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Scholarships help NECC student in dream of finding cures
32 Methuen students earn money for college

By Ellen Small-Davis
NECC Staff Writer
When Han Nguyen first told her family
she was trading in the family’s tradition
of tailoring to work in a laboratory, they
were skeptical, but her 4.0 GPA at Northern
Essex Community College has since convinced them otherwise.
The Vietnamese native has received two
scholarships - the Women of NECC Scholarship in Memory of Ann Bride and the
President Emeritus Harold Bentley Memorial Scholarship - for her academic achievements. The liberal arts major is one of 200
NECC students, 32 from Methuen, to share
more than $200,000 in scholarship funds
raised by Northern Essex’s office of institutional advancement.
“I deeply appreciate the financial support,” said the 19-year-old. “I cannot
express enough my sincere gratitude for the
support … it truly makes a difference.”
An international student, Han moved to

the States at 17 and attended a Christian
high school in North Carolina. She moved in
with her aunt and grandmother in Methuen
over a year ago and enrolled in Northern
Essex’s liberal arts degree program with an
emphasis on math and science.
After she graduates from NECC in May
2018 she hopes to pursue a bachelor’s
degree in the sciences and eventually work
in a lab for a pharmaceutical company.
“I knew by the time I was 15 I did not
want to be a tailor,” she said. “I love my
parents’ job and love the satisfaction shown
in each customer’s face … my father says
his job is artistic … I agree with him, but
I knew I would never belong to that job.”
It wasn’t until she experienced the modern educational environment in the United States, Nguyen said, that she came to
understand her educational pursuits were
limitless.
While she understands that friends and
family think a career in a laboratory as isolating and boring, she sees it as an important

role in the creation of new medicines for the
greater community.
In recommending her for a scholarship,
NECC mathematics professor Lori Heymans wrote, “Han was a student in my
Calculus I class, and has proven to be
exceptional in several respects. Han is very
intelligent and diligent. She proves to be a
very quick study, learning the concepts of
Calculus. Furthermore, her questions are
always thoughtful and insightful. Not only
was her class participation fantastic, but she
has received excellent marks on all of her
exams and assignments. Han puts all of her
efforts into her projects, and shows every
sign of having real talent in mathematics.”
Heymans noted that Nguyen is a member
of the American Chemical Society and a top
42 National Finalist for the Team America
Rocketry Challenge.
“Han is extremely enthusiastic and she
has great aspirations,” she wrote.

Methuen’s Han Nguyen has only been in
the United States since age 17, but she’s
already earned financial support for her
education thanks to her perfect 4.0 GPA.
Courtesy photo

Other Methuen residents to receive scholarships include:

Black

Daniel Baranowski:		
Louis A. Gigliotti Memorial Scholarship
Amanda Beauregard:		
Pentucket Medical Associates, Inc.
				Health Professions Scholarship
Amanda Beauregard:		
Lars G. Nichols Memorial Scholarship
Andrea Birch:			
Daniel E. Coleman, MD Respiratory Therapy
				Scholarship
Lizbeth Cabral:			
Raney Family Memorial Scholarship
Karina Calderon:			
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Junior De Los Santos Galan:
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Samantha DeLaCruz:		
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Zachary Deveau:			
NECC Foundation Inc. Scholarship
Eilin Diaz:			
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Klinbert Garcia:			
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Christina Garcia-Wedge:		
NECC Foundation, Inc. Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Amanda Heckenlively:		
Dr. Fred & Emily Arrigg Family Scholarship
Amber Hernandez:		
National Grid Scholarship
Melissa Hernandez:		
NECC Alumni Association Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Demetrio Leonardo:		
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Tamara Mondesir:		
NECC Presidential Scholar Award
Elizabeth Morris:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Han Nguyen:			
Women of NECC Scholarship in Memory of Ann Bride
Han Nguyen:			
President Emeritus Harold Bentley Memorial
				Scholarship

Hypatia Ortega:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Samantha Pinheiro:		
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Wendy Ramirez:			
Irene J. & Michael A. Bevilacqua Memorial
				Scholarship
Wendy Ramirez:			
Chester W. and Sally Ann Hawrylciw Memorial
				Scholarship
Meghan Ridley:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Janine Santiago:			
Moore Family Scholarship
Lakeisha Santiago:		
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Lakeisha Santiago:		
Follett Bookstore Gift Cards
Melina Santiago:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Melina Santiago:			
NECC PACE Program Scholarship
Wilmer Sosa Tejada:		
NECC Foundation, Inc. Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Brianna St. Laurent:		
NECC Foundation, Inc. Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Patrick Stapleton:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Incoming Freshman
				Scholarship
Andrew Stewart:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Francis Thompson:		
NECC PACE Program Transfer Scholarship
Dat Tran:			
Deborah Pifer Memorial Scholarship
Minh Trinh:			
NECC Foundation, Inc. Scholarship
Minh Trinh:			
Follett Bookstore Gift Cards

Baker appoints Borislow a NECC Trustee

Jennifer Borislow

Jennifer A. Borislow, founding
principal of Borislow Insurance
of Methuen, is one of two local
businesswomen recently named
to the Northern Essex Community College Board of Trustees by
Gov. Charlie Baker. Anita Rajan
Worden, co-founder of Yaskawa
Solectria of Lawrence, was also
named.
“We are honored to have such
accomplished individuals join our

Board of Trustees,” said NECC President Lane Glenn Lane.
Borislow, a Methuen resident, is a nationally recognized
expert, author, speaker, and thought leader on employee
benefits, insurance and related business strategies. She is
the chief executive officer and strategic coach of the organization. For more than 35 years she has helped business
owners, executives, and professionals, develop a clear, strategic vision for their organizations that leverage employee
benefits, risk management, and more. Her specialty is
working with educational organizations.
She has been involved in a number of industry organizations and been active on several local boards including

the Merrimack Valley YMCA Board of Trustees. She has
co-authored several books including “Bend the Healthcare Trend” which clarifies consumer-driven health and
wellness plans that help employers empower employees to
control health care costs. “Inspire to Act” and “Inspire to
Act for Kids” are collections of stories that help others to
embrace the power of kindness.
The college’s Board of Trustees includes nine members
who are appointed by the governor of the state to a maximum of two five-year terms as well as an alumni-elected
member, who also serves a maximum of 10 years, and a
student trustee who serves for two semesters.
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Gymnast, 10, to represent
New England at national event
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Interstate gymnast Divier Ramos will
compete at the Future Stars National
Championship in Colorado this month.
Courtesy photo

was 5, Dunkan told me, ‘Wait until you see
him!’ and I thought, ‘Yeah – I see this every
day!”
Divier tried swimming, soccer, ice
skating, skiing – but he ultimately chose
gymnastics. He now practices four or five
days a week, three to four hours a day.
“It’s fun. I have a lot of friends there,” he
explained. “It’s what I like and what I can
do. I’m actually good at it!”
Divier loves the floor exercises,
especially when he flies through the air
during consecutive tumbling moves and
reaches a good height.
“I get power!” he said.
While he admits that heading to a national
spotlight is “nerve-racking,” he’s going to
focus on perfecting certain moves (like his
“peach” on the parallel bars and his “toe on,
toe off” on the high bars).
“He puts a lot of pressure on himself …
but under pressure, he performs better,”
says Anabelle. “It’s stressful to watch him.
But we have to support him and we are very
proud of him.”

Paul, continued from 22
director, producer, musical director, set
designer and lighting designer. Fortunately,
Paul does all of those jobs and he does them
well. Veteran actor of 40 years, Sharon
Fluet said that NRTW has been “a constant”
in her life.
“I’ve done this longer than anything
else in my life,” she said. “Paul’s greatest
contribution is that he does it all – he
oversees the cohesion and vision of the
show.”
She explained that in Paul’s striving
for excellence, he sees talent where others
cannot and to trust the process.
“When you see how it all comes together,
you think, ‘Now I get it,’ ” she said. “You
walk away saying, ‘Wow, I did that.’ ”
Music was integral to Paul’s childhood
in North Reading – his father was musical
and Paul performed in school plays and
sang in the church choir, later becoming the
youngest choir director. After high school,
he took classes at Fitchburg State College,
University of Massachusetts Lowell and
Emerson College, then acted in summer
stock theater and show bands up and down
the east coast. Eventually, he wound his way

to Las Vegas and performed an opening act.
When traveling show business got lonely,
he headed back to New England and his
family and friends. There, he worked a
stint at Raytheon, which he admitted was a
“great situation,” but then picked up where
he left off with theater. He formed the North
Reading Theatre Workshop, later renamed
the North Regional Theatre Workshop,
where he directed such classics as “Gypsy,”
“A Chorus Line,” “Annie” and “Godspell.”
NRTW is still going strong and is always
looking for new members.
“We won’t turn anyone away,” said Denis.
They are preparing for their annual
“Home for the Holidays” musical review
and looking forward to the springtime
celebratory production, “Broadway Our
Way!”
While new NRTW members and “faces
from the past” gather to celebrate four
decades of fellowship and theater, Paul said
that he will continue to uphold his signature
line: “May the music never end.”
Do you know an inspiring person from
Methuen? Contact Christine McLaughlin
Howell at cmrjhowell@verizon.net.

Black

Though he’s only 10 years old, highpowered gymnast Divier Ramos has
tumbled, flipped and vaulted his way into a
national competition where he’ll represent
New England this month.
“It was awesome – it was life-changing!”
the Comprehensive Grammar School
student says about hearing his name called
following a qualifying round at MEGA gym
in Millis last month. Divier, his parents
Anabelle and Jorge, and his longtime
Interstate Gymnastics and Dance coach
Dunkan Gould will spend a weekend in
Colorado for the Future Stars National
Championship held at the Olympic
Training Center. Future Stars is an athletedevelopment and education program that’s
part of USA Gymnastics. The top 16
gymnasts at Future Stars will become part
of the Junior National Team.
“It takes a special gymnast to qualify
(for Future Stars) at such a young age,” said
Gould, who has been coaching at Interstate
31 years. “It’s been 15 years since we’ve
qualified a boy from Interstate. It’s a very
tough program. … The routines are done
on all apparatus and it’s very difficult for
young kids to do.”
Divier will compete in six events: floor,
pommel horse, rings, vault, parallel bars
and high bar. Plus he’ll compete in three
extra routines – flexibility, strength and
trampoline.
His coach has great confidence in him.
“He’s an amazing tumbler, and has been
state and regional champ on floor exercise,”
said Gould. “He’s been competing for five
years and every year – at the end of season
with States and Regionals – he’s always in
the mix.”
Divier, the youngest of four children,
started gymnastics as a preschooler after
copying the moves of his older sister who
was already taking classes.
“He would do handstands on the wall
and jump around the house,” laughs mom
Anabelle. “At the first meet when Divier

25

Denis and Paul Webster-Greene are devoted to the Methuen community – and one
another. 				MethuenLife photo by Christine McLaughlin Howell

Sports continued from 24
Blitz Bits

Methuen Youth Wrestling’s 2017-18
program is now holding registration for
boys and girls grades 1 through 8. The
Elementary Program, grades 1-4, has a
conditioning program in November and
practices Tuesday and Thursday, 6:15 to 8
pm, December through March at the Timony
School. The Middle School Program, grades
5-8, also does conditioning in November

and practices Monday and Wednesday, 6:30
to 8 pm at the Timony School. Registration
fee is $150 individual and $230 family.
Visit methuenyouthwrestling.com for more
information and online registration.
John Molori is an author, columnist,
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook: John
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail
molorimedia@gmail.com.

We're online. Visit www.MethuenLife.com

Producer,
director,
performer:
Paul WebsterGreene (center,
foreground)
is completely
hands-on with
his NRTW
shows. ML file
photo
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Medugno family rallies to keep kids clean
Kickball tourney honors late
brother, raises $3,240 for SADD
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Black

Curt Medugno was the youngest of 14,
a well-known Methuen High athlete, the
“favorite and most fun uncle” and an “allaround good person.”
But he hit a rough patch in life and turned
to alcohol and drugs. He died April 21, 2015
at the age of 44.
Cousins Emily Speight and Brittany Alicandro were crushed by their uncle’s death
and wanted to be pro-active in educating
others about the dangers of addiction.
“(Uncle Curt) had one bad year and it
took over. It goes to show how one time Curt Medugno died in 2015 after a
with drugs could ruin somebody,” said substance-abuse battle.
Speight. “We had this random idea about
a kickball tournament and we wanted the to make them feel like something posimoney to go to younger people so they can tive came from this,” she explained. “The
be a bit more knowledgeable and change money that goes into SADD brings a little
their lives.”
halo of goodness to it. We’re trying to do
Last month, the third annual Curt E. something about this. We need to teach
Medugno Memorial Kickball Tournament these kids different habits. … Kids are so
raised $3,240 for Methuen Public Schools’ easily re-routed.”
Students Against Destructive Decisions
Methuen Public Schools’ Drug and Alco(SADD) program. Twelve teams of up to a hol Resource Coordinator Dean Brouder,
dozen players each hit the Burnham Road who oversees SADD, called the Medugno
fields last month and soaked up a day of family “a godsend” to the program.
food, raffles, music and great camaraderie.
“They’re the single largest private donor
This year’s tourney was dedicated to Curt’s of SADD funds in Massachusetts,” he said.
brother Michael, who died in February from “It’s unbelievable generosity. They’re fuelliver cancer. More than $8,000 has been ing our ability to let the kids enjoy drug-free
raised for Methuen SADD in three years.
activities, like apple picking, pumpkin carvCurt’s sister Carole-Lyn Murphy noted ing, participating in the Festival of Trees.”
that her brother’s addiction, which left him
Brouder announced at the tourney that,
on life support for a week, and his ultimate starting this year, SADD will create a scholdeath “put my family through a lot. It affect- arship in Curt Madugno’s name. It will go
ed all of us.”
to a college-bound senior who “who went
She says the kickball tourney is win-win. above and beyond in terms of being active
“Families need to do something good in SADD.”

Methuen High School’s SADD team, the SADDvages, competed with their adviser Jackie
Rubino.

For the extended Medugno family, the annual kickball tourney is a day to celebrate
togetherness, remember the late Curt Medugno and raise money to educate today’s kids
about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. Here, Curt’s parents Dawn and Emilio Medugno
are flanked by their granddaughters Brittany Alicandro (left) and Emily Speight who run
the tourney. MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

A player hustles to first base.

Prior to the games, everyone stood silent for the national anthem.
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Charles’ fabulous Shangri-la up for sale
By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer
Charles has left the building.
Well, soon anyway. And what a building
it is.
For as long as anyone can remember,
Charles Mello (he uses just the first name)
and his sprawling Methuen home called
“Oakside” have been integral parts of
Methuen’s social and historical scene.
But now the man and his mother, who
are behind the Methuen Festival of Trees’
highest grossing tree each year, are moving
on. Charles, 70, and his mom Mary, 98,
are heading to downtown Lowell. And the
home where Charles ran Charles Beauty
Wellness salon/spa for decades and entertained hundreds of guests at a time is on the
market for $749,900.
Located at 1 Locust St., Oakside is a triangular 1-acre parcel situated between East
and Lawrence streets.
“When I bought Oakside I saw it as a
place to have all my friends over, and then
my clientele followed,” said Charles. “I
lived in eight homes before this one for just

“I bought this (place) for the tower,” admitted Charles, who has lived in Oakside for three
decades. Across the street from the tower built by Edward Searles is the Neil Playstead.
							Photo by Steve Whipple

a year for each. They just didn’t feel right.
The moment I moved in here, I knew it was
perfect.”

Black

In the early 1950s Florence Robertson,
who owned the Pepsi-Cola bottling plant on
Broadway, lived in former Mayor Sharon
Pollard’s home two doors over. In 1956, she
had a 2,400-square-foot ranch-style home
built on the site.
Charles purchased the property in 1988.
“As a child, we’d drive by this road to
visit my aunt and see all these walls and
towers,” he said, noting that he was mesmerized by the tower that Edward Searles
had erected on the property decades earlier.
For a decade prior to the city purchasing
the Searles building for its city hall, Charles
operated his salon in the area now occupied by the City Clerk’s Office. The space
included a chandelier and grand piano.
When not snipping and coloring hair, he
was maintaining the lavish flower gardens
around City Hall.

According to Charles, parts of Searles’
properties were named after the tree near
the entrance. Oakside is named after this
300-year-old oak throwing shade on the
tower.

After years of a neighbor opposing his
efforts to relocate his business to Oakside,
Charles moved in 1993. After the neighbor
passed away, the property went back on the
market in 1998; he scooped it up and set up
his business there the following year.
Since 1956, the property has received
three major additions. Charles estimates
that over 30 years he has invested $1.2
million on the interior and grounds, which
required (50) dump trucks of soil and boulders to create levels.
The home now features three different
See CHARLES, Page 39

“I designed the great room to hold 100 people,” said Charles. “We’ve had parties here that
held 400.” Photo courtesy Madore Photography

The in-ground pool is situated between the home and a lower level that features a
beach setting, complete with sand, beach house and chairs. Photo courtesy Madore
Photography

The living room was once the home of Charles Beauty Wellness salon. It features pillars,
leopard-print seats, chandeliers and a wall of glass that looks over the flower-filled
grounds. Photo courtesy Madore Photography
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Charles, continued from page 38
living areas, five bathrooms, five bedrooms,
two living rooms, two kitchens, its own
beach area (minus the surf) and is encompassed by the Searles walls.
Charles has relocated his business to
Lowell Boulevard in Methuen next to Sun-

set Engravers.
He dislikes driving and said he looks forward to the next chapter of his life, where
he can walk to restaurants and theaters in
Lowell, where he grew up.

Farewell tree is ‘For the Fans’

Raise a glass to
‘Mame’ at MHS
Moving in with a giddy, unconventional
and charismatic socialite isn’t exactly what
newly orphaned 10-year-old Patrick Dennis
had in mind when it came to starting over.
But that’s just the beginning of the
laughs when the Pentucket Players bring
the Tony Award-winning musical “Mame”
to Methuen High this month! The show, set
in the roaring 1920s and the down-and-out
1930s, includes a 12-member orchestra and
a complete dance ensemble.
The Methuen residents involved include:
Pentucket Players treasurer and costume
designer Marie Bliven.
Rob Charette playing Mame’s friend
Lindsay Woolsey.
Jacob Little who is part of the vocal/
dance ensemble.
Tom Petzy who takes on the role of
Ralph Devine.
Cristian Ramos-Delgado as the Older

Patrick Dennis.
Kaitlin Smith, a dancer Gloria Upson.
The show is directed by Haverhill’s
John Buzzell.
“Mame” is being presented Nov. 17 and
18 at 7:30 pm and Nov. 18 and 19 at 1
pm at Methuen High School’s Nicholson
Auditorium. Tickets cost $25 and may be
reserved online at www.pentucketplayers.
org. Group rates are available.
Now in their 24th season in the
Merrimack Valley, Pentucket Players Inc.
a nonprofit community theater group. This
is their second production in Methuen,
having begun last April with Cole Porter’s
ship-board musical “Anything Goes.” The
group, displaced when Merrimack College
stopped leasing their facilities after 15
years, has found a beautiful, state-of-theart facility at MHS, according to Buzzell.

Black

For 24 years Charles and his mom Mary
have been at the center, literally, of the
Methuen Festival of Trees. Each year they
provide the event’s signature tree -- a massive assembly of imagination, lights and
sparkle that requires months to build.
The tree is always displayed in the center
of the festival and visitors purchase raffle
tickets nearby, with the winning digits scoring the tree and $5,000 cash. It brings in
$40,000 annually, said Charles.
“This year we are doing our last tree for
the festival,” said Charles. “We’re making
‘For the Fans’ and are using (air) fans.
We’re doing it for them, sort of a farewell.”
In past years, the duo has constructed
trees with themes such as:
• a plastic cutlery tree.
• neon vanity.
• Look for the Light (religious theme).
• 24-carat gold decorations.
• a gold tree with eight treasure chests
and gold bounty spewing out; took for
months to create.
Charles said that although they will no
longer make the big raffle tree after this
season, he will continue to donate to the
festival.
He recalled the history of his involvement.

39

One of Charles’s favorite trees was their
creation made of clear plastic cutlery.

“One of my clients asked if I could
present a tree, and I could just feel the
energy. I just knew it would grow and be
so successful. It’s fun and people spread
the word.”

The Tony Award-winning musical “Mame” comes to Methuen this month, courtesy of the
Pentucket Players. Toasting to good times are Lindsay Wooley (played by Methuen’s Rob
Charette), Mame (played by April Foley) and Vera (Sandra Huerta). Courtesy photo

New life for your old glasses

The Methuen Lions Club has partnered with Nevins Library to help those in need of eye
glasses.
A drop-off center for used prescription and reading glasses has been set up at the
library, near the main desk. For nearly 100 years, Lions members have worked on projects
designed to prevent blindness, restore eyesight and improve eye health and eye care for
hundreds of millions of people worldwide.

Mary and Charles Mello in one of Oakside’s 15 rooms, where Mary is working on garnish
for this year’s “For the Fans” Festival of Trees entry. It will be their last tree.

Visit www.MethuenLife.com
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20 years after his death, JD Daniels
still inspires smiles, creativity at CGS
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

JD Daniels

They
vividly
recalled his passion
for art; his ability to
laugh at a bad joke;
his love for drama,
hockey and science.
His former assistant principal Kathy
Hammond remembered how, as he left
school that last day,
“He gave me a big
hug and said, ‘You

Standing beside the new art display case, given in memory of eighth-grader JD Daniels,
are (from left) JD’s parents Jody and Joe Daniels, Superintendent Judy Scannell and CGS
Supervising Principal Christopher Reeve.
MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili

ceremony. The Danielses donated a large
art-display case that now sits in the school’s
main foyer, allowing student art to shine.
A framed sketch of an eagle – done by JD
decades ago and hanging in teacher Bethany
Tadiello’s lower-school art room ever since
– will be on permanent display there.
“The support we’ve gotten from the city
over the years, it’s phenomenal,” Joe Daniels told the crowd. “This is a chance for us

to give something back, really. It means a
lot to us.”
For the past two decades, Jody and Joe
have run an annual golf tournament to benefit the JD Fund which gives scholarships
to college-bound art students. Last month it
was announced that they are handing over
the tourney to Cheryl Mancini, Methuen
Public Schools’ fine arts director.
“It will be called A Heart for Arts and

will raise money to enhance the music and
art programs,” Mancini said.
The Danielses are also covering the cost
of 30 new guitars so that Mancini can start
a seventh- and eighth-grade pilot program.
At the Spring Districtwide Art Show, the JD
Fund will donate all food as well as T-shirts
for students named Art All-Stars – those
who are the best citizens in their classroom
and can draw well. And CGS’ art room is
also getting a desperately-needed new kiln,
courtesy of the fund.
“This is money raised by hundreds of
people. We give it in the name of all who
played golf, volunteered, sponsored. We
are the shepherds, the stewards,” Jody said.
“You have our gratitude that you are open to
what we can give.”

‘Mommy, what happened to that boy?’
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer
For the past 17 years, I’ve stopped by JD Daniels’ memorial on Washington Street regularly.
I’m sure it was the large cement frog that
first drew the eye of my older son – then
3 and in a stroller – to the spot near our
new home. He would point out the angel
statue and the candles. In the fall, he’d
insist on smelling the mums and looking at
the pumpkins with their personal messages and Happy Birthday wishes written in
colorful marker and ending with XOXO.
And then I’d read aloud the words placed
in the center of the star of the reddish stone:
“This walkway is dedicated in loving
memory of
Joseph A. “JD” Daniels IV
Oct. 2, 1984 – Oct. 3, 1997
In one of the stars I shall be living,
In one of them I shall be laughing,
And so it will be as if all the stars were
laughing
when you look at the sky at night …
You – only you –
will have the stars that can laugh!”
And time after time, in the way that young
children do, my son would ask, “Mommy,

what happened to that boy?”
And like I’d always done, I’d tell him
the story about JD walking with his friends
on this sidewalk when there was a very bad
accident. He didn’t get to go to his party,
I’d say.
When my second son was in the stroller,
his older brother would point out the memorial and solemnly tell him, “That’s for JD.
There was a car crash and he couldn’t go to
his birthday party. His mom and dad were
so sad.”
I’m still saddened whenever I pass the
memorial, imagining this family’s heartbreak.
Now that 20 years have passed, I asked
JD’s mom Jody about the memorial – always
freshly decorated this time of year. She said
about a dozen of JD’s friends meet at the
site on the anniversary, bring candles and
balloons, and they always invite Jody and
her husband Joe.
“They’re all 33, most are married. We talk
about what’s going on in their lives,” she
said, noting that three of the five boys JD
was with that night still attend. “It’s comforting that they have that much love and their
bond is so strong, but it’s hard to see. I can’t
hug my son, but they hug me.”

Twenty years after his death, JD’s friends continue to decorate the Washington Street
memorial every year for his birthday. MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili

My boys are grown, too. But I still regularly walk that stretch of road with my dog.
The night before the dedication at CGS, I
was near the memorial. A silver Mercedes
SUV flew past at such a high rate of speed
that I jumped off the sidewalk and onto the
grass out of fear.
Through the years, police have tried adding flashing “Your Speed” signs and bus stop

signs to the road. They’ve even sat in apartment parking lots, waiting to ticket speeders.
But still, the drivers careen up and down
this street like it’s a highway.
Let’s all hope that JD continues to keep
watch over Washington Street.
I don’t want to see another memorial there
symbolizing another innocent life taken.

Black

smell SO GOOD!’ ”
From the way that the emotional crowd
reminisced, you’d think that the tragedy that
took 13-year-old JD Daniels from this earth
had just happened.
But, in fact, it was 20 years and 1 day
since that awful night when the Comprehensive Grammar School eighth-grader was
struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver
as he walked on Washington Street with
friends. They were all heading to his house
to celebrate his birthday.
Last month, an intimate group of CGS
staffers – past and present – as well as
school officials gathered with JD’s parents Jody and Joe for a special dedication

JD’s original eagle sketch will be on
permanent display in the case.

