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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

What’s better than having a pair of 
shiny, new, Chicago-style fire trucks in the 
Methuen Fire Department fleet?

How about saving $100,000 each on 
them? And adding special graphics that 
honor two Methuen men killed in the Mid-
dle East.

Manufactured by Kovatch Mobile 
Equipment (KME) of Nesquehoning, Pa., 
the two pumpers arrived in Methuen just a 
few days before a special memorial service 
noting the 15th anniversary of the 9-11 
terror attacks.

Hatem Graphics owner Ronnie Hatem 
of Methuen applied graphics to the two 
trucks as a tribute to Marine Private Eric 
Currier, 21, who was killed in action Feb. 
17, 2010 in Afghanistan and to Marine 
Corporal David Vicente, 25, who was 
killed in action March 19, 2004 in Hit, 
Iraq.

Noting that people often forget the sac-

2 new fire trucks join city’s fleet
Each honors a
young war hero

Firefighter Greg McCorry stands next to Engine 3, dedicated to the memory of U.S.M.C. Cpl. David Vicente, at the West End Station in 
Methuen. Photos by Darrell HalenSee TRUCKS, Page 4
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Craig Jesiolowski starts his new job as the president of Holy 
Family Hospital on Oct. 3. He will oversee both the Methuen and 
Haverhill campuses.

Jesiolowski, who served as president of Saint Anne's Hospital 
in Fall River since 2010, replaces outgoing Holy Family President 
Joseph Roach.

"It has been a privilege to serve the Holy Family community," 
said Roach. "While I prepare for the next chapter in my career, I am 
confident that Holy Family has a promising future."

Roach took over Aug. 1, 2014 when Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen and Merrimack Valley Hospital in Haverhill merged.

Between the two campuses, Holy Family includes 385 beds, 
more than 1,700 employees and contributes more than $4.6 million 
annually in charitable donations, free health care programming, and 
other community benefits. Holy Family Hospital is also among the 
largest tax-paying employers in the region.

"I am honored to accept the position as president of Holy Fam-
ily and look forward to ensuring that patients receive superior care 
as we expand the essential services we provide to the public," said 
Jesiolowski.

Jesiolowski has served as president of Saint Anne's Hospital 
since 2010. During his tenure, the hospital has earned state and 
national recognition in numerous areas of care for both quality 
and safety. Jesiolowski presided over an unprecedented level of 
construction and service line expansion at Saint Anne's during 
his tenure. During this time, Saint Anne's also developed for-
malized partnerships with key area physician groups, including 
PrimaCARE and Hawthorn Medical Associates, while enhancing 
the hospital workplace culture. In his new role, Jesiolowski plans 
to implement similar strategies at Holy Family Hospital.

Visit www.MethuenLife.com

BUSINESS BRAVOS

Methuen Health & Rehabilitation Cen-
ter has been sold and renamed, and soon 
will undergo a $2.5 million renovation to 
modernize the building and accommodate 
expanded programming.

The nursing home was purchased by 
Marquis Health Services' skilled nursing 
network in Massachusetts. Under new own-
ership, the facility has been renamed Cedar 
View Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center.

Licensed for 107 beds, the facility was 
built in 1960, renovated in 1995 and cur-
rently operates 98 beds in 46 resident 
rooms. The 33,500-square-foot, single-sto-
ry building sits on a 7-acre parcel at 480 
Jackson St.

"Cedar View has served as an important 
part of the Methuen community for decades, 
serving a patient base with diverse cultures 
and backgrounds, and employing a dedicat-
ed and highly competent staff - with many 
members who have worked here for 20-plus 
years," said Norman Rokeach, chief exec-
utive officer of Marquis Health Services. 
"We are looking to build on this rich history. 
Beyond the physical space improvements, 

we are developing new programs that will 
expand care options for area residents. Al-
ready, we are working with local healthcare 
providers to discuss partnerships and col-
laborations to achieve this goal."

Cedar View Rehabilitation and Health-
care Center includes two resident wings. 
Marquis Health Services will fully renovate 
all patient rooms, taking several beds of-
fline to increase the percentage of private 
and semi-private accommodations. The firm 
will expand the facility's gym, which offers 
rehabilitation therapy seven days per week, 
with state-of-the-art equipment - including 
a smart car to help patients simulate actual 
daily living skills during the rehab process. 
The improvements will incorporate new 
furniture and finishes throughout common 
areas, the main dining room, beauty shop 
and administrative offices. Marquis Health 
Services will also introduce clinically driv-
en pulmonary and cardiac rehabilitation 
programs.

Marquis Health Services currently oper-
ates 16 facilities totaling 1,766 beds - with 
996 beds in Massachusetts.

Cedar View Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center is located at the corner of Jackson Street 
and Ranger Road, replacing Methuen Health & Rehab. Courtesy photo

New owner to transform Methuen 
Health & Rehab

OUT: Joseph Roach

Holy Family’s new president

IN: Craig Jesiolowski

SCHOOL BRIEFS
Autism Resource 

offers parent support
Methuen Public Schools’ Autism Re-

source Center has lined up the following 
dates for their parent support groups. All are 
welcome for interactive discussions, prob-
lem-solving and brainstorming. Morning 
meetings are Sept. 22, Oct. 11 and Nov. 15 
from 9:15 to 10:30 am. Evening meetings 
are Sept. 21, Oct. 12 and Nov. 16 from 6 
to 7:15 pm. Meetings take place at Nevins 
Library. The Oct. 12 meeting will feature 
a Methuen mother and daughter who will 
discuss their journey through an ASD di-
agnosis, school experiences and a recent 
college graduation. RSVP for all meetings 
to autism specialist Bari Glaser at (978) 
722-6000, ext. 1120.

 

NECC summer 
Dean’s List

Here are the names of the Methuen 
students included in Northern Essex Com-
munity College’s Summer Dean's List. To 

be included, students must attain a grade 
point average of 3.3 or higher within the 
term, carry six or more credits within the 
term, and be matriculated in a degree pro-
gram: Olga Albert, Erin Baker, Kenya Bau-
tista DeMorales, Meagan Bono, Michael 
Bowler, Karen Buonanno, Karina Calderon, 
Randy Camasso, Giovanni Cesar, Alexan-
dra Chaisson, Rachel-Morgan DiStefano, 
Eilin Diaz, Silfida Diaz, Kristina Donahue, 
Tracy Dugan, Meaghan Ewing, Brianna Fo-
tino, Olga Galitsyn, Nicholas Glynn, Kristal 
Goggin, Cinthia Gonzalez, Jerica Gonzalez, 
Eric Hatch, Amber Hernandez, Lamiae Is-
maili, Kerlande Joseph, Karleen Klier, Zion 
Ko, Casandra-Joy Marie, Brianda Marquez, 
Isisflor Martinez, Katelyn May, Megan 
May, Brittany Medugno, Ashleigh Murray, 
Patrick Mwaura, Amber Nickerson, Karen 
Nova, Christal Paulino, Yarissa Perdo-
mo-deCabral, Irolda Pierre, Patrick Pierre, 
Kady Potter, Monica Rizkallah, Constance 
Roberts, Michany Rosado, Holly Saffie, Rie 
Santiago, Kimberly Santos, Austria Sierra, 
Kaitlin Silva, Zachary Spartz, Adam St. 
Onge, William Sutherland, Carlos Tanuz.

CALENDAR
• Elder Services of the Merrimack Val-
ley has a number of programs that pro-
vide critical support and services to older 
adults, which are operated solely by a 
dedicated team of volunteers. If you are 
interested in learning more about our vol-
unteer programs please contact Renee 
Baker, Volunteer Program manager, 
(978) 946-1463 or rbaker@esmv.org.  
• Food Addicts in Recovery Anony-
mous: FA is a free, 12-step program 
for those who struggle with their weight 

and/or food. There are members who 
have lost over 200 pounds and those 
who came from using bulimia, over-ex-
ercising and obsessive dieting, and 
those who had no weight to lose but 
were obsessed with food and/or their 
weight. Meetings are Wednesdays,   
9 to 10:30 am at St. Augustine Ed-
ucation Center, 45 Essex St., An-
dover, and Saturdays, 8 to 9:30 am 
at Christ Church, 33 Central Ave., 
Andover. www.foodaddicts.org. 
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SCHOOL DAYS
Public schools cracking down on absences

By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

Parents will be getting a personal phone 
call from the principal or the superintendent 
-- or maybe both -- when their child is ab-
sent from school for too many days.

“I want to re-educate parents on the 
impact of children missing school. We need 
parents to work hand-in-hand with us,” said 
Methuen Superintendent Judy Scannell. “I 
can’t blame a kindergartner, first- or sec-
ond-grade student for not coming to school. 
I need to look beyond that at the family.”

While Scannell notes that attendance 
has always been a focus in Methuen public 
schools, over the past two years the num-
bers have shown that the youngest students 
- kindergartners to third-graders - are the 

ones racking up the most absences. Admin-
istrators are taking action this school year to 
hopefully stem the problem. 

Students are considered “chronically 
absent” if they miss two or more days of 
school in a month. 

“We are setting up panels (at all 5 
schools) of administrators and teachers to 
scrutinize the high numbers and focus on 
what we can do to help the child,” Scannell 
said. “Some children miss 18-plus days. 
That’s 3½ weeks or more out of school, not 
sitting in front of a teacher. It has a huge 
impact on a child’s education. Of course, 
they fall behind.”

A letter addressing absenteeism was sent 
home with children in grades 1 to 12 the 
first week of school and is posted on the 
Methuen Public Schools web site (www.

methuen.k12.ma.us). While some absences 
are unavoidable “due to health problems or 
other circumstances,” the letter stated, re-
search shows that days out of the classroom 
can impede student success. For example, 
“Children chronically absent in kinder-
garten and first grade are much less likely 
to read at grade level by the end of third 
grade” and “By sixth grade, chronically 
absent is a proven early warning sign for 
students at risk for dropping out of school.”

The letter also gave suggestions on how 
to avoid absenteeism such as laying out 
clothes and backpacks at night, avoiding 
scheduling doctor appointments or vaca-
tions while school is in session, and having 
a backup plan for getting children to school 
in case something comes up. 

Scannell said she has developed a “part-

nership” with the Family Resource Center 
in Methuen for dealing with younger stu-
dents’ absenteeism problems.

“ I’ve also been meeting with Judge 
(Mark) Newman of Lawrence District 
Court. He sees how this can really spiral 
out of control with a youngster,” she said. 
“These kids can end up in front of him.”

Families are encouraged to communi-
cate with teachers and school counselors 
if kids are feeling anxious or having other 
problems related to their absenteeism.

“It’s all about developing that relation-
ship,” Scannell said. “I want to work with 
families and so do the principals. We want 
to help the kids.”

One day, Northern Essex Community 
College student Rami Saleh would like his 
own start-up company where he will have 
the flexibility to be an inventor. For now, 
the soon-to-be 21-year-old is honing his 
computer engineering skills at the Summer 
2016 Research Experience and Mentoring 
in Data-Driven Discovery (REU-D3) pro-
gram hosted by Northeastern University.

The Methuen resident is just one of 10 
students selected to participate in the REU-
D3 program. The focus of the program is 
to expose students to unique research ex-
periences that provide hands-on access and 
processing of big-data analytics. The hope 
is they will pursue careers in data-driven 
Discovery and related technology-based 
domains.

For the 10-week summer program, he 
received a $5,000 stipend and university 
housing. 

"It gave me the opportunity to work 
with operating systems like Linux and pro-
gramming languages like Torch, Lua and 
Python," Saleh said.

Saleh worked with a partner under the 
guidance of a PhD. candidate on computer 
vision and object classification. Plainly 
speaking, he wrote code that allows an 
image to be recognized by a classifier. For 
example, a photo of a tree is processed by 
the classifier and is recognized for what it 
is - a tree. This technology is already being 
used in self-driving vehicles.

The results of the project will be entered 
in the ImageNet Large Scale Visual Recog-
nition Challenge 2016 this month.

For Saleh, this experience is worlds - or 
at least continents - apart from his home-
land of Lebanon. It has been just two years 
since Saleh, his brother Nabil Saleh (an 
NECC alumnus of the engineering science 
program) and their parents emigrated from 
the Middle East in search of a better high-
er-education experience.

When Saleh, who speaks Lebanese, 
French and English, enrolled at Northern 
Essex he knew only that he wanted to 
study engineering. It wasn't until he began 
taking classes that he realized he want-
ed to pursue computer engineering. This 
fall he will take three classes at NECC 
and one class at UMass Lowell through 
NECCUM, a partnership between Northern 
Essex and UMass where students take a 
class at UMass and the credit transfers back 
to Northern Essex.

In addition to taking classes, Saleh is a 
math tutor in the Haverhill campus tutoring 
center.

In the spring of 2017, he will be a full-
time student at UMass Lowell where he 
will work toward his bachelor's degree in 
computer engineering. Eventually he would 
like to earn a master's degree as well.

~ Story courtesy of Northern Essex Com-
munity College

NECC student and Methuen resident Rami 
Saleh spent 10 weeks in Northeastern Uni-
versity's Research Program working on 
technology used in self-driving cars. Cour-
tesy photo

Engineering student looks to future 
through NU’s Discovery program

Members of the Methuen Ranger Band scrub-a-dub-dubbed their way through a recent car 
wash fund-raiser at the Methuen YMCA, raising $850. Courtesy photo

RINSING WITH RHYTHM

Lit mags offer internships
The CREST Enrichment Partnership is looking for high school interns to help with 

the publication of three biannual literary publications: ApplePi (grades 9-12) AppleSauce 
(grades 6-8) and AppleSeed (grades 3-5). 

High school students interested in working as interns will meet Tuesdays, Nov. 1 to 
May 15 from 3 to 5 pm at the CREST office, 476 Broadway, Methuen. They must have 
their own transportation. This is a great experience for someone who loves art, poetry, 
writing and literature and wants to be involved in the production and promotion of three 
publications which showcase literary and creative talents of students from Greater Law-
rence.

If interested, please contact director Kristen Hollenbeck at (978) 685-3000 ext. 121 or 
Khollenbeck@CRESTcollaborative.org.
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By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

Imagine that you are raising a family, 
juggling work schedules and kids’ sports 
schedules, enjoying being busy, involved 
and active. But then, for reasons unknown, 
you start battling fevers, fatigue and nausea 
... every day.

Doctors can’t agree on a diagnosis. 
Symptoms expand to include severe body 
pain, insomnia, hands and feet turning red 
when it’s warm, then purple when it’s cold. 
And when doctors prescribe medication, 
you can count on experiencing a side effect 
-- or several side effects -- some that even 
hospitalize you.

This has been Paula Stamoulis Corey’s 
battle for the last 13 years.

She and her husband of 19 years, Antho-
ny - both lifelong Methuen residents - feel 
they’ve exhausted all avenues of medical 
care between Methuen and Boston. They 
are now headed to the Mayo Clinic in Min-
nesota.

“We’ve seen so many Boston doctors. 
One gives an answer, but then another gives 
a differerent answer,” Anthony explained. 
“She’s at a point where we need to go 
and have a team look at her. She’s lost 30 
pounds over last two years. We consider this 
our last hope.”

Doctors at the Mayo will study Paula’s 
health records and set up a team based 
on her symptoms. For two weeks, she’ll 
meet with doctors every day. There will 
be discussions, tests and more discussions. 
The goal is to nail down exactly what she’s 
suffering from, set up a successful treat-

ment plan and alleviate some of her daily 
struggles.

“We need to start anew,” Anthony said.
Paula graduated from Methuen High 

(Class of 1989); raised sons Scott, 28, and 
Brandon, 25; and worked as a paralegal for 
22 years. But three years ago she had to 
leave her job due to illness. She’s been diag-
nosed with Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, 
an autoimmune disease that can damage any 
part of the body including skin, joints and 
internal organs; Raynaud's disease which 

limits blood circulation; and Erythromelal-
gia, a rare disorder that affects the skin of 
the feet or hands or both causing redness, 
intense heat, swelling and burning pain. 
She is extremely sensitive to heat and cold. 
Temperatures above 66 degrees can cause 
severe reactions, so this summer’s heat left 
her indoors and isolated, Anthony said.

“She can’t even go outside. It’s horrible. 
She feels like prisoner in her own house,” 
he said. “No beach for us anymore! That’s 
the hardest thing for her right now - figuring 

out how to monitor temperatures.”
He said they do not have central air con-

ditioning and may have to move, a difficult 
prospect for a one-income couple.

“And that doesn’t help with lupus - 
stress is the worst thing since it causes flare-
ups,” he said.

Tina DiGiacomo is Paula’s best friend.
“We used to go dancing a lot, out to eat, 

spend weekends in Old Orchard Beach,” 
she said, noting that they still try to grab 
a meal out but it’s usually after a doctor’s 
appointment. “My heart breaks for her. She 
worked hard all of her life and now has to 
depend on people and services. It’s not a 
good a feeling.

“The Mayo Clinic is her last hope. With 
autoimmune disease, you can’t see those 
from the outside and it’s so hard to diag-
nose and treat. They don’t have cures. I’m 
hoping the Mayo will have answers to ease 
the pain she feels on a daily basis and help 
her get sleep.”

DiGiacomo notes that Paula’s strong 
faith has gotten her through illness, and that 
Paula and Anthony are a “rare couple.” 

“It’s definitely hard to watch her go 
through this,” said Anthony. “But I love 
her.”

While Paula Stamoulis Corey, 45, battles a myriad of complex and debilitating medical 
issues, she is supported by (from left) son Scott, husband Tony and son Brandon. Courtesy 
photo

Methuen mom battling medical mysteries hopes Mayo Clinic has the answer

HOW TO HELP PAULA

To donate to Paula’s Journey of Hope 
and help her get to the Mayo Clinic in 
search of answers about her illnesses 
and a definitive plan for treatment, 
visit gofundme.com/2dg4ydvg.

SCHOOL BRIEFS
Timony welcomes 
Dragon mascot!

A new member of the Timony Grammar 
School was introduced on the first day of 
school. Students, parents and staff members 
welcomed a smiling winged Dragon mascot 
with selfies, hugs and high-fives.

The Timony acquired the mascot through 
ongoing fund-raisers and will be using it 
to boost community involvement, student 
engagement and school spirit. It is the first 
time in the school's history that a mascot 
has been "brought to life." The Dragon joins 
with the CGS Bulldog, the Tenney Tiger 
and the Marsh Eagle.

Timony’s mascot will make appearances 
at open houses, PTO events, spirit days, 
fund-raisers, student rallies and assemblies. 
The Dragon will also be rooting for the 
Timony athletes at sporting events.

The mascot does not have a name yet, 
but the school's Positive Behavior Interven-
tions and Support (PBIS) Team is collecting 
suggestions. For now, even without a name, 
the mascot has found his home at the Timo-
ny Grammar School and will be attending 
events immediately.

High school open houses
Fall means school open houses. Local high 

schools are inviting students as young as fifth 

grade to tour their facility and get a feel for 
which school is the right match for them.

Here are some local high school open 
houses: 

• Methuen High School: Oct. 8 open 
house for students in grades 5 through 8 from 
10 am until 1 pm. A variety of concession 
stands, arts and crafts, and fall activities are 
planned. The building will also be open to 
the community for walk-throughs as the city 
continues to showcase the incredible facility, 
which recently underwent a $98 million ren-
ovation.

• Lowell Catholic: Open houses Oct. 13, 
6:30 to 8:30 pm and Oct. 23, 11 am to 1 pm. 
Challenging curriculum for students at every 
academic level, competitive athletics program, 
numerous co-curricular activities and fine-arts 
opportunities, and a dedication to serving oth-
ers through community service. 530 Stevens 
St., Lowell.

• Presentation of Mary Academy: Oct. 
16, 10 am to 1 pm. Co-ed college-prep high 
school founded in 1958 by the Sisters of the 
Presentation of Mary. PMA provides a qual-
ity education that seeks to integrate Catholic 
beliefs and values with academic excellence, 
offering a student teacher ratio of 12:1 and a 

typical class size of 18 students. 209 Lawrence 
St., Methuen.  

• Central Catholic High School: Oct. 
30, 12:30 to 4 pm. Co-ed, Catholic high 
school that boasts 23 AP courses, an Honors 
Program, university classes and a 100 percent 
college-acceptance rate. 300 Hampshire St., 
Lawrence. 

• Greater Lawrence Technical 
School: Nov. 6, noon to 4 pm. Regional tech-
nical school that serves four communities in-
cluding Methuen and offers 18 career majors. 
River Road, Andover.

Band hosts Meat Raffle BINGO
The Methuen High School Ranger Band’s 

annual Meat Raffle BINGO night will be Nov. 
18 at the Knights of Columbus’ Gaythorne 
Hall, 462 Broadway. Doors open at 6:30 pm 
and games begin at 7. Admission is $3 per per-
son and card sets cost $1 or $2 each, depending 
on the game. It’s a BINGO game where the 
prizes are various kinds of meat. Bring your 
own snacks and non-alcoholic beverages. Cash 
bar available. This is an 18-plus event. For 
more info or to make table reservations, e-mail 
fundraising@methuenrangerband.org.

The Timony’s mascot has arrived. What 
should his name be? Courtesy photo 
















