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Recycle, continued from page 3

carts? What about in-law apartments?
In the proposed automated program, sin-

gle-family through four-unit multi-family 
households will remain eligible for trash and 
recycling pickup. Each residential house-
hold from one to four units will receive a 
set of wheeled carts as part of the proposed 
program. Residences taxed as a single-fam-
ily household will receive one 64-gallon 
wheeled cart for trash and one 95-gallon 
wheeled cart for recycling; residences taxed 
as two-family households will receive two 
64-gallon carts for trash and two 95-gallon, 
wheeled carts for recycling;  residences 
taxed as three-family households, three 
64-gallon carts for trash and three 95-gallon 
carts for recycling; and  residences taxed 
as four-family households will receive four 
64-gallon carts for trash and four 95-gallon, 
wheeled carts for recycling. In-law apart-
ments are not taxed as units separate from 
the single-family residence to which they 
are attached, so they will not receive their 
own carts.

 
Today was a very windy day and trash 
barrels, bins and debris were blowing 
around the street. Who will pay for dam-
aged carts?

While the carts will be the property of 
the city, the responsibility to repair or re-
place the carts will lie with the vendor. The 
carts are extremely durable, however in the 
event that a cart becomes damaged, loses 
a wheel or the lid breaks off, the vendor 
will promptly repair the damage or re-
place the cart at no cost to the homeowner. 
 
The DPW has estimated that the auto-
mated collection program will help save 
approximately $200,000 to $250,000 in 
trash disposal costs. Is that an annual 
savings and how did that estimate get 
developed?

The savings estimates were calculated 
considering the annual percentage drop in 
trash realized by other communities that 
have adopted similar automated programs. 
With these percentages applied to our annu-
al trash disposal costs, we were able to de-
velop the approximate range of savings we 
can expect. These are, of course, estimates 
so the actual numbers could be different, 
but we believe that the savings will likely 
be greater than the estimates.

For example, two of the more recent 
communities to adopt automated collec-
tion programs include the City of Lynn, 
who just reported a 25% reduction in 
trash in the first year of their program, 
and the Town of Wilmington, who re-
ported a 25% reduction after the first five 
months of their automated program. For 
our estimates we considered a 20% re-
duction in trash. Our 2014 trash disposal 
costs were approximately $1.25 million. 

What happens when parked cars block 
access to the wheeled carts?

Occasionally, this is an issue with our 
current program and we expect that this 
may happen with the proposed program 

sometimes as well. The first couple months 
of the program will be an adjustment period 
when residents will get used to how the 
new system works. As in other communities 
that have implemented automated-collec-
tion programs, the collection vendor will 
work in cooperation with the city to resolve 
such instances. In the months leading up to 
start of the program there will be significant 
public outreach so that residents understand 
where, when and how to leave the carts out 
or pick-up as well as many other compo-
nents of the program.

Will yard waste still be collected at the 
curb?

Under the proposed Automat-
ed Trash and Recycling program, yard 
waste will still be picked up at the curb. 
 
Our family recycles a lot. Can we get an 
additional recycling cart?

One of the major goals of the proposed 
program is to reduce our trash disposal 
expenses. Obviously, one of the best ways 
to accomplish this is to increase recycling. 
However, we must carefully consider and 
compare the additional expenses associated 
with things such as unlimited recycling 
carts and/or more frequent recycling pick-
up against the savings generated by the 
reduction in trash. Currently, there is no 
limit on the amount of recyclables that res-
idents can dispose of via city services and 
residents do a good job of consolidating 
and stacking recyclables in order to make 
them fit in bins and barrels. Additionally, 
residents enjoy unlimited drop-off recycling 
at the Methuen Transfer Station. Under the 
proposed program there will still be no 
limit to the amount of recyclables residents 
are allowed to dispose of through the city, 
whether at the curb or at the transfer station. 
Other communities that have implemented 
automated recycling collection programs 
have found that for the vast majority of 
residents, the 95-gallon wheeled cart is suf-
ficient for handling recyclables generated 
in a bi-weekly program. However, since 
aggressive recycling suits the goals of the 
program, the city is currently investigating 
additional, economically viable, ways to 
provide increased recycling capacity at the 
curb through the proposed program.

What will stop residents from putting 
trash in the recycling cart?

Each of the automated vehicles used for 
pick-up of trash and recyclables is equipped 
with a camera that is situated to record what 
falls from each cart. When one of these 
vehicles recognizes that ineligible material 
has made its way into the recycling stream, 
the vendor can review the record and de-
termine where the ineligible material was 
generated. Now, in any program there are 
times when a resident will inadvertently 
place some ineligible material in with the 
recycling. The camera will not be used to 
police every item that gets into the recycling 
stream, but in the case where a resident 
continually uses the recycling cart for trash 

we will be able to address it very easily. 
Other communities that have adopted the 
automated program have found this camera 
and other enforcement tools to be sufficient 
measures.

The new program will cost the city 
money, not save money.

Upon review of similar programs adopt-
ed in other communities, all indications are 
that the proposal will generate significant 
savings for the city on trash disposal. The 
city recently began a procurement process 
to allow vendors to compete for the oppor-
tunity to deliver our automated trash and 
recycling program. The proposals provided 
by vendors and the negotiations that follow 
will allow the city to consider the costs and 
savings associated with the program and 
determine if it is right for our community.

The residents will not see/realize the 
cost savings benefits of the program. 
We have never seen taxes go down when 
other "cost saving" measures have been 
implemented in the past.

One of my responsibilities as director 
of Public Works is to research, investigate 
and report any and all cost-saving measures 
within the purview of public works that I 
can locate. This program offers potentially 
significant savings that could be used to off-
set other necessary city expenses that will 
drive the tax rate in the future.

What happens if the city doesn't move 
to the automated collection program?

The city is nearing the end of its current 
'traditional' contracts for trash and recycling 
pick-up. If we do not adopt the automated 
program, we will have to enter into a new 
contract for traditional pick-up of trash and 
recycling. When comparing a traditional 
program with the proposed automated pro-
gram we should think of the stated goals 
of going automated. First is savings. By 
continuing a traditional program we will 
have missed the opportunity to save hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars per year. The 
second goal is to create a fair and balanced 
situation where all residents share the re-
sponsibility to keep costs down. Currently, 
all residents pay the same for trash pick-up 
and disposal. However, some people recy-
cle aggressively and others don't recycle at 
all. Those residents who recycle are saving 
the city money on disposal, while those who 
do not are missing the opportunity to save. 
The new program will 'level the playing 
field' in this regard. The third goal is to 
create a cleaner and more appealing look in 
our neighborhoods on trash day. Currently, 
residents place trash bags and traditional 
garbage barrels out for pickup that are regu-
larly torn into by animals or hit by vehicles 
in the winter making a mess that residents 
and DPW workers have to clean. If the auto-
mated program moves forward, city-owned 
wheeled carts with lids will be provided 
to each participating household at no cost. 
Repair and replacement of the carts will be 
the responsibility of the vendor.

Bulky items won't fit in the wheeled 
cart.

Currently, each household is allowed to 
dispose of one bulky item per week at the 
curb for free. This service will remain the 
same under the new automated program. 
Bulky items are defined as a household 
trash item that is too large to fit in a con-
tainer (e.g. wheeled cart or bag) with com-
mon items being lawn furniture, a mattress, 
box spring, couch, chair or carpet (in 5 
foot lengths to fit in truck, rolled, tied or 
taped and not exceeding 60 pounds). Under 
the new program, residents will put bulky 
items out separately from their carts on a 
designated day. For example, if your current 
trash day is Tuesday, you will put out your 
trash cart Tuesday morning, but you will put 
your bulky item out on Friday. Residents 
will need to contact the collection vendor 
to schedule collection of their bulky item.

What will the cost of the overflow 
trash bags be?

The price of overflow or 'special occa-
sion' bags will be determined through the 
procurement process and negotiations with 
the vendor. Obviously, the city will endeav-
or to keep the cost of the bags as low as pos-
sible, but remember the price established 
for the overflow bag has to help offset four 
different costs: the cost of the bag itself, 
collection costs, administrative costs and, 
most importantly, the extra disposal costs 
the city has to pay for the trash in the bag. 
 
There is no room in the garage to store 
these wheeled carts.

The 64-gallon wheeled cart for trash 
takes up less space than two typical 32-gal-
lon trash barrels and the 95-gallon wheeled 
cart for recycling should take up less space 
than several bins or other containers (e.g. 
barrels labeled for recycling) currently 
being used by residents. If space is an issue, 
residents in other communities with an 
automated program are able to keep their 
wheeled carts outside the garage due to the 
covered lid and durability of the carts.

Has there been research on other com-
munities that have implemented an auto-
mated collection program?

The DPW has conducted significant re-
search on these types of programs in other 
communities. We have found that the pro-
gram will provide significant savings to 
the city. Each of the several communities 
we have researched has reported that the 
program works well and provides savings. 
As we proceed through the procurement 
process and subsequent negotiations with 
vendors we will understand better what our 
potential savings will be and if this is the 
best program for the city of Methuen.

 
There doesn't seem to be any recycling 
taking place at our parks and fields.  We 
should be able to recycle at these places.

The city is working on implementing 
recycling at these places and it is the goal 
of DPW to provide recycling receptacles 
at all parks and fields. Last year, the DPW 
applied for and received a grant towards 
this purpose. The first eight public space 
recycling containers have been purchased 
and are awaiting placement in the spring. 
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11-year-old Nick Nardone, a student at the 
CGS, has been chosen to play for the East 
Coast Selects-Q elite hockey program in 
Italy this spring. Courtesy photo

great basketball shape. They play against 
our kids in practice and that really helps. 
We are going to be in the mix in the MVC. 
Coming out of this conference, we are 
going to be confident and tested for the 
State Tournament. I think my team can play 
with anyone."

 
Crew call

In just two years, Methuen Crew's mid-
dle school rowing participants have become 
one of the most promising programs in the 
region. They won three titles in the spring 
2015 season and followed that up with 
an outstanding medal-winning performance 
this past fall.

In the competitive Head of the Merri-
mack Regatta, Methuen Crew swept the top 
three spots in two of the under-15 sculling 
events. Matt Ricetti won the Men's U15 
single and Victoria Moda took the gold in 
the Women's U15 single.

Subsequently, in the prestigious Head 
of the Fish Regatta in New York, Methuen 
rose above the pack of over 2,000 crews 
competing. In this race, winners earn the 
most unique trophy in rowing, a mounted 
fish head speckled with assorted finery, in 
addition to gold medals. 

Methuen Crew earned their first fish 
head in the opening race of the day. Cox-
swain Isabella Baddour guided teammates 
Victoria Moda, Jessica Briere, Maggie 
Mambro and Victoria Tardugno to a first-
place finish.

"We knew that this boat had a lot of 
speed this season, but at that point they had 
remained largely untested," says Methuen 
head coach Travis Gardner.  "The Head 
of the Fish offers stiff competition in the 
middle school events that is hard to find 
elsewhere. Having the girls put in such a 
dominant performance was fantastic."

Later, Moda and Briere cruised to their 
second gold medal, winning the middle 
school doubles. Methuen Crews boys also 
distinguished themselves at the event. 
Ricetti, Allan Stearns, Arthur Stearns and 
Evan Barletta were standouts.

In November, Methuen Crew co-hosted 
the Merrimack Chase Regatta and swept the 
middle school events. Ricetti won the Men's 
U15 Single, Anna Flynn the Women's U15 
Rec Single, and Max Faretra the Men's U15 
Rec Single. Mambro won the Women's U15 
Single.

This spring, Methuen Crew will contin-
ue its upward rise with several competitions 
including the Saratoga Invitational, North-
east District Championship, Massachusetts 
Public Schools Rowing Association Cham-
pionship, and the hotly contested Methuen 
Grammar School Championships. The CGS 
won the regatta last year and will defend 
their title versus the Timony, Tenney and 

Jessica Briere, Maggie Mambro, Victoria Moda and Victoria Tardugno took first place in the 
middle school coxed quad, earning their first Fish Head Trophy at the Head of the Fish Re-
gatta in New York. Courtesy photo

Marsh.
"I am proud of what Methuen Crew was 

able to accomplish this fall," says Gardner. 
"It is still a very young team and we have 
set an impressive standard."

 

Nick's niche
Methuen's Nick Nardone, an 11-year-

old CGS student, has been chosen by the 
Selects Hockey organization to join the 
international program with the East Coast 
Selects-Q (ECS-Q) hockey team. More 
than 250 invited players from across North 
America competed for 17 spots on four 
separate teams.  

Nardone will take part in Selects' train-
ing and development camp, as well as the 
World Selects Invitational in Bolzano, Italy, 
this spring. The tournament hosts 18 teams 
from 10 different countries.

"Even if I didn't make the team it was 
great to be asked and exciting just to go 
the tryouts," says Nardone. "I was nervous 
because so many good players were there."

Despite his nerves, Nardone impressed 
ECS-Q head coach Peter Baptista: "Nick 
was superb at the tryout. He not only 
showed he has the skill to be a top hockey 
prospect but also demonstrated an incredi-
ble work ethic and passion on the ice." 

Selects Hockey works with the top 11- 
to 16-year-old players in the United States 
and Europe to increase playing opportuni-
ties at the NCAA, junior and professional 
levels. NHL program alums include future 
stars Matt Duchene, Logan Couture, Kevin 
Shattenkirk, Brandon Saad and Seth Jones.   

Nardone started in the Methuen Learn to 
Skate program at age 4. He currently plays 
for the popular Valley Junior Warriors in 

the Elite 9 Hockey League. Last August, he 
traveled to Prague, Czech Republic with the 
SHD Ottawa Canadian team. 

He was one of just four American play-
ers on the roster and scored a goal in SHD 
Ottawa's 4-2 gold-medal-winning game 
versus Sweden. Says Nardone, "I'm very 
excited to be playing for the USA and Cana-

da, and to be going across the ocean to other 
countries. 

"It's hard work but it doesn't feel like 
hard work because, to me, it's fun. I have to 
give credit to my teammates because they 
set me up for a lot of good plays."

Congratulations to Nick Nardone for 
representing Methuen worldwide, with 
pride.
 
John Molori is the co-author of "The Crack-
er Jack Collection: Baseball's Prized Play-
ers" and a member of the Methuen Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Facebook: John Molori, 
Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail molorime-
dia@aol.com.

 

Friends of the Nevins Library

Spring 2016
Book Sale

Come to our used book sale!  
Great Books.  Great Bargains.  Great Prices.

Nevins Memorial Library
305 Broadway (Rte 28) Methuen, MA 01844
For more information call 978-686-4080 ext. 33
Book donations will be accepted all year!

Friday, March 18, 2016  5pm – 8pm (Paid Preview Night*) 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 9am - 5pm 

Sunday, March 20, 2016  12noon – 4pm 

Monday, March 21, 2016 9am – 8pm (Bargain Day)

   Books, puzzles, CDs & DVDs and more…

     Proceeds benefit Library Programs & Services!
 *$20 entrance fee is charged for the preview night on March 18th

We're online. 
Visit www.MethuenLife.com

Sports, continued from 28
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Teen’s design to greet 
900 music teachers

COLLEGE NEWS

Cold weather brings many critters inside

Amanda Forrestall & Courtney Carace

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Now that the winter weather is upon 
us, thoughts shift from outdoor projects, 
lawn care, pest control and gardening to 
the warmth of indoor activities. In fact, 
pest protection may be the furthest thing 
from your mind while you are cozy in 
your home snuggled up by the fire watch-
ing the snow fall. Don't be fooled! Many 
types of pests are surviving the winter in 
the same location you are - your home.

Protecting your home from pests 
should not end simply because the weather 
turns colder. In fact, there are many insects 
and wildlife that are just as much of a nui-
sance during the winter as they are during 
any other time of the year. Spiders, ants, 
cockroaches, bed bugs, fleas and rodents 
do not disappear when winter returns. 
They find comfortable areas inside your 
walls, crawl spaces and attics in which 
they feed, grow and multiply throughout 
the winter. Other larger wildlife including 

raccoons, squirrels and bats often nest in 
warm attics all winter.

Many homeowners consider scaling 
back or eliminating pest control entirely 
during the winter months. Here are some 
reasons to consider maintaining pest-con-
trol services.

Attics. They are a haven for wildlife 
trying to find shelter to survive the cold 
New England winters. Since many of us 
do not visit our attics except on rare oc-
casions, it is best to have a pest-control 
company inspect the area regularly to ad-
dress any issues before a major infestation 
occurs.

Walls and crawl spaces. Pests living 
inside the walls of your home are not af-
fected by the cold temperatures outdoors. 
Finding the entry points and treating for 
these pests should be done by a profes-
sional.

Entry points. There are so many entry 

points in your home that are easily over-
looked. Believe it or not, a mouse only 
needs a crack or hole the size of a dime to 
squeeze through to gain entrance. Profes-
sional pest-control experts know the plac-
es to look and can identify entry points 
that should be sealed.

Rodents. Mice and rats often infest 
homes during the winter as they provide 
warmth, food and shelter for them. Ro-
dents defecate and urinate very frequently 
and exposure to this often causes family 
members to fall ill.

Carpenter ants, cockroaches, ear-
wigs and many other insects can thrive 
indoors as the weather is always pleasant 
inside and their predators are usually hi-
bernating!

If you believe you are currently experience 
an issue with pests or wildlife or have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to con-

tact the Pest Girls. E-mail us at ccarace@
pestendinc.com or call our office at (978) 
794-4321.

The Assumption College Office of Student Affairs 
has announced that Jeffrey Letourneau, a member 
of the Class of 2017, is serving as a student-leader 
in the College's Student Government Association 
(SGA) for the 2015-’16 academic year. SGA is a 
student-run organization that represents the un-
dergraduate student body and works closely with 
the Worcester college’s administration to share 
students' concerns and to support student clubs and 
organizations. ... Edmond Solomon II, a student 
at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, was recently initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest 
and most selective collegiate honor society for all 
academic disciplines. ... Colby-Sawyer College's 
Fine and Performing Arts Department presented 
the dance ensemble "Reflections" which featured 
Methuen residents Isabella Blanchette and Mar-
garet Tucker. ... Keene State College student Sa-
vannah Bynum was among 181 first-year students 
who received a Dean's Scholarship this year. This 
renewable merit scholarship is awarded annually 
to incoming freshmen who demonstrate academic 
excellence. Full-time out-of-state students receive 
an annual award of $6,000. ... Jacqueline Rossi 
has been named to the Dean's List at Dean College 
in Franklin for the Fall 2015 semester. ... Kelly 
Lennon has been named to the dean's list for the 
fall 2015 semester at the University of Vermont. 
She is a Class of 2018 English major in the College 
of Arts & Sciences. ... Lasell College in Newton has 
released the Dean's List for outstanding academic 
achievement during the fall semester of the 2015-16 
academic year. A student must be full-time, carry-
ing 12 or more graded credits for the semester with 
a grade-point average of 3.5 or above to receive 
Dean's List recognition. Methuen students on the 
list are Shawn Ridley, Yelitza Santana, Bryan 
Costello, Morgan Murphy and Vanessa Pino.... 
Many Eastern Connecticut State University stu-
dents participated in school clubs last fall. Jeremy 

Battye, '16, joined the Association of Information 
Technology Professionals. Battye's major is busi-
ness information systems. Adam Neel, '19, partic-
ipated in the Organization of Latin American Stu-
dents. Neel's major is exploratory professional stud-
ies. Alexis Apel, '16, participated in the National 
Organization for Women Club. Her major is social 
work and psychology. ... Colby-Sawyer College 
in New London, N.H., recognized these Methuen 
students for Dean’s List academic achievement 
during the 2015 fall semester: John Fownes and 
Margaret Tucker. ... These Methuen residents 
earned Dean's List honors for the Fall 2015 semes-
ter at Stonehill College in Easton, Mass.: Cathryn 
R. DeMarco, Alexander D. Dimmock, Steven P. 
Moura, Allison F. Pisani and Adeline B. Tavarez. 
To qualify for the Dean's List, students must have 
a semester grade point average of 3.50 or better 
and must have completed successfully all courses 
for which they were registered. ... Colleen Linda 
Twomey has been named to the dean's list at James 
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Va., for the 
fall 2015 semester. ... Among the 1,355 Keene 
State students named to the fall 2015 dean's list are 
Savannah Bynum, Amanda Petrow and Jennifer 
Wante. ... Included in Coastal Carolina Universi-
ty’s fall Dean's List are Tyler Carter and Justin 
Tylus. ... The University of Hartford is pleased to 
announce the following Methuen students have 
been named to the Dean's List for Fall 2015: Alex 
Buckler and Antonio Morales. ... Maria S. Ro-
driguez was named to Fall 2015 Dean's List at 
Western New England University. ... Springfield 
College has named Evan Singleton to the dean's 
list for academic excellence for the fall 2015 term. 
Singleton is studying sport management. ... Maria 
Rosario, a freshman at American International 
College, has been named to the Fall 2015 Dean's 
List. ... Morrisville State College in New York 
announced that Benjamin Callahan was named to 
the Dean's List for the Fall 2015 semester.

Growing Years Developmental & Educational Learning Center recently held its 4th 
annual coat and mitten drive to benefit Lazarus House. This year’s collection net-
ted more than 75 children’s coats. Shown with some of the donations are teacher 
Stephanie Forzese with (from left) Estella Ciccarello, Lily Ceglanski, Sarah Noury 
and Adelyn Croteau. Courtesy photo

GROWING YEARS 
HELPS THE NEEDY
































