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MAYOR Paid for and authorized by the Jajuga Committee

Safety. 
Opportunity. 

Vision. 
Community.  

These are the elements to a bright 
future for Methuen, and this is 

what I will fight for every day as 
your mayor.

James Jajuga

By Mark E. Vogler
MethuenLife Writer

 It takes a special, selfless citizen to draw 
strength from personal adversity and make 
something great happen for the benefit of 
many.

People who know Linda Soucy say that 
her tenacity to fight for what’s right and a 
commitment to better her community is the 
real saga behind the major improvements in 
the Arlington Neighborhood.

Soucy, a resident of the city’s most-
impoverished section for close to four 
decades, downplays the praise, saying she 
simply organized a community effort of 
citizens, politicians, developers, clergy, 
first responders, educators, government 
agencies, etc.

“There were a lot of people on the 

bus and I was just the driver,” Soucy 
said in an interview with MethuenLife 
from the third floor of the Lena Lahey 
Community Center – the Tenney Street 
home of Methuen Arlington Neighborhood 
Inc. (MAN Inc.), the nonprofit she helped 
found 25 years ago. “This was always about 

building partnerships. … Like they say, ‘It 
takes a village.’ And it took the commitment 
of many people to accomplish what we’ve 
done.”

Soucy, 60, recently stepped down from 
her leadership role with MAN and was 
honored with a surprise “retirement party” 

at Merrimack Valley Golf Course that was 
organized by the Police and Fire departments 
and drew close to 100 guests. Soucy, many 
agree, has made all the difference for her 
neighbors.

“The Arlington Neighborhood would not 
be as safe as it is today without the work 
of Linda Soucy,” said Police Chief Joe 
Solomon.

“She’s an icon in the community,” said 
Jack MacLeod of the Methuen Exchange 
Club, which works closely with MAN on 
many projects. “She’s somebody who’s 
gained a lot of respect for helping so many 
people over the years.” 

“The Number One thing … people are 
proud to live here now,” Soucy said. “It 
used to be that you wouldn’t mention that 
you lived here because you were ashamed.”
‘The last straw’

Soucy grew up in Atkinson, N.H. At age 
20 she married Norm Soucy and they lived 
a few years on Tenney Street, then moved 
to Kirk Street where they have been renting 
an apartment from the same landlord for 36 
years.

In the early 1990s, Soucy recalled, the 
Arlington Neighborhood was overrun by 
crime, jobs were scarce, there were no 
programs for kids, and parents feared for 
their children’s safety.

LAUDING LINDA
Methuen leaders share thoughts 
on Linda Soucy’s impact in the 

Arlington Neighborhood, 
Page 8.

MAN’s heroine Soucy embraces retirement
Led effort to turn drug-, 
prostitute-infested area 
into true neighborhood

For more than 25 years, Linda Soucy has been the catalyst for major improvements in 
the Arlington Neighborhood. She’s shown at the Lena Lahey Community Center where 
thousands of kids gather safely for homework help, sports, nutrition, recreation and 
more.           MethuenLife Photo by Mark E. Vogler

See SOUCY, Page 7
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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
Out with hardware, in with hummus.
In a few months, a new 4,000-square-foot 

Mediterranean market will open at the former 
Robichaud Hardware at 45 Hampshire St. It’s 
one of several changes arriving in Methuen’s 
downtown area.

Eli and Lina Merheb purchased the prop-
erty and the accompanying parking lot across 
the street June 2 for $530,000 and are invest-
ing an additional $200,000 or so in renova-
tions. The purchase officially closes the book 
on Robichaud Hardware, which opened in 
1922 (see sidebar).

The Merhebs currently operate Tobacco 
Empire in Salem, N.H., but their lease runs 
out in October and they will not renew.

“I love Methuen; I used to live on Pelham 
Street. It’s pure luck that I found this,” said 
Eli, who arrived in the United States from 
Lebanon in 1989. “It’s a goldmine; the Robi-
doux family put their heart and soul into the 
town, so I want this to be a landmark.”

In coming weeks, the yet-to-be-named 
market will be outfitted with new flooring 
and walls, central air conditioning, a handful 
of coolers, granite counter tops, coffee station 
and shelving which will be stocked with im-
ported pita bread, hummus, tabouli, baklava, 
sandwiches, ice cream, fresh olives and other 
Mediterranean foods.

The market will occupy the first floor; the 
second and third floors and a full basement 
will remain vacant for now.

The building already received a new 
roof. In late August, the exterior was pres-
sure-washed in preparation for a new coat of 
paint. Two large windows on each side of the 

front entrance will be re-activated and three 
light poles and LED lighting will illuminate 
the parking lot.

For Methuen Community Development 
Director Bill Buckley, the transformation is 
just what the city needs.

“We’re taking a property that’s under-uti-
lized in the heart of the downtown and clean-
ing it up and making it a nice business for 
years to come,” said Buckley.

The Merhebs have three sons -- Christian, 
20; Jonathon, 17; and Michael, 12.

They are totally invested in the new mar-
ket, which will be open seven days a week 
from 9am to 7pm, said the patriarch.

“This is the American dream, our bread 
and butter,” he said. “I love America. You 
have to love this country and give back be-
cause it gives you so much.”
 

Oddfellows building sold
Two doors over from the new market, an-

other vacant building has been sold.
The Oddfellows Building at 7 Hamp-

shire St., has been vacant since enduring a 
two-alarm fire and ensuing water damage 
in July 2015. An electrical fire on the fourth 
floor started in the Center for Performing 
Arts dance studio, which has since relocated 
across the street in the John Hancock Lodge.

Realtor Johan Lopez, the owner of Home 
Shop Properties in the Methuen Square, pur-
chased the shuttered building from Rick Page 
and his sister Candi, whose home was de-
stroyed by a fire at the corner of High Street 
and Broadway in mid-August.

“He plans to make the first floor com-
mercial, with some really nice apartments 
in the upper floors,” said Buckley. “I think 
there will be 12 to 14 units, a mix of one- and 
two-bedroom units. It’s just what we wanted.”
 

From empty home to 
office building

The brown three-story house at 293 
Broadway, at the corner of High Street (diag-
onally across the street from the fire-damaged 
home), is in need of repair. And it’s coming 
soon.

“That’s about to undergo a major renova-
tion,” said Buckley. ‘It’s a beautiful property 
to get rehabbed.”

Located a few hundred yards south of 
Nevins Memorial Library, the Victorian-era 
home and garage have new owners: RMS 
Mortgage owners Don and Elaine Campbell 
bought the property and intend to relocate 
their business to the first floor and put four 
apartments above.

Businesses & housing headed for downtown

For the better part of a century, locals 
bought their home-improvement equipment 
and supplies at the family-owned and op-
erated Robichaud Hardware in Methuen 
Square.

In 1922, World War I veteran Francis X. 
Robichaud began selling paint and - later 
- cement from the house he purchased at 
1 Lowell St., Methuen, according to his 
grandson Frank Robidoux. (That site is now 
the small parking lot adjacent to Freeman 
Oil).

“Then it got bigger and bigger so he 
bought the property across the street, where 
the (hardware store) parking lot is now. The 
new store at 45 Hampshire St., was com-
pleted in 1958,” said Robidoux, 72.

Francis’ daughter Florence married Wil-
fred Robidoux, who took over operation 
of the new store. From there, Florence and 
Wilfred’s children -- Frank, Rick, Bob and 
Karen -- operated the store in the heart of 
Methuen that sold everything from nuts 
and bolts to garden tools, plumbing sup-
plies, lawnmowers and snowblowers, and 
all the instructions, lessons and service you 
needed.

“At its height we had 23 employees with 

health insurance, a salary and a Christmas 
bonus,” said Robidoux. “Then Home Depot 
came in and took some business away 
because they were the new guy. Then it 
bounced back ... and Lowe’s came along. It 
was a double whammy.”

The steady business called for the em-
ployment of the fourth generation of Ro-
bidoux.

“All the grandchildren worked there. 
My two kids, Rick’s two kids and Bob’s 
kids all learned a little about electrical, 
plumbing ... and started at the age of 14,” 
said Robidoux

Frank and Rick left the business in 2003 
to start a landscaping and snow-plowing 
business, Andover Tractor Works. Frank, 
72, retired last year and Rick, 64, retired 
from Presentation of Mary Academy last 
month.

Bob’s wife Barbara closed the hardware 
store a couple years ago, but continued 
operating a small-engine repair shop and 
U-Haul rental at the rear of the building 
until shortly before the store was sold to 
the Merhebs.
  ~ Steve Whipple

Eli and Lina Merheb and their son Michael, 12, are the new owners of the former 
Robichaud Hardware in Methuen Square. They are transforming the three-story building 
into a Mediterranean market that will open in a few months. 

MethuenLife photos by Steve Whipple

The brown 
Victorian-era 
house at 293 
Broadway was 
purchased by 
Don and Elaine 
Campbell, who 
intend to relocate 
their RMS 
Mortgage to the 
first floor with 
four apartments 
above.

The fire- and 
water-damaged 
Oddfellows Building 
at 7 Hampshire St. 
in the Methuen 
Square was recently 
purchased by Home 
Shop Properties 
owner Johan 
Lopez, who intends 
to renovate the 
building and set it 
up commercially on 
the first floor with 
12 to 14 apartments 
on the upper floors.

Robichaud’s: So long to a hands-on, 
4-generation hardware business
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Tsongas tours state-of-the-art 
Methuen Family Health Center

  In celebration of National Community 
Health Center Week – and fresh off her 
announcement that she won’t seek re-election 
after a decade representing Massachusetts 
– Congresswoman Niki Tsongas was in 
Methuen last month, learning about a new 
health-care option for some of the area’s 
neediest residents.

  She visited the open house at the 
state-of-the-art Methuen Family Health 
Center and its pharmacy at 147 Pelham St. 
Both are overseen by Greater Lawrence 
Family Health Center and just opened this 
spring (May MethuenLife), following the 
growing clinic’s move from Holy Family 
Hospital.  The open house was complete 
with face painting, life-size games and 
toys for children as well as an array of 

educational information on health care.  
Also on site was the new Mobile Health 
Center, fully equipped to provide care and 
services including immunizations, to those 
who are either unable to get to a doctor or 
facility or hesitate to seek medical care.  

  As Tsongas toured the 12,570-square-
foot facility, Mobile Health Center and 
full-service pharmacy (which is open to the 
general public), she told company leaders 
that she was very impressed with the work 
of GLFHC. The Health Center accepts all 
insurances and those without insurance can 
sign up there.

  Tsongas is the widow of Congressman 
Paul Tsongas, who died of cancer in 1997 at 
just 55 years old.

Site manager Rafael DelaCruz and Medical Director Dr. Zandra Kelley direct 
Congresswoman Tsongas (center) on her tour of Greater Lawrence Family Health Center’s 
newest facility, Methuen Family Health Center on Pelham Street. MethuenLife photos by 
Nancy Reardon

Shown in front of GLFCH’s Mobile Health Center are (from left) President and CEO John 
Silva, Tsongas and Senior Vice President of External Relations and Chief Development 
Officer Rich Napolitano.

The Methuen Federal Credit Union provided scholarships to three deserving Methuen 
students, who each received $500 for their academic achievements. Shown are (from 
left) credit union Board of Directors Chairperson Jo Napolitano; recipient Erin Conway, a 
Methuen High School grad headed to Salem State to study education; recipient Camille 
Holleran, a Presentation of Mary grad who will study communications at Bridgewater 
State; recipient Selina DeLeon, a Methuen High School grad who will study public health 
at Northern Essex Community College; and Methuen Federal Credit Union CEO Jim 
Brouder. MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

Methuen Federal Credit Union scholars

The Methuen Exchange Club made a donation to the Methuen YMCA to provide 
scholarships for eight children from St. Ann's Home & School to participate in Rising 
Rangers this summer. The Rising Rangers Summer Classic basketball league offers a 
unique opportunity for youth and teens to improve their basketball skills and stay 
active during the summer months. Through participation in the program, children are 
not only able to stay active and healthy, but also learn valuable lessons on teamwork, 
responsibility, confidence and leadership. Photo courtesy of Methuen YMCA

EXCHANGE CLUB RISES 
TO THE OCCASSION!

Two Methuen residents earned honors while competing during the summer horse show at 
Ironstone Farm in Andover. Riders competed in three events each, against riders of similar 
ability. Delia Beaupre (left) – riding Unico – earned a second-place ribbon in the timed 
jump course and earned a fifth-place ribbon in trail, where the riders must guide the horse 
around a set course of cones and other obstacles. She also earned a fifth-place ribbon in 
equitation. Madison Davis (right) earned a third-place ribbon in trail, highlighting her 
ability to guide her horse, Clint. She also earned a fourth-place ribbon in equitation, which 
judges things such as each rider’s hand and leg positions, posture, and ability to maintain 
a consistent pace during both walking and trotting, and she earned a fifth-place ribbon in 
the timed jump course. Ironstone Farm offers recreational riding, therapeutic riding and 
therapy for people of all ages and abilities. People can register now at ironstonefarm.org to 
ride during the early fall or the second fall block. Info: ironstonefarm.org. Courtesy photos

Methuen girls collect ribbons at horse show
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By Kim Whiting 
SalemLife Writer

An air of scandal and mystery has sur-
rounded Salem, N.H.’s Stillwater Manor 
since it was built by Methuen millionaire 
Edward F. Searles more than 100 years 
ago. Rumor, speculation and urban legend 
have inflated the mystery of the Pond Street 
property.

Sound like a place you’d want to call 
“home”? 

Today, Stillwater Manor is a private 
residence divided into six condo units and 
two of them are currently available – one 
for rent and one for sale. Aesthetically, the 
property’s “bones” have changed very little 
since Searles – an interior designer – had it 
built, though inside the combination of old 
and new is breathtaking.

“It was originally built almost like a 
condo anyway,” said Tom Jacobson, who 
owns two of the units at 80 Pond St., built in 
1905 just down the street from what is now 
the Methuen line. “Each door has a family 
name on it. They would have all lived in 
the home, with different wings for different 
family members … in-laws, etc., and then 
there was a central area for the servants.”

  Real estate agent Ann McKillop of 
Berkshire Hathaway is tasked with selling 
the $249,000, two-bedroom, 2.5-bath unit, 
located on a pretty pond-dotted property 
that once included henhouses and stables. 

“You can find a garden-style apartment 
anywhere,” she said, “but this is history. 
It’s so unique.” McKillop said that she 
has received many calls and offers on the 
property and that there is a specific type of 
person who is drawn to that style of archi-
tecture. Stone and brick walls, arched entry-
ways and hardwood floors give the property 
that authentically aged look, courtesy of 
original brick, slate and wood.

“Preserving history is so special,” she 
said, and the discussion turned to how dif-
ficult it would be to build something like 
that now.

  “They would have been one of the more 
affluent families in the world at that time,” 
Jacobson said of the Searleses. “To recreate 
this from scratch would be a $20-plus mil-
lion proposition today, if you could even do 
it. … People don’t even know how to make 
this stuff anymore, or the effort it takes. It 
doesn’t even exist.”

Kitchens, bathrooms and utilities have 
been added since construction on the house 
was completed in the early 1900s, but little 
else has been changed, and the current own-
ers are committed to restoring it in the most 
authentic way possible. 

“Part of living here is buying into the 
philosophy of keeping the place as it was 
intended,” said Jacobson. “Everything here 
I’ve had handmade or imported. There isn’t 

a stitch here from Home Depot and you 
can’t have just anyone work on it.” 

Jacobson does some of the restoration 
work himself and has developed a network 
of contractors who specialize in historical 
architecture over the years. 

“I personally tried to stay with what I 
thought they (the Searles family) would do 
with the place if they lived here,” he said.

An Andover, Mass., native, Jacobson was 
initially drawn to New Hampshire for the 
tax benefits. He planned to stay for only 15 
months, but has ended up staying for 15 years.  
  He said, “I honestly don’t know why 
you would buy any other condo … most 
of us could live wherever we wanted and 
we choose here, because we can’t get it 
anywhere else. My cars and clothes are all 
handmade and I’d like to live in a handmade 
home, too.”

History of Edward Searles
Edward F. Searles loved building castles, 

and had enough money to do so. 
Searles was born in Methuen in 1841. 

He grew up there, taking piano lessons 
and working in a cotton mill to help his 
mom financially. In the early 1860s, he left 
home to teach music in Maine. It is upon 
his return from Maine that he may have 
had his heart broken by his fiancée and his 
brother who got married in 1867. He left 
home again and earned a small fortune as 
an interior designer with a Boston firm. In 
1875, Searles began using his savings and 
his experience to travel. When he returned, 
he got a job with Herter Brothers, a notable 
design firm in New York. 

Searles began using his earnings and 
his eye for design to renovate his family’s 
Methuen home, then to build up the land 
around it, through the Oakside area south of 
East Street, then through High Field Farm 
toward the Salem border. He renamed the 
area Pine Lodge, and today that main home 
and surrounding acreage are owned by the 
sisters of Presentation of Mary. He also 
started buying parcels of land just over the 
New Hampshire border, eventually owning 
about 1,600 acres in Salem – a full 10 per-
cent of Salem’s property at the time. Not 
all of Salem’s other residents were pleased 
with the arrangement, though most had to 
admit that he did provide employment for 
many local people and he donated a variety 
of buildings to the town, as well, which 
helped to quell any real protest.

But locals loved to talk about Searles. 
Some accounts refer to him as a committed 
bachelor throughout most of his life, anoth-
er speculates about his sexual preferences, 
while yet another claims he was crushed 
when a beloved fiancée left him to marry 
his brother. In one place, he is referred to 
as a generous philanthropist and by another 
account, he is a greedy baron.

Rheumatic fever forced Searles to retire 
from Herter Brothers in 1881 and he trav-
eled to the West Coast seeking relief from 
the illness. Seeing an opportunity to follow 
up with clients in that area, Herter Broth-

“Part of living here is buying into the philosophy of keeping the place as it was intended. Everything here I’ve 
had handmade or imported. There isn’t a stitch here from Home Depot ...”

~ Stillwater Manor condo owner Tom Jacobson, who first imagines what the Searles family would do when it comes to a repair or upgrade

Live like a millionaire!
Condos on stunningly authentic 1905 Searles property seek residents

Stillwater Manor, built by Methuen millionaire Edward F. Searles 100-plus years ago, 
still stands at 80 Pond St., and today is divided into six condo units. Aside from a few 
landscape changes and utility upgrades, the mansion has maintained much of its original 
splendor. SalemLife photos by Kim Whiting

Names appear on the doors to each of 
Stillwater’s six condo units. Unit No. 5 retains 
the maiden name of Edward Searles’ wife, 
Mary. 

The small holes under the eaves (seen here) 
were used for communication via homing 
pigeon. According to a current owner, there 
remains a system of pulleys and ropes in 
the attic for controlling those openings, 
though that area is no longer accessible. 

Urban legend claimed that the stone walls 
continued for the entire 6-mile span from 
Stillwater Manor to Searles’ Pine Lodge 
Estate in Methuen. While that is not quite 
true, some of the towers (like the one 
shown here) and much of the original wall 
are still visible today a few miles away along 
Pond Street in Salem and East and Lawrence 
streets in Methuen.

See SEARLES, Page 33

SEE INSIDE!
Check out photos of the 

Stillwater Manor condo that’s 
up for sale at Realtor.com. The 
address is 80 Pond St., Unit 1 

in Salem, N.H.
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ADAM CHIOCCA
Greetings neighbor. Adam Chiocca here, 

ready to be your 
next East District 
City Councilor. 
It would be my 
pleasure to serve 
in this capacity. 
In short, I think 
that I would be an 
excellent steward 
for the city. I believe 
I have the right amount of care, concern, 
and knowledge to guide Methuen forward. I 
know that I will be a good representative 
for our residents and taxpayers. You need 
somebody who cares about this great 
place, and wants the best for Methuen. 
If you’re a smart adult, you’ve probably 
learned that you can’t spend more than 
you have. It is this kind of common sense 
thinking that has guided me, as a father and 
head of household. We need Methuen to 
also be financially sound and strong. My 
thoughtful approach includes keeping our 
current services, and improving where we 
can. I understand that for a city to function 
well, our departments and boards need to 
be kept efficient and productive. I hope to 
preserve the great things about Methuen, 
while managing our growth in sensible 
and smart ways, so that we see a strong, 
safe, vibrant Methuen in the future. I am a 
regular Methuen Dad who simply wants to 
keep us on a good path. I am trustworthy, 
dependable, straightforward and hard-
working. Thanks for your vote.

DANIEL GRAYTON
Hello, My name is Daniel Grayton and 

I am running for 
East District City 
Councilor. I’m 
running to be a voice 
for responsible 
spending, smart 
growth and open 
and transparent 
government.

  In 2013 I had 
the honor of being 
elected to serve you, the taxpayers of 
Methuen, as your City Councilor at-Large. 
While serving on the Council I was never 
afraid to speak up on your behalf when 
actions were taken that were not in the best 
interests of the residents of Methuen. I was 

proud to be a councilor not of the special 
interests or power brokers but of the people.  

  There is still a lot we can accomplish in 
Methuen, from continuing to work towards 
a sustainable budget that lowers the tax 
rate to finding ways to jumpstart smart 
growth and make sure city hall is an open 
and transparent place where residents feel 
welcome and heard. Having advocated for 
these things as a City Councilor gives me 
the unique ability to be the candidate with 
the experience to lead from day one.

  If you want to know more about my 
campaign I’d welcome you to email me at 
DanielGrayton@gmail.com. I’d be happy 
to speak with you about my campaign and 
the issues that affect Methuen. Finally, 
and most importantly I’d be honored to 
have your vote on September 19th for 
East District City Councilor. It would be a 
privilege to once again have the opportunity 
to serve you at City Hall. Thank you.

SIDNEY HARRIS
As a third-generation Meth-uenite I’ve 

had the privilege of serving our community 
in many capacities: 
an advocate for the 
disabled in assuring 
an accessible 
community for over 
30 years, a youth 
sports organizer for 
the Methuen Youth 
Hockey Association 
and Methuen West 
Little League. I represent and advocate for 
services and programs that benefit all the 
citizens. I have a history of challenging 
city hall to do what’s best for all who live 
in our community. I recently organized and 
challenged the city’s new trash proposal 
only because it was not beneficial to ALL 
citizens. 

  I’ve prepared myself and understand 
the obligations city hall has to all residents. 
I’m the only candidate who has attended the 

last 18 months of city council meetings as 
well as the 2017 and 2018 budget hearings. 
I don’t believe that running for city council 
should just be a good idea. I’m prepared to 
serve this community. 

  I clearly understand the pressures that 
a growing community has on all residents 
and planning for such growth needs to 
be a priority of city hall. With new tax 
revenue coming into the city because of 
new developments, we must make plans to 
utilize it to maintain our current tax rates 
and help with infrastructure improvements, 
school expansions and most importantly 
continue to invest in public safety measures 
that benefit us as our community grows. I 
will not support measures that are not to 
the best interest of our community. I will be 
your advocate at city hall.

STEVE SABA
Hello Methuen,
My name is Steve Saba and I hope to 

become your next 
City Councilor in 
the East District. I 
was born and grew 
up in Methuen and 
along with my wife 
Cathy, we have 
raised our three 
children here.  Over 
the past twenty-five 
years I have volunteered my time serving 
our community. I have been president of the 
Methuen Youth Basketball Association for 
the past 14 years, long after my own kids 
had left the program and was a founding 
member and current president of the 
Methuen Athletic Improvement Committee. 
The MAIC led the successful community 
effort to completely renovate Nicholson 
stadium. The improvements included 
making the entire facility ADA compliant, 
providing locker rooms and facilities for 
girls and installing two turf fields all of 
which has brought pride to our community. 
I have also worked hard to support our 
families and schools. 

  During my door to door travels, I have 
found that like myself, most residents love 
Methuen. Many of our residents, however, 
do not feel represented or listened to by 
our elected officials. Our senior citizens 
in many cases feel that their concerns and 
voices are ignored, while being over taxed 
and getting little in return.

  I am asking for your vote on September 
19 so I can do exactly what I have been 
doing for the past 25 years. I would like 
to represent the citizens of Methuen and 
work to make the city that we love an even 

greater place for all. Thank you!

EUNICE ZEIGLER
I am a 2006 Methuen High School 

graduate with a Bachelor's in political 
science and Masters 
in Economic And 
Social Development 
of Regions from 
UMass Lowell. 
I currently serve 
as a Compliance 
Spec ia l i s t /Gran t 
Writer for the City 
of Lowell Housing 
Authority and prior to that, a Financial 
Compliance Manager for the City of 
Haverhill. As a candidate for Methuen City 
Council, I would lend my education and 
municipal finance experience towards the 
economic sustainability of the city. I seek 
to push for long term strategic planning 
for the city and look for ways to expand 
opportunities for residents.

  One proposal I will work towards is 
the creation of a business forum beginning 
along the Merrimack Street Corridor that 
will span outward. The purpose of which 
is to build partnerships among our business 
communities. For example by supporting 
a partnership between restaurants and our 
farms here in Methuen we can strengthen 
our local economy and promote cash flow 
in the city. Similarly, we can look to this 
forum to help attract other businesses that 
will thrive in Methuen. This forum can have 
the potential to bring more resources to our 
schools and public services.

  The City needs more transparent 
leadership that will contribute to financially 
sound decision making and seek to bring 
resources to the city. These qualities would 
be reflected in my leadership as an East 
District City Councilor. 

  On September 19, there will be a primary 
election. My name is Eunice Zeigler and I 
ask for your support. 

East candidates to
talk issues on live TV

City Council candidates for the East 
District have been invited to participate 
in a live forum Sept. 6 at the MCTV 
studios at 20 Aegean Drive. As of press 
time, the planned start time is 6:30pm. 
All candidates will be asked the same 
questions and given the same amount 
of time for their answers. Any Methuen 
resident can submit a question for the 
forum by e-mailing MCTV at info@
methuentv.org. Viewers will be able to 
watch on Comcast 22, Verizon 33 or 
on MCTV's website methuentv.org by 
clicking on "Watch Live." The program 
will be rebroadcast at different times up 
until the election on Sept. 19.

East councilor candidates fly solo into Sept. 19 primary
With five East District City Council candidates running for two spots, the 

city will hold a preliminary election for this single race Sept. 19. Polls will be 
open 7am to 7pm at the Tenney Grammar School. There are 11,396 registered 
voters in the East District’s four precincts, according to City Clerk Christine 
Touma Conway. The top four vote-getters will move on to the municipal 
election Nov. 7.

  MethuenLife asked all five candidates to write a brief summary about their 
platform and describe why East District residents should vote for them.

Sing? Dance? Join
‘Home for Holidays’

  In preparation for their 40th anniversary celebration, North Regional Theatre 
Workshop will present its annual “Home for the Holidays 2017.” This holiday 
favorite highlights Christmas classics and sounds of the season. Rehearsals 
are every Monday evening, beginning Sept. 11 and the production will be pre-
sented Dec. 1, 2 and 3. All singers, dancers and performers are welcome to 
join them for their first rehearsal at First Church Congregational, 26 Pleasant 
St., from 7 to 9:30pm. Info: (978) 683-3600. 
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By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

  For 35 years she has dedicated 
herself to the well-being of seniors 
across the region, but Joan Hatem-Roy 
still has a sweet spot for Methuen.

  The woman who has spent her 
career protecting the physically and 
mentally vulnerable and leading the 
way in modern home care recently took 
over as CEO of Elder Services of the 
Merrimack Valley. It’s a pivotal position 
within a private, non-profit agency that 
thousands of seniors in 23 communities 
(and their families) depend on daily. 
Hatem-Roy continues the work of 
Rosanne DiStefano who retired after 32 
years at the helm of ESMV.

  Hatem-Roy’s career in elder care 
began with her serving as Massachusetts’ 
first Protective Service worker and 
assembling a Crisis Intervention Team 
focused on areas like mental-health 
counseling, money management and 
suicide prevention. Later as director of 
Home Care, she led the crusade to get 
nurses and social worker to team up on 
cases allowing for new opportunities 
to work with health-care systems, 
community services and elder housing. 
Since 2010, Hatem-Roy served as the 
ESMV’s assistant director with a focus 
on health-care programs.       

  Get to know a bit about Joan Hatem-
Roy and her new role, with this quick 
Q&A that she did for MethuenLife:

Q. Talk a bit about your Methuen 
connection. 

A. I was born and bred in Methuen, 
and consider Methuen to still to be my 
home. My dad Albert owned Hatem 
Auto Body on Woodland Street and I 
lived on Francella Road. I was one of the 
first graduating classes (1978) to attend 
the new Methuen High School. I’m still 
best friends with many of my childhood 
friends and, even though we didn’t live 
in the “valley,” we consider ourselves 

some of the original Valley Girls! I 
moved out in 1990 when I got married 
but my parents, relatives and siblings 
remained there for many years after.

Q. Explain the term elder.  Is it 
different from senior citizen?

A. For many cultures, “elder” has 
meant respect, wisdom and resilience 
and is seen as a label of reverence. 
Senior citizen speaks to age, but also 
inclusion. Our agency mission focuses 
on independence, self-empowerment 
and choices. What REALLY matters 
is the context of how the words 
are used. We are eager to help our 
communities regain a reverence for 
what this generation of people has 
to offer to us as individuals, family 
members and the greater society.  

 
Q. What’s the biggest challenge 

facing Merrimack Valley elders 
today?

 A. Every four years we conduct 
a formal needs assessment and 
interview and survey hundreds of 
people to consider the challenges they 
face as they grow old. What we find 
unfortunately is that many elders live 
on the “edge.” The unknown in our 
federal and state policies and funding 

creates a constant challenge for elders 
reliant on these benefits to manage their 
daily lives. Many live on fixed incomes 
with limited resources and survive on a 
budget that has no room for household 
emergencies or health-care incidents. 
One unexpected event can spiral an 
elder and their family into crisis. Social 
isolation is also a problem facing many 
elders. Some lack the community of 
friends and family to help them. The lack 
of affordable housing, mental health/
substance abuse and the increase in 
homelessness has created an enormous 
challenge on social services and shelters 
to find the appropriate housing and 
supportive services they need to live 
in the community successfully. And 
unfortunately, we have also seen a 
marked increase - now hundreds of 
reports on a monthly basis - on potential 
cases of elder abuse or neglect.  

  
Q. Services for seniors have come 

so far! What are some of the most 
advantageous programs offered by 
ESMV? 

A. Our core services of care 
management that includes assessment 
and home- and community-based social 
service improves the lives of so many 
Merrimack Valley elders on a daily basis. 
These services allow them to remain 
living in their community and support 
their efforts for independence. What 
started 40 years ago with a few services 
has expanded to include services and 
benefits that address all aspects of 
activities of daily living: homemaking, 
personal care, nutrition, mobility, 
environmental concerns, financial 
matters, safe housing, access to health 
care, mental health services, caregiving 
support, and advocacy needs. A service 
often overlooked is our Age Info 
department. We have staff dedicated 
to provide information, resources and 
referrals to any issues related to the 
aging journey. Just one call can open 
many doors to issues facing elders and 

their caregivers (800 892 0890 or 978 
683 7747). 

One of the most advantageous 
programs we developed was transitional 
care services in collaboration with local 
hospitals and health systems. Our Care 
Transition coaches help ensure that 
patients and their families have a smooth 
transition after being discharged from a 
hospital, and that the medical treatment 
plan is successfully understood and 
implemented when someone is back 
home. We follow patients and offer 
education, services and support to help 
them to continue to enjoy living in the 
environment of their choosing.  

 
Q. What can adults do NOW to help 

themselves be happy & independent 
seniors?

A. Stay active, engaged and healthy! 
Local senior centers speak to just these 
issues – both programs and opportunities 
to explore your passion and encourage 
your independence.  Recognizing 
that prevention and proactive efforts 
to understand and manage a disease is 
critical. Ten years ago Elder Services 
established the Healthy Living Center 
of Excellence. ESMV was the first in the 
state to work with Stanford University 
to offer an evidenced-based program 
that addressed the issues of chronic 
disease. This free 6-week workshop 
provided people an opportunity to learn 
how to manage their chronic health 
concerns and be more in control of their 
treatment and care. Now we offer 14 
different evidenced-based workshops on 
issues ranging from balance, nutrition 
and diabetes management to family 
caregiving. The Healthy Living Center 
of Excellence has expanded in the last 
10 years with over 95 different partners 
and hundreds of trained leaders offering 
these workshops statewide. To learn 
more about these programs, to read 
testimonials about their benefits and 
learn about workshops near you, visit 
www.healthyliving4me.org.  

Joan Hatem-Roy

Methuen-strong Hatem-Roy leading Elder Services

• Clean River Project Fall Open 
House: Sept. 17, 10am-2pm at 1022 
Riverside Drive, Methuen. Check out 
some of the unique treasures this non-
profit group has pulled from the river, 
learn about their mission and enjoy a 
short boat ride on the Merrimack River. 
• “Good Eating: Indian Food”: Sept. 19, 
6pm at Holy Family Hospital, Methuen. 
Shilpi Ranjan, owner and instructor of 
EZCompliments Indian cooking classes, 
will be the guest chef and speaker. Ran-
jan—a passionate cook, educator, wife 
and mother— will cook with lentils (dia-
betes-friendly!) and a hint of traditional 
Indian spices. RSVP by Sept. 12: Karen 
Kennedy, (978) 687-0156, ext. 2007. 

• Arts Institute Group of the Merri-
mack Valley: September meeting will 
be Sept. 20 at the MCTV site on Aege-
an Drive from 7-8:30pm. Mary Rose 
O’Connell, resident artist at the Whis-
tler House Museum of Art in Lowell, 
will be the demonstrator. aigmv.org. 
• Tenney High School Class of 1967 
50th Reunion: Sept. 28, 6pm will be a 
casual get-together with appetizers at 
Jon Ryan’s Pub, 478 Lowell St. On Sept. 
29 at Merrimack Valley Golf Club, 210 
Howe St., is cocktails at 6pm followed 
by dinner and dancing at 7pm, $67 per 
person. Send checks to Janice Malandri-
no Currier, 10 Fenwick Circle, Methuen, 
MA 01844. On Sept. 30, classmates 

will hit the sand with a Beach Party 
starting at 11am at Salisbury Beach 
State Reservation, 210 Beach Road. 
Food provided. Info: Donna Fichera 
Vose, donna@heart-of-boston.com. 
• Greater Lawrence Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School Class of 
1977 40th Reunion: Nov. 25, 6:30pm 
to 12:30am at Angelica’s in Middleton. 
$60 per person includes buffet dinner, 
raffle, DJ, photo booth. Contact Chris-
tine (Beaulieu) Lord at (781) 491-3173 
or e-mail voke1977reunion@yahoo.
com. Tickets will also be available for 
purchase in person Sept. 16, noon to 
3pm at Jocelyn’s Restaurant, 355 S. 
Broadway, Salem N.H. Facebook page 

is Voke Class of 1977 Reunion in 2017.
ONGOING
• Al-Anon: “Serenity First” open discus-
sion for those bothered by someone’s 
drinking. Meets first Tuesday of the 
month and Sundays, 7:30 pm at First 
Church Congregational, 26 Pleasant 
St., Methuen.
• Alcoholics Anonymous: Meets at 
Holy Family Hospital in Methuen on 
Saturdays at 8:15 pm in the ground-
floor auditorium, 70 East St. Meetings 
at Holy Family Hospital in Haverhill are 
Saturdays at 6:45 pm and Sundays at 
6:30 pm in the first-floor auditorium, 140 
Lincoln Ave.
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Did You Know That the MethuenLife Staff Has Over 600 Years Combined of Living, Working and Raising Families 
in Methuen? We Are Your Number #1 Connection to Methuen!

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

  
  Seeing someone in a military uniform and 
listening to stories of service, motivation 
and love of country can stir up a wide range 
of memories and emotions. 
  Methuen High’s JROTC visits have 
filled a special void for many residents at 
Methuen Village. Starting last spring, small 
groups of cadets visited the assisted-living 
facility twice a month to talk about their 
experiences, their service and their hopes 
for the future. The seniors reciprocated 
with their own conversations of service and 
patriotism. The connection was instant.
  “The two generations really bonded just 
in their first visit!” noted Anne Lafortune, 
Methuen Village’s EnrichedLIFE director, 
of the Adopt a Veteran program.
  “This has been an eye-opener and it’s 
very emotional,” said JROTC Sgt. Kaylie 
Demers. “One man stood up and wanted 
to salute us for everything we’ve done. It 
brought tears to our eyes. I’ve met women 
who were nurses who said how proud they 
were to serve and they see us as having the 
same aspirations.”
  2017-2018 JROTC Battalion Commander 
Seth Pare says the project has been a hit 
with both teens and seniors, and he is 
excited to expand it this year.
  “It’s one of the best new additions we have 
in our program. One of the first things we’ll 
look at this year is how it can grow,” said 

Pare, who last year coordinated the visits. 
“When I’d ask, ‘Who wants to go to Adopt 
a Veteran next week?’ I’d have 20 hands 
shoot up. People want to do this. … The 
veterans get a lot out of it and the kids get a 
lot out of it too.” 
  “I’m just so impressed with you kids,” 
said retired Haverhill District Court Judge 
Kevin Herlihy, a Methuen Village resident 
who attended several of the JROTC visits. 
“When I was your age – centuries ago – and 
I got up in front of people, I wouldn’t know 

what to say. Whether you’re going to be a 
doctor, teacher, no matter what you’ve got 
to learn to talk. You’re doing such a great 
job!”
  “You all look older (than high school). 
It’s the good looks and the uniform!” noted 
resident Emma Chahanovich. “You kids 
today have a lot more advantages. I learned 
about life while growing up on a farm 
feeding chickens. It’s wonderful for you and 
I’m happy for you!”
  The program was created as an Adopt a 

Veteran event but it’s been such a hit that 
when the JROTC cadets arrive, the room 
fills with both vets and non-vets.
  “This was (junior) Sean Henrick’s idea. 
It’s a great opportunity to give back to 
the community, grow as people and help 
others,” noted former Battalion Commander 
Keyla Fondeur. “We were all for it. It’s a 
great way to see how much you can do as 
a person.”
  During MethuenLife’s visit, students 
talked about JROTC “as a family” and 
the numerous challenging opportunities 
available – everything from Drill Team and 
Honor Guard to the Academic Team and 
Marksmanship.   
  Fondeur admitted being a shy kid who 
didn’t want to wear the military uniform or 
stand out, and at one point thought about 
leaving JROTC. 
  “But now I’m well-rounded and obviously 
no longer shy. I’m battalion commander, in 
National Honor Society, play field hockey. 
JROTC pushes you to be a better version 
of yourself,” said Fondeur, who led the 230 
JROTC cadets during the 2016-2017 school 
year. She already completed Army basic 
training and is starting her freshman year at 
Hawaii Pacific University. 
  Pare notes that as the JROTC is the largest 
program at Methuen High, and with the 
positive feedback the program has received, 
he expects a full year of relationship-
building between teens and seniors starting 
this fall.

JROTC & Methuen Village residents join forces
Adopt a Veteran visits are a huge hit with teens, seniors 

MHS JROTC Cadet Sean Henrick, who came up with the idea to meet with local veterans, 
kneels while listening to a Methuen Village resident during an Adopt a Veteran visit. 
Courtesy photo

JROTC Sgt. Kaylie Demers, shown with some of the ladies of Methuen Village, says getting 
to know the seniors has been a moving experience. Courtesy photo

Retired Haverhill District Court Judge Kevin Herlihy made a point to meet with cadets after 
the program and tell them how impressed he was with them and their presentation. 
            MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili
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Chang’s Taekwondo celebrates 15 years 
of mind, body connection

With high-flying kicks, the 
smashing of boards and the whirl 
of Nunchuks,   Chang’s Taekwondo 
America celebrated its 15th anniversary. 
  Last month’s event – led by the studio’s 
owners and operators Grandmaster Young 
Soo Chang and Master Catherine Chang 
– included elite demonstrations by both 
masters and students, a free Taekwondo 
class, a huge bounce house, a ribbon-cutting 
and celebratory cake!

Taekwondo is a Korean unarmed martial 
art that connects mind and body. Chang’s is 
proud of its ability of combine the physical 
aspect of Taekwondo with life skills 
(courtesy, respect, discipline, self-esteem, 
etc.), resulting in students’ two-fold success.  
  Chang’s is located at 230 Pleasant St. Find 
out more about their classes and after-school 
activities at www.changstaekwondoamerica.
com and on their Facebook page.

A Taekwondo Demo Team member high jumps over six students on his way to smashing a 
board with his foot. MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

Jane Rizzo, 12, a Demo Team member, leads a group of students. 

Uniting in celebration of Chang’s 15th year are (from left) the Changs’ granddaughter 
Lucille Colon, 4; Methuen Police Department Officers Junior Encarnacion and Walter 
Torres; Grandmaster Chang; Master Chang; Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Vice President Wil Carpenter; and Taekwondo masters, all surrounded by instructors and 
students.

Demo Team member Anthony Pheng 
(foreground), 9, shows off some serious 
Nunchuck skills.

Kelley Contarino has been named the 
retail branch manager, assistant vice presi-
dent of Salem Co-operative Bank’s Methuen 
branch at 284 Merrimack St. She will over-
see the daily operations of the branch, as 
well as provide coaching and training to her 
staff. Contarino brings with her more than 
nine years’ experience as a branch manager.  
  Sarah Rastello, senior vice president of 
retail banking for the bank, said, “Kelley 
brings with her a wealth of experience 
that will allow us to further enhance the 
level of customer satisfaction provided by 
the retail team. She is focused on building 
long term relationships with customers and 
going above and beyond to deliver a great 
banking experience. We are excited to have 
her on our team.”   Kelley Contarino

Salem Co-op’s Methuen branch
 welcomes new manager

MVPASAP: ‘The Miracle of Recovery’
  If you have concerns about, or are dealing with, teen prescription drug abuse, 
please attend the Merrimack Valley Prevention and Substance Abuse Project’s 
fourth annual Community Forum. Set for Sept. 23 at the Greater Lawrence Techni-
cal School on River Road in Andover, the forum is part of this year’s theme of “To 
Be Aware is to Be Alive; The Miracle of Recovery.” From 4 to 6pm, representatives 
from over 30 resource tables will be on hand to offer information and guidance. 
From 6 to 8, the film “If Only,” courtesy of the Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation 
and Millennium Health, will be shown to raise awareness about the dangers of teen 
prescription drug misuse and abuse. Then the Improbable Players will take the 
stage for prevention by educating the public about addiction and recovery through 
dramatic performances and theater workshops.
  Info: (978) 886-2949.
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COLLEGE NEWS
Danielle Silva graduated from Western New 
England University with a Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree on May 21. … American 
International College awarded more than 
600 undergraduate and graduate degrees to 
students representing 21 states and 12 
countries at its 2017 spring commencement 
ceremony. Methuen grads are: Kevin Alliette 
who received a Master of Education degree, 
majoring in Secondary Education; Kristen 
Bilapka-Cowpar who received a Master of 
Education degree, majoring in Moderate 
Disabilities; Amy Currie who received a 
Master of Education degree, majoring in 
Reading Specialist; Elizabeth Javier who 
received a Master of Education degree, 
majoring in Early Childhood Education; 
Brianna McCarthy who received a Master of 
Education degree, majoring in Middle School 
Education; and Jennifer Sirois who received 
a Master of Education degree, majoring in 
Moderate Disabilities. … Twenty members of 
Assumption College’s Class of 2017, including 
Jeffrey Letourneau of Methuen, were 
honored with the college’s prestigious 
Crown and Shield Award. The award 
recognizes students who have distinguished 
themselves throughout their tenure at the 
college in the areas of leadership and 
community service. Award recipients have 
protected (shield) and furthered (crown) the 
interests of the student body and Assumption 
as a whole. … Roger Williams University is 
proud to announce that Erich Friedrich 
graduated cum laude with a B.S. in 
architecture in May as part of the Class of 
2017. … Marissa Dibiasio graduated from 
the University of San Diego on May 28, 
earning a bachelor’s degree in Finance. … 
Lizmary Mota graduated from Southern 
Vermont College, earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Administration-
Healthcare Management. … Courtney 
Brennan graduated from the University of 
Hartford. Brennan, a radiologic technology 
student, received an Associate in Science 
from the University’s College of Education, 
Nursing and Health Professions. … Edward J. 
Rauseo Jr. graduated from Colby College in 
Waterville, Maine, with a degree in 
economics. He is the son of Edward and 
Laurie Rauseo. … These Methuen students 
earned bachelor’s degrees during Merrimack 
College’s 67th Commencement Exercises on 
May 21: Nicholas Cantarella, Rachael 
Ellenwood, Kaylee Foderaro, Justine Munroe, 
Sabrina Bourque, Kasey Marcoux, Gianna 
Pino, Luis Guerrero, Sarah King, Coral 
Robinson, Junellie Leon, Alexandra Layous, 
Daniel Camerato, Josie Sanchez and Theresa 
Yurewicz. Earning master’s degrees from 
Merrimack were Domilka Calcano, Ashley 
Trebisacci, Jennifer Guimond and Allison 
Sullivan, all earning Masters of Education, 
and Michael Mouawad who earned a Master 
of Science in Exercise/Sport Science. … 
Springfield College recognizes these 2017 
Methuen grads: Alba Gomez, bachelor’s of 
science degree in Human Services; Matthew 
Delmonte, master’s of education degree in 
Physical Education; and Evan Singleton, 
bachelor’s of science degree in Sport 
Management. … The following Methuen 
students earned degrees from the University 
of New Hampshire: Alex Eastman, BS degree 
in Animal Science; Christy Chui, BA degree in 
Communication; David Veilleux, BS degree in 
Business Administration: Info Systems & 
Business Analytics; Jeffrey Bajor, BSME 
degree in Mechanical Engineering; Kaeleigh 
Molloy, graduated Magna Cum Laude with a 
BS degree in Nursing; Matthew Tran, BS 
degree in Business Administration: Finance; 

Mattingly Godek, BA degree in 
Communication; Victoria Pekarski, MS 
degree in Communication Science & 
Disorders. … Liam Robert Johnson 
graduated from Clemson University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture. … UAlbany 
congratulates Eric Xiao of Methuen, who 
graduated with a degree in Sociology. … 
Christine Kang and Jeffrey Letourneau 
earned bachelor’s degrees from Assumption 
College. … Curry College’s Spring 2017 
Dean’s List included these Methuen students: 
Alexandra D’Avolio, Kelsey Davis, Teylah 
Ford, Kelsey O’Connor and Ileana Quaglietta. 
… UMass Dartmouth’s  Spring 2017 Dean’s 
List included Bryan Acosta, David Cardenas, 
Tinayeshe Gambiza and Roseli Rodriguez. … 
Mount Ida College has announced the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 2017 semester: 
Veronique Major, a Dental Hygiene major, 
and Mary Richards, an Interior Architecture 
and Design major, both from Methuen. … 
Maria Rodriguez was welcomed into Sigma 
Tau Delta National Honor Society on May 4, 
at the Western New England University 
chapter’s annual induction ceremony which 
took place in the University’s D’Amour 
Library. … Adam Lo Cicero graduated from 
Becker College, earning an associate of 
science in animal care. … Shawn Hamel 
graduated from Hofstra University in May 
2017, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Drama 
and a Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Management. … Isabella Blanchette 
completed Colby-Sawyer College’s internship 
requirement with the Key Program for 
children and families in Methuen. Blanchette 
majors in sociology. … Graduating from the 
University of Vermont are Jared Blouin, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Anthropology, and Anthony DiMario, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Sociology. … Lasell College announced that 
these students made the spring Dean’s List: 
Bryan Costello, James Parker and Alexandra 
Doyle. … Leigh-Ann Trepanier, a PreK-4 
Elementary Education major at Grove City 
College, Pennsylvania, has been named to 
the Dean’s List with Distinction for the Spring 
2017 semester. Leigh-Ann is a 2015 graduate 
of Fellowship Christian Academy and is the 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Trepanier 
(Linda) from Methuen. … Janet Hachem, a 
General Studies major, received a Bachelor 
of General Studies at Youngstown State 
University’s Spring Commencement. …  
Joseph St. Cyr has been named to the Dean’s 
List at Paul Smith’s College for the spring 
2017 semester. St. Cyr is a junior majoring in 
fisheries and wildlife science. … At the 
University of Rhode Island’s 131st 
Commencement, the following Methuen 
students graduated: Cory M. Foote received 
a Bachelor of Arts, Communication Studies; 
Samantha V. Kelley received a Bachelor of 
Arts, Psychology and Bachelor of Science, 
Human Development and Family Studies 
Magna Cum Laude; Cynthia A. Michaud 
received a Bachelor of Science, Marine 
Biology and Bachelor of Science, Geology 
and Geological Oceanography. … These 
Methuen residents graduated from Emerson 
College in Boston: David Bradburn received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Cinematography/
Videography and Amelia Fabiano received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism. … 
UMass Dartmouth students graduating 
during a ceremony at the Xfinity Center 
included Methuen residents Tinayeshe 
Gambiza, Jordan Knott, Kevin Meas, Jasmine 
Rivera, Roseli Rodriguez and Kaleigh Shaw. 
… Robert Pauley, a freshman studying 
aeronautics within Kent State University’s 

College of Applied Engineering, 
Sustainability and Technology, was named 
to the Fall 2016 President’s List. To qualify for 
this honor, undergraduate students must 
obtain a 4.0 GPA while maintaining 15 or 
more credit hours in a semester or session. ... 
University of Alabama student Courtney 
Elyssa Zacharias was named to the President’s 
List (all A’s) for Spring 2017. … David 
Bradburn has been named to the Emerson 
College Dean’s List for the Spring 2017 
semester. He majors in cinematography/
videography. … Kristina Cottone and 
Amanda Petrow are among the 1,245 
students who have been named to the 
spring 2017 dean’s list at Keene State College. 
… It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University congratulates 
these Methuen students on earning 
academic honors in spring 2017. On the 
President’s List: Shanel Pimentel, Kara Abate 
and Megan Dunn. These students were 
named to the SNHU Dean’s List: William 
Cushing, Catherine Franzese, Julia Lavoie, 
Meghan Murphy, Aaron Therrien, Nicholas 
Walko, Brittany Alaimo, Alberto J. Pillot, 
Melody Rutherford, Manasseh Waweru. … 
The following Methuen students were 
named to the Dean’s List at the University of 
New Hampshire in Durham for the spring 
2017 semester: Amber Mercier, Honors; 
Kaeleigh Molloy, Highest Honors; William 
McGrath, High Honors; Josephine Piro, High 
Honors; Ashley Braga, Honors; and Alivia 
Fazio, Highest Honors. … These Methuen 
students were named to The University of 
Rhode Island’s Spring 2017 Dean’s List: Sarah 

Elizabeth O’Neil, Cassandra A. Mazzone, 
Samuel Charpentier and James Conner-
Myers. … Alison Keenan was named to 
Assumption College’s Spring 2017 Dean’s 
List. … Erik Onessimo was named to Husson 
University’s Spring 2017 Honors List. … 
Richard Vazquez, an accounting major, 
achieved Dean’s High Honors for the spring 
2017 semester at Nichols College in Dudley, 
Mass. … Liam McDonnell, Carlos Natareno 
and Maria Rodriguez were named to the 
Spring Semester Dean’s List at Western New 
England University. … Erich Friedrich and 
Dahlia Osorio were named to the Spring 
Dean’s List at Roger Williams University. … 
The University of Hartford announced 
Antonio Morales and Courtney Brennan 
were named to the Dean’s List for Spring 
2017. … Angela R. Foley took part in Western 
New England University’s spring production 
of Beauty and the Beast to sold-out 
audiences. … Hofstra University 
congratulates Tara Conklin and Shawn 
Hamel for making the Spring 2017 Dean’s 
List. … On the Spring 2017 Emmanuel 
College Dean’s List are Angelina Rogers, 
Holly St. Cyr and Bridget Vasques. … Dean 
College is pleased to announce that Eladia 
Cespedes earned a place on the Dean’s List 
for the Spring 2017 semester. …  Methuen’s 
Lauren Conte, formerly of Phillips Academy, 
was one of 65 student-athletes honored for 
their excellence in the classroom when the 
NESCAC announced its 2016-17 Winter All-
Academic Team. Conte is a member of the 
Women’s Swimming & Diving team at 
Wesleyan University. 

The Middlesex Community College Foundation presented MCC student Nhi Ngoc Dang 
Ngo of Methuen with an MCC Foundation Merit Award for Full-time Students for the 2016-
17 academic year in a ceremony held on the Bedford campus. Originally from Vietnam, 
Ngo is currently enrolled in MCC’s Computer Science Transfer Program and is a dedicated 
volunteer for the Merrimack Valley Food Bank. MCC Foundation Merit Awards recognize 
students who demonstrate academic excellence and exceptional promise. Ngo is shown 
with MCC President James C. Mabry. 

NGO EARNS MERIT AWARD 
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The Methuen Ranger Marching Band 
takes the field at Nicholson Stadium, poised 
to perform this season’s program entitled 
“Time,” and it’s an early Wednesday morn-
ing in the middle of August. 

“This Band Camp week helps us get 
a head start on the school year and come 
together as a group,” says Band Director 
Brian McGonagle, or “G”, as the kids call 
him.  Each August, every member of the 
marching band and its staff commit to a full 
week to get the marching band up and run-
ning. Armed with plenty of water and sun-
screen, the days spent working outside on 
the field are long and tiring, but necessary. 
McGonagle, who begins his second year 
as band director, has been with the music 
program since 2000. 

“The band size has increased in numbers 
since last season, so it should be a great 
program this year,” he said, noting there are 
nearly 100 members. 

With Methuen Ranger home football 
games quickly approaching, the band works 
tirelessly to prepare the halftime show that 

will also be performed during their com-
petition season. Participating in six local 
marching band competitions, Methuen 
Ranger Marching Band is also honored 
to be hosting a NESBA competition this 
season Sept. 23 (time to be announced) at 
Nicholson Stadium.

Plans are in the works for the band to 
travel to and perform at Disney World later 
this school year, so fundraising will be a 
continued necessity. World-famous imper-
sonators The Edwards Twins will perform 
at the Methuen High School Auditorium for 
a night Las Vegas-style fun and entertain-
ment to kick off the fund-raising season. 
Tickets start at $30 and will go fast, so 
visit www.mhsperformingartscenter.bpt.me 
to order yours! 

Community support is always appreciat-
ed. For opportunities to volunteer or donate, 
you can contact Methuen Ranger Marching 
Band Parent Association President Lynne 
Kumm at president@methuenrangerband.
org. 

~ Barbie Kiberstis

‘Time’ flies at Ranger Band Camp!

Josh Kumm and his trombone shine in the sun. 

Nathan Lopez is looking cool with his 
shades and saxophone. MethuenLife 
photos by Barbie Kiberstis 

Alto Sax player Zoe DeForte shows some 
focus.

Not all band members rehearse out on the field! Members of the “Pit” and their large 
instruments spend the majority of their time in the band room. Paulina Encarncion and 
Vinny Miller, with mallets in hand, practice their parts. 

Drum line guys are (from left) Chris Bull, Ryan Therrien and Jackson Page. Visit www.MethuenLife.com
















