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Gung-ho Methuen folks - some dressed in colorful tutus - willingly jumped into 38-degree 
water as part of the 2015 Rotary Polar Plunge. The event, postponed three times due to a 
record-setting snowy winter, was finally held last month at Long Beach in Gloucester. More 
than 350 adventurous spirits from the North Shore Rotary and Interact Clubs of Massachu-
setts took part. Methuen was represented by adult Rotarians and members of Methuen 
High’s Interact Club (a high school division of Rotary), who all pitch in with various charita-
ble endeavors. The plunge raises money each year for Rotary International’s global effort 
to stamp out polio, and last month’s event raised more than $100,000 - with over $800 
coming from the Methuen reps. The Methuen group included (from left) Shae Carter, Ra-
chel Schwartz, Anne Whalen, Tim Frechette, Katrina Vallario, Vanessa Guthrie and Rachael 
Bergeron. Courtesy photo

TAKING THE POLAR PLUNGE! 
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A group of Methuen neighbors was 
proud to be “by far the oldest group partic-
ipating” in last month’s Run for the Troops 
5K to benefit wounded veterans, according 
to organizer Dan Jaracz.

The Regency at Methuen is a 55-and-old-
er community on the west side of the 
city and many of the residents are very 
active with charitable causes. This was 
their second year participating in the An-
dover fund-raiser that supports Homes for 
Our Troops, which builds specially adapted 
houses for vets.

“We have 15 veterans living here,” said 
Jaracz. “I’m not a vet, but I’ve got a sense 
of country and community. I felt it was a 
cause worthy of our attention.”

The group raised $1,250 and had a great 
day on the course.

“We had some 75, 76 years old walking 
and running. We each go at our own pace,” 
he said.

One of the runners is 63-year-old Don-
ald Miller, who took up running at the age 
of 60 after battling bladder cancer.

“After rehab, a co-worker took me under 
his wing. He saw a runner in me and he was 
right. I love it,” said Miller, who focuses on 
long-distance and has completed “a few” 
marathons, including Boston last year.

This co-worker was later deployed to 
Afghanistan and worked in a high-risk role, 
training Afghani police.

50 Regency neighboRs unite to Run foR the tRoops

Fifty residents from the Regency at Methuen, a 55-plus community on the west side of the city, took part in last month’s Run for the Troops 5K 
in Andover. Courtesy photo

“It really heightened my awareness of 
what warriors go through,” said Miller, who 
has lived in the Merrimack Valley since 

1984 and finished the Andover race in just 
under 26 minutes. “Helping wounded war-
riors is something I care deeply about.”

Congratulations to all of the Regency 
participants!

~ Melissa Fili

around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen
Thinking of 

running for office?
This November, Methuen voters will 

head to the polls and make their selection 
for mayor, City Council and School Com-
mittee.

Nomination papers are available from 
the City Clerk’s Office starting May 27.

The last day to obtain nomination pa-
pers is July 24. Nomination papers must 
be submitted to the Registrars of Voters by 
July 28.

For more info, contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (978) 983-8515.

 
Time to replace 

flags on vets’ graves
By law, U.S. veterans’ graves are to be 

adorned with a new American flag before 
Memorial Day. In Methuen, that means 
cleaning up a mind-boggling number of 
overgrown gravesites and securing 5,000 
new flags.

Methuen Office of Veterans Services Di-
rector Tom Hargreaves is once again putting 
out the call for all hands on deck.

“It’s a big job and this is my eighth year 
doing it. People respond and we always 
have enough people to get the job done and 
get it done right,” he said.

Here’s this year’s flag-replacement 
schedule:

May 2, 9 am to noon at Elmwood Cem-
etery, Route 113, West Methuen: Volunteers 
will be removing sod that covers the bronze 

markers on the ground in the veterans lot. 
Bring gloves, ice choppers and edgers to 
break up the sod. Hargreaves’ office pro-
vides water.

May 9, 9 am to noon: Replace flags at 
Walnut Grove Cemetery, off Lowell Street, 

then do the same at Elmwood Cemetery.
May 16, 9 am to about 1 pm: Methuen 

volunteers combine with City of Lawrence 
volunteers to get the job done at St Mary’s, 
Mary Immaculate and Bellevue cemeteries, 
where there are over 5,000 veterans graves. 

Cleanup will be followed by a flag-retire-
ment ceremony, then a cookout.

American Training volunteers will get 
the work done at four smaller cemeteries 
on the west side of Methuen, where they 
always do a superb job, Hargreaves noted. 

To get involved, contact Hargreaves’ 
office at (978) 983-8585. 

 
MHS alums to 

join Hall of Fame
For the past few years, Methuen’s high 

school athletes and distinguished alumni 
have been racking up awards in their re-
spective Halls of Fame. This year, for the 
first time, all of the honorees will be cele-
brated on the same night.

The event is set for May 8 at Harris’ 
Pelham Inn, Pelham, N.H.

Honorees are Daniel Alicea Reyes, Class 
of 1991; Steve Baddour, ’87; Jamie Cassi-
dy, ’96; Kathleen Concheri Ciaramello, ’81;  
Robert Gilbert, ’54; Frank Graziano, ’91; 
Jillian Middlemiss, ’00; Herbert N. Ramy, 
’83; Bob Ruggiero, ’94; Ryan Welch, ’98; 
the 1992 football team and the 1954 base-
ball team.

Social hour starts at 5:30 pm, followed 
by dinner at 6:30 pm. Tickets cost $45. 
They can be purchased at the Central Ad-
ministration Building, 10 Ditson Place, or 
by e-mailing cnmccarthy@methuen.k12.
ma.us or calling (978) 722-6013.

 

With 2015 being the 50th anniversary of the commencement of the Vietnam War, a special in-
vitation is being extended to local veterans this Memorial Day. Members of the Lawrence Viet-
nam Memorial Committee, including former Methuen Veterans Services Director Ed “Hoppy” 
Curran, are asking all vets to walk with them during the Methuen Memorial Day Parade on May 
25. Please meet at the American Legion Hall on Broadway at 9:30 am and look for the banner 
shown here. Curran notes that 58,200 Americans lost their lives in Vietnam. “We weren’t treat-
ed that well when we came back,” he said. “We walk for friends we lost. This is my way of easing 
the pain.” Shown are (from left) Curran, Bill Laverriere and Eddie Murphy. For more info, con-
tact Curran at (978) 685-7407. Photo by Melissa Fili

AN INVITATION TO LOCAL VETS
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Even though the unofficial last week-
end of summer is late this year, it still 
feels odd: Methuen Public School stu-
dents will head back to class before 
Labor Day.

Results of Superintendent Judy 
Scannell's online survey for parents and 
teachers didn't show an overwhelming 
request for a change in vacation time, 
she reported to the School Committee 
last month, so teachers will go back 
Aug. 31 and most students will return 
Sept. 1 with vacations in December, 
February and April.

The number of half-days used for 
professional development, however, 
has been slashed to five (although 
other half-days are still in place for 
parent conferences and the day before 
Thanksgiving) and will take place on 
Fridays.

The online school calendar 2015-
2016 survey, open to parents and 
teachers and announced via an au-
tomated ConnectEd phone call, was 
available for three days in late March at 
the Methuen Public Schools website. A 
calendar change was being considered, 
as suggested by the state education 
commissioner, as a way to combat re-
cent years’ rough winters where snow 
days force school to run until late June. 
Scannell said that 460 teachers (23 
percent) and 1,700 parents (26 percent) 
completed Methuen’s survey.

“We got good results, but we have 
7,200 students in the district,” Scannell 
told MethuenLife, after tallying the re-
sults and noting the low participation. 
“That’s about 5,000 families and about 
2,000 responded.”

The survey gave three options:
• Teachers starting Sept. 1, students 

starting Sept. 2, and week-long vaca-
tions in December, February and April. 
School’s out June 16.

• Teachers starting Sept. 1, students 
starting Sept. 2, and week-long vaca-
tions in December and March. School’s 
out June 13.

• Teachers starting Aug. 25, students 
starting Aug. 26, and week-long vaca-
tions in December, February and April. 
School’s out June 9.

Survey-takers were also asked 
about possibly reducing the number of 
half-days for teachers’ professional de-
velopment and parent-teacher confer-
ences in the spring. Scannell reported 
to the School Committee, with whom 
she shared the survey findings and 
comments prior to the meeting, that 
parents’ desire to reduce the number of 
half-days was clear. 

The calendar changes have been 
OK'd by the unions and were approved 
by School Committee on April 13.

~ Melissa Fili

Congrats to 
Teachers of Year!

Methuen Public Schools last month 
announced their Teachers of the Year.

From Comprehensive Grammar 
School, is was Kelly Kasila, speech and 
language pathologist.

Second-grade teacher Catherine 
Olszowy took home the award for the 
Marsh School.

Tenney Grammar School presented 
its award to first-grade teacher Mary-
Ann Harnisch.

Lower School physical education 
teacher Kevin O'Loughlin won at the 
Timony School.

Tracy McNichol, a Spanish teacher, 
is tops at Methuen High.

 
13 enter NHS at GLTS
Greater Lawrence Technical School 

inducted 55 new members into its Na-
tional Honor Society - 30 members of 
the Class of 2015 and 25 members of 
the Class of 2016.

Inductees from Methuen include se-
niors Julien Alejandro, Patrick Clancy, 
Sabrina Powers, Carmen Rivera Bur-
gos, Chris C. Rolda Velez and Taylor 
Schmitz; and juniors Victoria D’Agati, 
Diaralys Diaz, Rainy Filpo, Ashley Guil-
len, Austin LeBlanc, Austin Poirier and 
Sean Powell.

SCHOOL BRIEFS
Students back in school before Labor Day

 
CGS Relayers 

hosting yard sale
Team CGS is having a yard sale at 

the Howe Street school’s parking lot 
May 2, 8 am to 1 pm (rain date is May 
3). There will be toys, clothes, kitchen 
items, sports equipment, books, DVDs 
and more. Event proceeds will benefit 
the Methuen/Greater Lawrence Relay 
for Life. Donations will be accepted on 
the sale day from 6 to 8 am and are 
tax-deductible (but no large furniture or 
outdated electronics will be accepted). 
The event is hosted by Team CGS and 
the Kids Cancer Club.

 
A flurry of 

fine-arts events!
The Districtwide Art Show runs 

May 2 to 9 at Nevins Library. Students 

from each Methuen Public School par-
ticipate and the variety of pieces on 
display is always impressive.

Methuen High’s Symphonic Band, 
Ranger Jazz and Dirty Hands Ink will 
all perform May 2 at the Spring Band 
Concert, held in the auditorium. Call 
the school for more info.

The Tenney School Drama Club 
presents “Guys and Dolls Jr.,” a mu-
sical fable of Broadway, on May 7 and 
8 at 7 pm in the auditorium. Adults, $5; 
students, $3. 

Comprehensive Grammar School 
will be putting on "A Walk in the 
Woods" on June 5, 7 pm in the audito-
rium. The show includes the talent of 12 
crew members and 21 cast members, 
who range from sixth to eighth grade. 
"A Walk in the Woods" blends the tales 
of Goldilocks, the Three Bears, Red 
Riding Hood, the Three Pigs, and Han-
sel and Gretel into one delightful play, 
while staying true to the original stories. 
This light-hearted show is fun for all 
ages! Free. Participating students will 
have tickets and a limited number will 
be available at the door. Call the school 
for more info.

 
Schools’ Residency 

Tip Line is open
The Methuen Public Schools has 

a Tip Line/Hot Line for residency is-
sues. If you believe someone attends 
Methuen public schools and does not 
live in Methuen, please call (978) 722-
6030 and leave the following informa-
tion: child's name, address they are 
using, bus stop location, school they 
attend, and any other information you 
may think is useful for an investigation. 
This call can be anonymous or you can 
leave your information if the schools 
need to contact you.

Please note that for privacy reasons, 
the schools may not be able to disclose 
the results of their investigation.

Thousands of taxpayers’ dollars are 
spent on each Methuen student every 
year. If non-Methuen residents are in-
appropriately benefiting from those dol-
lars, that’s money that could otherwise 
be put to good use in our schools.

Roger Lenfest, chairman of history and social studies at Methuen High School, traveled 
to the Statehouse to participate in Government Day for high school students with 
students Ian Rossi and Shane Godek.  Both students are enrolled in AP courses and par-
ticipated in a day that highlighted how legislation is brought to the floor and debated 
in the House of Representatives. They were also able to spend time Methuen State Rep. 
Linda Dean Campbell to ask many questions pertaining to Massachusetts politics and 
government. Courtesy photo

STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY

Speaker: Empower kids so suicide isn’t an option
A mom who lost her son to suicide is the 

guest speaker at this month’s Methuen Special 
Education Parental Advisory Council (SEPAC) 
meeting, which is open to the public.

The meeting is May 13, 7 to 9 pm at the 
Tenney Grammar School.

Judy Giovangelo is the executive director 
of Ben Speaks, an organization she founded to 
bringing awareness about suicide to schools, 
community centers and anywhere youth gather. 
She has turned her family’s tragedy into a pos-
itive message about helping children and teens 
by empowerment, love and understanding. She 

brings the message that each of us, including 
our children, are 100 percent responsible for our 
individual thoughts, words, feelings, actions and 
reactions and reminds us that we are the creators 
of our own experience bringing positive tools 
for change.

Giovangelo teaches kids the internal tools 
to quiet the internal bully, increase self-worth 
and self-esteem, and help them see they have 
the power of choice so they can see they are 
powerful beings.

For more info, visit www.methuensepac.
com.
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SCHOOL DAYS
Marsh computer-sci club is 6th in U.S.!

Congrats to the Marsh School Computer Science Club which had a very successful first year! Not only did the third-grade (left) and the fourth-grade teams show dedication 
and determination, but the third-graders ranked first in New England and sixth in the country. Photos by Melissa Fili

By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

These days, just about everyone uses com-
puters.

But a select group of Marsh School stu-
dents knows so much about coding, program-
ming and debugging them that their compet-
itive Computer Science Club is not only No. 
1 in New England but No. 6 in the country!

“I was so impressed with these young 
people and their dedication to learn some-

thing new,” said their teacher Karen Farrell, 
a Marsh media specialist, during last month’s 
award ceremony. “They worked on challeng-
ing problems that some adults would find 
difficult. They learned about perseverance and 
not giving up.”

Third-grader Carter DeLano earned a me-
dallion for ranking No. 1 in New England 
when it comes to solving computer-sci prob-
lems. He admits he’s “pretty good” at math.

“I think what’s most fun (about the club) 
is just everything,” said Carter, who beamed 

while showing his awards. “A lot of the ques-
tions were hard, but I just worked through 
them.”

This year was the nationwide debut for the 
club, which is an extension of the Continental 
Math League that Methuen grammar schools 
have been involved with for several years. The 
Marsh student body took part in An Hour of 
Code, sponsored by the non-profit Code.org 
last fall. “Code” is the language that tells com-
puters what to do. Third- and fourth-graders 
who showed promise working with code were 
invited to the club, which met weekly for 45 
minutes before school since October.

“They have learned about the binary sys-
tem, parity bits, writing simple programs, de-
bugging and generally how to approach prob-
lem-solving,” explained Farrell, who worked 
with 21 third-graders and 18 fourth-graders. 
“During the meets, the students had 30 min-
utes to (independently) solve six computer 
science problems.”

The meets were scored and the top six 
student scores were submitted online to the 
Continental Math League.

The third-grade team was the top scorer in 

New England and sixth in the country, accord-
ing to Farrell. Members are Isabel Carrasco, 
Brooke Carter, Tyler Costa, Carter DeLano, 
Ava Duffy, Jack Flynn, Alexandra Ford, Ella 
Goktug, Anthony Henrick, Derrik Kane, Jor-
dan Kim, Matt Kovacev, Riley LaFlamme, 
Rocham Mamdouh, Adam Mhal, Fernando 
Ramos, Pablo Salas, Noah Silva, Alexander 
Smith, Jack Stevens and Alina Tran. The top 
scorers for were DeLano in first and Mhal and 
Kim tied for second.

The top scorers for the fourth grade were 
Raynna Collier in first place and Peyton Flor-
ence and Klea Pocoli tied for second.

Kim noted that she liked the challenges 
she faced each week: “I was kind of hard but 
it was fun.”

Mhal said he didn’t mind getting up 
early for the club and putting his brain to 
work: “You have to really think about the 
questions and to get a 6 (the highest score) 
on even one problem would take you all 30 
minutes,” he said, adding with a smile. “I’m 
just happy I got a medal!”  

 
* The answer to the sample question is C.

Teachers, students 
saluted by Rotary

Here are this year’s Celebration of Achievement award winners. Courtesy photo

The Methuen/Salem Rotary recognized students and teachers who go 
above and beyond at its annual Celebration of Achievement banquet, held 
at Harris’ Pelham Inn last month.

Teacher of the Year honors went to Kevin O’Loughlin, a lower school 
phys-ed teacher at the Timony School, Robert True who teaches science at 
Presentation of Mary Academy and Andrea Desmarais of the Woodbury 
School in Salem, N.H.

Student of the Year awards went to Nathalie Perry of Methuen High, 
Robert Pauley of PMA and Heather Alfano of Salem, N.H.

Principals consulted with their staff in order to pick the top teacher; 
high school guidance departments selected the top students. Top teachers 
and students each received a plaque.

Scholarship awards, in the amount of $1,000 each, were presented to 
Daniel Bonanno and Shane Godek of Methuen High, Amanda Morin of 
PMA and Olivia Ferris, Savannah Bynum and Jacob Francis of Central 
Catholic High School.

TRY IT YOURSELF!
Here’s an example of a problem from one of the three online meets the Com-
puter Science Club took part in: 
Python is a popular programming language. In Python you can use a plus sign 
to merge two lists into one. For example, (3,2,1)+(5,4) makes (3,2,1,5,4). You 
can also use the multiplication sign * to duplicate a list a number of times. For 
example, 3*(1,2) makes (1,2,1,2,1,2). What does 3*(0)+(1,2,3) make? 
A. (3,0,1,2,3) 
B. (*000*,1,2,3) 
C. (0,0,0,1,2,3) 
D. (0,1,2,3,0,1,2,3,0,1,2,3) 
The answer is at the end of the story!
















