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Step, continued from page 6

Isabella gets some amaz-
ing height throughout her 
routine. 
     Photo by Steve Whipple

and cousins.
“She danced in her first competition before she even took her first 

class,” said her mom Julie. “She learned from her sisters. She always 
watches the older kids; she’s a sponge.”

Gianna, 13, and Emilie, 16, have also mastered the traditional Irish 
dance dating to the mid-1700s that features a rigid toso and quick foot 
and leg movements.

“I like going on stage and performing,” grinned Isabella, who 
practices four times a week and recently placed second at the Sham-
rock Feis and third in regional competition in Providence, R.I. “I like 
competing.”

Evidently. Decked out in a tall wig that keeps girls looking similar 
and a (used) $1,400 ornately embroidered dress featuring colorful crys-
tals, patterns and a purple wizard’s hat, she competes in feis (step dance 
competitions) locally once a month and regionally and nationally once 
a year. And she’s good.

“She is naturally talented and she works and trains really hard at 
home and in class,” said Chaplin. “She is an exceptional student. Tim-
ing is very important, but it’s a lot more athletic than people think.”

Isabella’s grandmother Mary Ellen trained under Chaplin’s mom 
and Isabella’s mom Julie trained under both Chaplins for 16 years.

And Isabella’s cousins — Brian and Scott Doherty and Christina 
Edler — also competed in the World Championships years ago. Scott 
toured with both "Lord of the Dance" and "Riverdance." 

The dance academy operates out of several locations. Isabella 
rehearses in Brighton, Watertown and Lawrence Catholic Academy, 
where she attends fourth grade, three or four times a week for 2 to 4 
hours a session.

“The hardest part is with the competitions, because you don’t know 
what will happen,” explained Isabella. “You might think you danced 
well but didn’t.”

Chapin believes the long hours of practice will pay off in Dublin.
“I would say she has a good chance ... but she’s dancing against 150 

of the best girls from all over the world. She has competed a lot. This is 
a whole different thing, and we prepare them for that.”
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Hear, continued from page 36

     
  

door facility this summer. They have stated 
on their Facebook page that their intent is 
to re-build the Haverhill club.

Unique sports ops
We are lucky in Methuen, with our wide 
range of sports options! There are a few 

unique spring offerings just across the bor-
der in Salem, N.H., that aren’t offered in 
our city but are open to Methuen residents. 
To find out more, call the Salem Rec De-
partment at (603) 890-2003.
Dodgeball: For ages 8 to 12 years old. Pick-
up games at Barron Elementary School 

from 4 to 5:30 pm from April 13 to May 11. 
Non-resident fee: $25. Register by April 10.
Outdoor Flag Football Program: For kids 
ages 9 to 12. Games played at the Walmart 
Multi-Purpose Field on Fridays, 4:15 to 
6 pm from April 14 to May 19. $35 for 
non-residents. Register by April 12. 

Field Sports Program: For kids 8 to 12 years 
old. Games will range from Capture the 
Flag, Whiffle Ball and soccer to new games 
such as Speedball, Handball, and Ultimate 
Football. Tuesdays from 4 to 5:30 pm from 
April 11 through May 9. $25 non-residents. 
Register by April 10.

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Last month was the perfect time for the 
MSPCA at Nevins Farm to mark National Pig 
Day, as a sounder of swine had recently been  
abandoned there by various owners.

“We are overburdened at the moment,” 
explained Gia Barss, Nevins Farm’s manager 
of the Equine & Family Animal Care Center. 
“We’ve gotten 10 new pot-belly pigs in the 
last month. ... We have pigs living in the 
horse stalls.”

The MSPCA celebrated National Pig Day 
by hosting a special edition of their Little 
Bookworms Story Time, followed by guests 
heading out to the pig barn to learn about the 
squealers and offer them some of their fa-
vorite foods. The families donated fruits and 
veggies including strawberries, canteloupe, 
celery, and green and red peppers. Those 
happy piggies just pigged out!

Barss believes the recent surrender of pigs 
is due to the “fad” of having pot-bellied pigs 
as pets.

“They make great pets. They’re very 
clean and very smart,” she said. “But they 
start to show donimance between the ages of 
2 and 6. They are very curious and their be-
havior can run amok. With training, though, 
pig owners can control that behavior.”

Pigs need a big living area with an out-
door enclosure, and a barn set-up is best. 

They also require annual veterinarian visits.
Prior to the new arrivals, Nevins’ pig 

house was already filled with several farm 
pigs, including 900-pound Buster who is 6 
years old. --A friendly guy who responds to 
commands like “sit” even while dying to gob-
ble up carrots, eggplant and apples tossed his 
way, Buster has been at Nevins Farm since 
he was a baby, Barss said. He arrived in 2011 

MSPCA ‘overburdened’ by abandoned pigs
10 new drop-offs meant piggies celebrated 
National Pig Day by sleeping in horse stalls

when he was just 6 months old.
“His girlfriend (Bette) was recently adopt-

ed, so now he’s a single bachelor,” she added.
As of MethuenLife press time, Nevins 

Farm was looking for homes for 15 pigs, 
including three farm pigs (Buster, Marsh-
mallow and Moon Pie). If you’re interested 
in adopting a pig or two, call the MSPCA’s 
Equine & Farm Animal Care & Adoption 

Center at (978) 687-7453 ext. 6113.
National Pig Day is an event held annu-

ally on March 1 in the United States to cele-
brate the domesticated pig and acknowledge 
its intelligence. The holiday celebration was 
started in 1972 by sisters Ellen Stanley, a 
teacher in Lubbock, Texas, and Mary Lynne 
Rave of Beaufort, N.C.

Delilah, a 6-year-old pot-bellied pig, enjoys fruits and veggies during last month’s National 
Pig Day celebration at the MSPCA at Nevins Farm.    Photos by Melissa Fili

At 900 pounds, Buster is king of the farm pigs at the MSCPA. He’s been at Nevins Farm for 
nearly his entire life and just lost his girlfriend after she found her forever home.

Peanut pigs out under the watchful eyes of 
(from left) Rylan Blaney, 3; Anna O’Brien, 3; 
and Zachary Sordillo, 1½.
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SCHOOL DAYS
Best Buddies share talent, style, friendship at show

Methuen High's Best Buddies rocked 
the house at last month's Talent and Fashion 
Show! They sang, they danced, they played 
musical instruments and they strutted their 
stuff. The friendships that have been nur-
tured and the self-confidence that has devel-
oped soaked up the spotlight.

Best Buddies adviser, MHS special edu-
cation teacher Sharon Letendre, took it all in 
from her seat in the back of the auditorium. 
This is her 10th and final year with Best 
Buddies, as she’s retiring.

“What these kids have brought to my life 
can’t be measured,” she said. “You adopt 
them all. They are such good kids!” 

Best Buddies has a long, successful 
history at Methuen High where its mission 
is to establish friendships with the hope of 
creating lasting bonds. Extra-special stu-
dents are matched with mainstream students 
and they get to know one another and share 
experiences both in school and out. Some-
times they eat lunch together or go out to 
the movies or the mall. There are currently 
35 active members of Best Buddies at MHS.

BB President Laura Staugler, a junior, 
emceed the event and made it personal by 
sharing kids’ favorite foods, colors or hob-
bies when announcing them on to the stage. 
And if some of the stars suffered a bit of 
stage fright, she would lovingly coax them 
out of their shell.

This year’s show was dealt a blow, cour-
tesy of a blizzard the week before. 

“They only had one rehearsal due to the 
storm,” Letendre explained, while watching 
the performance. “This is just outstanding. 
I’m near tears!”

She said she is thankful for Best Buddies 
families who support the program -- some of 
whom attended the show even though their 
child is now an MHS graduate. MHS theater 
director Joan Walsh and her student volun-
teers gave their time to produce the technical 
side of the show. Formalwear was provided 
by David’s Bridal and Men’s Wearhouse.

~ Melissa Fili

Methuen High’s Best Buddies group is comprised of phenomenal kids who enjoy being together, even when there’s no spotlight! 
                           Photos by Melissa Fili

Ryan Therrien and Mildred Reyes strike a pose during the formal-
wear session.

Sharp-dressed man Chris Iacovella is congratulated by his parents Gino 
and Lucy. Chris impressed the audience on the drums, accompanied by 
his brother on guitar.

The western look works well for Brandon 
McCormick.

It’s the dynamic duo of Caron Simpson and 
Paola Cotto.

Keyshawn Johnson channels his inner 
high-fashion model!

Victoria Dion wowed the crowd with her 
beautiful solo, “How Far I’ll Go” - no musical 
accompaniment needed!




















