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Sharing a table with “UB” during the 2016 Thanksgiving football team dinner are Mike 
Sitar, Eric Lacroix, Connor Donovan, Bryan Szettella, Sal Amato, Ryan Dugan, Dan Holgate 
and Terry Donovan. 

When Ryan's headset broke during a game, 
Hickey took it to a company in Rhode Is-
land to be repaired.

Hickey also looked out for his players.
Two years ago, Manick was called up 

from the freshman team to play varsity. 
Hickey, he said, was like an older brother 
to him, checking on him daily to make sure 
he was doing OK and being treated well by 
the older boys.

The next year, Manick recalled with a 
smile, Hickey "gave him crap" for doing 
"dumb stuff" in the weight room.

"He made the most difference in my 
football career," Manick said. "He kind of 
made it fun."

Hickey's love of sports extended beyond 
Methuen football. He watched Ranger ath-
letes compete in other sports. He went to 
sporting events in other towns. He traveled 
to Rhode Island last year to watch wrestler 
Billy Wehring, a Methuen kid who didn't 
play football, compete in the New England 
Championships.

"He was a big supporter of all the kids," 
former coach Graham said.

According to those who worked with 
him, Hickey devoted roughly 50 hours a 
week to MHS football during the seasons. 
Pare would often see Hickey's car parked 
by the clubhouse when he drove by.

And Pare has a family story that speaks 
to Hickey's devotion to Methuen High 
football.

One day last October, when his brother 
Ben was home from medical school, their 
mother, Kristin, took Ben, a former MHS 
cross-country runner, to see the new club-
house.

Hickey saw them outside peeking 
through the windows and opened the door 
to greet them.

"He gave them a grand tour of the new 
clubhouse, every nook and cranny of it," 
said Seth, who was in school that day.

When Seth got home, he learned from 
his brother about his chance meeting with 
Hickey and the tour he gave him and their 
mother.

"That guy," Ben said to Seth, "is 
Methuen football!"

today is mixed use -- you have to have peo-
ple living there to make it viable."

Developer David Spada is proposing a 
40B 150-apartment structure on the vacant 
lot along Broadway in front of his previous 
project, Methuen Village assisted living.

"The use of the land isn't a problem," 
said Lussier. "But we may have an issue 
with the design of the building. As a com-
mission we haven't considered his design 
yet ... it could be more sensitive to the 
character of the area. Because it's proposed 
as (affordable housing) 40B we don't have 
as much authority."

He said changes need to occur sooner 
rather than later.

"The downtown looks terrible and needs 
to be dealt with. We have a lot of tax rev-
enue that isn't coming in because of empty 
or under-utilized buildings that have great 
potential." 

At the presentation attended by poli-
ticians, builders and other city officials, 
Harriman Planning and Design offered a 
Power Point presentation, large architec-
tural renderings and bullet points about the 
revitalizing plans. Harriman explained they 
are planning a “vibrant, mixed-use down-
town” but there are challenges: under-uti-
lized land and buildings; oddly-shaped par-
cels of land; steep slopes; and angled streets 
and intersections.

Revitalizing the areas would also call 
for aligning Pleasant and Hampshire streets 
and High and Lowell streets.

But a more looming problem to the 
downtown is the abundance of empty and 
damaged buildings in a one-block area:

• 2 Pleasant St. On Nov. 12 an electri-
cal fire and ensuing water damage in the 
tall blue home across from the Red Tavern 
destroyed four apartments. Built around 
1830, the building needs to be razed, said 
Methuen’s acting Building Commissioner 
John Gibney, but an insurance company 
investigation is delaying its demolition 

• 7 Hampshire St. On July 8, 2015, a 
two-alarm fire on the fourth floor of the 
Odd Fellows Building heavily damaged 
the Center for the Performing Arts dance 
studio; thousands of gallons of water from 
the Fire Department damaged offices in the 
lower floors and several inches of water 

settled in the basement, said the building’s 
owner Rick Page. Repairs or demolition are 
also being held up by an insurance compa-
ny investigation.

• The former Rostron’s liquor store 
on Hampshire Street has been vacant since 
a newer store was built on Route 28 across 
from Dunkin’ Donuts

• The former Andrew Travel building 
at the corner of High and Hampshire streets 
has been vacant for a couple years. Bob 
Andrew is now reportedly living in a nurs-
ing home; his longtime companion Faith 
Morgida, who operated Andrew Travel, 
died unexpectedly in 2015.

• Robichaud Hardware is now official-
ly closed. While the store was shuttered for 
a few years, Barbara Robidoux continued 
to operate a small engine-repair shop and a 
U-Haul rental. Both of those businesses are 
now gone as well.

• Dick’s TV on Broadway was sold 
by Dick Dube shortly before his death in 
Novemer 2015. The vacant former bank is 
available for leasing.

• While they are not empty, the Red 
Tavern and its neighbor the John Han-
cock Masonic Lodge are both owned by 
Robert Palmisano. The Tavern is on the 
market for $1,599,900; the Lodge is for sale 
for $799,900.

Buckley has spoken with Palmisano and 
Page.

“All three of those buildings point out 
good opportunities and fit ideally with what 
we’re trying to accomplish — historic pres-
ervation,” he said. “We want to see those 
buildings restored to good productive uses. 
We need to add value around them.”

The plan to revitalize the downtown also 
proposed additional retail and as many as 
600 apartments — 450 new and 150 to be 
set up in existing buildings. 

The adoption of the 40R zoning would 
be a significant step toward that goal.

“I have 10 months left and all my thrust 
will be on downtown,” said Mayor Stephen 
Zanni. “Over the years there have been 
many obstacles with revitalizing down-
town.”

The revitalizing, said Harriman, would 
take about 10 years to complete.

Masonic Lodge owner Robert Palmisano has the building on the market for $799,900. It is one 
of several buildings in the Methuen downtown area that is slated for historic preservation.
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

SCHOOL DAYS

More than 250 Methuen High students 
put their scientific know-how on display 
during the school’s 31st annual Science 
Fair, which showcased a record 111 proj-
ects.

New this year, projects were judged by 
members of the science community and sci-
ence faculty at Northern Essex Community 
College, as well as MHS science teachers.

The four top projects, whose students' 
Individual Research Plans have been ap-
proved at the state level, will be competing 
at the Region IV Science Fair at Somerville 
High School on March 18. Both the top 
team project, by Kathleen Wong and Luana 
Machado) and top individual project (Mi-
chael Hajjar) will also proudly represent 
Methuen High School at the Massachusetts 
State Science Fair at MIT in May. 

Here is a list of the winners:
First place: Luana Machado and Kath-

leen Wong, “How Safe Are You From Acid 
Rain?”

Second place: Michael Hajjar, “Mak-
ing Boston Taller.”

Third place: Shanell DeLaRosa, Mil-
dred Reyes and Alejandra Luna, “How 
Permanent is Permanent Ink?”

Fourth place: Sam DeLap and Dome-
nic Privitera, “Measuring Seimic Waves 
With a Laser.”

Environmental Award: Emily McCor-
mack and Shaylin Small, “Rising to Our 
Fall.”

Chemistry Award: John Wizboski and 
Michael DaSilva, “Materials in Melted 
Metal.”

Biology Award: Sara Fragione, “Mice 
on the Run: The Effects of Energy Drinks.”

Biology Award: Kelthoum Fathi, “The 
Effects of Anticoagulants on Blood Clot-
ting.”

Physics Award: Emily Baker and 
Christine Chau, “Does the Concentration 
of Sodium Chloride in Water Affect its 
Polarity?”

MHS’ 31st annual Science Fair draws record 111 projects

2017 Science Fair award winners pose for a photo with Science Department staff members, 
Superintendent Judy Scannell and Principal Rich Barden. Courtesy photo

Gotta love 
‘Almost, Maine’

Love is in the air within the Methuen High Theater 
Department.

MHS students will be performing the play “Almost, 
Maine” by John Cariani on March 2, 3 and 4 at 7 pm in 
the high school auditorium.

“Almost, Maine” is a sweet and simple story of nine 
different couples who fall in love, fall out of love, find 
lost love, find new love, find hope in love and even re-
alize that they are "OK" when the love they thought they 
loved didn't agree.

The show is directed by Joanie Walsh and stars MHS 
students Jenna Briere, Sky Chin, Zak Christie, Amanda 
Clifford, Ravyn Dallaire, Andrew DiLeo, Sarah Dock-
ham, Nicole Hornedo, Cat Janos, Nick Lacroix, Wind-
er Landaverde, Elijah Mejia, Angelo Pocoli, Cristian 
Ramos, Marissa Rumore, Julia Sugden, Maddy Traynor, 
Devyn White and Cam Woodman.

Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for students and are 
available for purchase at www.brownpapertickets.com. 
For more information, e-mail jnwalsh@methuen.k12.
ma.us.

Band hosts 
dinner, raffles

The Methuen Band Parents Association is holding a 
fund-raising dinner March 11, 7 pm at St. Lucy’s Church 
Hall, 254 Merrimack St. There will be a pasta dinner 
with salad, silent auction and basket raffle. Band stu-
dents volunteer at the event, delivering the baskets to the 
lucky winners! It's a fun, family night and a great way to 
meet these dedicated and hard-working band members.   

Tickets are $10.
To order and purchase tickets, mail check to MRBPA, 

PO Box 21, Methuen, MA 01844 or contact Patti Fay at 
president@methuenrangerband.org. Proceeds benefit 
the Scholarship Fund.

 

Autism specialist 
hosts workshops

The spring lineup for the Community Awareness 
and Informational Workshops, organized by Methuen 
Schools’ autism specialist Bari Glazer, has been an-
nounced. Meetings are held at Nevins Library from 6 to 
7:30 pm and open to the public. Carpooling is encour-
aged.

March 29: Executive Functioning. What strategies 
can we teach our students to help them navigate their 
day in a successful way?

April 5: Why Can’t You Just Behave? Learn what 
behavior is telling us and how we can decrease unex-
pected behavior while increasing expected behavior.

April 12: Visually Designed Instruction: When 
tasks are presented visually, many students are more 
successful. Learn how to make “every day” tasks more 
visual.

RSVP to (978) 722-6000 ext. 1120. Leave your 
name, name of the workshop you are attending and the 
number of people in your group. 

 

Cabaret, alumni 
game, etc. @ PMA

The PMA Music Guild presents a Hero vs. Vil-
lain-themed cabaret on March 4, 7 pm at Presentation of 
Mary Academy’s Dupre Center. Enjoy a night of music, 
singing and entertainment and find out who will prevail 
... good or evil? Tickets are $10 and will benefit the 
PMA music program.

The 4th annual Alumni Basketball Game is set for 
March 5 at noon at the Dupre Center. Come cheer on 
PMA alumni at this family-friendly event. All proceeds 
help raise funds for the Cathy (Habeen) Sheehan '87 
Scholarship, given annually to a deserving PMA student.  

A LuLaRoe and Rodan & Fields Fundraiser will be 
held March 5, 1 to 3 pm at the Dupre Center. Pamper 
yourself -- from your lashes to your leggings -- without 
feeling guilty. A portion of all sales will return back to 
PMA to fund student scholarships.

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS

To celebrate the 100th day of school, Tenney Lower School stu-
dents and staff dressed up as their future 100-year-old selves or 
showed what it looked like to "feel like $100 dollars." Courtesy 
photo
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The Timony School’s third-grade fam-
ilies recently stuck together at a get-to-
know-you event.

About 100 participants worked in teams, 
crafting colorful duct-tape wallets. Making 
the wallets can be a tricky, sometimes 
sticky, situation, so teamwork was key!

Students’ wallets can be used to store 

their SOAR bucks, which are an incentive 
the school uses to promote positive behav-
ior. Kids earn SOAR bucks throughout the 
school day from staff members when they 
are “caught” doing the right thing when it 
comes to Safety, Ownership, Acceptance or 
Respect.

TENNEY GEOGRAPHY BEE

Congrats to all the participants of the Tenney School’s 2017 Geography Bee. Shown here 
are the winners (from left) sixth-grader Andre Laurent who came in third, eighth-grader 
Abigail Edgerly who finished second and first-place winner Nicole Alonzo-Serena from 
the seventh grade with bee organizer Marian Magnan. It was a fabulous competition that 
ended in the Tenney tradition of a real nail-biter! Nicole now moves on to state compe-
tition. Competing were fifth-graders Nasla Perez, Madison Armstrong, Quinn Foley, Eric 
Foster, Luke Polomoscanik, Ian Slipp; sixth-graders Ryan Finn, Abigail Andam, Eagan 
Charles, Andre Laurent, Andrew Le, Daniel Donahue; seventh-graders Sierra McDermott, 
Gillian Finn, Alexus Gonzalez, Jennifer Carmona, Nicole Alonza; and eighth-graders Griffin 
Danehy, Abby Sapienza, Abigail Edgerly, Nicholas Notenboom, Quinn Farrel and Caroline 
Langone. Courtesy photo

TENNEY SINGS 
FOR RIVER HAWKS

Tenney Chorus students performed the national anthem at the UMass Lowell River 
Hawks hockey game Feb. 10. Holly Gamache directs the chorus. Courtesy photo

The Gauthiers work on a duct-tape project. They are (from left) dad Dave, first-grader 
Haiden and third-grader Chase. Courtesy photos

3rd-grade families bond 
over duct-tape projects

Second-grade Timony teacher Mark Rapazzo enjoyed duct-taping with wife Gail and 
daughter Isla.

SCHOOL DAYS
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