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A DAY FOR TRUE CHAMPIONS!
Speed demon Angel Salgado crushed the
25-yard dash.
The agile Jada Rodriguez demonstrated
the proper way to throw down a basketball
dunk.
And Brandon Correa flaunted perfect
technique when it came to flying over the
hurdles.
About 70 special-needs athletes from
Methuen Public Schools gave their all at
last month’s Fun Field Day at Nicholson
Stadium. The annual event, organized by
Matt Howshan who teaches social studies
for Methuen High’s Horizons program, this
year grew to include middle schoolers as
well as high schoolers.
“It’s more formal this year with the
inclusion of fifth- to eighth-graders,” noted
Director of Student Services Gina Bozek.
“We’ve got modified and adapted field
events, an opening ceremony, and high
school Peer Leaders will be on hand to
assist us and cheer on the kids.”
And there was LOTS to cheer about!
School teams entered Nicholson Stadium
through a walkway of high schoolers who
were applauding and shouting words of

encouragement. Athletes, accompanied by
teachers and aides, headed off to rotating
stations including the 25-yard dash,
shotput, the broad jump, hurdles, bowling,
corn hole and others. The athletes, too,
encouraged their peers and regularly highfived and hugged upon completing each
event. At the day’s end each athlete’s name
was announced and they came forward to
receive a medal, courtesy of Howshan who
also gave each participant a handshake, fist
bump, pat on the back or big smile.
“We had a great day. This was awesome!”
said Tenney athlete Neilson Crimmins,
while proudly posing for a photo with some
of his teammates.
A special thank-you went out to Napoli
Pizza of Lawrence, which provided
lunch to all of the athletes, and North
Reading Transportation which donated two
wheelchair vans to shuttle students to the
event site. Every athlete wore a 2017
Field Day T-shirt, courtesy of Methuen
SEPAC (Special Education Parent Advisory
Council).
~ Melissa Fili
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MORE PHOTOS!
Check out more terrific photos from
the Fun Field Day on MethuenLife’s
Facebook page!

Intensity mounts as runners await the word, “GO!” for the 25-yard dash.
				
MethuenLife photos by Melissa Fili

Athlete Nabeeha AlHussani dances with
the varsity cheerleaders.

Brandon Correa nimbly flies through the
air while jumping hurdles.

CGS’ Jose Alex Luis Ciriaco, assisted by PA Gail Gregg, enters Nicholson Stadium to the
rousing applause of MHS students including Sam DeLap and Zach Batal.

Tenney athletes (from left) Joseph Moreau, Kervin Pierre Louis, Neilson Crimmins and Kyra
DiNicola celebrate the day!

Maxuel Mojica gets tremendous distance in
the long jump.

CGS’ Anthony Cardone has all the moves at
the Hula-Hoop station.
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$CHOLAR$HIP$
FIRE DEPT. SCHOLARS

FESTIVAL OF TREES SCHOLARS

The Methuen Fire Department gave out four college scholarships during its annual
Firefighters Memorial Breakfast. This year’s winners are Quinn Donovan who will attend
Husson University in Bangor, Maine; Emily Giammasi, who will attend Salem State
University; Bridget McCarthy, UMass Lowell; and Leah Trachtenberg, Brandeis University.
Here, Bridget McCarthy and Quinn Donovan are all smiles as they show their scholarships,
accompanied by Fire Chief Tim Sheehy, Firefighter Greg McCorry and Union President
Franny Barry. MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

GREEN THINKING EARNS
TOP STUDENT HONOR

The Methuen Festival of Trees gave out four scholarships to college-bound 2017 Methuen
High grads. Winners are (from left) Nika Nguyen, Anyely Felix Nova, Briannah Wheeler and
(back) Matthew Karpowicz. MethuenLife photo by Nancy Reardon

AIGMV scholar
The Toxics Use Reduction
Institute at the University
of Massachusetts Lowell
honored those who show
a commitment to stop
the use of toxins. Abigail
Giarrosso of Methuen
was presented with
the National Pollution
Prevention Roundtable’s
Most Valuable Student
of the Year award
during a reception at
the Statehouse. She is a
chemistry major at UMass
and a lab assistant in
the TURI lab. She works
alongside her professor
on a study titled “Creating
a Safer Alternative for
Methylene Chloride in Paint Strippers,” which analyzes chemicals and toxins in paint
strippers while developing less toxic solutions. They began by researching chemicals
used in paint strippers and complied 6,500 low-toxicity liquids to then begin testing
various combinations of solvents to be used as more effective alternatives. Abigail is also
a member of the Honors College at UMass Lowell, a chemistry tutor, a member of the
American Chemical Society – UML Chapter, the Disable the Label Club, the Delta Alpha Pi
Honor Society and the Omicron Delta Kappa Leadership Society. Here, Abigail receives a
citation from state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell recognizing her accomplishment. Courtesy
photo

The Methuen-based Art Institute Group of the Merrimack Valley awarded the 2017 AIGMV
Art Scholarship for $1,000 to Chloe Reynolds. Chloe, a Haverhill High School grad, will
attend Mass Art in Boston this fall. Scholarship finalists each presented 3 original artworks
to the Scholarship Committee, who unanimously chose Chloe as this year’s winner.
Courtesy photo
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Sports, continued from 8
“Relieved,” says Keegan. “I was so
stressed when I heard coach Mason was let
go from Virginia Tech. I couldn’t believe
that I needed to start the recruiting process
all over again.
“I felt the whole recruiting process was
very stressful. As a recruit, you research all
the schools, meet the coaches, and tour the
schools. Then, you need to somehow make
this huge decision.
“When I got to Virginia Tech, I knew
right away that these were the coaches who
fit my baseball and academic goals. I was so
disappointed when Coach Mason was fired,
but when Vandy called, I knew this was not
an opportunity I would let go by me.”
Keegan’s parents, Jim and Kara, know
how fortunate their son is, and the hard
work it took to get him to this point. Says
Jim Keegan, “Dom has always had to work
very hard in the classroom. He puts in a lot
of effort and really cares. Baseball always
seemed to come natural to him, but he has
a good work ethic and spends almost all of
his summer on a baseball field.
“Vanderbilt was very generous with
their offer. Dom fully understands and
appreciates the opportunity he has been
given to play at one of the top baseball
schools in the country and receive a fantastic
education that very few people are offered.”
Dom Keegan is well-aware of
Vanderbilt’s tradition and expectation. He
is already focused on improvement: “I think
the strength of my game is my offense.
Over the next year, I plan to work hard on
my defense. When I get to Vandy, I know
my work ethic will be what gets me in the
lineup.”
Family has played a key role in Keegan’s
success: “They have meant everything to
me. My parents and my younger brother,

James, have made so many sacrifices.
“My grandparents have also been a
huge support. My Papa died last year. He
attended every game he could no matter
where I played. My grandmother is still by
my side at every game and I appreciate her
support.”
Jim Keegan understood the responsibility
of family in the recruiting process. He
relates, “Our role was to make sure Dom
was surrounded by people who had his best
interest at heart. One of us was always with
Dom when he met with a coach or visited
a school.
“The hardest part was sitting with him
after the visit and processing the impact
of the cost, the level of academic support
coupled with how he fit into their baseball
program. We were fortunate to have Dom’s
AAU coaches Steve Lomasney and Dave
Bettencourt help us through the process.
They gave great advice and helped facilitate
communication with schools.”
Dom Keegan has gained wisdom from
Lomasney and Bettencourt, as well as
CCHS coach Marc Pelletier. He states,
“Coach Lomasney and Coach Bettencourt
are always there offering to help me, and
Coach Pelletier keeps me grounded and has
given me a lot of opportunities to excel at
Central Catholic.”
Keegan’s summer will be spent
playing ball for The Show Baseball Team,
competing in the Perfect Game WWBA
Tournament in Georgia, and traveling with
the Area Code New England Team. He also
plays basketball at Central and his looking
forward to his senior season.
His future goals for college are
clear: “I want to lead Vanderbilt to a
National Championship. I would love to
earn my degree and get drafted. Vandy
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is academically one of the best schools
in the country and plays baseball in the
Southeastern Conference, one of the
toughest in the country. I can’t wait to be
a part of it.”

Ranger Report

Many changes have taken place in Matt
Curran’s first year as Methuen High School
athletic director. We spoke with the former
Ranger student-athlete about his first 12
months at the helm, beginning with an
assessment of the job itself.
Says Curran, “Being back at the school
that gave me so much has been such a great
experience. The days and nights can be
long, but they fly by. I have great support
from my family (girlfriend Lisa Lannon,
parents Hoppy and Ellen, brother Pat).
They help with my daughter Calleigh.”
Curran reflects on some of the new head
coaches he has hired: “Colleen Shannon
was hired to lead our girls track program.
She ran at Penn State, and we are already
seeing immediate gains in the performance
of our girls. She has a strong work ethic and
shares the same goals and vision for our
student-athletes.”
Baseball and hockey head coach Bill
Blackwell has rejuvenated both programs,
winning Coach of the Year honors in two
sports. Says Curran, “Bill’s connection to
the youth, his players, and our families was
amazing to see. He created a middle school
hockey team and enhanced the culture of
Methuen High School hockey.
“In baseball, he led our team to the
most wins in 20-plus years. We won many
close games and we were on the doorstep of
being selected for the Super 8 Tournament.”
Curran believes that the Ranger
program is on a sharp upswing. He relates,
“Our coaches share the same vision as I do
with our program: connect with the youth,
be active in community service, and build

competitive programs made up of high
quality student-athletes.
“The accolades we received off the field
are what impress me. We had an MIAA
Student of the Month (Sarah Dockham), an
MIAA Team Sportsmanship Winner (Boys
Tennis), MIAA NFHS Coach of the Year
(Roger Fuller), Scholar Athlete recognition
(Sarah Dockham, Connor Dickson, Jacob
Greer), and MIAA Educational Excellence
Award (Boys Hockey, Mae Swiniarski,
Eddie Guzman).”
One of Curran’s key goals was to raise
the profile of sports at MHS as well as
the attention given to Methuen athletes.
He has fostered a cooperative relationship
with the press and embraced the web
at
methuenhighschool.rschoolteams.
com and social media with the Ranger
Nation Facebook page and Twitter @
methuensports.
Says Curran, “This allows us to promote
our athletes and connect with alumni, future
Rangers, parents, and families. For me, this
is the fun part, promoting a kid who has had
some success and letting the community
know about it.”

Blitz Bits

Congratulations to junior Mikas
Kulbis-Marino and sophomores Alex
Graves and David Gill, all from Methuen,
for terrific efforts in leading the Lowell
Catholic baseball team to the Division 4
North Championship. The team made it
all the way to the State Semifinals before
falling to Archbishop Williams. Kudos on a
spectacular season.
John Molori is an author, columnist,
and a 2011 inductee into the Methuen
Athletic Hall of Fame. Facebook: John
Molori, Twitter @MoloriMedia. Email
molorimedia@gmail.com.

CGS girls, Tenney boys are interschool b-ball champs!

The third annual Methuen grammar schools’ Interschool Basketball League was another winner! Great job by all of the seventh- and eighth-grade players and a special shout-out to the
teachers who volunteered to coach. For the third consecutive year, the CGS girls took the championship: Players Rosmairy Ferreras, Sam Chase, Emily Giles, Annabella Keaney, Gabriela
Fiato, Natalia Fiato, Avery Roberge, Emma LeBelle, Kelsey Perez, Ashtyn Sipsey and Cecelia Shannon were coached by Alison Pappas. For the first time, the Tenney boys took the crown:
Players Onyera Chibuogwu, Aiden Beers, Jaleek Urena, Jeremy Herrera, Emil Rijos, Anthony Alves, Leroy Bonn, Corey Perez, Nomar Tejada and Jeffrey Kamba were coached by John
Sughrue. How about the Marsh, where BOTH the boys and girls teams made it to the finals? Nice work! Courtesy photos
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Leader in respiratory care honored at NECC graduation
Methuen native Jason Moury was
named this year’s recipient of Northern
Essex Community College’s Outstanding
Alumni Award at the college’s 55th annual
Commencement Exercises on May 20.
Selected by the NECC Alumni Association,
the Outstanding Alumni Award recognizes
an NECC graduate who has achieved careerrelated success, is active in the community
and/or has exemplified active support for
the college’s efforts.
Moury graduated from the respiratory
care program in 2006, and he quickly began
making waves in the field after taking
his first job as a respiratory therapist at
Martin A. Akiki, Associate in Science Criminal
Justice and Certificate in Law Enforcement
Aikis E. Alcantara, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts:
Biology with Honors
Jerelin C. Almanzar, Associate in Science Early
Childhood Education
Wendy Almanzar, Certificate in Computer Aided
Drafting
Riccardo Amenta, Certificate in Computer
Applications with Honors, Associate in Science
Computer Information Sciences: Applications
Option with Honors, Associate in Science
Computer Information Sciences: Information
Technology with Honors, Associate in Arts
General Studies with Honors and Certificate in
Information Technology Fluency with Honors
Jennifer L. Andino, Associate in Science Nursing
with High Honors
Bedir Y. Aygun, Associate in Science Computer
Information Sciences: Transfer Option with High
Honors
Angel L. Baez, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts:
Middle/High School Teaching Option
Brianne M. Baker, Associate in Science
Paralegal Career with High Honors
Erin E. Baker, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts with
High Honors
Kenya J. Bautista De Morales, Certificate in
Medical Assistant with High Honors
Nicole E. Bedrosian, Associate in Science Early
Childhood Education with Honors
Julia M. Bellino, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts
with Honors
Kayla M. Bernardini, Associate in Science
Criminal Justice and Certificate in Law
Enforcement
Meagan M. Bono, Associate in Science
Business Transfer with High Honors
Theresa M. Boucher, Associate in Science
Business Management: Healthcare Practice
with High Honors
Michael J. Bowler, Associate in Science Criminal
Justice with Honors and Certificate in Law
Enforcement with Honors
Andrea M. Broomes, Certificate in Dental
Assisting with High Honors
Katherine E. Brownsberger, Associate in
Science Nursing with High Honors
Clairette Cadet, Certificate in Healthcare
Technician
Karina Calderon, Associate in Science Business
Transfer with High Honors
Jonathan Calixto, Associate in Science Early
Childhood Education
Danielle N. Callina, Associate in Science
Accounting with Honors
Salvatore A. Calvagno, Associate in Science
Computer Information Sciences: Information
Technology with Honors
Randy T. Camasso, Associate in Science
Engineering Science with High Honors

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in
Boston. Within five years of his graduation,
he became the lead respiratory therapist
at HealthAlliance Hospital in Leominster
and was recruited to serve as an adjunct
lab instructor at NECC. Since then, he’s
become vice president of both the COPD
Foundation in Miami, Fla., and of the
Massachusetts Society for Respiratory Care.
The treatment of COPD (chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease) is a central
part of Moury’s career, and a crucial reason
he was selected for the award. As one of the
leading causes of death in the United States,
largely due to its links with smoking, there

is a large need for research and work related
to its treatment in the country. Among
other things, Moury has coordinated a
nationwide public health campaign called
“DRIVE4COPD,” written in several peerrelated journals and was even appointed to
the Massachusetts Special Commission for
COPD by Gov. Charlie Baker in 2015.
“Moury is the type of person who
inspires us every day through his selfless
devotion to helping others,” said Bill
Klueber, chairperson of the NECC Alumni
Association, who presented Moury with the
award at the ceremony. “As a prominent
leader in the field of respiratory care, he has

Methuen native Jason Moury graduated from NECC’s respiratory care program 11 years
ago but he is already making a difference in the treatment of patients with COPD. That’s
why he received the Outstanding Alumni Award from NECC at the May 20 Commencement.
Courtesy photo

Zachary D. Carleton, Associate in Science
Engineering Science
Moises Carrillo, Associate in Applied Science
Laboratory Science with High Honors
Alexandra M. Chaisson, Certificate in Practical
Nursing with Honors
Alexander P. Clawson, Certificate in Information
Technology Fluency with Honors
Amanda A. Clooney, Associate in Science
Business Transfer
Stefany Contreras, Associate in Science
Business Transfer with Honors
Latisha S. Cordero, Associate in Arts Liberal
Arts: Philosophy
Maireni Cornelio, Certificate in Computer Aided
Drafting
Chantal T. Cornu, Certificate in Healthcare
Technician with Honors
Courtney B. Craig, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts:
Middle/HS Teaching Option with High Honors
Nicole C. Curley, Associate in Science Business
Transfer
Radhi E. D'Auvergne, Associate in Arts Liberal
Arts
Kelli J. Davidson, Associate in Science
Elementary Education with High Honors
Kelli J. Davidson, Associate in Arts Liberal Arts
with High Honors
Claudia M. DeFuria, Certificate in Community
Health Worker with High Honors
Kyle J. Demers, Associate in Science Computer
Information Sciences: Transfer Option with High
Honors
Kyle J. Demers, Certificate in Web Page Design
& Development with High Honors
Deanna E. Desfosses, Associate in Arts General
Studies: Individualized Option

Katelyn E. DeSimone, Certificate in Dental
Assisting with High Honors
Amanda N. DesRoches, Associate in Arts
Liberal Arts: Psychology with Honors
Eilin E. Diaz, Associate in Science Business
Transfer
Luisanna R. Diaz, Certificate in Medical
Assistant with Honors
Rocherly Difo, Certificate in Medical Assistant
with High Honors
Jessica L. DiNicola, Associate in Science
Criminal Justice
Rachel-Morgan, DiStefano, Associate in Arts
Liberal Arts: Psychology with Honors
Kristina M. Donahue, Associate in Science
Radiologic Technology with Honors
Matthew T. Dushame, Associate in Science
Criminal Justice with Honors and Certificate in
Law Enforcement with Honors
Roy R. El-Hachem, Certificate in Practical
Nursing with Honors
Ruth Exilus, Certificate in Medical Office
Assistant
John M. Farnkoff, Associate in Science
Business Transfer
Jonathan T. Feight, Associate in Science
Business Transfer
Sury I. Feliz-Contreras, Associate in Science
Computer Information Sciences: Applications
Option with Honors
Karolyn Fernandez, Associate in Science
Medical Laboratory Technology with Honors
Brianna Fotino, Associate in Science Business
Management with High Honors and Associate
in Science Early Childhood Education with High
Honors
Elizabeth M. Friedrich, Associate in Arts Liberal

demonstrated an unwavering commitment
to bettering the lives of those around him.”
NECC offers an associate degree in
respiratory care which prepares students
for practice at the therapist level, where
they will work closely with physicians
and nurses to diagnose lung and breathing
disorders, and evaluate and treat patients
to help them recover lung function. The
program is accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation for Respiratory Care.
Here are the names of the Methuen
students who earned certificates and
degrees at NECC’s May commencement:
Arts with High Honors
Olga Galitsyn, Associate in Science Nursing
with High Honors
Klinbert A. Garcia, Associate in Science
Business Transfer with High Honors
Jake L. Getchell, Associate in Science Criminal
Justice and Certificate in Law Enforcement
Achilles G. Gikas, Associate in Arts General
Studies
Kristal A. Goggin, Associate in Science
Respiratory Care with High Honors
Jerica S. Gonzalez, Certificate in Medical Billing
with High Honors
Courtney E. Hale, Associate in Science Early
Childhood Education
Katie R. Hamilton, Associate in Science Early
Childhood Education with High Honors
Michael D. Harrison, Associate in Science
Business Transfer with Honors
Jeffrey Henriquez, Associate in Science
Criminal Justice
Dominga A. Houlihan, Associate in Science
Human Services
Alyssa L. Kellerman, Associate in Arts Liberal
Arts with High Honors
Karleen Klier, Associate in Science Medical
Laboratory Technology with High Honors
Zion Ko, Associate in Science Business Transfer
with High Honors
Aaron M. Labrecque, Associate in Arts General
Studies: Movement Science Option
Christian J. Labrecque, Associate in Arts
General Studies: Individualized Option with High
Honors
Andrew T. Le, Associate in Science Computer
Information Sciences: Transfer Option with
Honors
Kathleen A. Leahy, Associate in Science
Respiratory Care with Honors
Christopher E. LeBlanc, Associate in Science
Business Transfer
Natasha M. Lee, Associate in Science
Elementary Education
Melissa A. Lefebvre, Certificate in Healthcare
Technician with High Honors
Demetrio Leonardo, Associate in Arts Liberal
Arts with Honors
Nicholas B. Levesque, Associate in Science
Criminal Justice with Honors and Certificate in
Law Enforcement with Honors
Michael D. Mades, Associate in Science
Business Management
Walid Malik, Associate in Science Engineering
Science
Cindya I. Martinez, Associate in Science
Business Transfer with Honors
Isisflor Martinez, Certificate in Medical Assistant
with High Honors and Certificate in Medical
See NECC, Page 39
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A WINNING WAY WITH WORDS
Methuenites earn kudos in local poetry contests
9th annual NECC PEACE POETRY CONTEST

Three Methuen students received special recognition for their pacifistic poetry at the
9th annual Northern Essex Community College Peace Poetry Contest & Reading Event.
Each year, the contest receives approximately 1,000 submissions. Methuen winners are
Methuen High senior Aubrie Tibert (featured in last month’s MethuenLife) and second-grader Malika Meskine and sixth-grader Sadia Ghani, both of The Islamic Academy
for Peace. The Peace Poetry Contest is organized by NECC English professor Paul SaintAmand, a Vietnam-era veteran who is committed to peace.
I Am Peace
By Sadia Ghani
The Islamic Academy for Peace sixth-grader
I am the green scent of spring when the snow melts, in a quiet meadow;
I am the fragrance of freshly cut harvest grains, shared in a village;
I am the bouquet of perfumed flowers, given to children at graduation;
I am the aroma of spiced tea, shared at the end of the day;
I am Peace.
I am the sweetness of fresh water, scooped from a pristine mountain stream;
I am the tang of fresh persimmons, savored at Eid after long Ramadan;
I am the taste of cold ice cream on a child's lips on a sunny day;
I am the flavor of steaming Biryani rice, served by my mother at dinner;
I am Peace.
I am the smooth surface of a deep blue lake on a summer's day;
I am the hale atmosphere of a Friday morning before prayers;
I am the tickling sensation in the stomach of students before exams;
I am the profound impression, left by my father's footsteps;
I am Peace.
I am the thunderous roar of a summer monsoon, watering the fields of rice;
I am the rejoicing voices of baby chicks, as their mother returns to the nest;
I am the harmony of many accents, as the children of the world join in song;
I am the echo of grandparents' fables, passed down through generations;
I am Peace.
I am the view of the Manipur Kachin rain-forest, stretched out under the wings of a
hawk;
I am the unstained flag of unity, amity and concord of my home country;
I am the endless flow of wisdom, passed from teachers to students;
I am the warm gaze of my brothers and sisters towards all their family;
I am Peace.
I am the love of myriad nature's beings, whose forms are all beautiful;
I am the wellness and balance of a community who helps all its members;
I am the perfect sense of sustainability, keeping the world for generations to come;
I am the tender devotion of all my family to each other forever;
I am Peace.
ALL together for peace
By Malika Meskine
The Islamic Academy for Peace second-grader
Did you ever hear about Peace?
Yes, the one that makes the world a better place
The one that draws a great smile on a person's face
The one that brings
Love, kindness, and justice
In a world with no hurt, no war and no violence
Living together accepting our differences
You can be American, Moroccan, Mexican, or Japanese
You can be Muslims, Christians, Jewish or Buddhists
All matter is what your heart contains
not about your faith, language and race
Now that you got an idea about it means
Let's work all together to make the hate cease
And be All together for peace

NEVINS LIBRARY POETRY CONTEST

Earlier this year, Nevins Library hosted a Poetry Contest and the winners were
announced in April to help celebrate National Poetry Month. The library received 55
poems, based on the theme "Earth, Sea, and Sky," from 45 Methuen poets! The judging
panels were made up of staff librarians. Two of the winning poems are below, and two
others were featured in last month’s MethuenLife.
Love is Peace!
By Samiha Jaffar Ali
The Islamic Academy for Peace
Best Kindergarten to 4th-grade poem
Fishes love water
They never hate

Love is peace
Peace is love
We love Earth
Earth loves us.
Mountains love rivers
They never hate.
Trees love birds
They never hate

Love is peace
Peace is love
We love sky
Sky loves us
Clouds love rain
They never hate
Sun loves plants
They never hate

Love is peace
Peace is love
We love sea
Sea loves us
Ships love waves
They never hate

Love is peace
Peace is love!

The Days of the Earth, Sea, and Sky
By Anna Hadley
Best Adult poem
Yesterday...
Step by step
We were taught
To walk this earth
Some paths were chosen
Others were not
Confusing and confining paths
Of a dense overgrown jungle
Rocky and lonely paths
Of the highest rugged mountain
Long and lonely paths
Of a hot barren desert
Beautiful and colorful paths
Of a lush meadow
We may have stumbled
We may have fallen
But we continued
Step by step
Into today...
Today...
The sea is calling us
The mysterious waters
Of the deep blue sea
The waters are
Soothing to our souls
Washing away our worries
Rhythmically calming
Engulfing our bodies to pure numbness
Our choice
Jumping right in
Or one toe at a time
Swimming for hours
Or sinking at the thought

But we continue wading
Into tomorrow...
Tomorrow...
The sky will guide our days and nights
We will wake to
The sun peeking over the horizon
The sound of dancing raindrops and gray
skies
Magically showering snow crystals
We will finally rest
To the shining stars
The bright moon
The night sky...                                        
A new day begins...
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Girl creates Braille Rubik’s Cube for visually impaired friend
Nine-year-old Alex Rosario of Methuen has long admired his older brother Nick’s ability
to solve the Rubik’s Cube so quickly. Due to his severe visual impairment, however, he
wasn’t able to solve one himself – until his friend at the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence,
11-year-old Grace Hunt, designed one with braille letters on stickers representing the colors
blue, red, yellow, white, orange and green.
“I love it!” said Alex, a third-grader at the Timony Grammar School. “Before, all I did
was play around with it or mix it up. For once in my life, I can solve a Rubik’s Cube now,
and that makes me really happy.”
Grace, a sixth-grader at Timony, said she and Alex hit it off immediately after meeting
at his sister Jenevieve’s birthday party last year. After bonding over their shared love of
animals, nature and playing outdoors, Grace has waited daily for Alex’s van to arrive at
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence so she can direct him inside and help him get settled
in an activity.
“Alex is one of my best friends. He’s very nice, and he never fights with me,” said
Grace, noting that she enjoys the extra time with Alex – and he feels more comfortable
walking in with a friend than different people. “We have a lot of fun together, but we do
our own things, too.”
While Alex has
participated in Bread
Loaf creative writing
workshops and Maker
Camp, Grace practices
with the swim team and
participates in the Girl
Lab! STEM club for
middle school girls. They
also play games together,
and Alex recently began
teaching the Braille
alphabet to Grace.
“I feel very happy
because Grace is always
there for me,” Alex said.
“It’s nice to have such a
good friend.”

Grace created the cube by using Braille stickers.

Timony School friends Alex Rosario and Grace Hunt, who love hanging out at the Lawrence
Boys & Girls Club, have an extra-special bond now that Grace’s creation helps her visually
impaired friend play with a Rubik’s Cube. Courtesy photos

Camp Otter, continued from page 42
surrounded by the natural beauty of the
13-acre camp’s woods. They broke into
teams and tackled various jobs wearing
smiles on their faces and filling the air with
laughter. In addition to painting dozens of
cabins and cleaning the craft room, they
cleared trails, made rock paths and hauled

300 buckets of dirt in order to build a
garden.
“Pitching in to get the camp ready
for the kids is great,” said Borislow, who
attended the Lawrence Y as a kid. “We do
community service days with the whole
company. One of our big ones was putting

Here’s the entire Borislow team that pitched in with the cleanup day. Courtesy photo

up Christmas trees for clients and at nursing
homes. We do a lot of work with the
community and it’s very rewarding.”
So if your kid is one of the hundreds
from the Merrimack Valley hitting the trails
and making memories at Camp Otter this
summer, you can thank – in part – the crew

at Methuen’s Borislow Insurance.

Working some sweeping magic are Health
and Well-being Consultant Britany Larrabee
and receptionist Elyse Turgeon.
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We all love Methuen, but sometimes
you just need to get away for a bit!
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Looking to try a new watering hole?
Hedgehog Park in Salem, N.H., offers
swimming, walking trails, a skate park,
picnic tables, grills and a bathroom facility.
It’s located at 53 Lowell Road (Route 38).
Parking passes are available at the Ingram
Senior Center, 1 Sally Sweet Way. Cost
to non-residents is $50 for a season pass
or $10 for a day pass. Swim at your own
risk on weekdays, while lifeguards are on
duty on weekends. Hours are Monday to
Saturday, 11am to 6:30pm; Sunday, noon to
6:30pm. Info: townofsalem.org.
***
Here’s a treat for your little wannabe
firefighter! Andover is hosting Fire Engine
Day on July 20, 10 to 11:30 am at Central
Park. 1 Whittier St. Kids can explore the
fire trucks, meet firefighters, and enjoy
fun arts and crafts projects. Games and
activities will also be available, and don’t
forget to wear your bathing suit because the
hoses will be turned on!
***
Feeling folksy? The 31st annual
Lowell Folk Festival -- featuring five
stages of traditional music, authentic crafts
demonstrations, ethnic foods, and art and
children’s activities – is July 28 to 30 in
downtown Lowell. Lowellfolkfestival.org.
***
Walkers and bikers looking for some
new scenery can check out the Salem,
NH Bike-Ped Corridor. It’s part of the
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27-mile stretch from Lawrence
to Concord, N.H., that was used
by the Boston & Maine Railroad
line. About 1 mile in Salem is now
paved and the route runs parallel
to busy Route 28. Access it by heading north
on the Methuen Rail Trail or there’s a newly
paved parking lot 200 feet north of Range
Road on the west side of Route 28 in Salem.
This section of trail in Salem is part of a
much larger project called the Granite State
Rail Trail, which hopes to eventually stretch
into Vermont (for more on this project,
pick up the July issue of our sister paper
SalemLife, available at Mann Orchards and
Borrelli’s Deli).
***
The 60th annual Yankee Homecoming in
Newburyport is July 29 to Aug. 6. Discover
our Yankee heritage through exhibits,
concerts, a parade and much more. Modernday fun includes a striper tournament,
kayak and paddle board races, a kids
talent show and a craft festival. Check out
Yankeehomecoming.com for details.
***
The raging Merrimack and Concord
rivers helped power Lowell’s textile mills
during the Industrial Revolution. Lowell
National Historical Park rangers offer daily
canal boat tours during the summer. Tours
last between 90 minutes and two hours,
depending on which route you select. Mill
and Trolley Tours are also daily. Tours
start at the Lowell National Historical Park
Visitors Center, 246 Market St. There’s free
visitor parking at 304 Dutton St., but don’t
forget to bring your ticket with you for
validation. All tour attendees, even children
who get in free, must register. Visit nps.
gov/Lowell or call the Visitor Center: (978)
970-5000.

Canal tour on the Pawtucket Canal in Lowell. Photo: NPS/Phil Lupsiewicz

Lifelong Salem, NH, resident Michelle Paradis’ family uses the Corridor for walking and
biking, often riding up to Panera Bread or the ice cream stand in Derry. SalemLife photo by
Kim Whiting

CLEAN RIVER WINS $2,000 GRANT

The Methuen-based Clean River Project received a $2,000 grant from the Essex National
Heritage Commission for the clean-up work they do all along the Merrimack River.
The volunteer organization has removed over 100,000 tons of debris, more than 8,000
tires and 72 motor vehicles. The river provides drinking water for over a half-million
Massachusetts residents. Shown at the grant-presentation ceremony, held at Methuen
Memorial Music Hall, are (from left) Essex Heritage President John Farmer; Nanci Carney,
Rocky Morrison and Richard Ross of Clean River Project; and Annie Harris, Essex Heritage
CEO. Courtesy photo
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CGS 7th-graders win 1st citywide Academic Bowl
Comprehensive Grammar School’s seventh-grade Masterminds proved they’re worthy of their team name by
winning the first citywide Academic Bowl.
Over 450 CGS, Marsh, Tenney and Timony students
competed in the Jeopardy!-style game where seventh- and
eighth-grade teams went head-to-head in curriculum-based
and general-knowledge questions, earning points along
the way. Teammates chose questions from categories like
Math, ELA, Potpourri or Methuen History and lost points
for the wrong answer. Teams with highest point totals
moved on. The finals came down to the CGS Masterminds,
the Tenney Hogwarts, the Timony Dream Team and the
Marsh Clutch Boys competing last month in Methuen
High’s auditorium, complete with music, lights and team
introductions – just like the TV show. CGS won it all!
“We’re smart and we wanted to try it out,” smiled a
victorious Preston Nguyen, about the reason for putting
together this year’s Masterminds team.
What was the key to their victory?
“We played conservatively,” rationalized Tristan McDermott. “And we all have our (category) specialization.”
Methuen’s supervising principals created the Methuen

Earning the gold cup for winning the first-ever Methuen
Academic Bowl are the CGS’ seventh-grade Masterminds.
Teammates are (from left) Tristan McDermott, Logan
Fritchy, Zachary Channen, Ricky DeMare, Preston Nguyen
and Sanay Mehta.
MethuenLife photo by Melissa Fili

Academic Bowl this year after taking part in a regional

HAPPY RETIREMENT,
TEACHERS!

The Methuen Education Association held its annual Retirement Celebration, honoring
the Class of 2017, at DiBurro’s. Shown are (front, from left) Kristin Coletti (Marsh), Rhona
Melberg (CGS), Diane Haidar (Tenney), Joseph Gillin (MHS); (back, from left) Lorie Tardugno
(Marsh), Charlene Bleem (Tenney), Cathy Chaisson (Marsh), Patricia Haugh (Tenney), Paula
Cross (MHS) and Michael McCormick (MHS). Missing from photo are Cathy Morrissey of the
Marsh; Sharon Letendre and John Rabel from MHS; Kathleen Knott, Ricki Goldberg, CarolLyn Murphy, Fred Ford, Sharon Landers, Jodi O’Hearn and Virginia Clark, all from Tenney;
Judith Templer and Ruth Del Duca from the Timony; and Paula Blaney, Susan Corbett and
Susan Comeau from CGS. Courtesy photo

GET LISTED

To have an upcoming event listed in MethuenLife’s calendar, send info to
Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call (978) 682-4777.

bowl for decades where only a small number of students
could participate and school-day competitions pulled kids
and teachers away from the classroom. By opening it up to
all seventh- and eighth-graders and holding the three bowls
after school, “hundreds of kids got to compete and more parents were able to go,” said CGS Supervising Principal Christopher Reeve. “The goal was to get as many kids involved
as possible because this city has so many great kids!”
Each school had an internal competition for seventhand eighth-graders, with one seventh-grade team and one
eighth-grade team from each school advancing. The next
round consisted of two head-to-head competitions: Tenney
vs. CGS and Marsh vs. Timony, where both seventhand eighth-grade teams from the schools competed. The
top-scoring team from each school advanced to the final
competition.
The Masterminds are soaking up their victory and
agree that they will be back next year as eighth-graders.
“We like winning!” said Zachary Channen.
“We’re gonna repeat!” Preston vowed.
			
~ Melissa Fili

5 TEACHERS OF THE
YEAR ARE HONORED

Hip, hip hooray, for Methuen’s Teachers of the Year! As the school year winds down,
administrators nominate a teacher who stands out from the pack when it comes to
going above and beyond in the classroom. This year’s top teachers are (front, from
left) Marsh eighth-grade teacher Stacey Zracket, CGS kindergarten teacher Kathleen
Borden, Tenney fourth-grade teacher Jenny Gavin, Timony special education teacher
Kate Vachon and Methuen High English teacher Edward “Bud” Jennings. Jennings
was also named the Methuen Rotary Club Teacher of the Year. “All of these teachers,
like so many of their peers, are truly inspirational in their dedication to their students
and commitment to excellence in education,” noted Superintendent Judy Scannell.
Methuen Public Schools’ Director of Facilities Bruce Stella (second from right) was
acknowledged as Employee of the Year “for his round-the-clock commitment to keeping
our schools looking awesome and functioning at the highest level,” according to Scannell.
The teachers were honored at a School Committee meeting last month. They are shown
here surrounded by administrators and supporters.

Running for office?

Don’t sit in front of a computer screen and gripe about local government. Get involved
and make a difference!
There are openings on the City Council and School Committee as well as the position of
mayor.
Nomination papers are available until July 28 at the City Clerk’s Office during
regular office hours. The last day for submitting nomination papers to the Registrar of
Voters for the certification of signatures is Aug. 1. The city’s preliminary election is slated
for Sept. 19, while the municipal election will be held Nov. 7.
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Innovation Lab to benefit
kindergartners through seniors
Methuen Public Schools was awarded a
Massachusetts Capitol Skills Grant in the
amount of $175,000 to build an Innovation
Lab at Methuen High School. Superintendent Judith Scannell and Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction
Brandi Kwong attended the award ceremony hosted by Gov. Charlie Baker at the
Statehouse last month.
The lab will include engineering, robotics and computer programming equipment/
tools for MHS students to use during the
day. Kindergartners to eighth-graders will
use the lab for enrichment opportunities
through the community-based Before and
After School Program. This initiative would
be for after-school programming during
the school year for all K-to-12 students

and during the summer through weeklong
camps. There is a designated space at the
high school to create this innovation lab.
The equipment that will be housed in the lab
and used by the students will be 3-D printers, Lego Robotics kits, Vex Robotics kits
for high school competitions, computer stations for coding projects and other materials
that support the three STEM content areas.
Two approved career-technology education courses that this will support are Web
Design and Programming and Biotechnology. MHS also has a new Engineering and
Robotics course that is run through the Science Department this fall and will also use
the Innovation Lab.
The lab is expected to open in the fall.
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PMA 4TH-QUARTER HONOR ROLL
Highest Honors

Grade 12 - Hannah Alvino, Jack
Bove, Brianna Caron-DiPietro, Helana Castillo, Seana Gardella, Marisa
George, Madyson Guimond, Eryn McGuinness, ySabella Santell-Wright, Faith Stewart, Angela Walukevich, Matthew Whinery
Grade 11 - Nicole Costa, Brianna Geck,
Alexandra LoConte, Jamie LoConte, John
Morris, Gwendolyn Powell, Simon Rodriguez, Jingyun (Christine) Zhang, Shuaiqing
(Selina) Zhou, Madeleine Zygmont
Grade 10 - Sophia Bellia, Mckenzie Ferrari, Liliana Foucault, Nathalie Garcia, Feiyang (Bright) Hu, Jason Ledoux, Aidan
Lena, Dariana Mota, Khoa (Cody) Nguyen, Tien Nguyen, Isaiah Ortiz, Jacob
Pardo, Kephirah Pierre, Emma Powell,
Alex Thurmond
Grade 9 - Olivia Alvino, Tran (Kitty)
Bui, Andrew Caron-DiPietro, Eva Fabino, Ton That (Ben) Hoa, Mia Kochanczyk, Elaina Latino, Benjamin Ledoux,
Dang Tran

High Honors

Grade 12 - Zachary Coleman, Olivia
Deackoff, Camille Holleran, Katherine
Mashimo, Samantha Mendez, Paige

Morrow, Emily Saindon, Yiran (Iris)
Shi, Xiying (Claire) Zhang
Grade 11 - Darlenn Castro, Tenglong
Hong, Gongyi (Arthur) Jia, Stephanie
Maldonado, Willa Norman, Jiaxin (Cindy)
Zhong
Grade 10 - Paige Athanasiou, Kolby
Barbieri, Nathaniel (Jack) Foreman, Meredith Gebski, Katherine Krikoris, Samuel
Mather, Kiara Phair, Britney Savage, James
Tran, Mackenzie Weldon, Kailey Woods
Grade 9 - Arlette Cabral, Camilo Cordoba Escobar, Gabriela Martinez, Leslie
Ramos, Jamie Walsh, Yixin (Ethan) Zhang

Honors

Grade 12 - Jaden Belizaire, Heidy Castillo, Isis Diaz, Vasilios (Billy) Krikoris,
John Mersereau, Xueyi (Anne) Xu
Grade 11 - Yang (Sam) Ge, Yokairi
Perez, Olivia Schultz, Ho San (William)
Wai, Meng (Sherry) Xie
Grade 10 - Zongrui (Clef) Cai, Victoria
Carter, Olivia Fillion, Naomi Gonzalez,
David Lu, Alexandria Palermo, Brady Quinn,
Shannon Whinery, Xiaocheng (Daniel) Zou
Grade 9 - Abigail Juknavorian, Alexis
Katsoulis, Yulu (Selina) Lin, Emmanuel
Reynoso

MHS’ top spring athletes recognized
Methuen High held its Spring Athletic
Awards Banquet last month at the high
school.
Here are the winners:
BASEBALL
John Berwick Memorial (batting): Owen
Foote				
Paul Arnold Memorial (MVP): Brendan
O’Shea		
Walter Scanlon Trophy (coaches): Seth Pare
Steve Bedrosian Trophy (pitcher): Jacob
Thibault
SOFTBALL
Most Valuable Player: Coralie Mathieu
Most Improved Player: Heather Wood
Coaches Award: Samantha Ferraro
At the Statehouse last month, Superintendent Judy Scannell and Assistant Superintendent
Brandi Kwong (front) accept a $175,000 grant to build an Innovation Lab at MHS. Joining
them are (from left) Secretary of Education James A. Peyser, Gov. Charles D. Baker, Secretary
of Housing and Economic Development Jay Ash, Lt. Gov. Karyn E. Polito and Secretary of
Labor and Workforce Development Ronald L Walker II. Courtesy photo

Finocchiaro: Open
invite to party

Hopeful at-large City Council candidate Jessica Finocchiaro is hosting a party this month
and the whole city is invited.
She said, “There’s no exclusive invites with me, consider this an open invitation to every
Methuen resident to join us for some food and music July 20th 6-8 at the VFW on River
Street, no donations required.”
Correspondence, donations or RSVPs can be sent to PO Box 882 Methuen, MA 01844
or call (978) 566-1786.

BOYS SPRING TRACK
John Byrne Memorial (MVP run): Saul
Cespedes			M o s t
Improved Performer: Eric Salvo
Coaches Awards: Abimael Gonzalez and
Anthony Rodriguez
Whirlaway Dedication Award: Stanley
Hanci
GIRLS SPRING TRACK
Most Valuable Performer (run): Sara
Fragione			
Most Valuable Performer (field) Kacey De
Pina				
Most Improved Performer: Sabrina Hare
Coaches Award: Luana Machado

Visit www.MethuenLife.com

Whirlaway
Dockham

Dedication Award:

Sarah

GIRLS TENNIS
Most Valuable Player: Vivian Tran
Most Improved Player: Josephine Mahoney
Coaches Award: Geralda Saintil
BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Most Valuable Player: Jonathan Gonzalez
Most Improved Player: Ian Tanuz
Coaches Award: Hadi Majed
Luke Hamel Memorial Award: Jacob
Rogers
GIRLS LACROSSE
Most Valuable Player: Kate Hulme		
Most Improved Player: Hailey McDonnell
Coaches Award: Cat Poirier
BOYS LACROSSE
Most Valuable Player: Dan O’Connell
Most Improved Player: Tim Letourneau
Coaches Award: Jason Moynihan
SPECIAL AWARDS
MHS Scholar/Athlete Awards: Connor
Dickson, Sophie DeRepentigny
John Hannigan Award: Trevor Abdallah
Dorothy Chadwick Award: Nika Nguyen
Outstanding Male & Female Athletes:
Brendan O’Shea, Katelyn Hulme
Mayor’s Award: Domenic Privitera,
Samantha Ferraro

