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By Darrell Halen 
MethuenLife Writer 

  Shoppers coming across entrepreneur 
Shannon Molloy’s scarves for sale are 
known for being impressed with their col-
ors, look and design. 

  What also impresses them is that the 
young businesswoman designs the scarves 
herself – despite having cerebral palsy, 

which affects her movement and muscle 
control.

  The 21-year-old owner of Shannon 
Mary Sunshine Original Scarf Designs has 
more than a dozen scarves available for 
purchase online and in several stores, and 
she’s using her profits for a good cause: 

JAJUGA
MAYOR Paid for and authorized by the Jajuga Committee

Safety. 
Opportunity. 

Vision. 
Community.  

These are the elements to a bright 
future for Methuen, and this is 

what I will fight for every day as 
your mayor.

James Jajuga

See MOLLOY, Page 7

James
McCarty

Central District
City Councilor

Artistic, determined & breaking barriers
What disability? Molloy’s scarf biz grows  & profits help buy books, crafts for kids

Entrepreneur 
Shannon Molloy, 
who has cerebral 
palsy, uses her 
communication 
device to choose 
colors for her scarf 
designs. A head 
switch activates 
an auditory scan 
and when she 
hears the color 
she wants, she 
taps the switch 
with her head and 
makes a choice. 
Courtesy photo  
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Jennifer Kannan
Incumbent

Age: 52 
Profession: Realtor 
City involvement: Councilor at Large 
(2008-2013), (2016-present); City 
Council chair (2012); City Council vice 
chair (2009); secretary on Forest Lake 
Association (2008-2012); chair of the 
City Council Policy and Procedure 
Committee (2016-present)

I support many of our youth, school and neighborhood programs. I also 
enjoy hosting and taking part in events at The Methuen Senior Center.

When I was re-elected in 2015, I promised the residents that I would 
always advocate on their behalf, and I started that promise at my first 
meeting in January 2016 when I called for an immediate public hearing 
on a proposed change to our trash and recycling services. To me it was 
loud and clear that the residents of our City did not want this change. I 
was their voice, and the proposal was defeated and never brought back. 
  The Council needs leadership and experience more than ever. There 
are tough decisions that need to be made each year, tough questions 
that need to be asked and a strong voice that needs to be asking them.  
  I have the leadership qualities, I have the experience in local gov-
ernment, and I have the strong voice that speaks for the people. 
My goals are:

• To ensure that Methuen is thriving with opportunities for financial 
growth and development.

• To ensure that our children have the necessary resources available 
to provide them with a quality education.

• To ensure the preservation within our historical district by supporting 
the efforts of those working on displaying our city treasures for all to see.

• To ensure the taxpayer’s dollars are spent in the most efficient and 
effective way.

• To ensure a safe and secure community for all of our residents.

Ryan Hamilton
Age: 19 
Occupation: Full time student at 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
- political science major; worked as 
a project manager for Lighthouse 
Painting 
City involvement: Member of the 
MAIC

 
 I am a lifelong resident of Methuen 

and a product of Methuen Public Schools with a clear vision for 
the future of our city. My passion for politics and the ability to 
make a positive change began when I was President of Methuen 
High School. I was asked by my classmates to be the voice of the 
student body and advocate for a change in our graduation venue, 
bringing graduation back to Nicholson Stadium. After presenting 
this request to the City Council and respectfully explaining the 
reasoning set forth by my classmates the council determined that 
once again Methuen High Graduation would be in our hometown. 
This demonstrates my ability to advocate for those who feel as 
though they do not have a voice in our city.  It shows my willing-
ness to respectfully disagree with the political establishment and 
get results in doing so. These are the qualities I would bring to 
city hall if elected.  My campaign is focused on five essential top-
ics: small business growth, public safety, education, community 
engagement, and transparency. I know Methuen’s best days are 
ahead of us and I believe that bold leadership is needed to make 
this dream a reality.  I respectfully ask for your vote on Tuesday, 
November 7th.  Together we can move Methuen towards a bright 
and prosperous future.

Jessica Finocchiaro 
Age: 30 
Profession: Real estate agent, Cen-
tury 21 McLennan & Company. 
City involvement:  Gr. Lawrence 
Technical School Committee vice 
chair (second term); on board of 
directors for YWCA of Northeastern 
MA, Merrimack Valley Prevention 
and Substance Abuse Project and 
the Psychological Center; leader 
of The Friends of the Methuen Firefighters group that pro-
motes random acts of kindness.

 
  Methuen needs new leadership, vision, and long term strategic 

planning, and I know that I can be an effective representative for residents 
through the many decisions that will be made in the next two years. 
I’m a lifelong Methuen resident and have served two terms on the Gr. 
Lawrence Technical School representing Methuen. I have 15 years of 
work experience, 2 masters degrees in government, have experience in 
both the private and public sectors, and currently manage a combined 
budget of $40 million dollars for the school district and nonprofits I serve.   
  I’ve proposed a new “311” system which would connect you direct-
ly to City Hall to ask questions or file a request for service, where 
it would be logged with a work order number, and how quickly it 
was resolved is reported to the council. This way we could ensure 
that resident’s requests are completed timely and efficiently, 
and we can use the data to make more informed budget decisions.   
  I have been a very active member on the GLTS school committee, and 
have successfully proposed measures that brought more transparency, 
budget solutions, and academic results. I’m running to bring my energetic 
vision and strong voice, and budget experience to the city to stand up for 
Methuen residents. I respectfully ask for one of your 3 votes for Methuen 
City Councillor At Large on November 7th. Methuen residents deserve 
TRANSPARENCY, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND RESULTS. Please feel free 
to reach me anytime directly at 978-566-1786 or JessicaForMethuen@
gmail.com. 

Steve Gillis 
Age: 
Profession: 
City involvement:

I am a born, raised and proud Methuen 
resident. I am a single parent with three 
children. My youngest is a student at 
Methuen High School. I’m YOUR CAN-
DIDATE for COUNCILOR AT LARGE. 
  This is my first attempt at public office. 
I have worked in the democratic process for many years as a 
member of Teamsters Local 1505, serving as a Union Stewart 
fighting for issues important to my fellow workers. I am the 
founder of the FACEBOOK Group METHUEN SOUND OFF.  I 
hope to meet you as I go door to door, working to earn your vote. 
  I stood alongside my stepfather Carmen Mele, who died of a 
heart attack while trying to voice his concerns about city land 
taking. He knew that because of the political appointees on the 
board that the information he was trying to present would not be 
given proper attention, but he never the less stood up and spoke 
out for what he believed in. He inspired me to stand up and fight 
for the good people of Methuen.

  Taking privately owned land, public safety issues, affordable 
housing units at the Loop, purple trash bags or the pay as you go trash 
program, I have worked hard to make sure your voice was heard. 
  We need a stronger voice and input into how our city operates. 
You can count on me to fight to preserve and protect Quality 
of Life. I respectfully ask for your vote. God Bless!

HHHHH          2017 METHUEN ELECTION          HHHHH
AT LARGE (pick 3)

Ryan DiZoglio
Age: 26  
Profession: real estate 
City involvement: Methuen Demo-
cratic Committee member, ran for 
East District councilor last election

The reason I am running for City 
Council is because I think I have 
a lot to offer to Methuen. I already 
have policy experience from when I 
attended the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst. I spoke on behalf of the student body regarding 
student debt and drug policies. I also want to bring represen-
tation back into government.  I believe there is a disconnect 
between the Council and the people they represent. I want to 
change that, I want the people to be able to trust someone who 
is making decisions on their behalf. I want them to be able to, 
depend on me to make decisions that will benefit the interests 
of the community. This is why I am running for City Council. 
  I plan on finding ways to trim unnecessary spending in order to 
keep our taxes low and maintain our city’s fiscal health. I want 
to partner with school administrators and members of the School 
Committee to ensure that teachers have the resources they 
need to educate our students. I also want to provide our senior 
citizens tax relief and other resources in retirement, and listen to 
the needs of our business community. This will help ensure that 
Methuen is the most business and job-friendly community in the 
Merrimack Valley. 

GET OUT &
VOTE NOV. 7

This year’s municipal election is Nov. 7. 
Mayor Stephen Zanni is stepping down due 

to term limits and only At-Large City Councilor 
Jim Jajuga has stepped up to take over the 
Mayor’s Office.

The School Committee, too, is seeing 
departures due to term limits. But with six 
contenders filling six slots, this is another 
uncontested race.

As the City Council candidates are the only 
ones vying to win spots (except in the West 
District where the two incumbents are running 
unopposed), we asked them to write a brief 
statement on their plans for improving Methuen. 
Their responses are on these next few pages.

Other races are:
Greater Lawrence Technical School Committee 

(pick 2): Russell P. Bourassa, Barbara Pierog 
Grondine (incumbent) and Lyle J. Nichols.

Methuen Housing Authority (pick 2): Michelle 
A. Bibeau, Frank P. Gallo (incumbent) and 
Richard M. True.

Nevins Library Trustee (pick 2): Dennis 
DiZoglio (incumbent), Karen Woekel Jerz and 
Peter J. McQuillan. 
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Lynn C. Vidler
incumbent

 
Age: 45
Profession: Elder care regional train-
ing manager 
City involvement:  Methuen Athletic 
Improvement Committee clerk and 
member, Friends of Methuen High 
School Wrestling co-chair, past pres-
ident of Methuen Youth Wrestling, 
former member of Methuen Youth 
Sports Commission, former publicity 
coordinator for Arts Institute Group 
of the Merrimack Valley.

  
I am running for re-election as West District City Councilor because I believe 

the residents of Methuen are an important component to the City’s successful 
functioning.

Representing residents’ concerns have been a priority of mine. I have con-
centrated on three principles: hard work, accountability, and being professional.  
I still hold true to these principles and will continue to provide residents with an 
avenue to have their voice heard.

Over the last 2 years, I have encouraged the sharing and access of City 
information. We now have email distribution of City Boards, Commissions and 
Council meeting information through email alert sign-up. Additionally, SMART 
911, provides residents an opportunity to share important household informa-
tion crucial for first responders. I will continue to advocate for more interactive 
methods for communicating with the City. One example is a resident’s ability to 
electronically notify the City of sign damage, pot holes, etc. I have been working 
with the City on this implementation. My efforts will continue to bring this new 
service for the benefit of our residents and City departments.

Listening to resident concerns, my plans involve continuing to advocate for 
roadway and infrastructure improvements throughout the entire City.  Residents 
are concerned with public safety, maintaining and improving City parks and 
buildings, and the development of thoughtful residential and commercial growth 
that complement, not burden our City services. If re-elected, my plan is to 
continue to advocate for these concerns while encouraging the long term devel-
opment of systemic planning for housing, business, and capital improvements.  

Eunice D. Zeigler
Age: 29 
Profession: Compliance specialist/ 
grant writer City of Lowell Housing 
Authority 
City Involvement: Founding mem-
ber of various MHS philanthropic 
student organizations such as Best 
Buddies, Adopt-a-Grandparent, 
Peer Leaders, MHS Select Choir; 
Community Affairs & Development 
Intern, City of Methuen; YWCA 
Northeastern Massachusetts (board member) 

I am a longtime Methuen resident and homeowner who understands 
the challenges of working families and wants to lead Methuen towards 
a bright future. I hold my Bachelor’s in Political Science and Masters 
in Economic and Social Development of Regions from UMass Lowell. 
Currently, I serve as a Compliance Specialist/ Grant Writer for the City of 
Lowell Housing Authority and prior to that, a Financial Compliance Man-
ager for the City of Haverhill. As your Methuen City Councilor, I will lend 
my education and public finance management experience towards the 
economic sustainability of the city. I will push for long term strategic plan-
ning for the city and look for ways to expand opportunities for residents. 
  One proposal I will work towards is the creation of a business forum 
beginning along the Merrimack Street Corridor that will span out-
ward. The purpose of which is to build partnerships among our busi-
ness communities. For example, by supporting a partnership between 
restaurants and our farms here in Methuen we can strengthen our 
local economy and promote cash flow in the city. This forum can have 
the potential to expand resources for our schools and public services. 
  The City needs more experienced and transparent leader-
ship that will contribute to financially sound decision making and 
seek to bring resources to the city. These qualities would be reflect-
ed in my leadership as an Methuen East District City Councilor. 
  On November 7th, there will be a general election. My name is Eunice Zeigler 
and I ask for your support.

Daniel Grayton

Age: 27

Profession: Communications 

director, City of Amesbury 

City involvement: Former Methuen 

councilor at-large 

I am running for East District Councilor to be an advocate for 

the taxpayers of Methuen. Using my background in municipal 

government I will work from day one to ensure taxpayers come 

first.  I will work to curb the rise in property taxes for the resi-

dents of the East District by identifying and eliminating waste 

in the city budget. As a Councilor I will advocate for strategic 

commercial growth across Methuen to help grow the tax base 

and shift the tax burden off residents. Finally, people deserve 

a government that is open and transparent. As City Councilor 

I will ensure that residents are listened to and feel heard when 

bringing their concerns to City Hall.  

Steven J. Saba
Age: 57 
Profession: Self-employed in mer-
chant services banking industry
City involvement: President of 
Methuen Youth Basketball Asso-
ciation (14 years); founder and 
president of Methuen Athletic 
Improvement Committee; active in 
the community on various issues 
including out of control growth, 
taxes, drug addiction and improving life for our youth and 
senior populations.

  I am running for city council because I care deeply about our commu-
nity. There are several issues that can be improved, starting with communi-
cation between the residents and city hall. A healthy community is one that 
allows the residents to be more engaged with local government.

  Additionally, our community needs to address growth. The first step 
is adopting a smart and comprehensive Master Development Plan. This 
includes addressing our sub-standard 40B status which takes control over 
these developments from the city to the state. Letting the state dictate what 
type of developments are built is bad for our community. I have a plan that 
will get us over the 10% rate and give control back to the city. 

  Increasing taxes with little to show for them, must also be addressed. 
Our community needs a Capital Spending Plan which will enable us to 
prepare for needed improvements, helping to keep taxes under control. 
Included in this plan must be improvements to infrastructure which has not 
kept up with growth.  City council should also be presented with a budget 
well in advance for time to review line items and eliminate unnecessary 
waste before it starts.

  We must focus on the Opiate epidemic, by providing our police, fire 
and local organizations with the resources needed to help those affected by 
addiction and get the dealers out of Methuen. 

  I want to work with our new mayor to attract more businesses which will 
help to keep our residential tax rates under control.

HHHHH          2017 METHUEN ELECTION          HHHHH
EAST DISTRICT (pick 2)

Adam E. Chiocca
Age: 41 
Profession: Public school teacher, 14 
years in ELL classroom
City involvement: Parishioner, St. 
Monica Church (14 years); Methuen 
Youth Basketball and Methuen Pop 
Warner Board of Directors; youth 
sports volunteer; Methuen Scholar-
ship Foundation volunteer; attend City 
Council & School Committee meetings

Hello neighbor! Adam Chiocca here. It would be my honor to 
represent you, as your next East District City Councilor. I am a 
regular Methuen Dad who loves this town and wants to see a 
strong, vibrant Methuen. I am ready to be a dependable steward, 
someone you can trust, who will work to protect and preserve the 
things we love about Methuen. I’m ready to serve, to look out for our 
best interests. You need someone responsible, smart and mature; 
you need Adam Chiocca on that City Council. I think we need to be 
careful about all the construction, non-stop building and growth. The 
schools are already at capacity, and traffic is already a problem, at 
certain times of day. Let’s keep Methuen on a good path. You can 
trust in me, that I will represent all residents and taxpayers, in a 
thoughtful approach to leading our city forward. When you cast your 
vote, I hope you will think about my life experience (age 41, a father, 
a husband, married 14 years, raising our kids here), and my slogan, 
“I’m running on common sense!” I am proud of my long, successful 
career as a school teacher, and my 10+ years of volunteering and 
working with Methuen youth organizations. Thank you for putting 
your trust in me, and thank you for your vote, on Tuesday, Nov. 7th.

WEST DISTRICT (pick 2)

George Kazanjian 
incumbent

Age: 69 
Profession: Retired Medicare 
accountant 
City involvement: Current city coun-
cilor (4yrs.), Conservation Commis-
sion (17yrs.), Methuen High School 
Building Committee (5yrs.), School 
Committee (4yrs.).

  My plans for improving Methuen are already under 
way. Economic development is about long-term invest-
ment. Adding a strong commercial base lifts the tax burden 
off the backs of the people, and ultimately all citizens win. 
  I am a retired accountant for the Department of Health 
and Human Services and prior to that I was an accountant 
with the Department of Housing and Urban Development. My 
financial background is an asset to the Methuen City Council. 
  Methuen faces many challenges, but none are more serious 
than our ability to balance the City’s budget over the long term. 
We must provide public safety and security, continue high-qual-
ity senior services, make good planning and economic develop-
ment choices and create a positive environment for our youth. 
  I believe the residents of Methuen must 
receive the maximum value for their tax dollars.  
  George Kazanjian is a proven common-sense leader and a voice 
of reason in the City who understands the problems we face, how 
municipal government works, and a person who leads by example 
to inspire action.
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Derrick Tony Jones
Age:
Profession:
City affiliations:

Derrick Tony Jones has been engaged in 
community and political activism beginning 
at age fourteen in Georgetown, Guyana 
(former British colony). His foray into the 
public sphere and a recognition of social 
responsibility started when he was selected 
cricket captain of Houston Methodist School. 

The list of personal accomplishments in 
the intervening years is indicative of who he is as a leader and indubitably 
someone with a high degree of integrity.

Since taking up residence in North America, Tony Jones has dedi-
cated most of his adult life advancing several issues in furtherance of 
empowering the disadvantaged and dispossessed. As an author and 
educator he has successfully illuminated the socio-cultural and political 
challenges of people generally but visible ethnic minorities in particular.  
He is Executive Director of the Centre for Social Justice and Devel-
opment Inc. and chairman of the National Unity Commission, tasked 
to investigate impediments to racial unity in Guyana. He initiated 
the 2016 Cultural Diversity Concert at Nevins Library and presented 
a proposal to City Council for Methuen Harmony Week. Tony has 
amassed experiences rooted in self-confidence and personal motivation.   
He’s the author of several books including No Unity No Progress: Why 
advancement for Blacks remains an elusive goal? In a Wonderful Land of 
Mist, Skool is Redemptive, Placing Guyana before Party politics, Paralysis 
of Guyana’s Regional System and Subprime Lending Threatens Minority 
Homeownership: Foreclosure Dilemma in Boston Black and Latino Neigh-
borhoods.

He and wife Daleanne have daughters Angelica, a Regis College 
freshman, and Anastasia, a Methuen High junior.

HHHHH          2017 METHUEN ELECTION          HHHHH
CENTRAL DISTRICT (pick 2)

Joyce C. Campagnone
Age: 
Profession: Retired
City involvement: Methuen Youth 
Commission, past city councilor, 
presently on Methuen School Com-
mittee

  I am running for Central District 
Council because I want to be involved 
in keeping our city moving forward in a 
positive and safe way. Citizens need to 
know that their well-being and safety is important to us. Being 
accountable and truthful to the residents should be a priority. Tax 
dollars being spent wisely to benefit the whole community. 

Water and sewer rates along with taxes need to be kept 
affordable for all our citizens. We are a blue-collar working com-
munity and we need to structure our spending accordingly. Public 
Safety is also a priority. The people need to know that their city is 
safe. Making decisions according to the impact it might have on 
our city. I would like to get the people’s input on topics that may 
affect our city. I also feel that issues should be taken up and dealt 
with on a individual bases.

Supporting our school dept. so our young citizens can get the 
education they need, and deserve. Lets remember they are our 
FUTURE!

MY PLEDGE -- REPRESENT EVERY0NE EQUALLY & HON-
ESTLY!

I am asking the citizens of the Central District to please vote 
for me Joyce Campagnone to be your next Central District coun-
cilor. THANK YOU.

JAMES MCCARTY
Age: 25
Profession: Grassroots organizer
City involvement: Local advocacy

Born in Methuen, James McCarty has 
campaigned at local, state, and presiden-
tial levels while completing his education 
at the University of Massachusetts, Bos-
ton. Prior to receiving a Bachelor’s in Phi-
losophy & Public Policy, McCarty served 
as Essex County Field Organizer for Save 
Our Public Schools and served with Protect MA Jobs, both of which 
focused on creating and protecting hundreds of jobs for differing 
trades. McCarty is a member of the Democratic City Committee 
and a delegate for the Massachusetts Democratic Party. McCarty 
now hopes to reach The Arlington Neighborhood. Recognizing the 
constant challenges its local police and fire officials face, he hopes 
to provide them with necessary resources to ensure a protected 
community. 

The McCarty platform is built further each time a voter is reached 
personally or over the phone. This is the best way to feel the pulse 
of the community. Constituents are receptive and provide honest 
feedback of their individual needs through the use of these meth-
ods. Most comments pertain to the condition of the neighborhood 
sidewalks, street signage and lighting. There are also requests to 
adjust the hours of the transfer station for greater accessibility. The 
primary goal as councilor is to handle each issue with delicacy and 
efficiency. A community achieves its fullest potential when it pursues 
smaller endeavors to accomplish a greater effort. Methuen residents 
are excited about the new blood entering our municipal government, 
and it would be an honor to be a part of the transition to continue 
moving our city forward.

around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen
 Lace up sneaks
for Ranger 5K!

On Sunday, Oct. 8, Methuen 
Public Schools is hosting its 
2nd annual Ranger 5K. The run/
walk takes place on the cam-
pus of Methuen High School 
and participants will run/walk 
the cross-country course. Everyone is welcome! The 
cost is $10 for any student and $20 for adults. The 
first 150 registered participants will receive a T-shirt. 
Sign up at lightboxreg.com. Race-day registrations 
begin at 8:30 am in the Klimas Memorial FIeld House. 
  Schedule is 9:30am for the 5K Run, 9:45am for the 
5K Walk and 10am for the Kids Fun Run.

Police, fire stations 
welcome public

The police and fire department open houses 
will be Oct. 14 from 10am to 2pm. And there’s 
an extra downtown treat going on that day!  
 At the Quinn Public Safety Building, police staff 
members will offer station tours and display equip-
ment including the Breast Cancer Cruiser, the 
Command Unit, a cruiser, motorcycles, ATVs and 
a marine unit. There will be tables manned by 

MPD’s Community Engagement Specialists, SWAT, 
dispatchers, the Police Explorers and the YWCA of 
Greater Lawrence’s Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault Program as well as a K-9 demonstration. 
Hot dogs, chips and soft drinks will be served. 
  The Fire Open House, just down the street at the Cen-
tral Fire Station, coincides with National Fire Safety 
Month. Families can hear about fire prevention, partic-
ipate in fire safety activities, witness firefighting demon-
strations, and enjoy free Papa Gino’s pizza and soda. 
  Also that day starting at 10am, Nevins Library is 
offering a self-guided “Magical History Tour” where 
you’ll discover some of the wonderful historical mon-
uments and sites in the downtown area. Using an 
app for your phone, you can take a walk around the 
city and find out what things were like over 100 years 
ago at the sites on the tour. Read library director 
Krista McLeod’s Check It Out column in this issue of 
MethuenLife for more info.

Smart911 now available
911 dispatchers and first responders will have crucial 
info about you at their fingertips during an emergency, 
courtesy of a free new program supported by Mayor 
Stephen N. Zanni and Police Chief Joseph Solomon.  
  Smart911 provides a “safety profile” where 

911 call takers will have access to info such as 
pre-existing medical conditions and allergies as 
well as home and work addresses, phone num-
bers and emergency contacts. This will allow for 
faster and more informed responses, officials say. 
  “This new system will be able to provide our dis-
patchers and first responders with lifesaving informa-
tion that they may not have otherwise had during an 
emergency situation,” Zanni said. “This is yet another 
example of how the Methuen Police Department con-
tinues to be at the forefront of technological resourc-
es to keep our community as safe as possible.” 
   “Smart911 will be a crucial resource for first 
responders and we are encouraging every-
one in the community to take advantage of it 
and register their information,” Solomon said. 
  When a citizen dials 911, their safety profile is auto-
matically displayed to the 911 call taker, allowing them 
to send the appropriate responders to the right loca-
tion with accurate information. Residents can create 
and manage their own profiles through the secure site 
— other users will not be able to view your information. 
  Smart911 is private and secure, is only used for 
emergency responses and is only made available to 
the 911 system in the event of an emergency call, 
officials say. Sign up at smart911.com.
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	 July	1,	2017	–	June	30,	2018	

	 FREE	 REDUCED-PRICE	

Household	
Size	

*	
Annual	

**	
Monthly	

***	
Twice	Per	
Month	

****	
Bi-Weekly	

*****	
Weekly	

*	
Annual	

**	
Monthly	

***	
Twice	Per	
Month	

****	
Bi-Weekly	

*****	
Weekly	

1	 $	15,678	 $	1,307	 $	654	 $	603	 $	302	 $	22,311	 $	1,860	 $			930	 $	859	 $	430	

2	 $	21,112	 $	1,760	 $	880	 $	812	 $	406	 $	30,044	 $	2,504	 $	1,252	 $	1,156	 $	578	

3	 $	26,546	 $	2,213	 $	1,107	 $	1,021	 $	511	 $	37,777	 $	3,149	 $	1,575	 $	1,453	 $	727	

4	 $	31,980	 $	2,665	 $	1,333	 $	1,230	 $	615	 $	45,510	 $	3,793	 $	1,897	 $	1,751	 $	876	

5	 $	37,414	 $	3,118	 $	1,559	 $	1,439	 $	720	 $	53,243	 $	4,437	 $	2,219	 $	2,048	 $	1,024	

6	 $	42,848	 $	3,571	 $	1,786	 $	1,648	 $	824	 $	60,976	 $	5,082	 $	2,541	 $	2,346	 $	1,173	

7	 $	48,282	 $	4,024	 $	2,012	 $	1,857	 $	929	 $	68,709	 $	5,726	 $	2,863	 $	2,643	 $	1,322	

8	 $	53,716	 $	4,477	 $	2,239	 $	2,066	 $	1,033	 $	76,422	 $	6,371	 $	3,186	 $	2,941	 $	1,471	

Each	
additional	
household	
member	
add	

+$	5,434	 +$	453	 +$	227	 +$	209	 +$	105	 +$	7,733	 +$	645	 +$	323	 +$	298	 +$	149	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 		 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			

Methuen Public School/Dis-
trict plays a vital role in children’s 
health by providing free and re-
duced price meals to students in 
need.  The following U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Programs are 
offered:  National School Lunch 
Program and the School Break-
fast Program.  Local school offi-
cials have adopted the following 
family size income criteria for 
determining eligibility for free and 
reduced price meals and will of-
fer meals to students that qualify 
according to the standards be-
low:

Children from families whose 
income is at or below the levels 
shown are eligible for free or re-
duced-price meals.

Application forms, with a letter 
to households, are being dis-
tributed to all homes. To apply 
for free or reduced-price meals, 

households must fill out the 
application and return it to the 
school. Only one application per 
household is needed. Additional 
copies are available at the office 
in each school. The information 
provided on the application will 
be used to determine eligibility 
and may be verified at any time 
during the school year by school 
or other program officials.

For school officials to deter-
mine eligibility, households must 
provide the following information 
listed on the application:  the 
names of everyone in the house-
hold, the amount of income each 
household member currently re-
ceives, where it came from, and 
how often income is received; the 
signature of an adult household 
member and the last four digits of 
that adult’s social security num-
ber. If the adult signing the appli-

cation does not have a social se-
curity number, check the “I do not 
have a social security number” 
box. For a child who is a mem-
ber of a Basic Food household or 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) assistance unit, 
or Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations (FDPIR), 
the household need provide only 
the child’s name, the Basic Food, 
TANF, or FDPIR case number, 
and printed name and signature 
of an adult member on the appli-
cation. An adult in the household 
with a case number may also 
qualify students also living in the 
household.

Public School Districts receive 
student data matched with the 
Department of Social and Health 
Services data and automatically 
qualify children receiving Basic 
Food and TANF assistance.  No 

application is required.  All chil-
dren living in the household and 
attending the school are eligible 
for free meals.  If a child was 
not listed on the eligibility notice, 
contact the school or district of-
fice.  

Children certified as homeless 
by the school McKinney-Vento 
homeless liaison, designated as 
migrant by the school migrant 
coordinator as well as children 
in Head Start classrooms may 
be eligible for free meals.  Con-
tact the school or district office if 
more information is needed.

Households that do not want 
their child(ren) to participate in 
the free meal program should 
notify the child(ren)’s school.

Foster children, under the le-
gal responsibility of a foster care 
agency or court are eligible for 
free meals.  An application may 

be submitted.  The foster child 
may be included as a member of 
the foster family if the foster fam-
ily chooses to also apply for ben-
efits for other children in the fam-
ily.  If you have questions about 
applying for foster children, con-
tact the school or district office. 

Children residing in house-
holds participating in Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) may 
be eligible for free or reduced 
price meals and may complete a 
meal application.

Under the provisions of the 
free and reduced-price policy, 
the designated approving offi-
cial(s) will review applications 
and determine eligibility. Parents 
or guardians dissatisfied with the 
ruling of the official may wish 
to discuss the decision with the 
approving official on an informal 
basis. Parents wishing to make 

a formal appeal may make a re-
quest, either orally or in writing, 
to the fair hearing official, Ian P. 
Gosselin, Business Administra-
tor, for a hearing on the decision.

The information provided by 
households is confidential.  

Meal benefits from the pre-
vious school year apply for the 
first 30 school days of the new 
school year or until a new ap-
plication is submitted.  After this 
time, children must pay full price 
for meals.  

You may apply for meal bene-
fits if you become unemployed or 
your economic situation changes 
at any time during the school 
year.  

Contact the school or district 
office if assistance is needed 
with application materials in dif-
ferent languages.

NONDISCRIMINATION
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institu-

tions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by the USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the 
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.
html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW                                                                       
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
fax: (202) 690-7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov

City of Methuen School District
National School Lunch/Breakfast Program

School Year 2017-18
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By Yadira Betances Muldoon
MethuenLife Writer

For Lori-Ann Charette McLaughlin, 
leading a church in song is a way to lift 
the spirit of the congregants -- even when 
celebrating a funeral Mass.

McLaughlin has been singing at local 
funerals for over 30 years. She leads a 
funeral ministry at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Parish, which offers services 
at St. Theresa Church in Methuen and 
St. Augustine Chapel in Lawrence.  
  “It isn’t always the easiest, but it is some-
thing I feel God has called me to do,” she 
told MethuenLife. “It’s always an honor.” 
  To prepare for the funeral Mass, she meets 
with the family to find more information 
about the deceased including their devo-
tions to a particular saint or a favorite hymn 
which, in turn, helps her select the music for 
the funeral Mass, she said. 

’My focus is to honor and respect 
the deceased because it’s their farewell,’’ 
McLaughlin said.  “I’ve always approached 
my music as prayer, coming from my heart 
and conveying it to the people hoping that 
they take some comfort.’’

She admits choosing songs for people 
who have been away from the church is 
sometimes difficult, but not impossible.

’You take the situation and remember 
you’re there to pay tribute and pray through 
the songs for this soul,’’ she said. 

It is also challenging singing at the funer-
al of someone she knows.   

’You learn to control your feelings and 
I’m lucky to have such a core group of 
people who are there to support one another.

McLaughlin, music director at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel Parish, has been singing 
in churches and other venues for 35 years.

One of the best parts of this job is 
when you touch someone’s heart through 
music,’’ said McLaughlin, who graduated 
from Methuen High (Class of 1980) and the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Born in Lawrence and raised in a close-
knit Italian and French family in Methuen 
where music was ever-present. McLaughlin 
recalls her grandfather sitting in his rocking 
chair belting out arias from operas with 
her aunts and uncles also singing. She said 
Christmas was extra special as the family 
gathered in the living room where they 
would play the piano, guitar and accordion 
all night long. 

’Those were inspirational moments that 
made me appreciate music,’’ she said. 

For more than 30 years, the incredible voice of Methuen native Lori-Ann Charette 
McLaughlin has brought comfort to those attending funerals. She is the music director 
at Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish and is a longtime parishioner of St. Theresa Church. 
MethuenLife photo by Yadira Betances 

“I’ve always approached my music as prayer, coming from my heart and conveying it 
to the people hoping that they take some comfort.’’ 

~ Singer Lori-Ann Charette McLaughlin

Angelic voice provides comfort during difficult days
Charette McLaughlin 
feels God called her 
to sing at funerals

McLaughlin listens to religious songs 
almost all the time, and likes to relax with 
classical music.   But she enjoys a plethora 
of genres from Frank Sinatra to Led Zep-
plin. 

McLaughlin and her husband Bill have 
two sons and two grandchildren. 

When not singing, McLaugh-
lin is a waitress in Nashua, N.H., and 
is on-call as a funeral assistant for 
Cataudella Funeral Home in Methuen.  
  You can hear her sing at www.luvtasing.
com.

Happenings
DeColores Books & Gifts 34 N. Broad-

way, Salem, N.H.: Charity Day is Oct. 
21, 9:30 am to 5 pm. Jen Robidoux, vice 

president of New Hampshire Right to Life, 
will be guest speaker at 9:30am. Ten percent 
of your total purchase on that day will be 
donated to NH Right to Life. 

First Church Congregational, 26 Pleas-
ant St.: The Prayer Shawl Ministry is spon-
soring a ham and bean dinner Oct. 14, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Cost is $10 adults in advance and 
$12 at the door, $8 for children. Proceeds 
will benefit the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
which meets the second and fourth Wednes-
day 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Forest Street Union Church, 15 Forest 
St.: Penny social is Oct. 21. Doors open at 
4 pm. Raffles begin at 6 pm. Food and bev-
erages will be available for sale. 

Marsh Corner Community Church, 
317 Pelham St.: Christian Recovery Min-
istry for those dealing with hurt and habits 
that keeps them from knowing God meets 
the first and third Friday of the month at 
7 pm. Knitting and crocheting for Christ 
meets Oct. 27 at 6:30 pm.

St. Andrew Episcopal, 90 Broadway: 
The church’s book club discusses ’Abra-
ham’’ Oct. 25, 6:30pm. The book by Bruce 
Feiler is an interfaith description of the 
Biblical patriarch in Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam.

St. Monica, 212 Lawrence St.: The 
novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe contin-
ues Mondays at 7 pm through Nov. 6. The 
program includes exposition to the Blessed 
Sacrament, recitation of the Rosary, litany 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, meditation, 
novena prayer and benediction. ’Forgive-
ness’’ a course on the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation begins Oct. 12 at 6 pm and 
continues every Thursday for six weeks. 
Participants will watch a video followed by 
discussion. Methuen Police hosts a night for 
Unity and Peace, Oct. 12 at 7 pm A recep-
tion follows. 

If you have a story idea for Methuen 
Faith columnist Yadira Betances Muldoon, 
please contact her at yadira63@aol.com.

The Methuen DPW is now accepting applications from persons 
interested in snow plowing.  Applications are available at the DPW 
Office located in the Searles Building at 41 pleasant Street, Suite 
205 and the Highway yard at 33 Lindberg Avenue. Deadline for 
applications is Friday, November 10, 2017

Patrick L. Bower
Diredctor of Public Works

NOTICE
Snow Plowing

City of Methuen Department of Public Works
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September 11, 2001 will forever be etched 
in our minds and hearts.

Sixteen years later, the Methuen Fire Department 
continues to host its annual 9/11 Remembrance 
Ceremony at the Central Fire Station, paying respects 
to the first responders and civilians who died due to 
the terrorist attacks.

Of the 2,996 souls lost that day, six people with 
Methuen ties perished:

Douglas C. Gowell, age 52.

Peter P. Hashem, 40.
Mildred R. Naiman, 81.
Marie Pappalardo, 53.
Patrick J. Quigley IV, 40.
Keneth E. Waldie, 46.
Along with Mayor Stephen Zanni, who 

spoke briefly about the tragic event, several city 
councilors, state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell and 
many members of the public were in attendance. 
  The ceremony opened with Fire Chief Tim 

City solemnly unites for 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

Sheehy thanking all who attended and talking about the importance 
of remembering this day in history. Prior to the bell being rung, he 
explaining the meaning of the “Striking of the Four Fives”: “Each 
different type of alarm or announcement would have its own number 
and series of bell strikes. When a firefighter died in the line of duty 
or when some important official or personage died, headquarters 
would transmit five bell strikes, repeated in four series, with a slight 
pause between each series, followed by the announcement. This was 
done as long ago as 1865 in the New York City Fire Department 
to inform the rank and file of the death of Abraham Lincoln.” 
  The custom of rendering final honors to a departed comrade has 
continued to the present day. Last month, the honor of striking the bells 
was done by firefighter Michael McManus, a Marine who served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Cadence was done by firefighter Eric Moreau, an 
Army veteran who served in Saudi Arabia. Flag honors were done by 
firefighter Don St. Laurent, an Army veteran who served in Afghanistan.  
  Deputy Chief Bill Barry read A Firefighter’s Prayer and 
retired Deputy Chief Chuck Ripley led the moment of silence. 
  Members of the Methuen Fire and Police Departments stood as Honor 
Guards, while members of each department surrounded the Firefighters 
Memorial.

 
~ Nancy Reardon

***

Plaque graces our Twin Towers beam
The Central Fire Station’s 106-pound, 5-foot-long steel beam from 

the Twin Towers is now accented by a plaque courtesy of Firefighters 
Local 1691.

The beam is located outside, beneath the Central Fire Station’s 
stained-glass window. It was acquired through the determination of 
Methuen resident Scott Flagg, who spent three years on this effort 
working with the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and 
Mayor Stephen Zanni’s Office. It was unveiled to the public during the 
city’s 2015 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony.  

The plaque reads as follows:
THIS sacred, historic section of the World Trade Cen-

ter Towers that were Felled by terrorists attacks Septem-
ber 11, 2011, was salvaged by rubble of the fallen structures. 
We hereby dedicate this relic of that horrific event as a 
memorial to our 343 fallen brothers of the FDNY who sacri-
ficed their lives in dutiful service to others on that fateful day.  
Their Courageous, selfless actions embodied all the noble virtu-
ous of our Nation and those First Responders who vigilantly serve. 
WE SHALL NEVER FORGET, NOR DISHONOR THEIR MEMORIES.

LOCAL 1691
Methuen Firefighters
Past, Present and Future
Special Appreciation to Methuen Citizen Scott Flagg
For his efforts in obtaining this Hallowed 9-11 artifact

See page 50 for more photos.
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On a clear, bright and glorious Sept. 10, 
the warmth of the sun rivaled the warmth of 
our generous community. 

The Giving Second Life donation drive 
(August MethuenLife) made its debut, 
where a steady stream of survivors filled a 
box truck with clothing and home goods of 
deceased loved ones and those items were 
given, in turn, to Lazarus House Ministries 
to help local people in dire need. Kenneth H. 
Pollard Funeral Home and Lazarus House 
teamed for this first-of-its-kind community 
project, which will continue indefinitely. 

“After losing a spouse, a sibling, a 
parent or a child, their personal belongings 
can be a source of comfort in the grief 
process,” said Pollard’s Aftercare Facilitator 
Denis Webster-Greene. “At a point that is 
determined by the survivors, the belongings, 
or that closet full of clothing, is no longer 
required for strength or support, but becomes 
a fond memory which can often evolve into 
a useful resource and serve a meaningful 
purpose in our community.”

The outreach at this debut event was 

extensive.
“Before we knew it, the Firefighters 

Local 1691 offered to supply hot dogs, soft 
drinks and muscle for loading the truck,” he 
continued. “Chief Joseph Solomon offered 
support and police officers, along with the 
Hot Pink’ Breast Cancer Awareness cruiser. 

Police officers handed out badges and 
temporary tattoos …the kids loved it!”

First Church Congregational volunteer 
Ken Peck informed his fellow parishioners 
of the event and a group from the church 
pitched in.

“We discovered that this was a service 
to our families that had, until now, been 
overlooked,” said Webster-Greene, who 
worked closely with funeral home owner 
Michael Pollard on the project.

Pollard Funeral Home, 233 Lawrence 
St., will receive donations throughout the 
year. As there is no collection container on 
the premises, donors should call (978) 397-
1591 or (978) 687-7300 to arrange for drop-
off. 

Generosity abounds at Giving Second Life donation drive

The Giving Second Life, a team effort between Pollard Funeral Home and Lazarus House, 
helps survivors dispose of unused goods while knowing they are going to someone in need. 
By the day’s end, Lazarus House’s 18-foot box truck was filled to capacity. Photos courtesy 
of Ken Peck

This large group of volunteers made the day a success.

Police officers handed out badges and temporary tattoos to the kids who stopped by.

Give the  gift of life 
Here are some upcoming blood drives, sponsored by the American Red Cross.
Oct. 2, 2 to 7 pm, Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway.
Oct. 14, 8 am to 1 pm at Holy Family Hospital, 70 East St.
Oct. 18, 2 to 7 pm, Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway.
Oct. 24, 2 to 7 pm, Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway.
Oct. 25, 2 to 7 pm, Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway.
Nov. 6, 2 to 7 pm, Knights of Columbus, 462 Broadway.
Visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an 
appointment or for more information. All blood types are needed to ensure a reli-
able supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s license or two other forms 
of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age (16 
with parental consent in some states), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in gen-
erally good health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students and other 
donors 18 years of age and younger also have to meet certain height and weight 
requirements.

Old meds, needles can go to station
You can dispose of your prescription medication and needles at the Methuen 
Police Department anytime of the day or night. There are two drop boxes located in 
the police station lobby that the public can access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
  The MedReturn Drug Collection Unit allows citizens to drop off expired or unwant-
ed prescription medications (no loose pills, please). The Sharps Container Dispos-
al Unit lets you dispose of used needles in a safe manner. Simply bring your sharps 
in a safe container for disposal or there are containers located next to the box.

New life for your old glasses
The Methuen Lions Club has partnered with Nevins Library to help those in need 
of eye glasses.
A drop-off center for used prescription and reading glasses has been set up at the 
library, near the main desk. For nearly 100 years, Lions members have worked on 
projects designed to prevent blindness, restore eyesight and improve eye health 
and eye care for hundreds of millions of people worldwide.
















