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coaches are still fund-raising for their trip. 
To help out, send donations to Methuen Pop 
Warner, P.O Box 547, Methuen, MA 01844.

 

D Team
The 2016 D Team is the youngest team 

MPW has ever sent to Nationals. Half of the 
team was only 8 years old when the season 
began and none of them had ever competed 
before, Walsh explained.

“The team has had their share of chal-
lenges this year but not skipped a beat. 
A new routine with each competition and 
every girl has stepped up when needed. 
Even a broken wrist by a flyer one practice 
before Regionals didn't stop these ladies,” 
Walsh said. “The routine was reworked 
again in two hours and their hard work 
paid off when they heard their name called 
for the second-place trophy and a trip to 
Nationals.”

D Team cheerleaders: Catherine Ben-
nett-Billings, Alexandrea Bolduc, Abbey 
Campiola, Ava Carcoglia, Krysta Caverly, 

Emilia Cespedes, Gia Covino, Reese Cur-
tis, Jazmyra DelValle, Sofia Dominguez, 
Tess Fraser, Anyasha Gonzalez, Gabriella 
LaPorta, Chanlina Ling, Abigail Mendes, 
Lindsey Needham, Natalie Needham, Jayla 
Noe, Jayla Peguero, Eva Perez, MacKenzie 
Soares, Morghan Swiniarski, Paityn Wilder 
and Kayli Winegar. The D Team is coached 
by Shelby Walsh, Barbara Walsh, Maria 
Covino, Susan LaPorta, Patty Coffey and 
Kirstie Hailey.

C Team
This team placed third at the 2015 New 

England Regional Competition in the D 
Team Division just missing a trip to Nation-
als.  Almost the entire team returned for the 
2016 season with two welcome additions to 
round out the C Team.

“They worked hard to come back, mak-
ing the needed changes and placed second 
at Regionals this year,” Walsh said. “They 

had a cheerleader hurt in warm-up minutes 
before hitting the competition mat and no 
one knew but the team, as she performed 
flawlessly despite her injury. We can't wait 
to see their new and improved routine at the 
House of the Mouse.”

C Team cheerleaders: Amber Audette, 
Kestyn Belanger, Beyonce Colon, Syd-
ney Cuddy-Reynolds, Kayla D'Agati, Avya 
Diodati, Abigail Fluet, Amy Fluet, Mor-
gan Fraser, Leslie Gamez, Kimora Giossi, 
Taylee Godjikian, Natalia LeGendre, Kylee 
Little, Kylee Lynch, Savanna Melo, Gi-
anna Peluso, Rhyan Pitari, Kierstin Provost, 
Kaylee Quirk, Deanna Riopelle, Angeliah 
Rivera, Isabelle Rodriguez, Anaiya Satter-
white, Sophia Serafino and Isabella Sestini. 
The C Team is coached by Kayla Francis, 
Emily McGovern, Lisa Francis and Rosan-
na Fernandez.

B Team
The B Team has had their share of chal-

lenges this year, from the start of the 2016 
season until the week of Regionals.

 “During the month of August, a veteran 
sustained a serious season-ending injury 
and one practice before New England Re-
gionals a flyer sustained an elbow injury,” 
Walsh explained. “With hours to spare, the 
routine was reworked for Regionals and a 
second-place trophy and a trip to Nationals 
was the reward. Headed to Nationals with 
10 cheerleaders on the mat, the routine is 
being reworked one final time for their 
much deserved trip to the National Cham-
pionships.”

B Team cheerleaders: Angelina Alia-
no, Kylie Anthony, Morgan Bellavance, 
Julia Bryant, Faith Cafua, Christian Co-
lon-Smith, Liah Dominguez, Amelia Fare-
tra, Maia Guenard, Natalie Lopez, Angelina 
Rodriguez and Gianna Silverio. The B 
Team is coached by Emily Wallace, Carley 
DelliColli, Pamela Wallace and Lorraine 
Anthony.

See CHEER, Page 19

For the first time in Methuen Pop Warner 
history, four cheerleading teams have qual-
ified for Nationals -- including a group of 
8-year-olds who are the youngest Methuen 
cheerleaders to go this far. Competition at 
the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex 
in Orlando, Fla., runs from Dec. 3 to 10. 

For six consecutive seasons - 2009 to 
2014 - various Methuen teams went on to 
the national level, but never four teams in 
one season. Methuen Pop Warner’s A Level 
3 team was named National Cheer Cham-
pion in the 2012 and 2013 National Dance 
and Cheer Championship. 

Methuen’s Junior Pee Wee (D) Large 
Level 1 Team, Pee Wee (C) Large Level 
1 Team, Junior Varsity (B) Small Level 
2 Team and Varsity (A) Medium Level 2 
Team have all competed three times this 
season -- EMASS Qualifier, the EMASS 
Competition and the New England Re-
gional Competition. All four were crowned 
EMASS Champions. The D, C and B teams 
placed second at New England Regionals 
and the A Team is the New England cham-
pion. Each team has earned the opportunity 
to compete for a National title, according 
to Methuen Pop Warner Vice President and 
longtime cheer coach and mentor Barbara 
Walsh.

“Everyone has worked so hard this 
season. There have been some last-minute 
injuries where teams had to re-work their 
routines right before competing and they 
still did amazing,” Walsh said. “This is 
really exciting for Methuen Pop Warner!”

All four teams are coached and cho-
reographed by some Methuen Pop Warner 
alumni: Shelby Walsh leads the D Team, 
Kayla Francis and Emily McGovern are 
with the C Team, Emily Wallace and Car-
ley DelliColli lead the B Team and Deysha 
Santiago brings experience to the A Team.

Methuen’s 82 cheerleaders and 16 

4 Pop Warner cheer teams headed to Nationals!

Most teams to ever qualify 
in 1 season for Methuen

D Team

C Team B Team
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Sports, continued from 32

Super Sarah
Sarah Dockham, 17, excels at 

cross-country and indoor/outdoor track and 
field. She also is involved in SADD, Relay 
For Life and Theatre Club, while working 
for JayGees Ice Cream and Borislow Insur-
ance Agency.

Her success on and off the track comes 
down to three qualities.

"Focus, dedication and commitment," 
explains Dockham. "It is so Important to 
have self-discipline, and be able to go the 
extra mile in training to improve in a race. 
Running is a sport that requires commit-
ment every day and in every aspect. You 
must keep your body healthy, train, drink a 
lot of water and get plenty of sleep.

"A normal day of training involves a 
warmup, stretching, speed work, and run-
ning on the track, trails or streets. I run be-
cause I love the competitiveness of the sport 
and all of the physical and mental benefits 
that come with being an athlete."

While running is very much an individu-
al endeavor, Dockham fittingly points to the 
team aspect: "I love my team and the people 
who support me. My coaches are my moti-
vation. They always help me to improve as 
a student and as an athlete.

"We have formed a bond that is un-
breakable, and I know that no matter what I 
choose to pursue in my future, my coaches 
will support me and help me to succeed."

The MIAA honor is quite special to 
Dockham. She explains, "I am so humbly 
grateful to have been recognized. Every 
day, I put my best foot forward, but to 
receive recognition from the MIAA is an 
absolutely amazing feeling. I am blessed to 
have been given this opportunity.

"I am often very busy with school, work, 
sports and extra-curriculars, but I do my 
best to prioritize my schedule and make 
time for the things that matter most to me."

Dockham competes in 5K races during 
the fall cross-country season. For indoor 
track, she competes in the 2-mile and mile 
races for indoor track and the 2 mile, 1 mile, 
and the 4x800 meter relay in outdoor. Like 
Privitera, her family plays a big role.

She relates, "My family comes to sup-
port me at every race. My dad is always 
there to train with me when I need him, and 
my two younger sisters come out even on 
cold rainy days to watch me race.

"Knowing that my family is there sup-
porting me is the greatest motivation when 
I'm running. I feel very lucky to have a 
family who gives up their time to support 
me in the sport I love." As for the future, 
Dockham looks to continue her career in 
college.

"I hope to continue running in college 
next year. I plan on going into college as 
a pre-law student and eventually go to law 
school to study corporate law. Even if it 
doesn't work out where I can run on a col-
lege team, I plan to continue my running 
to improve myself and to someday run a 
marathon, which is my goal by the time I 
turn 25."

 

Dominating Domenic
Similar to Dockham, Domenic Privitera, 

17, is a multi-faceted student athlete. He 
competes in cross-country, indoor and out-
door track, and is involved with SADD and 
the Boy Scouts of America. He also follows 
the credo of commitment.

"To succeed in track and cross-country, 
you have to commit every day to try and 
put yourself in the best position possible 
for when a meet comes around. This means 
eating healthy, drinking water throughout 
the day, and getting plenty of sleep.

"My training typically involves at least 
one long run a week, one or two workouts 
depending on how many meets we have 
that week, and runs throughout Methuen for 
the other practices.”

Privitera has a clear passion for his 
sport, and he credits his coaches for much 
of his success.

"I love to run, so being able to run every 
day and compete with my teammates drew 
me into the sport for all three seasons. My 
coaches have always pushed me to try and 
improve every practice, meet and season. 
They are my motivation in races when I 
start to doubt myself, and give me the extra 
push I need to compete better."

Privitera is still basking in the glow 
of the MIAA event and takes his packed 
schedule in stride: "I'm honored to have 

been chosen to receive recognition from the 
MIAA. It is something I will never forget. 
It's tough to balance everything, and some 
weeks make each day feel like a battle. I 
enjoy school and running, so I am always 
eager to overcome each challenge."

Competing in the mile or 2-mile in all 
three seasons, Privitera looks to his family 
for support - now and in the future. He 
relates, "My family is always there for me, 
cheering me on at almost all of my meets, 
and always pushing me to excel in school. I 
could not have been this successful without 
them.

"As of right now, I plan on studying 
civil engineering in college. I will still run 
in college, either on a team, club or on my 
own.”

Soccer stars
In April 2017, a quintet of 11- and 

12-year-old Methuen girls will experience 
soccer overseas. Hailee Pickles, Calista 
Catarius, Kiley Buckley, Ysabella Vargas 
and Jordan Kim, all fifth- and sixth-grade 
students at the Marsh and the CGS schools, 
have honed their soccer skills in Methuen 
Youth Soccer and the Seacoast United 
Storm U12 girls' soccer club team based in 
Kingston/Hampstead, N.H.  

Next spring, their team will be traveling 
with Nike Soccer Tours to England to par-
ticipate in professional training sessions, 
compete in three games and see two profes-
sional matches. 

"This is a genuine opportunity to see 
what it is like to grow up and play soccer 

in a professional environment and fully 
appreciate the passion associated with the 
game," says Paul Willis, president and CEO 
of Seacoast United Sports Club.

The girls will be accompanied by their 
coach, Ryan Powell, and some of their par-
ents. They will be staying at the Hotel Foot-
ball, owned by former Manchester United 
Football Club players. They are currently 
raising money to make the trip a reality. 
They have organized a clothing drive, used 
book sale, scratch ticket wreath raffle and 
60/40 raffle. They are also selling snacks 
and drinks each weekend at the Granite 
Fields soccer facility. In addition, they have 
secured over 50 prizes for a raffle and are 
selling tickets at one for $5 or a book of 
five for $20.

Clearly, these young athletes are taking 
responsibility for their own opportunity. 
On Jan. 20 at 7 pm, the team will hold a 
silent auction event at the Claddagh Pub 
in Lawrence. Tickets are $15 per person or 
$25 for a pair when purchased in advance, 
or $20 per person at the door. Ticket price 
includes admission, appetizers, 10 basket 
raffle tickets and entertainment by a live 
band. For tickets, contact Maria Rivera at 
u12premierstormfundraising@gmail.com 
or visit the team's Facebook page at Sea-
coast United Storm Silent Auction Event.

John Molori is an author, columnist and 
a 2011 inductee into the Methuen Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Facebook: John Molori, 
Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail molorime-
dia@gmail.com.

Methuen Pop Warner’s B White Football Team overcame many odds to be crowned Eastern Mass Champions! The season started with one of 
the veterans and starters breaking his foot, missing most of the month of August. The third game of the season, the starting quarterback 
broke his hand and, though he played other positions, he didn't snap another ball until Week 8. Toward the end of the season, another starter 
broke his thumb. With the injuries, teammates stepped up week after week. Many of the football players on this team have been together 
and led by head coach Ed McKinnon since the start of their MPW careers - some as long as six years. In addition to McKinnon, the team is com-
prised of players Nicholas Avellani, Zachary Bergeron, Braeden Carter, Anthony Castro, Anthony Chum, Aidan Coakley, Jayden Cruz, Thomas 
Fitzgerald, Joseph Gangi, Ryan Hebert, Samuel Kalivas, Lazar Kotaras, Joseph Lehman, William McKinnon, Joseph Pinto, Drew Prindle, 
Jameson Ronan, Marvin Sanz, Matthew Skaff, Zachary Tavares and Michael Wolfendale; assistant coaches Peter Avellani, Tony Castro, Bob 
Hebert, Greg Kalivas, Joe Pinto, Joe Tavares and Ralph Wolfendale; and team moms Juliette Bergeron and Sharon Tavares. Courtesy photo

B TEAM WHITE IS EMASS CHAMP!
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Firefighters visit Chapel 

SCHOOL DAYS

Fire Capt. Mike Buote and some fellow Methuen firefighters recently visited Chapel Pre-
school at First Church Congregational. The children watched a Sparky the Fire Dog video, 
learned how to Stop, Drop and Roll, and got a first-hand look at one of the department’s two 
new fire trucks. The preschoolers presented a thank-you poster to the visitors, recognizing 
members of the Methuen Fire Department as their heroes. The firefighters thanked the kids 
by letting the truck’s siren roar as they pulled out of the parking lot. Courtesy photo

Some of the Timony’s third-grade Spirit Council reps pose with posters made in celebra-
tion of World Kindness Day (Nov. 13) where students listed acts of kindness they planned 
to carry out. Shown are (from left) Owen Reilly, Alanyss Carasquillo, Allie Letourneau, Isla 
Rapazzo, William King, Anthony Angelari and Hanane Aboutoui. Courtesy photos

Timony practices 
‘Awesome Acts of Kindness’

Saying “Good morning” (with a smile) to 
three adults before lunchtime.

Holding the door open for someone.
Saying “Thank you” to every cafeteria 

worker, custodian and office worker you see 
at your school.

Students at the Timony School put these 
small acts of kindness - and many others! 
- into action last month during World Kind-
ness Day. The “Awesome Acts of Kindness” 
project was led by the Lower School’s Spirit 
Council. 

Each homeroom had a poster, listing 
six age-appropriate ways that students can 
show kindness. Students signed up for cer-
tain acts that they would carry out and all 
40 posters were on display for all to enjoy.

“The children are truly embracing it, 
asking if they can keep doing good deeds 
even though yesterday was the day we 
celebrated,” noted Spirit Council co-leader 
Stephanie Letourneau. “Of course we say 
absolutely!”

128 Marsh 4th-graders 
compete in Turkey Trot

For Marsh School fourth-graders, 
Thanksgiving means racing around the 
school for the annual Turkey Trot.

This was the school’s eighth annual 
event and 63 boys and 65 girls took 
part in the program. Led by physical 
education teachers Laurie James and 
Michelle Kulberg, the kids focused on 
cardiovascular fitness and endurance in 
preparation for the Trot.

Students either ran or walked a 
1-mile course on the school grounds 
and every participant received a Turkey 
Trot award. The student with the best 
time was Livia Lawrence who finished 
in 6 minutes, 53 seconds. Post-race, 
students had apples and Gatorade 
while sports equipment, T-shirts and 
gift certificates were raffled off.  

Here are this year’s top-5 finishers:
Boys race: First place, Shane 

Eason (7:01), second, Nicholas An-
dreottola (7:07); third, Aiden LeGrow 
(7:13); fourth, Finn Bilodeau (7:14); 
fifth, Desi Csizmadia (7:15).

Girls race: First place, Livia Law-
rence (6:53); second, Breena Lawrence 

(7:09); third, Courtnee Pickles (7:22); 
fourth, Melodie Metivier (7:53); fifth, 
Jillian Clements (8:00).

Emily Grondine shows great form!

Mota, Alexandria Palermo, Brady Quinn, 
James Tran 
Grade 9: Elaina Latino, Jamie Walsh, Yixin 
(Ethan) Zhang 

Honors 
Grade 12: Jack Bove, Heidy Castillo, 
Zachary Coleman, Olivia Deackoff, Andre 
Desharnais, William Hamilton, Emily Sain-
don, Yiran (Iris) Shi, Sean Toomey, Wenqi 
(Ryise) Tu, Langyou (Eso) Xie, Yiting 
(Susan) Zhang 
Grade 11: Yang (Sam) Ge, Shakira Hen-

riquez, Alexandra LoConte, Stephanie Mal-
donado, John Morris, Chloe Richardson, 
Olivia Schultz, Tristan Straker, Jingyun 
(Christine) Zhang, Jiaxin (Cindy) Zhong 
Grade 10: Nathaniel (Jack) Foreman, 
Hannah Gosselin, Audrey Latino, Brennah 
Norton, Kephirah Pierre, Cielo Romano, 
Britney Savage, Connor Sullivan, Kyle Sul-
livan, Shannon Whinery, Kailey Woods, 
Meghan Zeytoonian 
Grade 9: Arlette Cabral, Charlotte Car-
ter, Camilo Cordoba Escobar, Abigail 
Juknavorian, Alexis Katsoulis, Abigail Ten-
ters 

Honor Roll, continued from page 39

The top finishers pose with their ribbons. Courtesy photos
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around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen

Local pols to 
return, plus baby

Methuen’s representation in the State-
house remains unchanged following last 
month’s election.

Methuen state Rep. Linda Dean Camp-
bell, D-Methuen, won a sixth term. Her 15th 
Essex District includes parts of Methuen 
and Haverhill. She was challenged by polit-
ical newcomer and fellow Methuen resident 
Nicholas Torresi, an independent.

State Reps. Diana DiZoglio and state 
Sen. Katy Ives, who both represent select 
Methuen precincts, were unopposed. There 
was an added bonus for Ives who, along 
with husband Jeff, last month welcomed a 
new baby into their lives. Son Ronen Ives 
was born Nov. 3.

State Rep. Frank Moran, whose district 
includes Methuen’s Precinct 2, also held on 
to his seat.

Methuen’s early voting for the elec-
tion - which included decisions on presi-
dent, local representation and four ballot 
questions - was met with positive reviews 
from both voters and City Clerk Christine 
Touma-Conway. Early voting lasted for 
11 days, including one Saturday, and lured 
7,196 Methuen voters to the polls, accord-
ing to Touma-Conway. That’s a 21 percent 
early voter turnout. Overall, Methuen had 
a 71 percent voter turnout for last month’s 
election. 

 

Parking ban 
starts Dec. 1

From Dec. 1 to April 1, the City of 
Methuen’s winter parking ban will be in 
effect for overnight parking on the road-
ways. During times of inclement weather 
and when snow-removal operations will be 
in progress, the ban will be fully enforced.

Check the Police Department’s so-
cial media sites or call the winter park-
ing ban information line at (978) 983-
8643 for winter parking instructions. 

Health experts 
host seminars

Holy Family Hospital of Methuen and 

Haverhill are hosting a Meet the Expert 
series of seminars. All seminars are free and 
open to the public.

To register, e-mail jean.macdougall-tat-
tan@steward.org or call (978) 420-1168.

Dec. 6: "Pain Management" with pain 
specialist Stephanie Gianoukos at Holy 
Family’s Methuen campus, 70 East St., 6 to 
7 pm, ground-floor auditorium.

Jan. 3: "Customizing Solutions to 
Your Arthritis" with orthopedic surgeon 
Xavier Simcock at Holy Family Hospital’s 
Haverhill Campus, 140 Lincoln Ave., 6 to 7 
pm, first-floor auditorium.

 

Remembering loved 
ones at holidays

On Dec. 3, Merrimack Valley Hospice is 
hosting Coping with the Holidays & Special 
Days, for kids ages 6 to 16 who have lost a 
loved one. The program will be held from 
9:30 am to 2 pm at Merrimack Valley Hos-
pice, Riverwalk Properties, 360 Merrimack 
St., Building 9, Lawrence. To register, call 
(978) 552-4510.

MVH is also hosting Learning to Live 
with Loss on Wednesdays from 5 to 6:30 
pm through Dec. 14 at Merrimack Valley 
Hospice, Riverwalk Properties, 360 Mer-
rimack Street, Building 9, Lawrence. To 
register, call (978) 552-4510.

Beacon Hospice of Methuen offers 
“Coping with Grief During the Holidays.” 
If you are dealing with the loss of a loved 
one during this holiday season, come join 
this group for support in a confidential en-
vironment. They will discuss coping strat-
egies to deal with the pressure this season 
can cause you. The two-week session will 
be held Dec. 14 and 21 from 6 to 7:30 pm 
in a Methuen location. Free but registration 
is required. Please call Lu Bonanno, Beacon 
Hospice, at (978) 837-3333 for additional 
information and to register.

 

Immunization 
schedule

If you’re an adult in need of a vaccine, 
the city’s Health Department offers monthly 
Adult Immunization Clinics at the Quinn 
Building, 90 Hampshire St.

Vaccines offered include TDAP (teta-
nus, diphtheria and Pertussis); Hepatitis B; 
measles, mumps and rubella; and chicken 
pox. This clinic does not accept insurance 
and the fee depends on the vaccine you are 
receiving.

This program is by appointment only. 
Call Amy Ewing at (978) 983-8661 to re-
serve your spot.

 

New life for 
your old glasses

The Methuen Lions Club has partnered 
with Nevins Library to help those in need 
of eye glasses.

A drop-off center for used prescription 
and reading glasses has been set up at the 
library, near the main desk. For nearly 

CITY TAX COLLECTOR RETIRES

Ann Guastaferro has retired after 15 years as Methuen’s tax collector/treasurer. She worked 
in Lawrence Public Schools for 15 years where she was a project manager for five new 
schools and assisted in the design of the high school. She then went to work as Methuen’s 
treasurer/collector, becoming certified in both principals and serving on the state Treasur-
er's Advisory Board for eight years. She has been a member of the Methuen High School 
Building Committee, Presentation of Mary Academy’s Board of Trustees and St. Rita's Com-
mittee. Guastaferro has been on the Festival of Trees Board of Directors and will continue 
to serve as president of the Festival of Trees where she works diligently to restore and pre-
serve local sites of historical significance. In retirement, she’s looking forward to spending 
even more time with her two young grandsons. Shown are (from left) state Reps. Frank 
Moran and Linda Dean Campbell, Guastaferro and City Councilor Ron Marsan, at Guastafer-
ro’s retirement party. Methuen native Jacqueline (Crane) Cuomo will replace Guastaferro as 
tax collector/treasurer. Courtesy photo

Sen. Kathleen O'Connor Ives and her hus-
band Jeff welcomed their first child - a son 
named Ronen Ives - Nov. 3. Courtesy photo

100 years, Lions members have worked 
on projects designed to prevent blindness, 
restore eyesight and improve eye health and 
eye care for hundreds of millions of people 
worldwide.

Help needed 
with Rosary, Bingo

Methuen Village assisted-living facility 
is looking for volunteers to lead a Rosary 
group and volunteers to call Bingo in the 
evenings. 

Please call Anne Lafortune, En-
richedLIFE director, at (978) 685-2220 or 

e-mail at alafortune@methuenvillage.com 
if interested.

 

Harmony Week 
seeks volunteers

Methuen Harmony Week 2017 needs 
volunteers for events including a Commu-
nity Breakfast, an interfaith church service, 
a cultural concert, a multi-cultural food fes-
tival, and a symposium on race and cultural 
diversity. Harmony Week is scheduled for 
Feb. 11 to 19. To get involved, call Tony 
Jones at (978) 686-4070.

• Soroptimist International of Haverhill/
Merrimack Valley meets the third Wednes-
day of every month at The Roma in Haver-
hill. Social hour is 5:30 to 6 pm, followed 
by the meeting. New members are always 
welcome. Soroptimist (Best for Women) 
is an international volunteer organization 
for business and professional women who 
work on projects that improve the lives of 
women and girls in local communities and 
throughout the world. Info: Judith Holmes, 
(978) 421-6587 or wjholmes42@comcast.

net. 
• Surviving Suicide Loss: The Samar-
itans of Merrimack Valley runs support 
groups for survivors of suicide loss called 
Safe Place. It is a safe place to talk, lis-
ten, cry, be silent, grieve, be accepted, 
be understood, and offer acceptance and 
understanding to someone else in need.  
Meetings are held the second and fourth 
Tuesday at St. Michael Parish, 196 N. Main 
St., North Andover, from 7 to 8:30 pm. 

CALENDAR
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Authors with Methuen ties release books
Four authors - each with a special connection to Methuen - recently released new books. Here’s a peek at each new read.

Title:  “Adventures in Handom”
Author and Illustrator: John Miller
Plot: The science-fiction children’s book started as a series 
of stories and characters the author created when he was 
a little boy. The most common tic among autistic children 
is hand flapping. Playing with his hands, he would act 
out stories and frame private movies. Several years later, 
John’s mother Lauren asked him about his stories, which 
John narrated for her. Last spring John and his mom 
worked on the characters and shaped the story which pits 
good versus evil.
 In the small, colorful colony of Handom on the planet H13, hand-shaped broth-
ers Bob and Tony assist colony leader Capt. Hank in converting the captain’s evil brother 
Col. Arnold to the good side. But first they must locate the ancient statue that has special 
powers. Each page contains illustrations by the author. 
About the author: Methuen resident John Miller, 17, is a junior at the Greater Lawrence 
Technical School studying Graphics. Diagnosed with autism at age 5, 

he participated in Special Olym-
pics where he won gold medals 
in track and field and gymnas-
tics. He also received his black 
belt in Tae Kwon Do.
Where to get the book: Dec. 
10, 3 to 6pm at Orange Leaf 
Frozen Yogurt at the Loop, 90 
Pleasant St., Methuen; snlmill-
er@comcast.net; http://www.
ellasway.com/spotlight.html
Pages: 32
Price: $12

Title: “Heaven Can Wait”
Author: Joseph G. Kalil, DDS
Plot: Written to inspire, motivate and entertain, the 99 poems 
fall under the categories of Aging, Entertaining, Family, Hol-
idays, Inspirational, Life, Love, Nature, Prayers, Travel and 
Something Special. 
About the 
author: Re-
tired Methuen 
dentist and 
past presi-
dent of the 

Massachusetts Dental Society, Dr. 
Kalil occupies his time with poetry, 
music and photography. A member of 
the Grey Court Poets, his poetry has 
been published in newspapers, mag-
azines, books and journals. His poem 
“The Dentist’s Prayer” was accepted 
by the American Dental Association 
as the “Primary Parameter of Care” 
for dentists’ treatment of patients.  
Where to get the book: Signed by 
the author on Dec. 10, 12 to 2 pm 
at Nevins Memorial Library, 305 
Broadway, Methuen; Amazon.com; 
Pear Tree Publishing
Pages: 141
Price: $15

Title: “Of Mixed Blood”
Author: Ron Penczak
Plot: Set primarily in Korea during the 1960s, the story 
demonstrates that love triumphs. The protagonist Mike Temple 
is a successful married businessman being considered for a 
high-level government position. He is forced to review his life 
when he receives a letter from a teenager in Korea claiming to 
be his daughter. Readers go back in time with Mike, reliving his 
time in Korea and his affair with a waitress, Yun-Jin. Mike re-
turns to Korea in the present to meet his daughter. This is a tale 
about the U.S. Army in Korea, the cultural aspect of Korean 

customs, and 
the societal is-
sues of
mixed-blood children in Korea and ro-
mance.
About the author: Mr. Penczak moved 
to Methuen at age 11, graduating from 
Tenney High School in 1957. Now 
a resident of Salem, N.H., he began 
writing the novel in 1964. Much of the 
novel was inspired by true events. He 
lived in Korea and the Far East for 10 
years. While single, he dated a woman 
who was the mother of a mixed-blood 
child. Currently a member of the 
Rockingham Writer’s Exchange, he is 
working on his second novel.
Where to get the book: Available in 
ebook format (Nook, iPad, etc.) and in 
paperback on Amazon.com and barne-
sandnoble.com 
Pages: 325
Price: $12.95

Title: Journey/Secret Agent Man
Author: “Richard Saunders”
Plot: The futuristic short story “Journey” starts with astronauts landing on a desolate 
Earth where they discover a time capsule that contains the novel SecretAgentMan. In 
the novel of “fictionalized” history, Lawrence Ronald Howard -- whose life often mir-
rors the author’s -- has brushes with characters representing former Gov. Bill Weld, “Da 
Vinci Code” author Dan Brown and businessman Donald Trump. The final chapters are 
accounts of Ron’s 2007 legal 
action against Trump and the 
producers of the “The Ap-
prentice” which was ultimate-
ly settled out of court.
About the author: Rich-
ard Saunders, who uses the 
pen name Mykl Walsh, was 
born in Methuen, grew up 
in the Glen Forest section, 
and was a frequent visitor to 
the Stephen Barker School 
playground, Methuen ski 
tow, Forest Lake and Haig’s 
miniature golf and go-carts. 
This is the first of a poten-
tial series by Saunders, who 
now lives in southern New 
Hampshire.
Where to get the book: 
Signed by the author at the 
Salem Barnes & Noble on 
Dec. 16 from 6 to 9 pm; 
Dec. 17 and 18 from 2 to 9 
pm; Amazon.com; Target.
com
Pages: 151
Price: $19.35




















