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YOUR DOWN-SIZING SOLUTION
STONE BRIDGE ESTATES of SALEM,

a 55+ Community, a Condominium!

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 1 to 4pm
Directions: GPS 67 Pond St, Salem, NH - Just over the MA line. 

Rtes 93/495 to Rte 213, exit 3/Howe St to Pond St.

Call Today - for a private viewing or visit us on Sundays from 1 to 4pm
ROYAL COUNTRY HOMES, INC - 978-685-1067

Exclusive Agent: Tina Habeeb, Pres.,THE ROYAL COMPANIES
Maria Cristina Habeeb GRI, CRS, GBA, SRES, Realtor
Senior Real Estate Services - Mobile: 978-618-3707 

H H

A LOZIER LAND DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
An Award-Winning Site.  46 single family detached homes on a common 27 acres.  Boating, fishing, 
birding, walking paths, golf nearby.  You are going to love living here!    Priced from $482,900

• 4 Floor plans. All open concept
• 2200-2500sf
• 2 car garage

• 1st Floor Master Bedroom/bath/laundry
• Municipal Water and Sewer
• Natural Gas Heat

For more detailed information, go to: www.stonebridgenh.com

some amazing fanfiction. Whatever the 
case, this is the group for you. Each month 
we'll meet to try out some writing exercises 
and share our work with each other. Join 
them Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 15 
at 7 pm.
Teen Advisory Group: Teens in grades 8 
to 12 meet once a month to put their say 
into what goes on at the library. Tell Miss 
Amy what programs you like or books you 
want to see. This is your chance to make the 
library even better. Sept. 22, Oct .27, Nov. 
24, Dec. 22 at 7 pm.

Become a
Literacy Tutor

Literacy Volunteers of Methuen is seek-
ing people who want to volunteer their time 
to make a real difference in the lives of oth-
ers. This fall we will be holding a 6-week 
class to train volunteers to work one-on-one 
with adults who want to learn English. To 
find out more about this program, attend a 
tutor-training orientation. Fall orientations 

will be Sept. 7 from 7 to 8 pm, Sept. 8 from 
10 to 11 am and Sept. 10 from 10 to 11 am, 
with the six-week training beginning Sept. 
14 at 6:30 pm. There are currently close to 
60 people on the waiting list who need help 
learning English, so the need for trained 
tutors remains great! 

Author visit
On Sept. 26 at 7 pm, Nevins Library 

welcomes bestselling author Kate Larson to 
talk about her new book, "Rosemary: The 
Hidden Kennedy Daughter" which details 
the life of Rosemary Kennedy. 

Do you know the story of Rosemary 
Kennedy, the eldest daughter of Joe and 
Rose Kennedy? Larson brings Rosemary 
alive as a girl adored but left far behind by 
her competitive siblings. She reveals both 
the sensitive care Rose and Joe gave to 
Rosemary and then - as the family's stand-
ing reached an apex - the often desperate 
and duplicitous arrangements the Kennedys 
made to keep her away from home as she 
became increasingly difficult in her early 
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20s. Finally, Larson illuminates Joe's deci-
sion to have Rosemary lobotomized at age 
23 and the family's complicity in keeping 
the secret. 

Copies of the book will be available for 
sale after the talk. For more information 
about the program and to register, call the 
Reference Desk at (978) 686-4080 ext. 12 
or check our Calendar of Events on our 
website. 

NEWS FROM THE
CHILDREN'S 

DEPARTMENT 
It's back-to-school time: The month of 
September starts off a new school year. 
Snoopy is the 2016 spokesdog for library 
card sign-up month. He says, "Be like Joe 
Cool and get the coolest card - a library 
card!" Open new horizons by getting your 
child their first library card or replace a lost 
library card during the month of Septem-
ber. Nevins Library has Children's eBooks, 
reference materials, magazines and books 
to provide your child with opportunities 
to read for fun, and assist with homework 
and for special school projects. The Chil-
dren's Department has 12 public computers 
available for children to type papers, do 
online research and play online games. The 
printer/copy machine can scan your work 
to a USB drive or print your work in color 
or black and white. If you have a computer 
at home, our computers can be your emer-
gency resource to complete and print out 
projects during technology breakdowns. 
The Children's section of our website has a 
Children's eBook page that lists the choices 
of fiction and nonfiction eBooks for chil-
dren (Pre-K to grade 6). The eBooks can 
be read on a PC, tablet or ipad. To access 
a database of eBooks, click on your de-
sired icon and when prompted, enter your 
library card number. Tumblebooks, Arbor-

dale Publishing, BookFlix, Axis 360 and 
Overdrive have titles for children in K-6th 
grade. Some resources are available in 
English and Spanish. Please call (978) 686-
4080 ext. 26 if you need assistance. 
Fall programming for children: Make a 
play date with a friend and visit the library 
together for lots of fun at an age-appro-
priate program. Visit our website www.
nevinslibrary.org and look in the Calendar 
of Events section to sign up online for our 
programs. Returning favorites like Babies 
and Books (newborn to 24 months old), 
Donuts with Dad (3 to 6 years old), Book 
Chatters (4th to 6th grade), American Girl 
Book Club (2nd to 4th grade), LEGO Club 
(K to 3rd grade) will be offered. We also 
have some new additions: Fun with Bee-
Bots (1st to 2nd grade), and for 4th to 6th 
graders Minecraft (Creative mode) and 
Create Art! 
Summer Reading Wrap-Up: Thanks to 
all of the families who participated in the 
2016 Summer Reading program On Your 
Mark, Get Set … Read! Everyone had a 
great time and we look forward to the 2017 
Summer Reading Program Build a Better 
World! Our summer reading program was 
greatly enhanced by a variety of sponsors 
whose financial support paid for the variety 
of performers, museum passes and other 
supporting materials used in the program. 
On Your Mark, Get Set ... READ! is spon-
sored by Nevins Memorial Library, the 
Massachusetts Library System, the Boston 
Bruins and the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. Performers were 
funded by The Methuen Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency; and the Friends of the Nevins Me-
morial Library. 

 
For an extensive list of Nevins Memorial 
Library happenings, check out www.nev-
inslibrary.org.

Community members now have access to a 24-hour kiosk, 
located in the police station lobby, to safely dispose of their 
medical syringes, sharps and lancets.

In 2012, Massachusetts banned the disposal of needles, 
syringes and lancets in household trash. The new kiosk will 
give residents a convenient way to remove used and unwanted 
sharps from their homes. The kiosk is supplied and paid for by 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH).

"We have identified the need for a safe space for residents 
to dispose of their unwanted needles and sharps," Chief Joe 
Solomon said. "We are thankful to DPH for providing the 
kiosk, and encourage those in Methuen to utilize it for their 
own safety, as well as the safety of their families and house-
holds."

To properly use the new kiosk, follow these steps:
Enter police station lobby with your sharps. All sharps 

MUST be already be in a safe sharps container or similar 
(1-gallon bleach bottle or sealed, taped coffee can).

Slide open the door on the top of the kiosk.
Place your sharps container in the open space provided.
Slide the kiosk door closed. Your container will drop into 

the kiosk storage space.
Note: If the indicator light on the top left of the kiosk is lit, 

and you are unable to slide open the kiosk door, this means that 
the kiosk is full. Please notify dispatch.

DPH and the Methuen Police Department remind the com-
munity that the proper disposal of sharps into the kiosk are as 
follows:

Do not put loose needles in the kiosk.
Do not use a glass container or bag of any kind.
Do not leave a container outside of the kiosk.
Always ask for assistance if the kiosk is full.
Those who would like to dispose of their medical syringes, 

sharps and lancets, can visit the Methuen Police Station at the 
Quinn Public Safety Building, 90 Hampshire St., 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

Medical syringes, sharps and lancets can be safely 
disposed of at this new kiosk located in the police 
station lobby. Courtesy photo

Police install 24-hour kiosk 
for safe disposal of sharps
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Sports, continued from 32

Borrelli led the way on the mound, with 
Giovani Covino and James Moore pitching 
well in starting and relief roles.

"Behind the plate, captain Brett Black-
well and Ian Ferris provided leadership 
on the field and kept runners at bay. Noah 
Jankowski also performed well and demon-
strated a readiness to jump in and be a force. 
Offensive contributions came from Devin 
Melia, who led the team in average and on-
base percentage." 

The team cruised to another State Tour-
nament appearance where Cam Donahue 
earned the MVP Award, hitting .750 for 
the series and driving in the winning run in 
three of the five games. Methuen won its 
third State Championship and advanced to 
the Regionals.

"In the prior two Regional appearances, 
we took early exits," explains Turmel. "The 
team was determined to not come home 
empty-handed this time. With Cam Do-
nahue again winning the MVP Award, we 
finished up the run with the first Regional 
Championship at any level in Methuen's 
baseball history."

The team was recognized by the Low-
ell Spinners at LeLacheur Park on Aug. 
18. Congratulations to all of the players 
and coaches for representing Methuen with 
pride, ability, and sportsmanship. Your ac-
complishments will not be soon forgotten. 

Crew call
It was a terrific showing for Methuen 

Crew in the recent Massachusetts Public 
School Rowing Association Championship 
Regatta. 

The Methuen middle school girls began 
the day by defending their Girls Middle 
School Eight title. Racing over 1500-me-
ters on a six-lane course, Methuen battled 
Bromfield Acton-Boxborough. In a sprint 
to the finish line, Methuen pulled ahead by 
inches to win gold by less than one second. 

Racing in the eight were rowers Victoria 
Moda, Isabella Baddour, Maggie Mam-
bro, Anna Flynn, Jessica Briere, Zoe Too-

hey, Victoria Tardugno and Emily Harkins. 
These young ladies returned to the water to 
compete as an A and B entry in the Girls 
Middle School Coxed Quad event and 
extended their two-year undefeated streak.

Not to be outdone by the girls' im-
pressive performance, rowers Evan Barlet-
ta, Shane Henrick, Max Faretra and Matt 
Ricetti dominated the competition in the 
Boys Middle School Coxed quad event, 
finishing in first place for their second con-
secutive title.

"It was very exciting to see our middle 
school crews in action," says head coach 
Travis Gardner. "Competition at this level 
is still so new in the state and only a hand-
ful of the high school teams have a middle 
school squad. We certainly hope to see that 
grow in the coming years."

Once the middle school racing had com-
pleted, Methuen's varsity debut took center 
stage and delivered a command perfor-
mance. The Varsity Women's Quad blazed 
down the course, finishing in first place. 
Their gold medal marked the first-ever win 
at the public school championship for a 
Methuen varsity women's crew, and the first 
for the MHS program as a whole.

Racing in the Women's Varsity Quad 
event were freshman Jenna Briere, sopho-
mores Julia Carter and Amanda Downing, 
and junior Hannah Faretra. All four athletes 
have been training with Methuen Crew 
since its inception in 2014. Rounding out 
the girls varsity team were Emily McGov-
ern and Emalee Toohey.

The girls also demonstrated their versa-
tility, switching from sculling (2 oars per 
rower) to rowing (1 oar per rower) in the 
Women's Varsity Four. "The varsity girls 
put together some solid races," says Gard-
ner. "The win in the quad was a great way 
to start the day but we know the four and 
eight races are the marquee events at this 
regatta."

Methuen Crew will resume training in 
the fall with the competitive season kicking 
off at home with the Head of the Merrimack 

Methuen’s American Junior Legion team won state and - for the first time - regional champi-
onships, going further than any team in Methuen's baseball history. They are (back) coach 
Dave Mosher, Brendan O'Shea, Shayne Fili, Devin Melia, coach Paul Hoh; (middle) Cam Do-
nahue, Connor McKenzie, James Moore, Jacob Thibeault, Noah Jankowski, Ian Ferris, Cam 
Camasso, manager Rick Turmel; (kneeling) Derek Hoh, Brett Blackwell. Missing from photo: 
Joey Rogato, Conor Madden, Gio Covino, AJ Borrelli and coach Chris Cyr. Courtesy photo

on Sept. 24.

Jerry's jaunt
On Sept. 18, Methuen's Jerry Gaglione 

will be walking with a purpose. In August 
2014, Jerry's mother, Deborah, was diag-
nosed with Stage 4 lung cancer. She passed 
away in November of that year. In memory 
of his mother's battle, Jerry is participating 
in the Chelmsford Free to Breathe 5K Run/
Walk.

All proceeds from the event support Free 
to Breathe, a lung cancer research and ad-
vocacy organization dedicating to doubling 
lung cancer survival by 2022.

The Run/Walk will take place Sept. 18 at 
Harrington Elementary School in Chelms-
ford.

"My late mother was a very loving and 
caring wife, mother, grandmother, mother-
in-law, aunt, sister and friend," says Gagli-
one. "This walk is important to us because 
like everything else, early detection is key 
and every little bit helps in improving the 
proper treatment and care for people living 
with lung cancer as well for family mem-
bers caring for their loved ones."

The Free to Breathe community has 
raised over $14 million to support ground-
breaking research and educational programs 
since 2005. This year, the organization will 
be funding two new lung cancer research 
grants totaling over $1.2 million. To join 
Jerry in this great event, visit www.freeto-
breathe.org/chelmsford.   

 

Field frenzy
     The sport of field hockey continues to 
grow in Methuen, and MHS varsity coach 
Kristen Swales is a big reason why. Swales 
is now developing a Methuen 7th- and 8th-
Grade Travel Field Hockey Program, unit-
ing the CGS, Marsh, Tenney and Timony 
schools. 
     Says Swales, "Many kids have partici-
pated in our clinics and spring league. Now, 
we are providing the chance to take the next 
step and join the travel team for a more 
competitive experience." 
     While beginners are also welcome to par-
ticipate in the travel team, Swales says that 

a commitment is essential: "There will be an 
introduction to more advanced skills, and it 
is expected that players on this team make 
field hockey one of their top priorities. 
     "Players will be expected to participate 
in games and practices two to four days per 
week. Games and practices will likely take 
place between 4 and 6 pm. Parents must be 
able to provide transportation for games and 
practices." 
     Based on enrollment, the program is 
looking to create either one or two teams of 
18 players. In the event that there are more 
registrants than spots on the team, a raffle 
system will be used to determine the teams. 
If the teams are not filled by Sept. 9, the 
registrations will be returned.
     Participants will need a field hockey 
stick, goggles, mouth guard, shin guards 
and sneakers. The season will run from 
Sept. 12 to Oct. 28, or until all games are 
played. Cost is $185 and includes team uni-
form: shirt, shorts and two pairs of socks. 
For registration and information, e-mail 
MethuenFH@gmail.com. 

Pedro's pupils
    Congratulations 
to Methuen's Jimmy 
Pedro, a two-time 
Olympic judo medalist 
(1996, 2004) and coach 
of Team USA at the 
2016 Rio Olympics. 
Pedro coached judo 
competitor Travis Ste-
vens, ranked fifth in the 
world, to a silver medal 
in Rio, the United 
States' first-ever silver 
in men's judo in the 81 kg division. 
     The silver was especially sweet for 
Stevens, who, in August of 2015, was di-
agnosed with MRSA (Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus), as well as cellulitis, 
and a muscle contusion in his right knee. 
     In addition to mentoring Stevens through 
his comeback, Pedro also guided Kayla 
Harrison to her second-straight Olympic 
gold medal.

Kudos to Methuen's own Olympic hero 
Jimmy Pedro for a job incredibly well done.

 

Blitz Bitz
Methuen Youth Wrestling is hosting a 

Bocce Tournament on Sept. 10 at the Burn-
ham Road fields. The day will start with a 
children’s whiffle ball tournament at 10 am. 
There will be nine kids per team and cost 
is $5 per child. Bocce starts at noon. Your 
team of four can take part for $200. Awards 
will be presented to top teams. Police ve-
hicles will be on site for participants to 
check out. Proceeds benefit Methuen Youth 
Wrestling and the Methuen Police Superior 
Officers Association. Info: Sheri Panas at 
sheri1478@gmail.com. 

John Molori is an author, columnist, and 
a member of the Methuen Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Facebook: John Molori, Twitter @
MoloriMedia. E-mail molorimedia@gmail.
com.

Methuen’s Jerry Gaglione is walking in the 
Chelmsford Free to Breathe 5K Run/Walk in 
honor of his mom, Deborah, who lost her 
life to lung cancer.

U.S. Olympic 
judo coach 

Jimmy Pedro
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date, the Festival has spent $1.8 million to 
support well over 140 preservation projects 
throughout the Merrimack Valley and be-
yond. Local businesses housed in historic 
properties, individual homeowners of his-
toric homes, as well as public historic en-
tities are encouraged each year to apply for 
the Festival of Trees grant program to help 
fund area preservation efforts.

"We understand the enormous amount 
of time, effort and money it takes to restore 
these important historical structures," said 

Sharon Pollard, president of the Festival of 
Trees. "We also know that many projects 
could not be completed without the com-
mitment of the revenue raised by our orga-
nization and hope to continue to increase 
the number of funded projects yearly."

Every year, the Festival of Trees hon-
ors an individual or organization that has 
demonstrated a commitment to preserving 
the history of the Merrimack Valley with its 
Preservation Award. This year's recipients 
are The City of Methuen and Union Con-

gregational Church Restoration and Preser-
vation Alliance.

In addition, Mann Orchards was the 
honoree of the Special Friend of the Fes-
tival Award. Founded in 1877 by Charles 
Mann, Mann Orchards is the oldest busi-
ness in Methuen. Today, Bill and Kathy 
Fitzgerald and their three children operate 
the farm stand and store. The Festival of 
Trees also shares a special connection to the 
Mann Orchards family: Charles W. Mann 
Sr., in addition to his excellence in farming, 
was the superintendent of the magnificent 
granite wall built by Edward F. Searles.

The Festival of Trees kicks off its 23rd 
year Nov. 19 and runs through Dec. 3.

Nine area preservation projects -- in-
cluding three from Methuen -- got a finan-
cial boost, courtesy of the Methuen Festival 
of Trees.

The Festival of Trees Inc. recently held 
its annual meeting at the Searles School and 
Chapel in Windham, N.H., where winners 
of the Historic Preservation Grant Program 
(up to $10,000 to qualified projects) were 
celebrated.

The local recipients and their projects 
are:

First Church Congregational, 
Methuen. The original Meeting House in 
Methuen was organized in 1729 and has 
served as the first church in the community 
for 287 years. A multi-phase effort is under 
way to restore all of the original windows, 
along with plans for preservation of its na-
tional treasure, The Resurrection Window 
donated by the Nevins family and created 
by John LaFarge.

Presentation of Mary, Methuen. 
While there are numerous ongoing projects 
taking place behind the walls of the former 
estate of Edward F. Searles, the most recent 
restoration consisted of significant repair 
to the roof and parapet re-pointing to the 
roof of the Chapel building to eliminate the 
threat of water damage to the interior of the 
building.

First Baptist Church, Methuen. The 
150-year-old church needed repairs to its 
triangular windows in the steeple section, 
as a result of significant water intrusion.

Other recipients of FOT grant money 
for recent preservation projects are:

Union Congregational Church, Ames-
bury.

Rolling Ridge Retreat and Confer-
ence Center, North Andover.

East Parish Meeting House, Haver-
hill.

The Searles School, Windham, N.H.
East Derry Village Improvement So-

ciety, East Derry, N.H.
First United Baptist Church of Low-

ell.
The FOT is the largest contributor of 

private, nonprofit funds specifically for 
preservation efforts in Massachusetts. To 

Festival of Trees presents preservation funds for local projects

The Festival of Trees board members recently got together to celebrate thousands of 
dollars’ worth of preservation grants during their annual meeting. Courtesy photos 

The Festival awarded four $1,000 scholar-
ships to students who have not only shown 
academic excellence but also volunteered 
during the Festival and participated in 
additional community services. Winners 
are (from left) Northern Essex graduate 
Helen Shirpe (Salve Regina) and Methuen 
High School graduates Salvatore Florio 
Jr. (UMass Lowell) and Evelina DelMonaco 
(UMass Dartmouth). Missing from photo is 
winner Catrina Crowe (Providence College). 

FOT President Sharon Pollard presents the 
Special Friends award to Bill Fitzgerald of 
Mann Orchards. Orchard founder Charles 
Mann was superintendent of the magnifi-
cent granite wall surrounding the Searles 
Estate.

CALENDAR
• 32nd annual Bread and Roses Her-
itage Festival: Sept. 5, 11:30 am to 6 
pm at Campagnone Common in Law-
rence. Free, one-day 'open air' cele-
bration for the whole family, honoring 
the historic 1912 Bread and Roses 
Strike. Historic trolley tours, Bread 
and Puppet Theater, various live mu-
sical performances, children's ac-
tivities including pony rides and face 
painting. breadandrosesheritage.org. 
• "The Essentials of Pain Manage-
ment," a Senior Lunch presentation 
with pain specialist Stephanie Gianou-
kos, MD, at Holy Family Hospital, 140 
Lincoln Ave., Haverhill on Sept. 6, 1 pm. 
in the first-floor auditorium. $5 includes 
meal of stuffed shells with marinara 
sauce, whole green beans, garlic bread, 
garden salad, dessert, tea and coffee. 

Registration required: 1-800-488-5959.  
• Primary Day: On Sept. 8, get out 
and vote! Narrow down the number 
of candidates for sheriff, state rep-
resentative, etc. Methuen polls 
will be open from 7 am to 7 pm. 
• "The Gondoliers": Methuen Young 
People’s Theatre performs this Gilbert 
and Sullivan operetta Sept. 10 at 2 and 
7:30 pm and Sept. 11, 3 pm. $10 for 
adults, $5 for children under 12. Methuen 
Memorial Music Hall, 192 Broadway. 
• Rabbits 101 and Fee Waived Rab-
bit Adoptathon: Sept. 10, 11 am to 
noon at the MSPCA at Nevins Farm. 
Thinking about adding a rabbit to your 
family - or just want to learn more 
about them? Topics will include be-
havior, diet, housing, exercise, han-
dling and wellness. MSPCA will waive 

the adoption fees for rabbits from 
Sept. 10 to 25. mspca.org/nevins. 
• Spaghetti Dinner: Sept. 14, 4:30 
to 6:30 pm at Methuen Village, 4 
Gleason St. $10 per person, free to 
Methuen Village residents. Proceeds 
benefit the Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 
RSVP by Sept. 9: (978) 685-2220. 
• The New England Rose Society’s 
monthly meeting is Sept. 17, 10 am at 
the Methuen Activity Center, 77 Lowell 
St. It will consist of a business meeting 
with a presentation to follow: “Roses: 
Which roses did well, which didn't and 
why?” Each meeting also features an 
"Ask the Expert" session where long-
time Consulting Rosarians share their 
knowledge and expertise. New mem-
bers always welcome. Info: rosepetals.
org.
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Fall means school open houses. Local high schools are 
inviting students as young as fifth grade to tour their facility 
and get a feel for which school is the right match for them.

Here are some local high school open houses: 
• Methuen High School: Oct. 8 open house for students 

in grades 5 through 8 from 10 am until 1 pm. A variety of 
concession stands, arts and crafts, and fall activities are 
planned. The building will also be open to the community 
for walk-throughs as the city continues to showcase the 
incredible facility, which recently underwent a $98 million 
renovation.

• Lowell Catholic: Open houses Oct. 13, 6:30 to 8:30 
pm and Oct. 23, 11 am to 1 pm. Challenging curriculum 
for students at every academic level, competitive athletics 
program, numerous co-curricular activities and fine-arts 
opportunities, and a dedication to serving others through 
community service. 530 Stevens St., Lowell.

• Presentation of Mary Academy: Oct. 16, 10 am to 1 
pm. Co-ed college-prep high school founded in 1958 by the 
Sisters of the Presentation of Mary. PMA provides a quality 
education that seeks to integrate Catholic beliefs and values 
with academic excellence, offering a student teacher ratio 
of 12:1 and a typical class size of 18 students. 209 Law-
rence St., Methuen.  

• Central Catholic High School: Oct. 30, 12:30 to 4 
pm. Co-ed, Catholic high school that boasts 23 AP courses, 
an Honors Program, university classes and a 100 percent 
college-acceptance rate. 300 Hampshire St., Lawrence. 

 

GLTS offers free meals to all
Breakfast and lunch are now offered free to charge to all 

students at Greater Lawrence Technical School in Andover, 
regardless of household income.

The program is part of the Community Eligibility Pro-
vision universal meal plan. The goal is to increase partici-
pation in school meals that are healthy and without stigma, 
while helping kids do well in the classroom. CEP also cuts 
labor costs in school administrations by eliminating the ad-
ministrative process of collecting, reviewing and verifying 
hundreds of individual meal applications.

Eligible schools are those where 40 percent of student 
enrollment is directly certified for free meals based on 

participation in a program like SNAP or Medicaid or are 
homeless, runaways, migrant, foster or Head Start status.

Boston Public Schools have been using this system 
since the 2013-2014 school year.

“The Community Eligibility Provision is a tremendous 
new tool for us,” said John Lavoie, superintendent director 
of GLTS. “Now, all of our children will have access to 
these healthy meals without fear of judgment from anyone. 
We know from experience that full, healthy children are 
much better prepared to learn and, ultimately, have greater 
educational success.”

 

Ranger Band busy this fall
The top-notch Methuen High Ranger Band has several 

upcoming competitions. You can check them out at these 
dates and times:

North Andover High School, 430 Osgood St.: Oct. 1. 
Methuen performs at 7:35 pm.

Billerica Middle School Field, 15 Floyd St.: Oct. 15. 
Methuen performs at 7:20 pm.

Reading High School, 62 Oakland Road: Oct. 22. 
Methuen performs at 7:05 pm. 

The 2016 New England Marching Band Championships 
- including performances by Boston University Marching 
Band, University of Mass Lowell Marching Band and 
University of Connecticut Marching Band - are set for Oct. 
30 at Lawrence’s Veterans Memorial Stadium. Methuen 
performs at 5:45 pm.

Find out more at http://www.nesba.org.

BINGO Night is Sept. 30
It’s BINGO Night time, courtesy of the Methuen Schol-

arship Foundation. The public is invited to a fun evening 
out Sept. 30, 7 to 10pm at Gaythorne Hall, 462 Broadway, 
Methuen. Admission is $20 and includes nine cards with 
11 games and a dauber! Cover-All game is $5 extra. Must 
be 18 years of age or older. Cash bar and bring your own 
snacks. Each year, the Foundation provides thousands in 
scholarship dollars to college-bound Methuen seniors.

SCHOOL BRIEFS
High schools open doors to potential students

The artwork of former MHS art teachers Hillary Scott 
(left) and Karen Fitzgerald is featured in a Newburyport 
gallery show this month. Courtesy photo

Ex-art teachers have gallery show
A pair of former Methuen High art teachers has 

teamed up for a gallery show of their work.
"Oil and Water, Hillary Scott and Karen Fitzgerald" 

runs Sept. 20 to 25 at the Newburyport Art Association, 
65 Water St. Events include a Meet and Greet on Sept. 
20 at 2 pm., a watercolor demo on Sept. 22 at 2 pm, an 
artists’ reception Sept. 23 from 6 to 8 pm and an oil demo 
Sept. 25 at 2 pm.

Fitzgerald worked as a middle school and high school 
art teacher. Of her 28 years in Methuen schools, the 
last 14 were spent teaching darkroom photography at 
Methuen High. Scott also worked as an art teacher at 
Methuen High before leaving to raise her children. The 
two reconnected a couple years ago at the Newburyport 
Art Association and invite former MHS students and 
colleagues to check out their show.

CALENDAR
• 4th annual Passion for Fashion 
Show: Sept. 15, 6 pm at DiBurro’s in 
Ward Hall to benefit the Nevins Fam-
ily of Services’ Alzheimer's program. 
Emcee is Cheryl Fiandaca, investiga-
tive reporter from WHDH, Channel 7 
News. $60 per person. Advance tickets 
only. Info: Lisa Shea, (978) 682-7611. 
• 14th annual City of Lawrence Civil 
War Weekend: Living-history encamp-
ment Sept. 17, 9 am to 9 pm and 
Sept. 18 9:30 am to 4 pm on the North 
Common. Children’s muster, cannons, 
lectures and historical exhibits at City 
Hall, viewing of the movie “Abraham 
Lincoln: Vampire Slayer.” Sponsored 
by City of Lawrence, Lawrence Cul-
tural Council and Lawrence Civil War 
Memorial Guard. Info: (978) 686-9881.    
• Diagnosis, Prevention and Treat-
ment of Colorectal Cancer: Free 
seminar with colorectal surgeon 
Romie Mundy on Sept. 21, 6 to 7 
pm in the ground-floor auditorium at 
Holy Family Hospital, 70 East St., 
Methuen. Learn how to prevent col-

orectal cancer, the benefits of colonos-
copy and early detection, etc. Free. 
Register: 1-800-488-5959.  
• 15th annual Blackdog Builders 
'Cause for the Paws' Golf Tournament: 
Sept. 22 at Windham (N.H.) Country 
Club. Play golf, win prizes and raffles, 
and enjoy a fantastic dinner while rais-
ing money for animals at the MSPCA at 
Nevins Farm. Check-in begins at 7 am, 
with a shotgun start at 8. www.black-
dogbuilders.com/cause-for-the-paws. 
• CARES Initiative’s Overdose 
Vigil: Sept. 23, 6 to 8 pm at Riverside 
Park. The event honors those lost to ad-
diction. Bring pictures to display on the 
Memorial Board. CARES (Community 
Addiction Resource Engagement Spe-
cialists) works full time within the Methuen 
Police Department to address the ef-
fects substance abuse has on families 
and communities. Info: (978) 701-7782. 
• 1970s-80s Dance Party: Sept. 
24, 7 pm at the Methuen Sons of 
Italy. $15 for members, $20 for 
non-members. Free appetizers. 

Info: Marguerite, (978) 852-1278.  
• First day of fall: Sept. 22. 
• Pipes and Pipes Car Show: Sept. 
24, 12:30 to 4 pm. Antique and clas-
sic car presentation on the grounds 
of Methuen Memorial Music Hall, 
192 Broadway. Rain date: Sept. 
25. Info: Rick, (978) 771-4209. 
• MSPCA Fall 2016 Vaccination Clin-
ic: Oct. 16, 7 to 11 am at the Noble 
Family Adoption Center at Nevins 
Farm. Bring your dog on a leash or 
your cat in a carrier, along with any 
previous vaccination records if avail-
able. Microchips (a form of permanent 
identification) will also be available, as 
well as nail trims. $15 for each vaccine, 
$25 for microchip, nail trims are $8. 
• Reggie Autumn Craft & Vendor 
Fair: Oct. 29 at Greater Lawrence 
Technical School in Andover. Ta-
bles available for crafters and ven-
dors. Info: SOuellette@glts.net. 
• 20th annual Lawrence Vietnam Me-
morial 4 mile Road Race/ Walk: Oct. 
30 at the Claddagh Pub, 399 Canal 

St., Lawrence. Walk at 10:30 am, race 
at 11. Pre-entry is $22. Ziti dinner, 
complimentary beverage, first 250 en-
trants will receive a shirt. To enter, 
go to: nerunner.com, runningintheusa.
com or roadracerunner.com. Remem-
ber the fallen 18 heroes from Law-
rence who gave their lives in Vietnam. 
• State Election: Nov. 8. Polls will be 
open from 7 am to 7 pm. Vote for pres-
ident, as well as four statewide ballot 
questions relating to marijuana, gam-
bling, farm animals and charter schools.

ONGOING
• Al-Anon: “Serenity First” open discus-
sion for those bothered by someone’s 
drinking. Meets first Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at First Church Con-
gregational, 26 Pleasant St., Methuen. 
• Alzheimer’s Support Group: Third 
Thursday of the month, 6 pm at 
Methuen Village, 4 Gleason St. Share 
your concerns and personal experi-
ences with others who know what you 
are going through. (978) 685-2220. 
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On a gorgeous late-summer evening last 
month, there was excitement - but, more 
importantly, gratitude - in the air at St. 
Monica’s School.

Now in its 58th year, the school was 
about to bless and unveil its new preschool 
wing. But before heading into the building, 
Principal Sister Suzanne Fondini and St. 
Monica’s Pastor Bill Lohan made sure to 
personally thank those who worked so hard 
to make this addition to St. Monica’s a re-
ality. Due to this team effort, two preschool 
classrooms will open Sept. 6.

“Our faculty is a community, and this 
would not have happened without their ded-
ication as well as the help we received from 
so many of you,” Fondini told the crowd.

Fondini and Lohan shared several re-
markable stories of giving, while handing 
out hand-written thank-you cards, floral 
bouquets and hugs. Here are just a few:

A big thank-you went to the Sisters of 
Presentation of Mary Academy, located 
just across the street. After 59 years, they 
closed their Early Childhood Program last 
June due to a diminishing number of sisters 
and declining resources. Fondini noted that 
St. Monica’s would have never opened a 
preschool without PMA’s blessing - which 
they got. PMA also donated their preschool 
furniture, cubbies, toys and boxes of educa-
tional resources. Sr. Helen Cote, provincial 
of the U.S. Province of the Presentation of 
Mary Sisters, called closing the preschool 
one of the hardest decisions she’s had to 
make but said she is comforted that St. 
Monica’s will carry on the work.

Karen Sylvia, who taught first grade 
for 31 years, is one of three new preschool 
teachers at St. Monica’s and was the driving 
force behind getting the classrooms ready. 
Fondini thanked her and teacher Patty Arasi 
for spending their summer at the school and 

leading the transformation. 
Sylvia also enlisted the help of her hus-

band, her mother, her aunt, her daughter and 
her daughter’s boyfriend.

“Oh boy - did she make everyone work!” 
said Fondini.

Brian Razzetti is the talented boyfriend 
whose hand-drawn murals of Tinkerbell, 
Winnie the Pooh and a huge “Finding 
Nemo” scene now decorate the preschool 
wing. The UMass Lowell mechanical en-
gineering student, who admits art is “a 
passion,” donated his time throughout the 
summer to complete the project.

Fondini admits that she really didn’t 
know how many preschoolers would enroll 

this first year.
“But the parents kept coming in and we 

just couldn’t say no,” she said.
More than 30 students will be part of St. 

SCHOOL DAYS

St. Monica’s new preschool was team effort

Preschool teacher Maddie Kraus holds the blessing, read by the Rev. Bill Lohan. St. 
Monica’s student Julia Alaimo was in charge of the holy water. Photos by Melissa Fili 

Karen Sylvia, who has been a first-grade 
teacher for 31 years, will now teach pre-
school at St. Monica’s and spent her summer 
transforming the preschool wing.

Brian Razzetti volunteered his time to hand-draw several murals for the preschoolers.

A crowd of supporters was onhand at the blessing and unveiling of the new preschool wing.

Monica’s first preschool class. Their teach-
ing team consists of Sylvia, Maddie Kraus 
and Debbie Keefe.

It was 10 years ago that St. Moni-
ca’s first welcomed kindergartners to their 
school.

FALL FUN!

Don’t you love fall, with all of its fairs & festivals?
To have an upcoming 

fall event listed in MethuenLife’s October 
calendar, send info to Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call 

(978) 682-4777.
Deadline to submit for the October issue is Sept. 18.
















