
























MethuenLifeNovember, 2016 13

The trees and brush have vanished and 
thousands of yards of soil are being redis-
tributed, prompting curious motorists to 
wonder if more residences are planned for 
the long-vacant plot of land on Pleasant 
Valley Street across from the Summit Place 
apartments.

Andover Consultants owner Bill Ma-
cLeod explained all the recent activity.

“Apartments are not going there; it’s a 
commercial site,” he said. “We’re putting 
up retaining walls, grading the site, install-
ing drainage and getting it pad ready. It’s 
more marketable.”

MacLeod purchased the parcel, which 
slopes down to Route 213, about 15 years 
ago. He is now managing the property and 
overseeing the transformation for his son 
who now owns the land.

After trees and brush were removed, 
bulldozers were brought in to grade the site, 
which is classified as Highway Business 
District.

“It’s 11 acres but we’re going to pre-

serve about 7 acres of it as conservation 
land and habitat,” said MacLeod. “We’ve 

pretty much balanced it,” meaning earth 
was moved around to create a large, flat 

area. No soil was trucked away.
MacLeod said he designed the space 

to accommodate a 24,000-square-foot re-
tail building, plus a separate free-standing 
building such as a bank. He said a restau-
rant would also be a good fit for the site. 
Approximately 150 parking spaces are part 
of the plan. 

McLeod expects to lease the land rather 
than sell it.

He said that once the land is leveled, a 
potential lessee could have building(s) con-
structed in as little as six months.

“We’ve done the hard part. We have the 
site designed and the permitting done and 
the site work done. This would add to the 
commercial tax base,” he said.

Just west on Pleasant Valley Street, next 
to Target, a six-level, 175-unit apartment 
complex has been proposed. Some neigh-
bors have attended public meetings on the 
project, saying it will negatively impact 
traffic, schools and property values.  
  -- Steve Whipple 

Cleared land on PV Street now ‘more marketable’ for retail

A bulldozer moves large piles of dirt as part of the balancing of 4 acres of commercial 
property on Pleasant Valley Street, across the street from Summit Place apartments. The 
land has been cleared and graded to make it more marketable for someone to construct a 
retail store or restaurant.

By Darrell Halen 
MethuenLife Writer 

When a large group of people gathered 
at a recent golf tournament to raise money 
to help cancer patients and researchers, they 
heard inspiring words from a young, accom-
plished Methuen golfer who beat death in 
his own fight against the disease.

Mike Mottola, 27, is in remission from 
Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma, a cancer 
of B cells, a type of white blood cell respon-
sible for producing antibodies.

He told his story of fighting the disease 
when he served as the keynote speaker at the 
Sunrise to Sunset Jimmy Fund Golf Tourna-
ment, an all-day golf fund-raiser at The In-
ternational Golf Club in Bolton on Oct. 17.

The event, according to Mottola, raised 
more than $110,000.

"The research they do is really impact-
ful," Mottola said of the Jimmy Fund, which 
supports the fight against cancer in adults 
and children at the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute in Boston. "They wanted me to tell 
my story because of the great impact Da-
na-Farber had on my life and because of my 
connection to golf, to tie in what I've gone 
through, and how golf has helped me get 
through that time."

Diagnosed at age 25 in October 2014, 
Mottola's treatment included chemotherapy 
and a stem-cell transplant. A popular grad-
uate of Saint Anselm College, where he 
earned a degree in financial economics and 
later worked in banking, Mottola saw friends 
from high school, college and through golf 
rally around him when he got sick.

A GoFundMe page, created by a college 
friend and Mottola's sister Jennifer, has 

raised more than $22,000 - through dona-
tions from 285 people - in two years.

Mottola believes that the loving support 
he received from people - many of them 
came to the hospital when he was in a med-

Cancer survivor Mike Mottola, shown with 
his mother Rosemary Mottola and his aunt 
Maureen DiFrancesco, was presented with a 
Top Fundraiser trophy at last month’s Sun-
rise to Sunset Jimmy Fund Golf Tournament 
where he placed third out of 117 golfers. 
Photo courtesy of the Jimmy Fund

What coma? Cancer survivor still has winning swing
Mottola tells his story, takes 
3rd at Jimmy Fund golf tourney

ically-induced 10-day coma to say goodbye 
to him because he was not expected to sur-
vive - helped him beat the disease.

"A lot of people cared about my cause, 
what I was going through," said Mottola, 
whose parents, Joseph and Rosemary, were 
told by doctors that they didn't expect their 
son to survive. "People from Methuen were 
driving into Boston and basically saying 
goodbye to me. The waiting room at the 
ICU was filled with people."

"There's no doubt in my mind that all 
those people coming to tell me how much 
they love me is why after three days of 
(doctors) telling my parents there's nothing 
they can do any more, that's why I kept 
fighting and why I eventually came out of 
that coma," he continued. "It took seven 
days after that, but every day I slowly got 
better and better. What my doctors were 
telling my mom and dad was that they 
weren't doing anything. It was all me fight-
ing and just kind of like the desire to live."

Mottola's popularity is surely linked to 
his personality -- he refers to himself as a 
"center of attention" kind of guy.

"I like to make people laugh. I like to 
make them feel good," he said while smil-
ing. "I don't mind making a joke, I don't 
mind being the butt of a joke. I don't mind 
talking. I have trouble stopping talking, I 
guess, my major flaw."

Mottola golfed four years at Pelham 
(N.H.) High School, where he was also 
a member of the Class I boys basketball 
championship team, and at St. Anselm Col-
lege. During a semester spent on the Uni-
versity of Tampa's golf team, he improved 
from a four handicap to a plus-1 handicap.

He was one of the top high school golf-
ers in New Hampshire and won the New 
Hampshire Junior Amateur Tournament 
about 10 years ago.

To date, he has achieved seven holes-

in-one, including one at the ninth hole at 
Merrimack Valley Golf Course - a place 
where he enjoyed golfing and spending 
time with the owners and staff when he was 
a kid - just last May.

"It's you beating the course," he said of 
his love of the game. "It's not about you 
beating someone else … it's really about 
what you can accomplish when you're out 
there."

The sport has played - and continues to 
play - an important role in his life.

"What it's done for me is to allow me 
to have a competitive outlet," Mottola said. 
"Because of the nerve damage in my legs I 
can no longer play basketball. I can't - be-
cause of the nerve damage in my right arm 
- throw a football anymore. But I can still 
get out on that golf course and golf."

He credits treatment, including low-
er-back injections, with his maintaining a 
top-notch golf swing.

At the Jimmy Fund golf tournament, 
Mottola placed third out of 117 participants. 
His speech was delivered to approximately 
150 people, including golfers, cancer survi-
vors, people battling cancer and people who 
lost loved ones to the disease.  

"They wanted me to deliver that mes-
sage," said Mottola of the organizers who 
invited him to speak, about the importance 
of golf to him. "To give some people 
fighting (cancer) hope. Give some people 
who are already fund-raising that extra 
motivation to continue fund-raising and to 
continue working."

He knew, after delivering his speech, 
that he had made an impact on the audience.

"The people I met were amazing. People 
were coming up to me afterwards saying I 
inspired them, they were crying," he said. 
"In this speech, I made them laugh at the 
start and cry at the end."
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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
For 15 years — from the Loop’s incep-

tion until her retirement in October 2015 
— Gayle Nigro oversaw the success of the 
Methuen Mall’s successor.

She welcomed new businesses, promot-
ed the many restaurants and stores, and 
made the sure the holiday season was fun 
for patrons, complete with hay rides, car-
olers and even appearances by “Frozen” 
characters.

Within a couple weeks of her retirement, 
Nigro was diagnosed with a brain tumor that 
would take her life Feb. 27 of this year. 

Exactly seven months since her death, a 
handful of businesses recently saw to it that 
Nigro’s presence remains. A granite bench 
in her memory was added to a grassy area 
at the Loop overlooking a tree and the water 
fountain.

Dozens of family members, friends and 
colleagues from Wilder Company, which 
owns the Loop, attended a short tribute and 
the unveiling of the bench.

Nigro’s widower Paul Nigro, daughter 
Hallie and son David were among the many 
people in attendance who heard how special 
Nigro was.

“We opened the shopping center in 2000 
... we faced a lot of challenges but Gayle 
was a steady force who just dealt with it,” 
said David Mallen, one of the partners in 
the Wilder Group. “She did it with a smile 

that made her a very 
special person. We’re 
just so appreciative of 
all she did for us.”

“This bench is 
so appropriate. It’s a 
tribute to Gayle, and 
it looks out at the tree 
planted in honor of 
her grandson CJ. You 
think you know some-
one for 15 years, then 
I discovered she had 
this need for speed,” 
said Mallen, glancing 
at the Kona Blue Shelby GT500 Mustang 
convertible parked a few feet away. “Part 
of her passion was sitting with her beloved 
husband in ‘Shelbina.’ ”

Colizzi Memorials provided the granite 
bench, inscribed with “Remembering Gayle 
Anderson Nigro, Loop General Manager 
2000-2015.”

Mallen added, “We dedicate this bench 
in appreciation of her life and all she has 
done.”

Paul Nigro said, “I’ll be able to come 
down here and sit on the bench and talk to 
her. No one came between her and family, 
but work became part of her family.”

Hallie Twomey and her husband John 
came down from Maine for the service.

“My mom gave 110 percent every day 
and she would love this tribute,” Hallie said.

Bench memorializes Loop’s 1st general manager

Family members gather around the newly dedicated bench to Gayle Nigro and her 15 years 
as general manager of the loop. Shown (from left) are son-in-law John Twomey, colleague 
Shelley Kobrenski, son David Keene, daughter Hallie Twomey, stepson Greg Nigro and hus-
band Paul Nigro.              Photo by Steve Whipple

Dozens of people gathered on a misty day in the Margarita’s parking lot as the bench was 
dedicated to late general manager of the Loop, Gayle Nigro.

Gayle Nigro

Foster Kids of the Merrimack Valley honored two out-
standing community partners recently at the 11th an-
niversary Hero Awards Dinner at Michael's Function 
Hall in Haverhill. Chief Operating Officer Diana Dungan 
accepted the Hero Award on behalf of Comfort Home 
Care, a skilled home-health agency in Methuen, for their 
ongoing generosity and support of many FKMV projects. 
At left are John and Odette Cook, Dungan and Kate Cook, 
all of Comfort Home Care. Jeffrey Ives of Newburyport 
was the Hero Award recipient in the Individual Category. 
He is the author of “Ward of the State,” the life story of 
foster child Larry Giordano, who is the founder of FKMV. 
Through his generosity, Ives received no compensation 
for his time and talent spent working on the book. All 
proceeds from the book’s sale go directly toward children 
currently in foster care, creating an ongoing stream of 
financial support. At right are Hero Awards emcee Marc 
Lemay, Giordano and Ives. Courtesy photos
 

HERO AWARDS
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Sports, continued from 32

band, and watched my own children move 
through the program. I am lucky to have a 
dedicated board. We are grateful for this op-
portunity to serve the community and pride 
ourselves on the hard work we dedicate to 
the kids."

According to Osorio, MYSA offers both 
In-Town and Travel leagues. The In-Town 
covers ages 2 through 13. Travel tryouts 
take place each May and include U10 to 
U14 teams. Travel teams are eligible to 
qualify for the Essex County and Massa-
chusetts Youth Soccer tournaments every 
spring. Currently, MYSA has 600 to 800 
In-Town participants and 200 to 300 Travel 
players."

Beyond all of the numbers and stats, 
MYSA remains dedicated to a higher 
mission. Says Osorio, "We grant college 
scholarships to graduating seniors, and do-
nate New England Revolution tickets to 
Methuen schools to help support their own 
fundraising efforts. 

"We take part in the Festival of Trees 
and hope to get involved with the Santa 
Parade. We provide a safe, fun, all-inclusive 
place for kids of all ages to play with friends 
from Methuen and from surrounding towns. 
We encourage team spirit, outdoor exercise, 
friendship, community and fun all through 
the beautiful game of soccer. We look for-
ward to the next 30 years."

MYSA registration for the spring season 

runs from Oct. 1 to March 1. Fall regis-
tration runs from May 1 to Aug. 1. Visit 
methuensoccer.org for more information 
and congratulations to MYSA for 30 years 
of great service and soccer for the children 
of Methuen.

Ranger Roundup
Colleen Shannon is the new girls' in-

door track 
head coach at 
Methuen High 
School. She 
graduated from 
Andover High 
School in 2009 
and competed 
in indoor and 
outdoor track, 
as well as cross 
country. She 
graduated from 
Penn State with a kinesiology degree in 
2013 and competed in indoor/outdoor track 
with the Nittany Lions. Shannon has been 
an assistant track coach at both Methuen 
High School and Andover High School.
 
John Molori is an author, columnist, and 
a member of the Methuen Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Facebook: John Molori, Twitter @
MoloriMedia. E-mail molorimedia@gmail.
com.

Colleen Shannon.

A rainy Sunday morning could not stop 
the 45 participants in last month’s Methuen 
High 5K Run/Walk/Kids Fun Run. The 
event wrapped up the Methuen Community 
Festival weekend.

Awards were presented to the top three 
male and female runners.

Here’s the full list of champions from 
that day:

Top overall winner: Lucas Parsons, 
17:23. Lucas is an alumni of Methuen High 
School and current assistant cross-country 
coach.

Top female: Anne Gutmann, 21:54.
Age 17 and under, male: 1. Kyle 

Salvo, age 12, 20:56; 2. Alex Forgione, age 
12, 22:26; 3. Zach Doherty, age 16, 22:29.

Age 17 and under, female: tied for first 
place, Megan Bergeron, age 13, 29:14 and 

Julia Carter, age 17, 29:14; tied for second, 
Jennifer Dockham, age 12, 30:51, and Ei-
lleen Kelly, age 11, 30:51.

Male 18-29 winner: Devin Allen, 
18:35.

Male 30-39 winner: Anthony Ellis, 
21:34.

Male 40-49 winner: Rick St. Onge, 
23:07.

Male 50-59 winner: Dave Dunham, 
18:42.

Male 60-69 winner: Ed “Hoppy” Cur-
ran, 39:01.

Female winner 18-39: Joanna Fawcett, 
31:16.

Female winner 40-49: Linda Brodette, 
24:22.

Female winner 50-59: Rosalie 
Moschitto, 28:36.

Runners take off at last month’s Methuen High 5K, held during the Methuen Community 
Festival. Courtesy photo 

Dozens hit the road for MHS 5K

• Children Who Witness Domestic 
Violence Program: Thanks to funding 
from both the Mass. Department of So-
cial Services and the Mass. Office of Vic-
tim Assistance (through a VOCA Grant), 
Holy Family’s Family Safety Project pro-
vides both individual and group treat-
ment services to children ages 3 to 17 
who have been exposed to violence in 
the home. Treatment is also available to 
the non-offending parent. All treatment 
services are provided free of charge. 
Info: Michele Penta, (978) 989-9361. 
• The Circle of Hope: If you are the 
loved one of an addict, you’ve probably 
felt shame, fear, anger, helplessness 
and like you had no one to talk to. You 
may have been lied to, had things stolen 
and even come up with money to keep 
your loved one out of trouble. We have 
all made the same mistakes. Circle of 

Hope meets every Monday, 6:30 pm 
at the Methuen Police Station. To find 
out more, call Phil at (978) 557-9235. 
• Diabetes Support Groups: A free 
support group for individuals with dia-
betes offered at Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen. Groups take place every other 
month on the second Thursday in the ra-
diology classroom, 70 East St., Methuen. 
For info about upcoming groups or to 
register, call (978) 687-0156, ext. 2161. 
• Elder Services of the Merrimack 
Valley has a number of programs 
that provide critical support and ser-
vices to older adults, which are op-
erated solely by a dedicated team 
of volunteers. If you are interested 
in learning more about our volun-
teer programs please contact Renee 
Baker, Volunteer Program manager, 
(978) 946-1463 or rbaker@esmv.org.  

CALENDAR

Dressed in a pink and purple floral 
blouse, white slacks and sneakers, Yvonne 
Ouellette patiently awaited her lunch date, 
a vase of colorful roses and a balloon at 
her side.

This Nevins Nursing Home resident 
has some experience with birthdays.

Why, just 104 years ago — on Oct. 19, 
1912 — Yvonne was born at a home on 
Margin Street in Lawrence.

“I’ve had a good life. My mother and 
father used to work in the Wood Mills,” 
said Ouellette, who would work for de-
cades as a stitcher in a Lawrence shoe 
factory. “I like Essex Street but I don’t go 
there much. I used to go to Bon Marche to 
buy my clothes.”

Yvonne and her husband Walter had 
four children — Joan, Helen, Walter and 
Ernest.

According to her grandson Brian, Ouel-
lette lived with Ernest and his family for 
13 years on Hampstead Street prior to 
moving into the Nevins in 2013.

“She’s very much with it and still stays 
active,” said Brian. “She can play Gin 
Rummy and 45s and Scat and loved to 
crochet (until recently).”

She still drove up until her early 90s.
“She’d jump in her car and go shopping 

at the malls. If you meet her, you’d be sur-
prised how spunky she is,” he said.

He added that well into her senior 
years, she still enjoyed getting behind 
the wheel of the bumper cars at Salisbury 
Beach and careening into other cars.

These days she and her walker are com-

At 104, Yvonne Ouellette 
loves card games, exercise

mon sights around the nursing home, as she 
insists on getting her exercise. Especially 
when that walk leads to the bingo playing 
area.

On her birthday, an unusually balmy 
Wednesday, Ouellette was dressed up, 
awaiting family members to take her on a 
planned day out.

“Today I’m going to a restaurant but I 
don’t know which one yet. Wherever they 
go, I’ll go,” she said.
  Steve Whipple

On her 104th birthday, Methuen resident 
Yvonne Ouellette patiently waits for her 
visitors.

We're online. Visit www.MethuenLife.com
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SCHOOL BRIEFS

BUSINESS BRAVOS

     
  

Tom Zappala and Mike Lomazzo, co-
hosts of the popular “Sicilian Corner” radio 
show on Eagle Radio 1110 and WCAP 980, 
were presented with The Italian Heritage 
Media Award recently at a gala event at 
the Statehouse. Hosted by Speaker of the 
House Robert DeLeo and Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito, to a capacity audience, the event 
marked the 17th anniversary of October 
as Italian Heritage Month in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. 

The Italian Heritage Media award is 
given annually to a media personality who 
helps perpetuate Italian traditions and cul-
ture. It was presented to Zappala and 
Lomazzo by Nicola De Santis, the Consul 
General of Italy in Boston, and the Italian 
Heritage Committee. A popular, humorous 
show, “The Sicilian Corner” has been on 
the air for 14 years. During that time, the 
show has interviewed many local Ital-
ian-American businesses, national enter-
tainers and celebrities such as Jay Leno, 
Al Martino, Tony DeMarco, Rico Petro-
celli and Mary Ann Esposito. They have 
also spotlighted events for many non-profit 
Italian-American organizations throughout 
Greater Boston. 

"We are truly honored to receive this 
award," said Lomazzo. "We are accom-
plishing our goal of making people forget 
about the craziness in the world today, and 
to sit back for a few hours and smile."

Zappala commented, "Both of us, along 
with our great producer Lou Blasi, have al-

ways used the mantra, if you can't make fun 
of yourself, don't make fun of anyone. We 
poke fun at ourselves continuously, while 
mixing in discussions on great food, enter-
tainment and all things Italian. We certainly 
do not take ourselves seriously, but in the 
end, we have some great conversations and 
a great time."

“The Sicilian Corner” is currently look-
ing into expanding into other radio markets 
to broaden its audience. However, both 
Zappala and Lomazzo say they will always 
be part of the Eagle Radio family and both 
are especially thankful to station owner Pat 
Costa for allowing them to "step up to the 
plate and take a swing."

You can listen to “The Sicilian Corner” 
live every Friday from 9 am to noon on 
Eagle Radio 1110AM, WCAP 980AM, 
eagleradio1110.com and Tune In Radio. 
Podcasts of previous shows can be heard 
on eagleradio1110.com.

 

City’s seventh 
Dollar shop opens

The Dollar Store opened at the Azores 
Plaza, 280 Merrimack St., on Oct. 12. 
The large commercial building, owned by 
Cafua Management (which operates many 
area Dunkin’ Donuts franchises), has been 
mainly vacant since being built a couple 
years ago. Add this new store to Methuen’s 
two Dollar Trees, three Family Dollars and 
one Dollar General.

Nicola De Santis (center), consul general of Italy in Boston, presents The Italian Heritage 
Media Award to “Sicilian Corner” co-hosts Tom Zappala (left) and Mike Lomazzo. Courtesy 
photo

‘Sicilian Corner’ radio show honored at Statehouse

The Methuen High Performing Arts 
Center is buzzing as students from the high 
school theater program find themselves in 
the final weeks of rehearsal for the upcom-
ing production of “Beauty and the Beast.” 
Led by seniors Cristian Ramos (The Beast), 
Cat Janos (Belle) and Andrew DiLeo (Gas-
ton), the production promises to follow 
in the footsteps of last year’s enormously 
successful “Shrek the Musical.” 

The Methuen High School theater pro-
gram has enjoyed a resurgence in the past 
two years with the building of the audi-
torium, the addition of a full-time theater 
teacher and an influx of highly motivated 
theater arts students. Over 70 students are 
involved in the production of “Beauty and 
The Beast” including a cast of 50 and 20 
crew members. Along with dancing, sing-
ing and acting, students are also responsible 
for building the set, designing the lighting, 
creating costumes and publicity.

Rounding out the lead cast of characters 
are Elijah Mejia (Maurice), Julia Sugden 
(Lafou), Valentina Nkwantah (Babette), 
Allie Karavias (Mrs. Potts), Devyn White 
(The Wardrobe), Nick Lacroix (Cogsworth) 

and Cameron Woodman (Lumiere).
Be sure to come see this outstanding 

production of “Beauty and The Beast” on 
Nov. 17 and 18 at 7 pm and Nov. 19 at 2 
pm and 7 pm. A special event for kids is 
planned for the Saturday matinee. There 
will be a "talk back" where kids can meet 
the actors, ask questions, and get a tour of 
the set and backstage.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $6 for stu-
dents and seniors, and a special price of $5 
for kids at the Saturday matinee. Tickets 
can be purchased at www.brownpapertick-
et.com or during student lunches the week 
of the show.  

 

Tenney hosting 
Mock Election

The Tenney School is using this month’s 
presidential race to teach Upper Schoolers 
about the election process. Classroom dis-
cussions have focused on voting and leader-
ship, and families have been encouraged to 

Be our guest! MHS theater troupe invites you to ‘Beauty & the Beast’

Led by seniors Cat Janos (Belle), Cristian Ramos (The Beast) and Andrew DiLeo (Gaston), the 
Methuen High theater program’s production of “Beauty and the Beast” hits the MHS stage 
Nov. 17 and 18. Courtesy photoSee SCHOOL BRIEFS, Page 47
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By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

Just hours before presidential candidates 
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump were to 
face off in their first one-on-one debate, 
dozens of Methuen High students registered 
to vote.

The non-partisan Greater Haverhill 
League of Women Voters teamed with 
MHS’ student-led Society of Democrats 
and Republicans and helped students fill out 
the official forms during lunch periods Sept. 
26. This was the first time — since former 
Gov. Deval Patrick signed an election-re-
form law in 2014 — that 16- and 17-year-
olds are allowed to register, although they 
won’t be able to cast their first ballot until 
after their 18th birthday. Organizers said 
that 32 students between the ages of 16 and 
17 pre-registered, 24 students who are 18 
and will vote this November registered, and 
25 students were given registration forms 
to complete at home and mail to City Hall.

Senior Amber Rico, 18, registered “be-
cause I want to be more involved with 
politics. Right now, I just debate with my 

dad but I really want to help choose the next 
president,” she said.

She said she didn’t want to get locked 
into voting for a particular party so she reg-
istered “neutral.”

Senior Grissel Richardson, 17, took ad-
vantage of the early sign-ups even though 
she’ll need to wait four more years to cast 
her first vote for U.S. president.

“When the time comes, I’ll be ready,” 
she said.

State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell, 
D-Methuen, helped organize the event. 
MHS students with the Society of Demo-

crats and Republicans — including Pamela 
Jimenez, Mariella Mendez, Ravyn Dallaire, 
Jacob Greer and Nika Nguyen — assisted 
fellow students with paperwork.

Carole Pelchat, president of the GHLWV, 
said her group was in the process of visiting 
several area high schools including Haver-
hill High and Lawrence High. She noted 
that groups like GHLWV, MASS Vote and 
others “worked our butts off” to pass the 
pre-registration law.

“If they’re registered, they’re more in-
clined to vote when the time comes,” she 
said.

Roz McKeon, also of the GHLWV, said 
that registering high school students “is a 
wonderful idea, allowing them to be more 
civic-minded.” 

She said the Methuen students were ask-
ing lots of great questions about registering, 
the differences between the political parties 
and how the process works.

But one registrant really stood out: It 
was a school visitor, “born in 1950, who 
just registered to vote for the first time. That 
was moving!”

Election Day is Nov. 8.

SCHOOL DAYS

MHS senior Rahima Mendez, 18, registers to 
vote with help from Greater Haverhill League 
of Women Voters President Carole Pelchat. 

Dozens of MHS students register to vote

Members of the MHS Society of Democrats and Republicans, along with the Greater Haverhill League of Women Voters and state officials, 
worked together at the registration held in the MHS cafeteria.                         Photos by Melissa Fili

St. Monica’s showers pets with blessings
Dogs, cats, guinea pigs, hamsters - and plenty 

of “stuffed” pets - accompanied their owners to St. 
Monica’s School last month, where they received a 
blessing in honor of the Feast of St. Francis.

Parochial Vicar John Cassani performed the 
Blessing of the Animals in the school parking lot, 
where school families and parishioners had gathered 
prior to the start of the school day. St. Francis of As-
sisi (1181 to 1226) was the patron saint of animals 
and ecology.

As Cassani spanned the lot and sprinkled holy 
water, many students held their stuffed animals in 
the air in an attempt to “catch” a few drops.

The owner of an adorably rambunctious pooch 
named Mulligan - who was a stray before finding his 
forever home - had a special request for the priest.

“Can you bless him twice, Father? He really 
needs it!” Mulligan’s owner laughed. Snickers the Pomeranian feels the love of seventh-graders (from 

left) Isabella Manzi, his owner Alexis DeMattia, Hannah McDonald, 
Krista Maroun and Katie Nguyen.                      Photos by Melissa Fili

Both real and stuffed pets - and even a few students - were 
blessed with drops of holy water, courtesy of Father Cassani. 
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around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen
Anti-drug crusaders 

win Exchange honor
The Methuen Ex-

change Club will 
have its 22nd annu-
al Awards Dinner on 
Nov. 16 at the Mer-
rimack Valley Golf 
Club, 210 Howe St.

The club is proud 
to announce the 2016 
Book of Golden Deeds 

winner: The Merrimack 
Valley Prevention and 
Substance Abuse Proj-

ect led by Methuen’s Phil Lahey. Lahey and 
his group provide valuable services to those 
individuals and families dealing with sub-
stance abuse. They offer support, education 
and referrals for professional services.

Others to be honored that night include a 
Police Officer of the Year, Firefighter of the 
Year, as well as a business and an individual 
who proudly fly the American flag daily.  

Cocktails will be at 5:30 pm, with dinner 
starting promptly at 6:45 pm. Tickets for 
the dinner are $40. To attend, contact Linda 
Buell at (978) 618-1828 or Jack MacLeod at 
(978) 314-5081.

 

Santa Parade  
is Nov. 19

The Methuen Santa Parade will be Nov. 
19, stepping off at 1 pm.

There will be floats, bands, clowns, 
dance and gymnastics demonstrations, and 
more. Route begins on Pelham Street, left 
on Lowell, right on Hampshire, cross over 
Broadway to Charles St., to Pleasant St., 
right on Pleasant View ending at Nicholson 
Stadium.

Have a group interested in marching? 
Contact Jill Stakelin at (978) 983-8578 or 
jkstackelin@ci.methuen.ma.us.

 

Night of beauty 
for cancer patients

Through its partnership with the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, Holy Family Hospital 
in Methuen will host Look Good ... Feel 
Better, a two-hour workshop for women 
receiving chemotherapy or radiation treat-
ments, on Nov. 7 from 2 to 4 pm. Join a 
cosmetologist for an evening of hands-
on beauty that includes a complimentary 
makeup kit, along with tips on makeup 
application and other helpful hints. Call 
1-800-227-2345 to reserve your seat. Info: 
(978) 687-0156, ext. 2090.

 

Stadium’s brick 
sale extended

If you’d like to put your own stamp on 
the renovated Nicholson Stadium, there’s 
still time to purchase an engraved brick at 
the complex.

The Methuen Athletic Improvement 
Committee is accepting orders until Nov. 
24. Bricks range in price from $150 to $500. 

Bricks are located between the home stands 
and the new clubhouse.

Proceeds go toward new athletic equip-
ment and improvements to the stadium not 
included in the original plan.

Visit methuenaic.com for details.
 

Pies for Pets 
at MSPCA

You can celebrate the holiday and help 
animals at the same time, by purchasing 
your Thanksgiving pie at the Noble Family 
Adoption Center at the MSPCA at Nevins 
Farm. Available in classic fall flavors of 
Apple, Blueberry, Pumpkin or Pecan, each 
9-inch pie costs $15 and all proceeds will 
benefit the homeless animals of Nevins 
Farm.

Pre-order your pies at www.mspca.org/
nevins and pick up Nov. 23 between noon 
and 6 pm at the Noble Family Adoption 
Center.  

 

First born? Middle? 
Baby? Laugh it up!

Do you ever won-
der why you are the 
way you are? Do you 
wonder about your sib-
lings, your co-work-
ers, your friends?

Come listen to Jack 
Agati, a humorous 
birth-order speaker, 
Nov. 5 at 1 pm at Nev-
ins Memorial Library, 
in an event sponsored 
by Quota International 

of Lawrence. Whether you are a first born, 
middle child, the baby or an only, Agati will 
help you understand what makes you tick 
and make you laugh while he does it!

Agati's presentation is an entertaining 
and humorous take on life while one learns 
how to better relate to others. For those in 
business, this presentation tells how to iden-
tify a person's unique strengths and tap into 
their natural talents and abilities.

Tickets are $20. Hosted by Quota Inter-
national of Lawrence. For more informa-
tion, call Eileen at (978) 771-2150.

 

Health experts 
host seminars

Holy Family Hospital of Methuen and 
Haverhill are hosting a Meet the Expert 
series of seminars. All seminars are free and 
open to the public.

To register, e-mail jean.macdougall-tat-
tan@steward.org or call (978) 420-1168.

Nov. 1: "Spine Surgery" with 
board-certified Orthopedic Spine/Trauma 
Surgeon Nikhil Thakur at Holy Family Hos-
pital’s Haverhill Campus, 140 Lincoln Ave., 
6 to 7 pm, first-floor auditorium.

Dec. 6: "Pain Management" with pain 
specialist Stephanie Gianoukos at Holy 
Family’s Methuen campus, 70 East St., 6 to 
7 pm, ground-floor auditorium.

Jan. 3: "Customizing Solutions to 

Your Arthritis" with orthopedic surgeon 
Xavier Simcock at Holy Family Hospital’s 
Haverhill Campus, 140 Lincoln Ave., 6 to 7 
pm, first-floor auditorium.

On Nov. 17 at Holy Family’s Methuen 
campus, Dr. Pamela Jones will discuss 
“Total Shoulder Replacement” as part of 
the hospital’s Orthopedic Seminars. To reg-
ister, call DoctorFinder at 1-800-488-5959.

 

Remembering loved 
ones at holidays

Home Health VNA is hosting a Haver-
hill Candles of Remembrance ceremony 
Nov. 17 at Renaissance Golf Club, 377 
Kenoza Street, Haverhill, and the public 
is invited. Join in an outdoor candle-light-
ing ceremony to cherish the lives of loved 
ones lost and share the warmth of family 
and friends. All guests will be given a vigil 
candle to light as they say the name of their 
loved one. Following the candle lighting, 
there will be light refreshments.

On Dec. 3, Merrimack Valley Hospice is 
hosting Coping with the Holidays & Special 
Days, for kids ages 6 to 16 who have lost a 
loved one. The program will be held from 
9:30 am to 2 pm at Merrimack Valley Hos-
pice, Riverwalk Properties, 360 Merrimack 
St., Building 9, Lawrence. To register, call 
(978) 552-4510.

MVH is also hosting Learning to Live 
with Loss on Wednesdays from 5 to 6:30 
pm through Dec. 14 at Merrimack Valley 
Hospice, Riverwalk Properties, 360 Mer-
rimack Street, Building 9, Lawrence. To 
register, call (978) 552-4510.

 

Help needed 
with Rosary, Bingo

Methuen Village assisted-living facility 
is looking for volunteers to lead a Rosary 
group and volunteers to call Bingo in the 
evenings. 

Please call Anne Lafortune, En-
richedLIFE director, at (978) 685-2220 or 
e-mail at alafortune@methuenvillage.com 
if interested.

 
Photo contest 

stars Essex County
Photographers get snapping! In celebra-

tion of Essex Heritage's 20th anniversary, 
photographers are invited to submit images 
to the Essex National Heritage Area Photo 
Contest that capture the unique character 
of the Essex National Heritage Area (Essex 
County) or speak to Essex Heritage's role 
in preserving the historic, cultural and nat-
ural places of Essex County. Photographs 
must be taken within Essex County and 
represent one of the three photo categories: 
"This Land is Your Land," "Go Coastal!" 
and "Downtown." Submissions are due by 
Dec. 1. 

Sponsored by the Essex Heritage, Hunt's 
Photo & Video and the Merrimack Valley 
Planning Commission, the 2016 Photo Con-
test will award up to 14 prizes to photogra-
phers. There will also be a youth category 

for ages 5 to 17.
 

New season 
of adult ed

Do you want to improve your English 
language skills or prepare to pass the HiSET 
(formerly GED) to obtain high school equiv-
alency? Registration takes place Monday 
through Friday from 9 am to 2 pm through-
out the school year at the Dr. Shirley Forrest 
Callan Methuen Adult Learning Center, 36 
Boylston St. 

Here is the 2016-2017 class schedule:
Beginning HiSET: Thursday and Friday, 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Intermediate HiSET: Monday to 

Wednesday, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Advanced HiSET: Thursday and Friday, 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Fast Track Math: Thursday and Friday, 

12:30 to 2 pm.
Beginning ESOL: Monday to Thursday, 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Intermediate ESOL: Monday to Thurs-

day, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm and Monday to 
Wednesday, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Advanced ESOL: Monday to Wednes-
day, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Career Pathways for ESOL: Thursdays 
and Fridays, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Distance Learning: Online coursework 
for dually enrolled ESOL learners

This program is funded by the Massa-
chusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, Methuen Public 
Schools and the City of Methuen.

 

Harmony Week 
seeks volunteers

Methuen Harmony Week 2017 needs 
volunteers for events including a Commu-
nity Breakfast, an interfaith church service, 
a cultural concert, a multi-cultural food fes-
tival, and a symposium on race and cultural 
diversity. Harmony Week is scheduled for 
Feb. 11 to 19. To get involved, call Tony 
Jones at (978) 686-4070.

 

Immunization 
schedule

If you’re an adult in need of a vaccine, 
the city’s Health Department offers Adult 
Immunization Clinics at the Quinn Build-
ing, 90 Hampshire St.

Vaccines offered include TDAP (teta-
nus, diphtheria and Pertussis); Hepatitis B; 
measles, mumps and rubella; and chicken 
pox. This clinic does not accept insurance 
and the fee depends on the vaccine you are 
receiving.

Here are the 2016 Immunization Clinic 
dates: Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 14, April 11, 
May 9, June 13, Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Nov. 14 
and Dec. 12. Clinics run from 2:30 to 3:30 
pm.

This program is by appointment only. 
Call Amy Ewing at (978) 983-8661 to re-
serve your spot.

 

Phil Lahey

Jack Agati
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discuss the election at home.
Tenney’s votes will be included in the 

National Student/Parent Mock Election 
tally, the Massachusetts portion of which is 
overseen by the John F. Kennedy Presiden-
tial Library and Museum in Boston.

Last month, 16 Upper School elec-
tion officers were sworn in. They are 
eighth-graders Alexa Dicenso, Noelle Karl, 
Abigail Edgerly, Caroline Langone, Jas-
mine Ley, Jaleel Urena and Gian Carvajal; 
seventh-graders Brandon Quiroz, Alexis 
Gonzalez, Chris Ventura and Patrick Don-
ovan; and sixth-graders Divine Martinez, 
Philip Nguyen, Dyana Bell, Michael Mulli-
gan and Madison Paradis.

“Election officials help you understand 
how the electoral process works,” Super-
vising Principal Mary Beth Donovan Gras-
si told the sixth- through eighth-graders. 
“Your vote can change the course of the 
world.”

 Student election officials oversaw three 
days of voter registration, done during re-
cess when kids filled out forms of basic info 
and - as “proof of ID” - had to know their 
lunch number. Tenney election officials will 
also be at the school’s polling place and 
count ballots, just like adults do. 

 On Nov. 3, Tenney students will cast 
their ballots, choosing from the same can-
didate pool as America’s registered voters. 
The school’s results will be tabulated and 
transmitted to the Kennedy Presidential 
Library, where results will be totaled for 
the state of Massachusetts and then sent to 
the national headquarters at the University 
of Arizona.

Sacco stars 
in ‘Arsenic’

Jack Sacco of Methuen is the lead male 
actor in Central Catholic High School’s pro-
duction of “Arsenic & Old Lace.” He plays 
Mortimer Brewster.

The show is Dec. 1 to 3 at 7 pm in the 
CCHS Allan B. Rogers Theatre. Tickets are 
$10 and can be purchased in Room 204 at 
CCHS. Info: (978) 682-0260.

 

Band hosts Meat 
Raffle BINGO

The Methuen High School Ranger 
Band’s annual Meat Raffle BINGO night 
will be Nov. 18 at the Knights of Columbus’ 
Gaythorne Hall, 462 Broadway. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm and games begin at 7. Admis-
sion is $3 per person and card sets cost $1 
or $2 each, depending on the game. It’s a 
BINGO game where the prizes are various 
kinds of meat. Bring your own snacks and 
non-alcoholic beverages. Cash bar avail-
able. This is an 18-plus event. For more 
info or to make table reservations, e-mail 
fundraising@methuenrangerband.org.

Find your fit 
at open houses

Fall means school open houses. Here are 
a couple that are coming up: 

• Greater Lawrence Technical 
School: Nov. 6, noon to 4 pm. Regional 
technical school that serves four communi-
ties including Methuen and offers 18 career 
majors. River Road, Andover.

• Northern Essex Community College: 
Nov. 5, 10 am to noon in the Hartleb Tech-
nology Center on the Haverhill campus, 
100 Elliott St. Learn about the academic 
programs, admissions process and financial 
aid options. NECC offers over 70 academic 
programs leading to certificates and asso-
ciate degrees in areas such as health care, 
business, engineering, computer science, 
criminal justice, liberal arts, and much 
more. Courses and programs are offered 
days, evenings, weekends, and online.

Trivia Night 
at Armory

The Methuen Scholarship Foundation 
Inc. is hosting a Trivia Night on Nov. 5 at 
the Massachusetts National Guard Armory, 
619 Lowell St. Doors open at 6 pm, games 
start at 7. Put all of that “useless knowl-
edge” to work! Cash bar. Bring your own 
snacks. $25 per person or reserve a table of 
10 for $200. Proceeds will go toward schol-
arships for college-bound Methuen High 
seniors. Info and tickets: Cheryl Horan, 
(978) 689-9935.

Have a Hall of 
Fame nominee?

Methuen High School Athletic and Dis-
tinguished Alumni Hall of Fame are now 
accepting applications for the 2017 In-
duction Ceremony. Applications are avail-
able on the Methuen High School website 
(www.methuen.k12.ma.us) under Athletics 
and hard copies are available at the Cen-
tral Administration Building. For more in-
formation, contact Colleen McCarthy at 
cnmccarthy@methuen.k12.ma.us or Matt 
Curran at mwcurran@methuen.k12.ma.us. 
The deadline for applications is Dec. 1. 

Placement  
tests offered

Central Catholic High School will 
administer its Entrance Exam for prospec-
tive students Saturday, Nov. 19 at 8 am. 
Register online at www.centralcatholic.net 
or in person at CCHS on Hampshire Street 
in Lawrence weekdays from 7 am to 4 pm.  
Exam fee: $30.

Presentation of Mary Academy will 
offer its Placement Test on Nov. 19 and 
Dec. 3. Register online at pmamethuen.org. 
Call to schedule a Shadow Day: (978) 682-
9391. 209 Lawrence St., Methuen.

Lit mags offer
internships

The CREST Enrichment Partnership is 
looking for high school interns to help with 
the publication of three biannual literary 
publications: ApplePi (grades 9-12) Apple-
Sauce (grades 6-8) and AppleSeed (grades 

3-5). 
High school students interested in work-

ing as interns will meet Tuesdays, Nov. 1 
to May 15 from 3 to 5 pm at the CREST 
office, 476 Broadway, Methuen. They must 
have their own transportation. This is a 
great experience for someone who loves 
art, poetry, writing and literature and wants 
to be involved in the production and promo-
tion of three publications which showcase 
literary and creative talents of students from 
Greater Lawrence.

If interested, please contact director 
Kristen Hollenbeck at (978) 685-3000 ext. 
121 or Khollenbeck@CRESTcollaborative.
org.

 

Autism Resource 
offers parent support
Methuen Public Schools’ Autism Re-

source Center offers parent support groups. 
All are welcome for interactive discus-

sions, problem-solving and brainstorming. 
The next morning meeting is Nov. 15 from 
9:15 to 10:30 am. Evening meeting is Nov. 
16 from 6 to 7:15 pm. Meetings take place 
at Nevins Library. RSVP for all meetings 
to autism specialist Bari Glaser at (978) 

722-6000, ext. 1120. 
 

School briefs, continued from page 38

HOIST THAT SAIL!

Hampstead Academy's third- and fourth-graders recently participated in a sail along the 
Piscataqua River aboard a reproduction of a 17th-century gundalow. The field trip was a 
great team-building event with a focus on environmental awareness. Students engaged in 
a variety of hands-on activities combining concepts from social studies, science, math and 
art. Here, students - including Methuen’s Samantha Delucca (fifth from left) - helped hoist 
the sails and navigate the boat through the river. Courtesy photo

Over three days last month, the Tenney School’s 16 student election officials held voter 
registration during recess, as part of the National Student/Parent Mock Election. Upper 
Schoolers will cast votes for president Nov. 3. Courtesy photo 

TENNEY REGISTERS TO VOTE






















