiarro, 3,179; 
Ryan Hamilton, 2,338. (Not garnering 
enough votes were Ryan DiZoglio with 
2,066 and Steve Gillis with 1,372.)

EAST DISTRICT COUNCILORS: 
Steve Saba, 1,313; Eunice Zeigler, 1,004. 
(Falling short were Adam Chiocca, 765, 
and Daniel Grayton, 517.)

CENTRAL DISTRICT COUNCIL-
ORS: Joyce Campagnone, 812; James 
McCarty, 773. (Tony Jones lagged behind 
with 481.)

WEST DISTRICT COUNCILORS: 
Uncontested incumbents Lynn Vidler* and 
George Kazanjian* drew 1,330 and 1,307 
votes, respectively.

METHUEN SCHOOL COMMIT-
TEE: Susan Nicholson 3,294; Nicholas 
DiZoglio*, 3,015; Jana DiNatale*, 2,869; 
Robert Vogler*, 2,830; Jana Zanni Pesce, 
2,675; DJ Deeb*, 2,388.

GREATER LAWRENCE TECHNI-
CAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Barbara 
Grondine*, 3,062; Russell Bourassa, 2,208

METHUEN HOUSING AUTHORI-
TY: Frank Gallo*, 2,862; Michelle Bibeau, 
2,530.

NEVINS LIBRARY TRUSTEE: Den-
nis DiZoglio*, 2,949; Karen Woekel Jerz, 
2,544.

Political newcomers win nods from voters
Eldest mayor, 

youngest councilor 
make city history

Incoming mayor James Jajuga and family celebrated at Merrimack Golf Course on election night. MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

The Saba family -- (from left)  daughter Laura and her husband 
Ben Moll,  wife Kathy, Steve Saba and Steve Jr. – celebrated 
Steve’s win for East District councilor at Sahtaines. 
   MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

 

Photo left: Jessica Finocchiaro celebrated her at-large victory at Jon 
Ryan’s Pub with family and supporters. “I feel so honored that people 
trust me with this important role,” she said. “We knocked on and 
called 7,000 homes. … The most important thing is now I know what 
7,000 people want. I’m really going to count on them to inform me.” 
Finocchiaro (standing center) is joined by (standing, from left) Ronald 
Potter, dad Joseph, grandmother Maurina, Jessica, John Zebrowski, 
Christine Metzemaekers, Susan Infantine, Aaron DiGloria; (kneeling 
from left) Katie DeRosa, sister Julianna and mom Joan. 
           MethuenLife photo by Steve Whipple

Incumbent Jennifer Kannan (back, fourth from right) celebrated her 
councilor at-large victory at Michael’s Sweetheart Inn with her ever-
growing family which included husband Bill, sister Cindy, children 
and grandchildren. “I’m thrilled and honored to serve the city for 
another two years,” said Kannan. “This will be a total of 10 years. 
By 2018, we are going to start looking at charter review. We’ll get a 
committee together to possibly make changes to term limits.” 
             MethuenLife photo by Steve Whipple

Political newcomer and incoming Central District councilor James 
McCarty (center) is surrounded by family at Merrimack Golf Course’s 
Sandtrap lounge. Shown are (from left) Patrick Hayes, Jennifer Roche, 
McCarty, Julie Tulley, and Linda and Will Roche. 
            MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

Ryan Hamilton celebrated with family and supporters at the Irish 
Cottage. “I’m just happy all the hard work over the last three 
months has come to fruition,” said the newly elected at-large 
councilor. “I want to thank all the people who helped me. The 
city is ready for a fresh voice. I’m ecstatic to work with all those 
who won.” His dad Mike added, “He worked hard; he has a lust 
for it.” Ryan is pictured with his dad Mike, mom Shauna and 
sister Haley.                       MethuenLife photo by Steve Whipple
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By Nancy Reardon 
MethuenLife Staff

When Methuen residents turn on their 
faucets, dish washers, sprinklers and 
showers, the water that pours out comes 
courtesy of the Merrimack River. The Clean 
River Project, which works tirelessly to clear 
our waterways and shorelines of garbage 
and debris, was presented the Methuen 
Exchange Club’s highest award – The Book 
of Golden Deeds – last month.

“During the course of 14 years, they 
have pulled out of the Merrimack River 
80 cars, 10,000 tires filling three 30-yard 
dumpsters,” Clean River Project member 
Dennis Houlihan told the crowd gathered 
at Merrimack Golf Course last month for 
the club’s 23rd annual Recognition Dinner 
and Awards Night. Illustrating the direct 
significance of his group’s work across the 
region, he held up a glass of tap water and 
said, “Over 600,000 people drink from the 
river,” – then he gulped it down.

For their potentially life-saving actions, 
Officers Shawn Tardif, Kenneth Pilz and 
Brian Hellman each received Police Officer 
of the Year. In the early hours of Nov. 12, 
2016, they ran into a burning building, 
banging on doors to get the occupants out of 
a house at 2 Pleasant St. They also evacuated 
people from 4 Pleasant St. 

Chief Joseph Solomon said, “These men 
are heroes. If it were not for their actions, 
running into this burning building and 
waking up these residents, (they) would 
have very well perished.”

Officer Pilz’s father, retired Officer Richard 
Pilz, is a former Officer of the Year recipient. 
    Firefighter of the Year was presented to 
retired Deputy Chief Charles Ripley III by 

Chief Tim Sheehy. 
Sheehy nominated “Chuck” for his calm 

demeanor during a devastating fire Dec. 
22, 2016 at 11 Ashton Place. Ripley was in 
charge that evening. 

“Chuck remained calm during an intense 
‘Mayday’ that was called out by one of the 
firefighters. I was 10 minutes away and it 
was the longest 10 minutes when I heard 
that Mayday over the radio. When I arrived, 

I was never so happy to see that firefighter 
sitting on a truck,” Sheehy said. “He went 
into that building and rescued a woman who 
had suffered extensive smoke inhalation as 
well as leading other residents to safety.” 

Ripley credited his Christian faith and his 
family for everything. He retired July 1 after 
40 years of faithful service to the Methuen 
Fire Department.  

Ed “Hoppy” Curran was given the 
club’s first Veterans Service Award for his 
dedication to all area veterans. Whether 
it was his former position as Methuen’s 
veterans service director or jump-starting 
the creation of the Vietnam War Memorial 
in Lawrence at Bellevue Cemetery, or 
organizing road races and other events to 
raise scholarship money for kids, Curran 
is a hands-on advocate. Curran said he was 
humbled to receive the award and thanked 
his family for being there for him.

The Proudly We Hail residential award 
was given to Donald and Susan Corbett who 
have lived in Methuen for the past 30 years. 
They proudly fly the American flag in honor 
of their fathers who both served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II, as well as Don’s 
uncles who also fought in World War II and 
the Korean War.

“I am proud to say I am the son of a World 
War II Navy veteran,” Don said. 

Along with a plaque presentation, they 
also received a new flag to fly.

The Proudly We Hail business award was 
presented to Dave Gordon of the MSPCA at 
Nevins Farm. The MSPCA proudly flies the 
flag at its Broadway location. The MSPCA 
is dedicated to the care and adoption of 
animals.

Visit www.MethuenLife.com

Clean River Project earned the Methuen Exchange Club’s highest honor – its Book of Golden 
Deeds – for working diligently to clear debris from our waterways. Here, CRP’s Dennis Houli-
han holds up a glass of tap water – before gulping it down – to show that it’s clean and safe 
to drink. MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon 

CHEERS to heroes, patriots & clean drinking water!
Exchange Club presents honors

The night’s honorees included (front, from left) Deputy Chief Charles Ripley III, Ed “Hoppy” Curran, Dennis 
Houlihan, and Susan and (behind her) Dennis Corbett; (back, from left) Officer Shawn Tardif, Officer Brian 
Hellman and Officer Kenneth Pilz. 

Police Officers of the Year are Shawn Tardif, Brian Hellman and Kenneth Pilz.
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By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

  Since graduating from Methuen High in 
2011, Michael Gorman has been befriending 
addicts.

  The devoted drug/alcohol counselor has 
watched too many in the Merrimack Valley 
lose their battles, but he’s also been there 
to save many who were hopeless and had 
nowhere else to turn. 

  His secret?
  “Love is the most powerful feeling in 

the world,” he said. “Show someone you 
care.”

  Gorman relayed addicts’ pain and 
success to Methuen High students during 
October’s Red Ribbon Week, where the 
focus is encouraging a drug-free lifestyle. 
He spent a day speaking to sophomores 
through seniors in advanced health classes, 
sharing the stories, photos, drawings and 
letters of the people he’s met. 

  There was the young woman who got her 
own mom hooked on heroin – an addiction 
that led to Gorman finding that mom dead 
on a couch in Lawrence. Or the woman – 
days away from entering rehab – who drew 
Gorman a picture of herself scaling a fence 
(a symbol of a new beginning), only to go 
for one last high which ended up being 
fatal. There’s the homeless woman who 
slept on a bench outside Big & Beefy near 
the Methuen line before Gorman showed 
up at her hospital bedside – he helped her 
get clean, then sent her home to her family 
in Florida. There’s the addict who Gorman 
visited in prison twice a week back when 
he was a college kid learning about helping 

those hooked on substances: “She’s still 
clean – and she’s so happy I’m telling her 
story to you guys,” Gorman said.

  He’s met addicts who come from good 
families, hold master’s degrees and seem 
to have it all: “You can’t judge anyone,” 
Gorman said. “Behind everyone’s smile is 
a story.”

  “You could hear a pin drop in my 

class. What he’s telling them hits home,” 
said health teacher Sean Dorgan. “It’s not 
something they’re hearing about on the 
news. It’s happening right here, where they 
live.”

  “It was moving,” sophomore Liam 
Foley said of Gorman’s presentation. “He’s 
making changes in a lot of lives.”

  One way Gorman impacts addicts is by 

handing out index cards containing positive 
messages to the homeless. He encouraged 
MHS students to write down words that 
could inspire those feeling hopelessly alone. 
He collected dozens of cards, promising to 
deliver to them to those in need of uplifting.

  “I’ve never seen anyone throw the 
cards on the ground. They read them. Their 
eyes get watery. They tuck them in their 
pockets,” he said.   

  Gorman was glad to be back in Methuen 
High and hopefully open some eyes to the 
dangers of drugs and help kids avoid a life 
of drugs.

  “I was that kid in that seat. I’m here to 
educate and maybe change their perspective 
on addiction,” he said.

  Health teacher Lyndsay Knull said the 
students have learned about the effects of 
various drugs, including a unit dedicated 
to the opioid epidemic, but hearing these 
first-hand accounts of how drugs negatively 
impact the user and the people around them 
is a powerful lesson that they can’t find in 
books.

  “Addiction doesn’t discriminate. Get 
that straight,” Gorman told one class. “It’s 
a dark, dark, horrible place I hope no one 
here goes to.”

The summer after graduating from 
Methuen High, Michael Gorman founded 
The Movement Family to unite young 
people looking to bring positivity to their 
lives. They meet in Lowell and go bowling 
or mini-golfing or just hang out. Meetings 
will start back up in December. To find 
out more, visit The Movement Family on 
Facebook.

‘Addiction doesn’t discriminate. Get that straight’
MHS alum/counselor shares addicts’ stories, warns of drug dangers

Addiction counselor Michael Gorman (left) spoke to MHS advanced health students, 
including Nicolas Rosado, about the dark path of addiction. Gorman founded The Move-
ment Family to unite young people looking to bring positivity to their lives. 
      MethuenLife photos by Melissa Fili 
   

Here’s a sample of the cards created by MHS students to be handed out to addicts in need 
of encouragement.

around Methuen 
Senior

luncheons
 The final Senior Luncheon of 2017, hosted 
by Nevins Family of Services, focuses on 
“The Benefits of Volunteerism.” It begins 
at noon on Dec. 20 at the historic Nevins 
Manor (110 Broadway). The presentation 
and luncheon are complementary but 
reservations are required as space is 
limited. Contact Bonnie Herrick at (978) 
682-7611 to reserve your spot.

Parkinson’s
support group 

  If you have Parkinson’s disease or care 
for someone who does, and you could use 
a little support, stop by Nevins Library on 
Nov. 8 and get involved with a new support 
group led by American Parkinson Disease 
Association’s Massachusetts chapter. This 
month’s topic is “Building Support for You” 
and the guest speaker is Cathi Thomas of 

the APDA.
  This new group meets the second 
Wednesday of the month, 6 to 7:30pm 
at the library. Have questions? Call Julia 
Huestis at (857) 221-2460.

Old meds, needles
can go to station

  You can dispose of your prescription 
medication and needles at the Methuen 
Police Department anytime of the day or 
night. There are two drop boxes located in 
the police station lobby that the public can 
access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
  The MedReturn Drug Collection Unit allows 
citizens to drop off expired or unwanted 
prescription medications (no loose pills, 
please). The Sharps Container Disposal Unit 
lets you dispose of used needles in a safe 
manner. Simply bring your sharps in a 
safe container for disposal or there are 
containers located next to the box.
















