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Monday, May 27th , 2013
8:00 a.m. until Noon

New home of the Christian 
Fellowship Church of the 

Merrimack Valley

OPEN HOUSE for Memorial Day

Tenney Memorial Chapel 
at Walnut Grove Cemetery, Methuen, MA

Corner of Grove and Railroad Streets

Located at the 
Walnut Grove Cemetery 

(corner of Railroad and Grove Streets Methuen)

 Christian Fellowship Church 
of the Merrimack Valley

*Non-Denominational*

Rev. David L. Sundell, D. Min

A Community of Caring Christians

The doors are open - Our hearts are too!  
                Please join us! 

You’re Always Welcome. Tradition-
al Protestant Service.

Traditional Protestant Service
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

The Methuen Rangers Athletic Asso-
ciation held its fall banquet last month 
at the high school. Here are the award 
winners.

Varsity Football
Andrew Haldane Memorial Award, 
Chris Saba  
Raymond “Ziggy” Feugill Memorial 
Award, Saul Cabrera
Outstanding Back, Michael Bodenrad-
er
Outstanding Lineman, Liam McDonnell
Clement Bonanno Award, 
Kendrick Denose

Girls Field Hockey
Betty Barry Coaches Award, 
Julia Lavoie 
Kathy Szostak Most Valuable Player, 
Catrina Crowe
Most Improved Player, 
Lauren McDonough 
MVC Field Hockey Div. 2 Player of the 
Year: Catrina Crowe 
MVC Field Hockey Div. 2 Coach of the 
Year: Kristen Swales 

Boys Soccer
Most Valuable Player, 
Justin Echeverry 
Most Improved Player, 
Connor O'Malley 
Francisco Narganes Coaches Award, 
Michael Heggarty

Girls Soccer
Most Valuable Player, Nicole Langlois
Most Improved Player, Nicole Hering 
Coaches Award, Rosemary Mahoney

Girls Volleyball
Most Valuable Player, 
Danielle Fortier 

Most Improved Player, Cailey O'Leary
Coaches Award, Sarah O'Neil

Girls Swimming
Jane Cronin Memorial Award, 
Jenna Albrecht
Jane Cronin Memorial Award, 
Patrick Doyle                  
Most Improved Performer, 
Mary Richards
Coaches Awared, 
Jazmin Encarnacion

Boys Cross-Country
Gary Merrill Memorial Award, 
Fernando Damota
Most Valuable Performer, 
Jacob St. Onge
Most Improved Performer, 
Jacob Yirrell
Whirlaway Award, Eric Salvo

Girls Cross-Country
Most Valuable Performer, Azia Kalil 
Most Improved Performer, 
Wileshka Samuel
Coaches Award, Sarah Dockham
Whirlaway Award, Kaitlyn Lang

Golf
Most Valuable Performer, 
Keegan Lannon 
Most Improved Performer, 
Connor Dickson
Coaches Award, Ryan Hamilton

Cheerleading
Most Valuable Performer, 
Megan Hamel 
Most Improved Performer, 
Stefanie Coonradt
Deidre Didio Coaches Award, 
Morgan Donovan

always be the "Voice of Raider Football."
I am thankful for all the tremendously 

dedicated parents who give their time to 
Methuen sports. Without them, progress 
would not exist and our kids would have no 
role models or programs in which to excel. 
My gift to them would be patience to go 
along with their pride.

I am thankful for the 2015 Methuen 
High School softball team. Team cap-
tains Kelly Blackwell, Angelina Correia, 
Kayleigh Forgetta, Heather McLaughlin 
and their teammates gave us a thrilling ride 
deep into the state tournament. My gift to 
them would be a remembrance of what they 
accomplished and the ability to use it as 
they move on in life.

I am thankful for 
Methuen's Mike Jan-
kowski, Central Cath-
olic's boys' hockey 
coach. Jankowski has 
built a tremendous pro-
gram in Raider coun-
try. I know many of 
his hockey parents 
personally and they 
offer nothing but rave 
reviews. Mike recently 
lost his mom Patricia. 
My gift to him and his 

family would be prayers and strength at this 
difficult time.

Similarly, I am thankful for the colorful 
legacy of local football legend Bill Quinlan, 
who famously played for the Green Bay 
Packers. Quinlan recently passed away and 
left a tremendous history of performance 
and greatness, not to mention some amaz-
ing anecdotes and stories. My gift to him is 
eternal rest after a life well-lived.

I am so thankful for Ed Wallace, a man 
who has dedicated immeasurable time to 
Methuen Pop Warner football. Wallace has 
been a role model and mentor for so many 
young people in our community. He is an 
active and caring volunteer and parent. My 
gift to him would be continued support and 
help from his fellow parents.

On the baseball side of things, Ed Wal-
lace's mirror image is Chris Cyr. A member 
of Methuen's first family of baseball, Cyr 
is unafraid to stand up for what he believes 
in and make public stands in support of 
our kids and athletics. I am thankful for his 
openness and accessibility. My gift to Chris 
would be the continued success of Methuen 
Youth Baseball under new president Mark 
Stoddard, also an incredibly dedicated par-
ent and supporter of youth sports.

I am thankful for 
the continued growth 
of Presentation of Mary 
Academy sports. Hiring 
coaches such as Brian 
Martin and others con-
tinues the legacy of 
still-active legends such 
as Steve Stankus. My 
gift to PMA would be 
an influx of tremendous 
athletes who can move 

their sports programs forward.
I am thankful for all the great members, 

volunteers and staff at Methuen Communi-
ty Television. MCTV Sports continues to 
grow in its coverage and impact. People like 
Ray Pilat, Joe Murphy, Roger Pilat, Har-
rison Chase, Sandy Seglin, Jim and Chris 
Dawe, Jamie Atkinson and others continue 
to highlight and showcase the exploits of 
our young athletes. My gift to them would 
be continued support from MCTV's Board 
of Directors. Hey, I'm the president of that 
board! Consider that gift done.

I am thankful for Methuen's Nicholson 
family. For generations, this family has 
contributed so much to Methuen sports. It 
is impossible to measure their generosity 
and commitment of time and care. Re-
cently, the track at Nicholson Stadium was 
dedicated to the family's patriarch. My gift 
to the Nicholson family would be for all of 
Methuen to remember them as architects of 
all that has been built in Methuen sports.

I am thankful for Methuen High School 
coach extraordinaire Jason Smith. The work 
he has done with his softball and swimming 
teams is exemplary. Already a multiple-time 
honoree, my gift for Jason Smith would 
be more Coach of the Year honors in both 
sports. He deserves every piece of hardware 
as a tremendous leader and teacher.

I am thankful for the Methuen High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame committee 
for doing another induction ceremony in 
2016. We have so many great athletes from 
the distant and recent past who deserve to 
be honored. Doing an induction ceremony 
annually is a great gift for the athletes, con-
tributors and the committee itself.

I am thankful for the freshman football 
parents of Methuen High School. This year, 
the parents organized a year-end pizza party 
for this deserving team. This group is the 
future of Methuen High School football. 
My gift to them would be staying together 
as a group and working hard to bring a 
Super Bowl championship trophy back to 
Ranger Road

Related to this, I am thankful for local 
businesses who stepped up to support the 
freshman football team including Tripoli 
Bakery, Bada Bing, Piccirillo Florist, River-
side Press and the Sons of Italy. These busi-
nesses, and others who help out our athletes, 
are essential. My gift to them would be the 
support and patronage of our community. 
Let's give back to those who give back.

I am thankful for the legacy of 1987 
National League Cy Young Award winner 
and Methuen native Steve Bedrosian. In my 
many travels as a baseball author, fellow 
writers always mention Bedrosian when I 
tell them I am from Methuen. Bedrosian 
put Methuen on the professional sports map 
in a big way, and we should all be thankful 
for that. My gift to Steve would be success 
in the major leagues for his son Cam, who 
is trying to make his mark with the Los 
Angeles Angels.

And finally, I am thankful for the faithful 
readers of MethuenLife Magazine, specifi-
cally, sports fans who read the ink I put to 

Sports, continued from page 20

CCHS boys' hockey 
coach Mike Jan-
kowski

PMA girls' bas-
ketball coach 
Brian Martin

paper each month. Your e-mails of support, 
and even criticism, are welcome. My gift to 
you? How about 12 more columns in 2016, 
and no, you cannot exchange them. Happy 
Holidays to all!

John Molori is the co-author of "The Crack-
er Jack Collection: Baseball's Prized Play-
ers" and a member of the Methuen Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Facebook: John Molori, 
Twitter: @MoloriMedia, e-mail: molorime-
dia@aol.com.

MHS honors fall athletes
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SCHOOL DAYS

By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

The U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, Get-
tysburg Address and other historic documents 
have reclaimed their spot on the walls of 
Methuen High School.

A 30-piece Freedom Shrine now lines a 
second-floor hallway, courtesy of the Methuen 
Exchange Club. A smaller Shrine of 19 docu-
ments was removed during the school’s mas-
sive renovation, so the local club expanded and 
reinstalled the collection.

Exchange Club Past President Jack Ma-
cLeod said during last month’s dedication 
that the Shrine “shows our nation’s youth the 
strength and courage of our forefathers with 
their own eyes.”

Documents, mounted on plaques, include 
everything from the Mayflower Compact of 
1620 to the words of the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech.

“This hallway is where social studies class-

es are located and teachers can easily reference 
the Shrine,” noted Principal Rich Barden. “This 
will remind all students and staff of how fortu-
nate we are to live freely in the United States 
of America.”

JROTC Cadet Keyla Fondeur added that 
the Shrine will be “a daily reminder that we 
have to be thankful for the things we have right 
now.”

Superintendent Judy Scannell said the 
Shrine will help students understand the prin-
ciples “of free government and the blessing of 
liberty.”

She noted the Exchange Club’s dedication 
to the MHS effort, with members completing 
the project on a day of pouring rain and work-
ing late into the night. To view the collection, 
go through MHS’ main entrance and up the 
staircase. Turn left and the Freedom Shrine is 
on your right.

Freedom Shrines are located across 
Methuen in all of the public schools as well as 
Nevins Memorial Library, City Hall, the Quinn 
Building, St. Ann’s Home and the YMCA.

Freedom Shrine expanded at MHS

The Methuen Exchange Club installed a 30-piece Freedom Shrine of historic documents in 
a second-floor hallway of Methuen High last month. Shown are (from left) Exchange Club 
Past President Jack MacLeod, Superintendent Judy Scannell, JROTC Cadet Keyla Fondeur 
and MHS Principal Rich Barden.           Photo by Melissa Fili

Four 2015 Methuen High grads have been accepted to Northern Essex Community Col-
lege's Presidential Scholars Program, an honors program devoted to high academic 
achievement. Students are selected based on their high school academic record and 
recommendations from high school guidance counselors and teachers. Admission to the 
program includes a $1,000 scholarship, which is renewable provided the recipient main-
tain a GPA of 2.5 or higher while attending NECC. Accepted students also receive a staff or 
faculty mentor who acts as an academic resource throughout the student's time on cam-
pus. Shown (from left) are winners Rayhon Perez, a biology major; Deric Sutton, a General 
Studies: Health Specialization major; and Rocherly Difo, who is studying early childhood 
education; with NECC President Lane Glenn. Missing from the photo is Presidential Scholar 
Ariorca Herrera Abreu, who is focusing on Liberal Arts: Middle/High School Teaching Op-
tion. Courtesy photo

NECC PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS

Marsh School fourth-graders hit the ground running at the school’s 7th annual Turkey Trot 
Race last month.

The event, coordinated by physical education teachers Laurie James and Michelle Kulberg, 
featured 74 boys and 72 girls who covered a 1-mile course. Students could walk, jog or run the 

route. After both races were completed the 
students had apples and Gatorade while 
sports equipment, T-shirts and gift certif-
icates were raffled off. Every participant 
received a prize.  

Here are this year’s top finishers.
BOYS: First place, Nathan Blanch-

ette, 6:22, followed by Drew Eason, 6:32; 
Patrick Morris, 7:07; Ian Dennis, 7:12; 
Addis Sandoval, 7:24.

GIRLS: First place, Jordan Kim, 7:37, 
followed by Ava Duffy, 7:46; Ava McK-
enna, 7:57; Kaitlyn Lowey, 8:28; Mila 
Czarnobai, 8:30.

146 kids take on Marsh Turkey Trot

MARSH FALL FESTIVAL
The Marsh School’s annual Fall Festival was the place 

to be for hay rides, pumpkin decorating, games, a dunk 
tank, giant inflatable rides, arts and crafts and so much 
food. The event is a fund-raiser for the PTO. Student Coun-
cil members hosted the games while parents made sure 
everything went smoothly.

Pack 61 Cub Scout-turned-vendor 
Ryan Desrochers makes sure that 
guests have access to popcorn.

Kids had a blast in the hay-lined wagon that circled the grounds of the Marsh School -- de-
spite the headless man in the background.       Photos by Steve Whipple

Demonstrating the proper way to handle monkeys and hot dogs are (from 
left) Natalia Coppola, 7; Isabel Dupuis, 7; future New England Patriot Chris 
Simonian, 12; Evan Barletta, 12; and Ella Barletta, 10. From 10 am to 2 pm, 
visitors purchased hot dogs, pizza, subs, brownies and cupcakes.




















