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Farmers market opening was buzzing!
There were local residents, folks 

from just across the border and even a 
friend visiting our city from Wisconsin 
who all stopped by the Methuen’s 
farmers market opening last month. 
There were seven tents offering fresh 
fruits, veggies and herbs as well as 
handmade Peruvian jewelry and 
blankets, freebies from Holy Family 
Hospital and even computer access 
thanks to Nevins Library! The market 
will be held each Friday from 10am to 
3pm at 254 Broadway in the lot next 
to the Methuen Federal Credit Union.  
It will run through October and is 
co-hosted by Groundwork Lawrence 
and Holy Family. If you’d like to 
become a vendor (food or crafts), 
contact Rose Gonzalez at (978) 974-
0770 ext. 7001.

Adorable Alexis Espinola, 3, couldn’t resist 
taste-testing the cherries! MethuenLife 
photos by Melissa Fili

Twelfth-generation farmer Justin Chase 
(left) talks about his organic eggs with a 
customer.

Methuen friends Leonor Sanchez (left) 
and Rosa Orellana show off Sanchez’s 
handmade Peruvian jewelry. She also 
makes blankets. 

NEW YEAR TAKES ROOT

After taking the summer off, the Methuen Garden Club returns to meeting monthly starting 
next month. New members are always welcome! Join them the first Wednesday of each 
month in Nevins Library’s Garden Room (where else, right?) at 7pm.
On Sept. 6, members will discuss how their summer gardens performed, and share pictures 
and ideas for next year, best greenhouses, botanical garden trips, garden tours, answer 
questions, and offer tips and helpful hints. Refreshments will be served.
Mark down future meeting dates – Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Feb. 7, March 7, etc. – and watch 
MethuenLife to find out about topics and guest speakers.

By Darrell Halen
MethuenLife Writer

 
   During a recent early evening at Elmwood 

Cemetery, Teri  Karamourtopoulos, a Methuen Garden 
Club member, and Erich Friedrich, an assistant 
scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 51, planted a stretch 
of flowers along the front of a veteran’s headstone.

   Kneeling on the ground and getting their hands 
dirty, Teri guided Erich as they planted a mix of 
geraniums, dusty miller, ageratum and marigolds.

   “That really looks nice,” she said when they 
finished.

   The planting of the flowers was part of an annual 
fund-raising project by the club to beautify Methuen 
and Lawrence-area headstones prior to Memorial Day. 
People purchase flower plantings from the club for the 
headstones and veteran stones of loved ones. This year, 
the club did 115 plantings at eight cemeteries.

   “This is important to a lot of people,” said club 
President Deb Morin, adding that the organization has 
received notes of appreciation, including beautiful 
thank-you cards, from customers. “They’re so grateful. 
Some say they hope members don’t stop doing this.”

   The adult gardeners were assisted by several 

members of Boy Scout Troop 51, who volunteered for 
the community service project. The Scouts carry bags 
of mulch and water buckets as part of their work.

   “They’re a big help,” Morin said.
   The plantings is one of several club projects 

performed by a group of Methuen-area residents who 
enjoy spending time together, are passionate about 
gardening and improving their skills, and community 
beautification. 

   “It’s a very nice bunch of (people),” said member 
Ann Gross. “We get along well together. We enjoy each 
other’s company.”

   The mission of the group, according to their 
website, is to promote and encourage interest in 
gardening, the study of horticulture, the beautification 
of the town, and to raise awareness of all citizens of any 
age to the joys and rewards of gardening.

   “Life is good when you garden with friends,” the 
club proclaims on the website.

   Proceeds from the sale of the plantings are used 
to run the club for a year, fund 10 $50 prizes to local 
teachers for garden-related lessons to students, purchase 

Garden Club: Where flowers, friendships bloom

Erich Friedrich, assistant scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 51, 
helps Garden Club member Teri Karamourtopoulos plant flowers 
at a veteran's grave site at Elmwood Cemetery. 
           Photos by Darrell Halen

See GARDEN, Page 29
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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
If you can’t find an available home in 

East Methuen, you’re not searching too 
hard. In fact, it’s difficult not to find new 
digs over that-a-way.

The recent building boom is seeing a 
spike in upscale homes going up on the 
far eastern edge of Methuen, not far from 
Haverhill. Prices are in the $500,000 to 
600,000 range.

Here’s what’s in the works:
• Graceland Park: nine new homes and 

the blue ranch at 494 Howe St., which will 
be sold at affordable-housing rate.

• Regency at Emerald Pines: 140 up-
scale 55-plus units built by Toll Brothers.

• Meadows in Methuen (proposed): 192 
Toll Brothers-built 55-plus units on the site 
of the former Martin Tree Farm at the top 
of Howe Street

• a pair of new homes across the street 
from Growing Years Learning Center on 
Howe Street.

• Great Oaks: 30 residential homes 
about to be built off North Street.

• Maple Park Reserve: 12 homes built 
on Mariah Drive, an extension of Maple 
Street.

If you’re keeping score, that’s 386 
homes.

All the developments employ cluster 
zoning, where only a portion of the initial 
property purchase is used for the structures; 
the majority remains as open space.

Mark Kiklis is marketing the Graceland 
Park development for Mark Salvo, a 1981 
Methuen High grad and owner of Pinnacle 
Builders. Last December Salvo purchased 
the approximately 20 acres and light blue 
ranch-style home at 494 Howe St. owned 
by the Vaiknoras family.

Land clearing began soon after.
“Three acres is the former trolley rail 

line that ran from the fire station to North 

EAST END BUILDING BOOM

Construction will soon begin on Graceland Park, a 20-acre, 9-home sub-division off Howe 
Street. Pictured are (from left) Pinnacle Builders owner Mark Salvo, site supervisor Danny 
Salvo and Mark Kiklis of Kiklis Real Estate, which markets the development. Photos by 
Steve Whipple

Street in the early 1900s. It was a 10-foot 
wide strip of land a couple miles long that 
went up for auction,” said the owner of 
Kiklis Real Estate. “We’re leaving 75 per-
cent of it as open space. (Development) is 
a concern. People like to see change -- just 
not in their backyards.”

He said Graceland Park -- named after 
that area which contained walking trails 
decades earlier -- would be nine cul de sac 
homes located 600 feet off Howe Street. 
The Vaiknoras home would be renovated 
and sold as affordable housing in the low 
$200,000s.

The four-bedroom, 2,800-sqare-foot 
homes will come in three styles -- center 
entrance colonial; front-to-back with the 

garage up front; and angled. Prices are 
$599,900.

Enterprise Bank financed construction 
on the first two homes begins at the end of 
August; they will be habitable by late fall.

“The location is an A-plus spot here in 
east Methuen,” said Kiklis. “This is a great 
part of town set back from the road. And all 
the homes are custom made for each lot.”

A half-mile away, all is quiet on the 120 
acres Toll Bros. purchased from Central 
Catholic High School and a pair of abutters. 
For now.

“The first public hearing on the special 
permit application to build 192 active-adult 
units is Aug. 9 at 7pm at City Hall,” 
said Community Development Di-

rector Bill Buckley. The area was recently 
rezoned from rural residential to multi-fam-
ily to accommodate the 192 55-plus at-
tached townhouses constructed as duplexes 
and triplexes.

Issues presented by the builders will 
include location of the structures, traffic, 
road layout, wetlands, drainage and water/
sewer plans.

“The hearing will probably be contin-
ued. If approved, they could begin con-
struction this fall. They’re anxious to move 
forward,” said Buckley, adding that more 
than 80 of the 120 acres will remain as 
open space.

If you head back toward the Loop and 
turn left onto Maple Street, you will see a 
greatly different landscape than when the 
Musumarra family owned the farmhouse 
and its 26 acres at the end of the street.

The road becomes Mariah Drive -- 
home to Maple Park Reserve. Two partners 
from Billerica purchased the property and 
converted mostly fields into eight cul-
de-sac homes to the right and three more 
homes to the left.

“They had 26 acres. They took 6 acres 
to build on and saved 20 acres for open 
space,” said Ryan Schruender of Schru-
ender Real Estate. “The town (officials) 
were very happy with that part of town 
having more trees.”

By the end of July, six of the closely 
spaced homes will be occupied. Two more 
spec homes are going up. 

“The reason they are so close together is 
because 22 acres is conservation land,” said 
Buckley. “Almost all of the projects now 
are preserving land. It’s a win-win: Devel-
opers build fewer roads to reduce costs and 
the city gets more land preserved.”

At Maple Park reserve, the smallest 
house - 2,600 square feet - is $569,900, 

The first hearing on Toll Brothers’ proposed 192 townhouses on the site of the former 
Martin Tree Farm is Aug. 9 at 7pm at City Hall.

See BOOM, Page 29

This image shows one of the three styles of homes to be built at Graceland Park. The four-
bedroom, 2,800-square-foot homes will list for $599,900.
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Four Methuen dancers were among a 
local troupe that won a national competition 
in Las Vegas last month.

The team from Nancy Chippendale’s 
Dance Studios had been practicing their 
“Gimme Some Rhythm” tap routine since 

September. Together with 36 of their 
teammates, they won various competitions 
throughout New England. They flew across 
the country, many of them for the first 
time, to Starpower Talent Competition's 

Nationals, held at Bally’s in Las Vegas, 
where they won first place against some of 
the best dancers in the country. The team 
competed in the advanced category and 
competed against all dance styles.

The Methuen dancers were Caitlyn Nims 
, 12; Leighla Gaudet, 13; Gianna Zanni, 11; 
and Mya Daloia, 11.

Boom, continued from 28

Caitlyn Nims, 12, strikes an adorable pose 
during competition.

DANCERS WIN NATIONAL TITLE IN VEGAS!

The 2017 Starpower National Championship team includes four Methuen girls. Courtesy photos

while  the majority of the homes are be-
tween 2,800 and 3,000 square feet and are 
priced at $580,000 to $600,000.

“You don’t hear a peep back here,” said 
Schruender. “And there are no covenants 
or age restrictions.”

Over on North Street, Kevin O’Brien 

of O’Brien Builders has the road in place 
and the foundations about to start in Great 
Oaks. The fully approved development will 
see 30 single-family homes go up.

Buckley said those homes also will be in 
the price range of $500,000 and $600,000.

By the end of July, six of the 11 homes in the Maple Park Reserve development will be 
occupied. About 20 acres of the parcel are designated as open space.

needed products to maintain the perennial 
garden at City Hall, hire guest speakers and 
fund other smaller projects. Speakers have 
discussed a variety of topics, including 
raising mushrooms, growing carnivorous 
plants, using solar panels, pruning bushes, 
raising chickens, and birds and birdhouses.

   “It’s interesting,” said member Deidre 
Daigle, who arranges the speaker visits. 
“The people I meet are very nice. The 
speakers are interesting to listen to. I learn 
about different things.”

   In addition, club members have 
enjoyed hands-on workshops, including 
one on flower arranging.

   Membership in the club, which 
was founded 15 years ago, is open to 
the residents of Methuen and neighboring 
communities. New members are always 
welcome.

   “We welcome anyone to come to our 
club meetings,” Gross said, “and to come 
back again and again.”

   The club, which currently has 25 

active members, meets in the Garden 
Room of Nevins Memorial Library the 
first Wednesday of each month except in 
December, January, June, July and August. 
The group enjoys a private Christmas party 
with a Yankee Swap in December and a 
private party with a plant swap in June. 

   Members say participating in the club 
is a good way to meet people and become 
better gardeners.    Several said that thanks 
to participating in the club, they have nicer 
gardens at home.

   “We all share tips and pointers,” said 
member Linda Yuele.

   Club members have also helped start 
gardens for organizations at several sites, 
including the Methuen Memorial Music 
Hall, in their community. They establish 
the gardens for owners at their request, then 
turn them over to the owners to maintain.

   For info on the club, visit 
methuengardenclub.org or check out their 
Facebook page.

Garden, continued from 24

We're online. Visit www.MethuenLife.com
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The Methuen Police Department pro-
moted seven of its officers last month 
during a swearing-in ceremony at Sanborn 
Hall attended by officers’ family, friends, 
co-workers and city officials.

“I would like to sincerely congratulate all 
of the Methuen police officers who received 
promotions this week,” Mayor Steve Zanni 
said. “All seven of these officers should be 
incredibly proud of their achievements serv-
ing and protecting the City of Methuen.”

“These officers have demonstrated the 
highest values of law enforcement and I 
believe that each of them will be extremely 
successful in their new roles,” Chief Joe 
Solomon said. “Congratulations to all seven 
officers on moving up in the ranks.”

Joseph L. Rynne Jr. of Methuen was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant. He is a 
14-year veteran of the department and has 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell.

Daniel O’Connell of Methuen was pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant. He has been 
with the department for 11 years. O’Connell 
was appointed as a reserve officer in 2005 
and a full-time officer in 2006 before attend-
ing the Lowell Police Academy. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from 
the University of Massachusetts Lowell.

Eric Deleon of Methuen was promoted 
to the rank of sergeant. He has been with the 
department for 17 years. After graduating 
from Methuen High School in 1996, Deleon 
served in the U.S. Army for three years. He 
has a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice 

from Hesser College.
Joseph Aiello was promoted to the rank 

of lieutenant. He has been with the Methuen 
Police Department for 23 years and holds a 
master’s degree in criminal justice from the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell. Aiello 
served as a U.S. Navy Seabee and obtained 
the rank of petty officer third class.

Ron Valliere was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant. He has been with the department 
for 25 years. During that time, Valliere has 
been assigned to several divisions including 
the Patrol Division, Community Policing 
Unit, Criminal Investigations Bureau, Drug 
and Gang Unit, and the FBI’s Joint Terror-
ism Task Force.

James Jajuga Jr. was promoted to the 
rank of captain. He has been with the depart-
ment for 17 years. Over the course of his 
career, Jajuga has served as the Patrol Divi-
sion shift supervisor and commander, and 
has overseen narcotics, gangs, homeland 
security, community policing, the Burglary 
Task Force and the Detective Division. Jaju-
ga holds a bachelor’s degree from Franklin 
Pierce University and a juris doctorate from 
the Massachusetts School of Law.

Kevin Mahoney was promoted to the 
rank of captain. He has been with the 
Methuen Police Department for 27 years 
and represents the department as a board 
member of the Holy Family Hospital Com-
munity Benefits Board as well as the Mer-
rimack Valley Prevention and Substance 
Abuse Project. Mahoney has a degree from 
Northern Essex Community College.

7 police officers promoted

Police Chief Joseph Solomon (center) proudly presents the seven officers 
who earned promotions last month. They are (top, from left) Sgt. Eric Dele-
on, Sgt. Daniel O’Connell and Sgt. Joseph L. Rynne Jr.; (bottom, from left) 
Lt. Joseph Aiello, Capt. James Jajuga Jr., Capt. Kevin Mahoney and Lt. Ron 
Valliere. Courtesy photo

2 new officers join Methuen police force
The Methuen Police Department has two 

new officers.
Officer Joshua Waller and Officer Patrick 

Fleming graduated last month from the 
Northern Essex Community College Police 
Academy and were sworn in that day. Forty-
six cadets, affiliated with various area police 
departments, attended the intense 26-week 
training.

During the graduation ceremony, Waller 

received the “Top Gun” firearms award for 
having the highest marksmanship score in 
his platoon. He was hired by Methuen police 
as an intermittent officer in 2006 and began 
as a reserve officer in June 2015. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from 
Mount Washington College. He is married 
and has four children.

Fleming has served as a reserve officer 
with the Methuen Police Department since 

June 2015 and holds an associate’s degree in 
criminal justice from Middlesex Community 
College. He has also worked for the Methuen 
School Department since 2013.

Fleming and Waller each come 
from long lines of police officers. 
Officer Fleming’s dad, Walter, is a 25-year 
veteran of the MPD and his grandfather, 
Walter E Fleming Sr., retired from the 
department after 32 years.

Officer Waller’s brother Griffin is a 
reserve officer with the MPD, his cousin 
Brandon Gentz is an officer with the New 
York Police Department and his uncle 
Arthur Waller is a retired Lawrence Police 
Department detective.

Both Waller and Fleming have begun an 
intensive 17-week field training program 
and will be assigned to a full-time shift in 
November.

Officer Walter Fleming proudly pins son, Pat-
rick’s badge during graduation. 
        MethuenLife photos by Nancy Reardon

Officer Joshua Waller is shown with proud wife 
Deena, during the badge-pinning ceremony.

Officers Waller and Fleming are shown with Methuen Police 
Department Academy Instructor Officer Nicholas Dore.

Lynn Vidler ginger-
ly pins husband Dan 
O’Connell with his 
new sergeant’s badge. 
MethuenLife photo by 
Nancy Reardon
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Teen’s design to greet 
900 music teachers

Police Chief Joseph Solomon graduat-
ed from the Police Executive Research 
Forum’s Senior Management Institute for 
Police (SMIP). A graduation ceremony was 
held at Boston University on June 22. 
  Developed by the Police Executive 
Research Forum, the SMIP is a nation-
al curriculum for senior law enforcement 
executives designed to provide attendees 
with an understanding of general man-
agement theory, policy development, plan-
ning processes and organizational behavior. 
  During the 18-day course, participants 
learned about leadership and execu-
tive development from faculty from the 
nation’s top universities and other suc-
cessful law enforcement chief executives. 
  “I commend Chief Solomon for commit-
ting to this extensive managerial course 
and for his continued dedication to our 
police department,” Mayor Steve Zanni 
said. “Chief Solomon continues to go above 
and beyond to serve the community and 
the city of Methuen to the best of his 
ability, and his SMIP certification is just 
another example of exemplary leadership.” 
  The curriculum addressed current issues 
that law enforcement leaders face in real 
time, and covered topics such as diver-
sity, political management, organizational 
strategy, performance management, orga-
nizational change, leadership, managerial 
problem-solving, career planning, negotia-
tion, process analysis, media relations, and 
new policing strategies and innovations. 
  SMIP classes are held at Boston Uni-
versity, where participants live and learn 
in the university’s classrooms and resi-
dence halls for the duration of the pro-

gram. The course is designed as more 
of a conceptual curriculum, rather than 
technical, and involves readings and class 
discussions to stimulate critical thinking 
and problem-solving. Participants also share 
individual management experiences and 
exchange ideas during group discussions. 
  “Graduating from the Senior Management 
Institute for Police was an invaluable expe-
rience,” Chief Solomon said. “I’m leaving 
the course with additional knowledge in the 
areas of leadership and effective manage-
ment, which are both vital skills needed to 
keep our community safe.”

Chief Joe Solomon

Chief Solomon graduates 
from Management 
Institute for Police

Mayor Ste-
phen N. Zanni 
donated $3,000 
to Dana-Far-
ber Community 
Cancer Care in 
Methuen, locat-
ed at Holy Fam-
ily Hospital. The 
proceeds donat-
ed were from the 
mayor’s annual 
St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner and Com-
edy event last 
March. “It is such 
a wonderful thing 
when an enjoyable event also helps improve the quality of life in our city 
and for our citizens,” says Zanni. “I truly appreciate the work that Dana-Far-
ber does in helping to fight cancer. Unfortunately, this disease has touched 
the lives of so many people. I am proud to be able to make this donation 
to Dana-Farber Community Cancer Care in Methuen.” Zanni is shown with 
Josephine Parrino of Dana-Farber Community Cancer Care. Courtesy photo

ST. PAT’S FUN RAISES $3,000 FOR DANA-FARBER

Not everybody’s a morning person.
But for Methuen native Kendra Petrone, 

hitting the Boston area’s air waves early 
in the a.m. and putting terrific radio 
programming on MAGIC 106.7 recently 
earned her the 2017 Gracie Allen Award, a 
national award for local radio. “Exceptional 
Women,” a Sunday morning show she 
produces, was recognized in the Soft 
News Feature category by the Alliance 
for Women in Media during a luncheon in 
New York City.

Petrone was born and raised in Methuen, 
graduating from Methuen High in 2000. 
She started her media career right out 
of college, with WBZ-TV working as a 
promotions coordinator then moving up to 
a news production assistant.

Petrone became a fun-loving sideline 
personality with KISS 108’s “Matty in 
the Morning” listeners. While she served 
as executive producer of the show for a 
decade, Matty often engaged her in their 
morning banter.  

At MAGIC, her producing duties have 
continued with “Exceptional Women,” 
hosted by Newburyport native Sue Tabb. 
The show has featured nearly 600 terrific 
females – from Leslie Stahl of “60 Minutes” 
and actress Drew Barrymore to Rye, N.H., 
resident Nancy Van Sciver who started 
the non-profit Education For All Children, 
which provides high school educations to 
vulnerable children in Kenya, and Juliette 
Kayyem, national security analyst for 
CNN.

“ … we always interview women (both 
national celebrities as well as local) who have 
done incredible things in their community 
that make them EXCEPTIONAL,” Petrone 

MAGIC’s Petrone wins national 
award for radio show

said about her show.
The show has also earned the Gabriel 

Award from the Catholic Academy of 
Broadcasters and the Massachusetts 
Broadcasters Association “Sound Bite” 
Award.

Television icon Jane Pauley (left) 
was one of several TV personalities 
that Methuen native Kendra Petrone, 
of MAGIC 106.7, met upon receiving 
her national award at the Alliance for 
Women in Media luncheon. Courtesy 
photo

The Methuen Historical Society is 
excited to announce the grand opening 
of the Methuen Museum of History the 
weekend of Sept. 15, 16 and 17 at the 
Tenney Gate House, 37 Pleasant St.

The project, featured in January’s 
MethuenLife, includes a remodeling and 
renovation of the Tenney Gate House -- 
home of the Methuen Historical Society.

  "Not too many communities can claim 
that three multi-millionaires came to spend 
their summers and that the public wound up 
benefitting from their largesse. As part of 
our mission of education and advocacy, I'd 
like to see people get a better understanding 
of their contributions and historical 
significance instead of the architectural 
gifts they left behind," Methuen Historical 
Society President Denis Webster-Greene 
told MethuenLife.

The festivities will begin Friday evening 
with the Methuen Historical Society hosting 
Opening Night at the Museum. The cocktail 

party will begin at 7pm and provide history 
lovers with an opportunity to get a first 
look at the beautiful new exhibits and have 
an informational packed guided tour. Tickets 
are $50 per person and are available by 
calling (978) 683-2252. A limited number 
of tickets are available and will be sold on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.

The celebration continues Saturday 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10am 
and guided tours will be available until 
4pm. Tours will also be offered on Sunday 
from 1 to 4pm. All are welcome and there is 
no charge for the tours.

The remodeling, which cost about 
$40,000, is being paid for by the Methuen 
Historical Society and a grant from the 
Edwin Castle Fund. The Methuen Festival 
of Trees has also contributed. There are no 
city funds involved.

Visit MethuenHistoricalSociety.org for 
additional information.

Methuen Museum of History 
opening at Gate House!
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SCHOOL BRIEFS
Back to  
school!

Soak up summer while you can! It’s almost 
time to head back to school …
Methuen Public Schools’ first- through 
twelfth-graders return Tuesday, Aug. 29 for 
a full day of class. Wednesday, Aug. 30 is a 
full day, while Thursday, Aug. 31 is a half-
day. There is no school Friday, Sept. 1.

Methuen Public Schools’ 
preschoolers and kindergartners 
have their first day Tuesday, Sept. 5. 
  St. Monica’s School heads back to the 
classroom Aug. 29, with half days that 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

At Presentation of Mary Academy, 
freshmen head to school Aug. 31 with the 
rest of the student body returning Tuesday, 
Sept. 5.

Greater Lawrence Tech freshmen 
and new students head into their 
classrooms Aug. 31 (half day). The 
rest of the student body returns Sept. 5. 
  Central Catholic students get to sleep 
in the longest. Their first day is Thursday, 
Sept. 7.

K, 1st-grade 
sign-ups

The first day of school is almost here! 
Is your soon-to-be kindergartner or first-
grader registered for school? The Methuen 
Public Schools Family Resource Center, 
located at 10 Ditson Place, continues to 
register those students by appointment only.

Remaining dates for kindergarten 

and first-grade registration are: 
Aug. 8, 8am to 3pm.

Aug. 9, noon to 7pm.
Aug. 15, 8am to 3pm.
Aug. 16, noon to 7pm.
Aug. 22, 8am to 3pm.
Aug. 23, noon to 7pm.
Aug. 24, 8am to 3pm.
For additional information contact 

Christine Castle at (978) 722-6000 ext. 
1160 or cecastle@methuen.k12.,ma.us.

ElHelou earns 
MVCU scholarship

Merrimack Valley Credit Union (MVCU) 
awarded $9,000 to six graduating seniors.  
Each of the recipients was surprised with 
the $1,500 award at their respective high 
school’s senior scholarship event.  A 
scholarship recipient was selected from 
the public high school associated with each 
town in which MVCU has a branch.  

John ElHelou is a graduate of Methuen 
High School and will be attending the 
University of Massachusetts in Lowell.  
He will be pursuing a degree in General 
Mathematics, with a concentration in 
Actuarial Mathematics.

Each applicant submitted their high 
school transcript, a list of extracurricular 
activities and a brief essay about a challenge 
that they have overcome.  A recipient from 
each school was selected from among their 
peers, not only for their dedication to their 
education, but also their commitment to 
their schools and communities.  

TOMORROW’S LEADERS!

American Legion Post 122, the Methuen Exchange Club and Lawrence Vietnam Memorial 
Road Race sponsored four Methuen teens to attend the Boys State program in June. This is 
an annual week-long leadership program held at Stonehill College that teaches the work-
ings of local and state government. The teens attend classes in government, economics and 
law; attend assemblies led by inspirational guest speakers; and compete in recreational 
activities. High school History Department teachers recommend the boys who attend each 
year. Shown are Post 122 Commander John Dowd; attendees Sam DeLap, Travis Manick 
and Sam Bolduc, all of Methuen High; and Ed “Hoppy” Curran of the Lawrence Vietnam 
Memorial. Missing from photo is attendee Matt Phleger of Methuen High. Courtesy photo

A. Imbornone of Methuen was a St. Michael’s teammate at this year’s Jowdy competition. 
Courtesy photo

St. Michael School in North Andover 
earned its third consecutive first-place win 
at Lawrence Public Library's 27th annual 
Jowdy World Knowledge Challenge. The 
Jowdy World Knowledge Challenge, an 
event that challenges middle school students 
on their knowledge of geography, has taken 
place annually since 1990. This year, seven 
schools within the Merrimack Valley came 
together to compete for the 2017 title.  

The Saint Michael School Jowdy team 
included these students from grades 5 to 
8: A. Imbornone of Methuen, E. Wlodyka, 
MK Turk, P. Green and J. Masterson.

The students were selected by taking 
a qualifying exam. In preparing for the 
challenge, the students met regularly with 

their adviser, Cathryn Rich (in-house 
substitute) and studied various categories 
of geography. The categories for the 
competition this year were: Capital Cities 
of Africa; U.S. State Symbols; Lawrence 
Immigrant City Sites; and Flags of Central 
America, South America, and the Caribbean. 

The contest was established by the late 
Edward Jowdy, a Lawrence native. His 
widow, Theresa Jowdy of Glendale, Calif., 
continues to support the event in memory of 
her husband.  The Jowdy World Knowledge 
Challenge is a tradition in the community, 
encouraging children and schools to 
discover exciting new ways to learn the 
geography of home and abroad.

St. Michael’s takes first at 
Jowdy World Knowledge Challenge

MethuenLife Advertising works!
For rates, call  Sarah Lane, (603) 401-5490
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Dining Out, continued from page 50

Fireside offers daily dinner specials. For 
example, last month featured Meat Loaf 
Dinner on Monday, Hot Turkey Dinner on 
Tuesday, BBQ Ribs on Wednesday, Pot Pies 
on Thursday, Fish and Chips on Friday and 
Prime Rib Dinner on Saturday and Sunday. 
We visited on a Wednesday night and JB 
ordered the ribs, double rack. Very tasty 
and the meat was tender! Maria managed 
to try one rib. The entrées are served with 

your choice of two sides. The entrée menu 
is simple, yet exactly what a customer 
wants when visiting a local pub. Haddock 
and Steak Tip Combo ($21.99) was Maria’s 
choice. It was a great way to try the house 
specialty steak tips and, of course, Maria had 
to have her fish! Broccoli and baked pota-
to were the perfect accompaniments. The 
menu also features extensive fish choices: 
baked or fried shrimp, baked or broiled had-

Your belly wants you to dip into a bowl of Fireside’s homemade chili! 

The French Onion Soup is a cheesy delight.

dock, sea scallops, salmon or swordfish. 
If you are not a meat-and-potatoes kind 
of person, Fireside offers several different 
pasta dishes as well including Primave-
ra, Lobster Ravioli, Scampi and Alfredo. 
  Fireside also understands their loyal fol-
lowing cannot always come into the restau-
rant for their favorite food. Family meals 
to go are offered with a two-hour advanced 
notice call to the restaurant. Family meals 
serve four to five people and are $26.99. 

Chicken Parmesan with Ziti or Linguini or 
Chicken Broccoli and Ziti are on the list! 
  Fireside has an informative website and 
Facebook page, so check them out: www.
firesidemethuen.com.

Methuen residents Maria and Jonathan 
Bonanno share a passion for food and 
wine, and they dine throughout the region 
several times a month. They welcome feed-
back and restaurant suggestions at bonan-
no325@yahoo.com.














