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Lussier, continued from page 4

    
   

     
    

 

    

   
     

     

Located at the Walnut Grove Cemetery 
(corner of Railroad and Grove Streets Methuen)

 Christian Fellowship Church 
of the Merrimack Valley

*Non-Denominational*

Rev. David L. Sundell, D. Min

A Community of Caring Christians

   
  

Traditional Protestant Service
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

The doors are open - Our hearts are too!  
            Please join us! 

Inspiring messages delivered every Sunday!  You’re always welcome! 
We’re a friendly little church and would love to have you join us!

A tough road 
to recovery

By the time he awoke up from his med-
ically-induced coma, Lussier learned from 
his doctor that he was expected to survive 
from his injuries.

"They told me I was going to be alright. 
So, I never really questioned whether I was 
going to make it," Lussier said. "The doctor 
said it's not going to be easy. And it wasn't. 
He told me that any time you have a lot of 
injuries like that, you can't predict what's 
down the road. Fortunately, I didn't need 
any surgery or follow-up care once my neck 
had healed."

"It's pretty much a miracle. Any time you 
injure the spinal cord or anything near it, it 
can result in death or paralysis. The way it 
happened to me was a clean break of the C-1 
vertebrae. It didn't sever the nerves along 
the spinal cord," he said.

While he lay in the hospital bed, Lussier 
-- who still doesn't consider himself a spir-
itual person -- said he learned about "all of 
the positive things that worked in my favor."

"My dad is very spiritual and has his 
own theories about what happened -- in-
tervention by a higher power and all that," 
Lussier said.

"If you picked a place to crash a motor-
cycle, I couldn't have picked a better place 
-- across the street from a fire station. That's 
not a bad place to start.”

While laying in the hospital bed, he kept 
thinking about his good fortune and how he 
needed to take the next step in his life. And 
becoming a firefighter was the road he had 
chosen.

Lussier was removed from Tufts sur-
gical intensive care on Tuesday after the 
accident and discharged to Northeast Rehab 
in Salem, N.H., on Friday, less than a week 
from the day of the accident. There, he un-
derwent aggressive physical therapy over a 
10-day period.

"They ran it like a boot camp, and they 
wouldn't let me feel sorry for myself," 
Lussier recalled. "They got me up between 
5:30 to 6 in the morning. Whatever motion 
I could do, they would make sure I would 
do it. They'd make me do physical thera-
py three times a day. ... The doctors were 
amazed that I had retained my mobility and 

had full range of motion.”
Lussier returned home. He wore a cer-

vical collar for eight weeks. It was about a 
month and a half before he was back on my 
feet. He resumed his landscaping work.

Influenced 
by 9-11

Sept. 11, 2013 -- the 12th anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter towers in New York City -- was another 
special day for Lussier. He spent it watching 
television about the events and the great her-
oism displayed by emergency responders.

"They were running programs all day 
about the attacks on the Twin Towers, and it 
got me thinking about the 343 firemen who 
gave their lives that day and countless EMTs 
and police personnel who gave their all that 
day," Lussier recalled. "When my father got 
home from work, we sat down down for 
dinner, I said this is what I wanted to do. 
There wasn't a shadow of a doubt this was 
what I wanted to do.

"I think my parents were excited that I 
had a goal in mind and that I showed drive 
and determination to achieve it. And they 
were glad that I was trying to better myself," 
he said.

He signed up that day for the Civil Ser-
vice Examination scheduled for the follow-
ing April. He also signed up for the EMT 
course at Northern Essex Community Col-
lege in Lawrence. During the course, there 
was another significant development which 
confirmed in Lussier's mind that he was 
definitely destined to become a Methuen 
firefighter.

"I was sitting in class one day listening 
to one of the lecturers, when one of the stu-
dents asked him what was one of the worst 
accidents he had to go to," Lussier said. "As 
I was listening to the story, I realized he 
was talking about my motorcycle accident. 
And, he had no idea what the outcome was. 
I raised my hand and stopped the story and 
told him he was talking about me."

The class instructor was Methuen fire-
fighter Eric Manzi. Manzi and firefighter 
Ross Hendrigan were on the ambulance 
that gave medical assistance to Lussier and 
rushed him to Holy Family Hospital.

"Later, I shook his hand and said 'thank 

you.' He couldn't believe it," Lussier said of 
meeting Manzi for the first time. "I told him 
(Manzi) 'I owe you everything, man.' He 
said, 'No. That's what we do' and 'I'm glad 
to see you made it out alright.' I told him I 
took the Civil Service test for Methuen and 
was on the list.

"Just the other day, I saw him in between 
shifts and joked, 'Did you ever think we'd 
be working together in the same building?' 
I'm sure it's a good feeling for him, knowing 
that he and his partners on the ambulance 
that night made a huge difference for me," 
he said.

Making the most
of second chance

Lussier got placed on the reserve list for 
the Methuen Fire Department and was even-
tually hired July 5, 2016. He was among 
seven Methuen firefighters who were sworn 
in during a ceremony at City Hall last Oct. 3.

Chelsea Doner, Lussier's girlfriend, 
placed the pin on his shirt during the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

"My girlfriend tells me 'everything hap-
pens for a reason.' And I think she's abso-
lutely right," Lussier said of Doner, a special 
education teacher in Lynnfield. "If that acci-
dent hadn't happened, I can't say I would be 
working for the Methuen Fire Department, 
or that we would ever have met."

"It's made me appreciate the little things 
and the simple things in life, the time we 
shouldn't take for granted. One mistake can 
change your life. I made that one mistake 
that could have killed or left me paralyzed. 
Luckily, my life changed for the better. And 
with this second chance, I can help other 
people," he said.

Lussier said he goes to work every day 
"knowing that there's not a shadow of a 
doubt that I was meant to do this job. That's 
why I go to work happy every day."

He's been working as an emergency 
medical dispatcher 24 hours a week, han-
dling emergency calls. The other 24 hours 

a week, he works on the ambulance, pro-
viding patient care: assessing injuries and 
assisting the patients any way he can. He's 
administered NARCAN to drug overdose 
victims, done chest compressions for people 
with cardiac arrests and provided oxygen for 
people who are short of breath.

He works for Group 3 at the Methuen 
Fire Department's Central Fire Station.

When responding to fire scenes, his 
work involves preparing a fire hydrant for 
use, swapping air tank apparatus with fire-
fighters and assisting firefighters who may 
be injured.

Motivated ‘from 
the heart’

On Feb. 6, he's set to begin a rigorous 
10 weeks of training at the Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy, which will prepare to 
a full-fledged firefighter.

Lussier noted that one of his goals is to 
thank everyone who helped him on the night 
of his accident -- the people he never got the 
opportunity to thank, particularly the person 
who was walking the dog and woke up the 
firefighters at the North End fire station 
after discovering his crumpled body on the 
ground.

"I'll still be thanking them for the rest of 
my career. It will never be forgotten, in my 
mind. That's for sure," Lussier said.

Deputy Chief Barry calls what he's ob-
served of the rookie firefighter "impressive."

"He's been totally committed to the job 
since he came on. He's definitely passion-
ate about the job and committed to doing 
it well. Michael's just a genuinely good 
guy -- always positive, always upbeat. He's 
excited about going to the Fire Academy," 
Barry said. "We're glad to have him. And 
I'm proud of the people who responded to 
the call (Lussier's accident). I liked that kid 
right from the day he started. Right from 
Day One, he's been fabulous. His motivation 
is right from the heart."
 

Methuen sends 7 rookie 
firefighters to Academy

Rookie Methuen firefighter Michael Lussier is one of seven new members 
who will begin 10 weeks of training at the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
on Feb. 6.

The other firefighters who will be attending the MFA are Anthony Coco, Jami-
son Kattar, Binh Le, John McCarthy, Patrick McKenna and Luis Nigaglioni. All of 
them, who are also certified as Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs), were 
officially sworn in last October.

Four of those firefighters are filling new positions funded in the current budget 
for the 2017 fiscal year which ends June 30. The remaining three are filling va-
cancies. With the additional hirings, the department increases to 76 firefighters.

The additional personnel should help to reduce overtime, allow the depart-
ment to use three ambulances and prevent trucks from being pulled from service.

All Massachusetts entry-level career firefighters have been receiving the free 
training at the MFA since 1966 and, upon completion, meet the requirements of 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard for Fire Fighter Profes-
sional Qualifications. Each student is also administered a written exam for both 
Firefighter I/II (FF I/II) and Hazardous Materials/Operations Level Responder 
(OLR). A passing grade on each exam qualifies the student a FF I/II and OLR 
level of certification from the Massachusetts Fire Training Council (MFTC).

~ Mark E. Vogler
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

GET LISTED 
To have an upcoming event listed in MethuenLife’s calendar, send info to Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call (978) 682-4777.

CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
1ST-TERM HONOR ROLL

Gotta love 
‘Almost, Maine’

Love is in the air within the Methuen 
High Theater Department.

MHS students will be performing the 
play “Almost, Maine” by John Cariani on 
March 2, 3 and 4 at 7 pm in the high school 
auditorium.

“Almost, Maine” is a sweet and simple 
story of nine different couples who fall in 
love, fall out of love, find lost love, find 
new love, find hope in love and even real-
ize that they are "OK" when the love they 
thought they loved didn't agree.

The show is directed by Joanie Walsh 
and stars MHS students Jenna Briere, Sky 
Chin, Zak Christie, Amanda Clifford, Ravyn 
Dallaire, Andrew DiLeo, Sarah Dockham, 
Nicole Hornedo, Cat Janos, Nick Lacroix, 
Winder Landaverde, Elijah Mejia, Angelo 
Pocoli, Cristian Ramos, Marissa Rumore, 
Julia Sugden, Maddy Traynor, Devyn White 
and Cam Woodman.

Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for students 
and are available for purchase at www.
brownpapertickets.com. For more informa-
tion, e-mail jnwalsh@methuen.k12.ma.us.

Band hosts 
dinner, raffles

The Methuen Band Parents Association 
is holding a fund-raising dinner March 
11, 7 pm at St. Lucy’s Church Hall, 254 
Merrimack St. There will be a catered din-
ner, silent auction and basket raffle. Band 
students volunteer at the event, delivering 

the baskets to the lucky winners! It's a fun, 
family night and a great way to meet these 
dedicated and hard-working band members.   

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 for stu-
dents and seniors 55 and up.

To order and purchase tickets, mail 
check to MRBPA, PO Box 21, Methuen, 
MA 01844 or contact Patti Fay at pres-
ident@methuenrangerband.org. Proceeds 
benefit the Scholarship Fund.

 

CCHS’
AP Scholars

Fourteen Methuen residents and gradu-
ates of Central Catholic High School's Class 
of 2016 were recently named Advanced 
Placement Scholars by the College Board's 
AP Program in recognition of their excep-
tional achievement on the 2016 Advanced 
Placement Exams. These 14 are among the 
89 CCHS 2016 graduates to earn AP Schol-
ar recognition.  

CCHS offers AP courses in 23 different 
subject areas. Eighty percent of the CCHS 
students who took the AP Exams achieved 
a competency score of "3" or better; 52 
percent of AP students achieved a score 
of "4" or better, and 21 percent earned the 
maximum score of "5."

The College Board's Advanced Place-
ment Program provides motivated and 
academically talented students with the 
opportunity to take rigorous college-level 
courses while still in high school and earn 
college credit, advanced placement or both, 
for successful performance on the National 

AP Exams.  
The College Board recognizes four lev-

els of superior achievement based on stu-
dents' performance on AP Exams. Here is 
a list of the 2016 CCHS graduates from 
Methuen along with their AP awards and 
the college or university they are now at-
tending:

National AP Scholar (scores of 4 or 
higher on eight or more AP Exams): Nicho-
las McCool, Boston University.

AP Scholars with Distinction (scores 
of 3.5 or higher on five or more AP Exams): 
Carina Imbornone, Boston University; 
Nicholas Janco, Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute; Lake Murphy, Boston University.

AP Scholars with Honor (scores of 
3.25 or higher on four or more AP Exams): 
Andrew Dagher, Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity; Elizabeth Demers, Saint Peter's 
University; Brian Quach, University of MA 
Amherst; Madelyn Ryan, University of MA 
Lowell.

AP Scholars (scores of 3.0 or high-
er on three or more AP Exams): Adam 
Debenedictis, Merrimack College; Roger 
Rueda, Worcester Polytechnic Institute; 
John Sacco, grade 12; Ella Sheehan, Prov-
idence College; Matthew Soucy, Universi-
ty of New Hampshire; Traci Vaillancourt, 
grade 12.

"Our students are earning highly valu-
able college credits, saving money and 
time, as well as gaining confidence that 
they are extremely well-prepared for the 
rigorous demands of university study. We 
are proud of the success of our students en-

rolled in our AP program, and congratulate 
the dedication and skill of the faculty lead-
ing our AP curricula," states Doreen Keller, 
Central Catholic's principal.   

Here’s SJP’s 
honors list

These Methuen students were named to 
the first-quarter academic honors list at St. 
John's Prep in Danvers.

Those on the Headmaster's List (grades 
of A1 or above in all courses) are Nathan 
D'Amato '19, Jeffrey DiNitto '19 and Nich-
olas Jurovich '18. Anthony Polcari '17 is 
on the Principal's List (earned grades of 
B+ or above in all courses), and Gustavo 
Farias '20 made the Honor Roll (grades of 
B or above).

 

PMA duo moves on 
in speech contest

On Dec. 3, four PMA students partic-
ipated in the Methuen Lions Club Speech 
Contest and two are moving on to the next 
level of competition. They all delivered 
orations about the assigned topic of "Being 
Politically Correct: Is It Taken Too Far?"

Sophia Belia and Yvone Xi, both from 
the Class of 2019, will go on to represent 
the Methuen and Lawrence Lions Clubs at 
the next round of speeches on Feb. 4.

Speeches are between 5 and 8 minutes 
long and contestants are judged on delivery, 
effectiveness and text.

Here are the Methuen students who earned 
a spot on Central Catholic High School’s 
first-term Honor Roll. Honor Roll is based 
on the student's individual subject grades 
and his/her unweighted or Simple GPA 
(SGPA). Distinguished Honors are awared-
ed to those with a 3.9 or better and no grade 
below A minus, High Honors are for 3.6 or 
better and no grade below B plus, Honors 
are for 3.0 or better and no grade below B 
minus.

GRADE 9
Distinguished Honors: Quentin Collins, 
Alyssa Fusco, Kaleigh Gibney, Abigail 
Jankowski
High Honors: Isabella Baddour, Emily 
Downer, Anna Flynn, Nathan Hebert, Ka-
leigh Lane, Seyda Oksuz, Charle Powers, 
Jonathan Schiavone
Honors: Andrew D'Agata, Amanee Elk-
houry, Meghan Ferris, Matthew Grella, 
Kerrigan Hemp, James Keegan, Mia La-

Touch, Michael Lavallie, Juliana Lica-
ta, Victoria Moda, Katie O'Brien, Anqi 
“Evonne” Ren, Jenna Richardson, Michael 
Sader, Nicholas Sadlow, Jared Silverio, 
Erin Teece, Daniel Thu, Nathanael Vachon

GRADE 10
Distinguished Honors: Ryan Donald, 
Kelly Penniman, Jack Stanislas, Brendan 
Wicks
High Honors: Zeyu “Ted” Feng, Mari-
ah Carabello, Peter Francis, Sarah Janco, 
Aidan Jordan, Janessa Nault
Honors: Joe AbiSamra, Mackenzie Barry, 
Camren Benanti, Lauryn Bonanno, Cam-
eron Chase, Harrison Chase, Anthony 
Chaya, Bianfei “Celia” Chen, Yoangelis 
Diaz, Shayne Fili, Justin Hasenstab, Danira 
Hernandez, Noah Jankowski, Alexis Kelly, 
Andrea Koralishn, Michael LeFebre, Xinyu 
“Venus” Liu, John Omosefe, Julia Palmisa-
no, Xiaoyun “Lexi” Pang, Nicole Quispe, 
Robert Richardson, Tavonga Tafuma, Jason 

Trinh, Kateri Vachon, Daniela Vargas, Ga-
briela Vargas, Alexander Vasquez, Joseph 
Waible Jr., Samantha Wendlandt

GRADE 11
Distinguished Honors: Alexander Char-
pentier, Matthew Gibney, Sheena Patel
High Honors: Anthony Farelli, Gabrielle 
Foreman, Karolina Herrera, Brian Pacheco, 
Matthew Rafferty, Veronica Shea, Sarah 
Sullivan
Honors: Brian Alaimo, Julia Apitz, Mi-
chael Basiliere, Julia Bonanno, Alexandrea 
Bower, Alexis Branco, Valentina Crespo, 
Hanna Cronin, Matthew Downer, Hallie 
Dunn, Madison Eastman, Ian Ferris, Jes-
sica Francis, Brett George, Riochai Grella, 
Ethan Haley, Brooke Hernon, Anna Hyslip, 
Thomas Jackson, Hussein Karim, Dominic 
Keegan, Jacquelyn Kelly, Thomas Krick, 
Matthew Lane, Victoria Leonard, Eric Les-
ter, Matthew Matta, Tomas Pastor, Lucy 
Powers, Victoria Small, Sophia White

GRADE 12
Distinguished Honors: Zichen “Jer-
emy” Zhao, Brendan Kerr, Noah Saffie, 
Traci Vaillancourt
High Honors: Siying “Jenny” Wang, Emily 
Giammasi, Katelyn Hasenstab, Diana Kar-
amourtopoulos, Dylan Kerr, John Sacco, 
Tia  Sfeir, Molly Wolfendale
Honors: Steven Beaupre, Shanna Bonan-
no, Camryn Colonna, Graciela De Los 
Santos, Samuel DiFiore, Farah El Khoury, 
Jasmine Francis, Quinn Grella, Isabella 
Jankowski, Julia Jankowski, Joshua Ken-
nedy, Claudia Kfoury, Julia Koralishn, Al-
exander Kryzynski, Peng Xi Li, Jessica 
Licata, Ke “Camille” Liu, Patrick Martin, 
Bridget McCarthy, Addison McLarney, 
Taylor O'Brien, Matthew O'Rourke, Ashvi 
Patel, Emely Rossetto, Isabella Saldarriaga, 
Sarah Santarelli, Justine Silverio, Elizabeth 
Suarez, Kaitlyn Sullivan, Molly Teece, 
Andrew Veloz, Jordyn Waible, Nicole Wig-
gins, Yuge “Amy” Xue
















