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For as long as anyone can remember, he was the presence at all things Methuen: sport-
ing events at every level, cheerleader competitions, plays, concerts and award ceremonies 
— many of which honored him. And always decked out in his trademark beige khakis, blue 
blazer and boat shoes.

Simply known as “Mr. Nick,” Arthur Nicholson III was a fixture at so many Ranger 
events that many theorized there were more than one of him. But as we know, there could 
be only one Mr. Nick.

He was an English teacher at Tenney before a long run at Methuen High 
School where he served as vice principal and principal, loved by colleagues 
and students. For five years he served a special projects administrator 
leading the MHS renovation.

Each spring for the past several years he worked Methuen High 
Searles/Tenney Hall of Fame for Distinguished Alumni and the 
Methuen High School Athletic Hall of Fame. When not in the 
school setting he was a member of the Nevins Memorial Library 
Board of Trustees, president of the Methuen Credit Union Board 
of Directors and a volunteer for the Methuen Arbor Group.

For his tireless commitment to Methuen, he received the 
Methuen Exchange Club’s Book of Golden Deeds Award and the 
Methuen Board of Trade Person of the Year. 

Late in February, Mr. Nick was diagnosed with stage 4 
pancreatic cancer. He died March 5. He is survived by his wife 
Susan, daughter Courtney Carace and son Patrick.

Here are a few personal reflections.

Ellie Sicard, secretary to Mr. Nick for 40 years
“I didn’t know him as a boss. We were like family, we were so 

close. He was a very, very, very caring person. I started at 19 as a 
secretary when he was assistant principal at MHS. On Monday morn-
ing he would request a list of all the sporting events for the week that 
he could attend.

People thought once he got married and had kids it would change, but it 
never did. I don’t know how he did it ... he had a good wife and family behind him.”

“We’d visit (Dean of Discipline) Sheila Cunningham once a month after she had a seri-
ous stroke. My mother passed away two months ago and he attended the wake and funeral. 
A few days later he called to say it was a beautiful eulogy and when are we going to visit 
Sheila again.”

“Methuen was a much better place for having someone like him. I was so lucky to have 
worked under him all those years. Whether you were the mayor’s daughter or lived on 
Tenney Street, it didn’t matter. He made everyone feel special. He treated everyone with 
respect.”

 
Methuen School Superintendent Judy Scannell, who served under then-Assistant Su-
perintendent Nicholson while she was an administrator of curriculum and instruction.

“For me, Nick just had a heart of gold. He never had an unkind word about anybody. 
He could peel away the layers of any student and find the good and build upon it. He was 
just so kind to everyone. It’s very unique in this day and age to find someone who can look 
at something so calmly and find the good.”

“We had gone in different directions (in the school department), then we reconnected 

the last six years working on the high school renovation. We made it a point to have coffee 
every morning and discuss plans and what we’d do next. Things were moving along so fast 
... he was ecstatic. He would not shoot from the hip. He’d take the information, then we’d 
sit down and discuss it, so decisions were well thought out. I really liked that about him.”

Former Methuen Mayoral Aide Matt Kraunelis, a Methuen High grad who is current 
director of administrative services for the town of North Reading

“I’d known Mr. Nick for a lot years. When I played football I received an 
award for good sportsmanship. In 1987 he wrote me a personal note, even 

though he was a busy guy. I kept it in a scrapbook all these years because 
it meant a lot to me.”

The typed letter, dated Jan.5, 1987, congratulates Matt for earning 
the Ziggy Feugill Memorial Award. Then Mr. Nick added a hand-writ-
ten message: “I am very proud to have an individual like you here 
at Methuen High and doing so well. Congratulations and continued 
success.”

“He was the vice principal and also very well known in the com-
munity, so it was great that he wrote that,” said Kraunelis, noting 
that his admiration of Nicholson spanned decades.

“It was a generational thing for me. He graduated with my 
mom; he was vice principal when I was there in 1987 and now my 
son is on the wrestling team and Mr. Nick would go to those meets. 
I thought it was great that he’d come to all those events even though 
he was retired.”

 
Mayor Steve Zanni

“I used to joke with Arthur that he always reminded me of the book 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ the story of a unique teacher and the special re-

lationship he forged with his students. In many ways, Mr. Nick was our 
Mr. Chips. 
“No one cared for our students and young people more than Arthur Nichol-

son. In times of struggle, Arthur was always there — a comforting figure bringing 
rationality and intelligence to any situation. He touched people's hearts in the most 

basic manner with a kind word or a letter of encouragement. His care and concern was 
unconditional, regardless of a student's popularity, sports acumen, or grade point average. 

“Arthur's care did not end when a student graduated from Methuen High School. He 
was known to keep track of alumni and continue to be a source of strength and counsel 
as his students grew into adulthood. I first met Arthur in 1988 when my son Jeffrey was 
playing freshman football for the Rangers. I was surprised to see Arthur, then the Methuen 
High School principal, at a freshman game. As time passed, I realized that Arthur attended 
every event that involved his students. 

“I know that one of his proudest moments was in 1992 when the Methuen High School 
football team, coached by his dear friend Larry Klimas, won the Division 2A Super Bowl. 
My friendship with Arthur was built over time, and I always admired his passionate in-
volvement in all things Methuen.

“He was a solid citizen who put his community before himself. I will miss all of these 
things about Arthur, but like the rest of Methuen, I will miss his friendship and loyalty 
most of all. He was all about family, and in Arthur's case, that family included an entire 
community. His heart and soul was truly in Methuen.”

Thousands of people in Methuen 
and beyond sent Arthur Nicholson 
positive thoughts and heartfelt re-
flections via the MethuenLife Face-
book page last month.

MethuenLife editor Steve Whip-
ple spoke with both Mr. Nick and his 
wife Susan while they were at Beth 
Israel Deacones Hospital on March 
2, awaiting word on when the be-
loved former principal could return 
home to fight the cancer from the 
city he loved.

The couple agreed to have in-
formation about Mr. Nick’s cancer 
diagnosis posted on our Facebook 
page, providing the community with 
up-to-date and accurate informa-
tion. The response was immediate 
and overwhelming, with that original 
post asking for “Thoughts, prayers 

and well wishes for Mr. Nick” re-
ceiving over 475 comments. Mr. 
Nick’s daughter Courtney wrote on 
her CaringBridge.org blog that, from 
his hospital bed, her dad read every 
comment. And when he got tired, 
he had family members continue 
reading them.

“He was so overwhelmed. I wish 
you could have seen the smile on 
his face,” she wrote.

Here are some of the poignant 
and heartfelt comments from the 
MethuenLife Facebook page as Mr. 
Nick fought - and just days later, lost 
- his battle with pancreatic cancer.

Janet Towler There is nobody like 
you Mr. Nick ... everyone knows 
who Mr. Nick is ... no need to use 
your full name. You are the biggest 

inspiration Methuen has ever had to 
all kids, in sports or not. My husband 
Don and I were SO impressed that 
you took the time to go to Berkeley 
Retirement Home last year to award 
his Mom, Helen Corcoran, her high 
school diploma at 102 years old. We 
cherish that moment with you. Best 
wishes and many prayers, Janet 
and Don Towler.

Anh Pham The Pham Family is 
forever grateful to your kindness 
and leadership to reunite our family 
together in 1989, after nine years of 
separation. You made the impossi-
ble to become miracle for us. Please 
get well. We shall always think of 
you and your family. Our thoughts 
and prayers to you, Mr. Nick... Hung 
Pham MHS Class of 1990.

 
John James Woronka Isn't strange 
when a teenager encounters great-
ness they do not understand. It's 
only when we are older that we can 
fully appreciate the gift of Mr. Nick. 
Thank you for all you did for us clue-
less kids. Many of us are who we 
are because of you. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you.

Bonnie Fitts Awwwww.....Mr. Nick. 
Senior year memories of you are of 
someone who was compassionate, 
wise, and firm when he needed 
to be. Such a great example of 
an amazing man. Senior year...I 
felt I had an ally. Sending positive 
thoughts to you from North Carolina 
34 years after graduation.

Brian Koslowski Godspeed, Mr. 
Nick. You were an inspiring leader, 
a true educator, a caring mentor, 
and had the best tie/blazer collec-
tion. You played an essential role in 
influencing my decision to pursue a 
career in education. Your immense 
sense of pride for Methuen as a 
magnetic community-builder will for-
ever be appreciated. Thank you for 
touching my life, and the lives of 
many, many folks in Methuen. Rest 
easy.

Tim Mcmahon Even though he sus-
pended me many times in my high 
scool years I admired his loyalty 
and he was crafty at finding ways to 
catch kids skipping school. One time 

Arthur Nicholson III was educational pillar, yet friend to all

Outpouring of love for Mr. Nick on social media

See Mr. NICK, Page 14
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The 9th annual Methuen/Merrimack 
Valley Relay for Life is returning to its 
original home - the Methuen High track - 
and organizers are again pumped up to raise 
money to fight cancer.

The event starts at noon May 21 and 
ends at 6 am on May 22.

Due to the stadium renovation, last 
year’s event was held near the school’s 
baseball field. There was still a tremendous 
turnout of 811 participants and 75 teams. 
In the past eight years, this event has raised 
$1.39 million for the American Cancer 
Society.

The relay is a way to celebrate people 
who have fought cancer and survived, to re-
member loved ones we have lost and to help 
make a difference right here in Methuen. 

There will be fun activities for the whole 
family, including a dunk tank, ultimate Fris-
bee games, a photo booth, bounce houses, 
and more. Moving ceremonies will also 
provide participants with a place to reflect 
on how cancer has personally affected you, 
a community of people who have been sim-
ilarly affected, and the opportunity to take 
action and fight back against the dreaded 
disease.

Leading this year’s event are student 
leads Nika Nguyen, Kaylee Rotondo and 

Katie Mrozowski. Adult leads are Methuen 
High teacher Sarah Boyd along with Col-
leen Heggarty and Lou Zellin.

 Community volunteers are the back-
bone of the Relay For Life movement, and 

more people are needed to help this year. To 
sign up, donate, or get more information, 
visit RelayForLife.org/MethuenMVMA or 
call AMC rep Brian Shea at (781) 314-
2633.

Last year, the ladies of "Donna's Diamonds" helped cool participants and spectators of the 
Relay for Life by selling refreshing cups of Kona Ice. ML file photo

Relay for life is back at the track!
• 25th annual YMCA Auction: April 
30, 6 pm at DiBurro’s in Haverhill. 
Dinner, cocktail hour, silent and live 
auctions, NECN weatherman Matt 
Noyes will be auctioneer. Benefits 
local YMCA programs, including those 
at the Methuen facility. $100 per per-
son. Info/tickets: krozzi@mvymca.org. 
•Spring Art Show: May 7 and 8 
(Mother’s Day weekend) at Methuen 
Memorial Music Hall on Broadway, 
hosted by Arts Institute Group of the 
Merrimack Valley. All artists are en-
couraged to submit work to be dis-
played. Info: artsinstitutegroup.org. 
• 8th annual Dan Ford Road Race is May 
14. Save the date! More details to follow. 
• Methuen/Merrimack Valley Relay 
for Life: May 21 and 22 at Methuen 
High track. Follow them on Face-
book for upcoming meetings and 
fund-raisers.methuenrelay@gmail.com.  
• Memorial Day Parade: May 30. If 
interested in marching, contact the Vet-
erans Office at (978) 983-8585.

CALENDAR

GET LISTED 
To have an upcoming event listed in 
MethuenLife’s calendar, send info to 
Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call 

(978) 682-4777.
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CALENDAR

SCHOOL BRIEFS
Teachers win 
Seed Money

Several Methuen science teachers 
are ready to dig into spring, courtesy of 
Seed Grant Money from the Methuen 
Garden Club.

This year’s winners received bean 
and snap pea seeds from Johnny’s 
seeds from Winslow, Maine, as well as 
$50 each to put toward materials like 
soil, containers or starting kits.

This year’s recipients are:
Islamic School for Peace: sec-

ond-grade teacher Karima Lahyani.
Marsh School: fourth-grade teach-

er Lisa Harty and third-grade teach-
ers Sharon LaPlante and Catherine 
Olszowy.

St. Monica’s School: fourth- and 
fifth-grade teacher Deborah O’Neil.

Tenney School: eighth-grade teach-
er Douglas Patten.

Timony School: first-grade teacher 
Mandy O’Brien, grade-one ESL teacher 
Tracey Correia, third-grade teachers 
Cathie Onessimo and Amy Pinciak, 
second-grade teacher Jodie Templer.

This program is part of the Garden 
Club’s mission to spread a love of gar-
dening. The teachers will incorporate 
into their classes subjects such as plant 
lifecycle and parts of a plant to how 
changing light and water conditions 
affect growth.

    
SEPAC Resource 

Fair is April 10
The 5th annual Methuen SEPAC 

Association Recreational and Resource 
Fair is set for April 10, 3 to 6 pm at 
Comprehensive Grammar School, 100 
Howe St.

Vendors cover a wide variety of top-
ics from advocacy, financial planning, 
special needs trusts, vocational and 
transitional services, yoga and dance, 
hippotherapy and more. There will also 
be a caricaturist, a DJ and raffles. 
Methuen fire and police will be on-hand 
with their vehicles.

Admission is free.
To find out more about the Methuen 

Special Education Parental Advisory 
Council, visit methuensepac.com.

 
Great run for MHS 

Mock Trial team
The Methuen High Mock Trial Club’s 

first visit to the States in 15 years had a 
judge taking notice.

Though the team lost to St. John’s 
Prep during the competition in Worces-
ter, Methuen team adviser Jonathan 
Becker tells MethuenLife that the Rang-
ers’ performance was top-notch: “De-
spite having one of the best trials we 
have had, St. John’s performance was 
flawless. The judge in the trial com-
mented that all the Methuen witnesses 
were excellent and Matt Karpowicz was 
the essence of his character. The judge 
also commented that Teri Clover gave 
one of the best attorney performanc-

es she has seen. Everyone on the 
Methuen team did a great job and we 
are all proud of the effort that they put 
in.”

This was the 31st year for the Mass. 
Bar Association’s High School Mock 
Trial Program.

 
CGS presents 
‘Wonderland’

The CGS Drama Club will perform 
"Dorothy In Wonderland" on April 1 at 
7 pm and April 2 at 1 pm. Join a mad 
adventure and help Dorothy and Alice 
find their way home from Wonderland. 
You will meet fabulous characters from 
Oz and Wonderland during this musical 
production. Will Dorothy and Alice be 
able to get past the Queen of Hearts? 
Come find out!

There are 23 CGS students in the 
cast and 13 in the crew.

Tickets are free and can be picked 
up at the CGS before the show, or at the 
door on the days of the performances. 

Scholarships 
available

• Arts Institute Group of the Mer-
rimack Valley, Inc. invites graduating 
seniors in the class of 2016 at public 
Merrimack Valley high schools to apply 
for a $1,000 scholarship. Qualifications 
include planning to major in art or art-re-
lated study and producing 3 examples 
of their artwork. Applications available 
now at public high school guidance and 
art departments, and must be received 
by April 20. Info: wilwinslow@msn.com 
or pilarquintana@comcast.net.

• Methuen Scholarship Founda-
tion Inc. awards scholarships to col-
lege-bound Methuen High seniors. Ap-
plications available at MHS Guidance 
Office or on the Naviance website. 
Deadline: April 1.

• The Walter "Red" Winn Memorial 
Scholarships, given by the Trustees 
of Nevins Memorial Library in memory 
of Walter "Red" Winn, who gave years 
of service to Methuen through his work, 
volunteer activities and selfless devo-
tion to the people of the community. The 
student who best exemplifies the quali-
ties embodied by Winn will be selected. 
Special consideration may be given to 
individuals who have volunteered or 
worked at the library. The awards will 
be a minimum of $250. Applications 
are at high school guidance offices, at 
the library’s Reference Desk, or may 
be downloaded from www.nevinslibrary.
org. Deadline: April 15.

• Methuen Exchange Club is offer-
ing three Students of the Year schol-
arships ($1,000), one Arthur Hutton 
Memorial Scholarship and one Greg-
ory Dubrocke Memorial Scholarship. 
Open to all public and private high 
school seniors who are legal residents 
of Methuen and will be attending a col-
lege (except for Dubrocke scholarship). 
Applications available at high school 
guidance offices.

St. Monica’s teacher Deborah O’Neil shows off the seeds she received from Methuen Garden 
Club President Tim Vermette, as part of the club’s Seed Grant Money program. Courtesy 
photo
 

SEED MONEY

• The Methuen Garden Club meets 
April 6, 7 pm at Nevins Memorial Li-
brary. Topic is The Joy of Herbs with 
speaker Rita Wollmering of The Herb 
Farmacy in Sailisbury. The Herb Far-
macy was selected Best Herb Nurs-
ery in New England by Yankee Maga-
zine in 2014. Meeting open to public. 
• 60th anniversary of Methuen Fed-
eral Credit Union: Shareholders’ 
meeting, April 6. New members wel-
come. Ticket info: (978) 686-1471.  
• Spring Rummage Sale: For-
est Street Union Church, 15 Forest 
St., on April 9, 8 am to 1 pm. Cloth-
ing, household goods, baby goods, 

small furniture and appliances, etc. 
• Mann's Cruise Nights begin April 
11 at 6 pm at the orchard on Pleasant 
Valley Street. Check out the cars, enjoy 
some apple crisp and a whole lot more! 
• Bridge Ministry benefit dinner: The 
Granite United Bridge Ministry cares for 
the homeless and disadvantaged of Law-
rence by handing out food and essentials. 
Dinner is April 15, 5:30 to 8 pm at the Law-
rence Senior Center, 155 Haverhill St. 
Food, live music, raffles, and first-hand 
stories of life change. Held in partnership 
with the Merrimack Valley Dream Cen-
ter. Tickets: $10. Info: (978) 764-7256. 

• Earth Day Cleanup: April 16, 8:30 
am. Join the Methuen Rail Trail for 
spring cleaning on the trail and get 
a little exercise. Meet at the depot 
parking area on Railroad St. Bring 
gloves. Water and snacks provided. 
• The New England Rose Society 
meets 10 am April 16 at the Methuen 
Senior Activity Center, 77 Lowell St.  
The meeting will include a demonstra-
tion on pruning roses, followed by an 
"Ask the Expert" session where long-
time consulting Rosarians share their 
knowledge and expertise. New mem-
bers welcome. Info: rosepetals.org.   

• Head & neck cancer screenings: April 
21, 1 to 3:30 pm at Holy Family Hospi-
tal’s ground-floor outpatient clinic. Free 
screenings done by Dr. Gentry Thatcher, 
a board-certified ENT from New England 
Ear, Nose, Throat & Facial Plastic Sur-
gery. Those who smoke, chew tobacco, 
consume alcohol, or have a prior history 
of head and neck cancer have a greater 
risk of developing head and neck cancer. 
Symptoms include a lump, a sore that 
does not heal, a sore throat that does 
not go away, difficulty swallowing, and a 
change or hoarseness in the voice. Call 
(800) 488-5959 to reserve your spot. 




















