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Make a Difference in Your Community!
Volunteer to be a tutor.
Contact Sue litvolmeth@gmail.com

978-686-4080 x32

IF YOU CAN READ THIS, HELP SOMEONE WHO CAN’T!

Tutor Orientations in the Trustee Room
Tuesday, April 7th, 7pm – 8pm

Thursday, April 9th, 10am – 11am
Saturday, April 11th,  10am – 11am

ESOL Tutor Trainings in the Garden Room
Wednesday, April 15th , 6:30 – 9:30pm
Wednesday, April 22nd, 6:30 – 9:30pm
Wednesday, April 29th, 6:30 – 9:30pm
Wednesday, May 13th, 6:30 – 9:30pm
Wednesday, May 20th, 6:30 – 9:30pm
Wednesday, May 27th, 6:30 – 9:30pm

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
OF METHUEN

Nevins Memorial Library
305 Broadway, Methuen, MA

Tutors must attend one orientation session
and each of the training dates

By Yadira Betances Muldoon 
MethuenLife Writer

For more than two decades, Methuen 
Arlington Neighborhood (MAN) Inc., has 
provided children help with their homework, 
including access to computers to do research 
projects, offered karate lessons and hosted 
summer programs. Parents regularly receive 
supplemental food.

"We're here to help," said program found-
er Linda Soucy. "Our goal is to move as 
many obstacles from their lives as possible. 
It's so children are aware that there are people 
who care about them and lets the family feel 
important and lets them know that there are 

people in this neighborhood who want to help 
them." 

MAN has not had to go it alone. State and 
local money, area businesses and generous in-
dividuals have all pitched in for the program, 
which began in 1993 as an effort to increase 
youth programs and improve business op-
portunities for the neighborhood’s low- to 
moderate-income residents.  

Along the way, members of St. Andrew 
Episcopal Church, 90 Broadway, have been 
one of MAN’s biggest supporters. 

It all started in 1999 when the late Len 
Brown, then-senior warden at the church, 
asked Soucy how the nearby church could 
contribute. One suggestion was helping fam-

St. Andrew’s Church also hosts the annual Christmas party led by the Methuen Exchange 
Club.

PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION
St. Andrew’s partnership with 
MAN has benefited both groups

ilies who needed food and Soucy provided 
church members with a list of items that fam-
ilies could use. His widow, Beverly Brown, 
now coordinates the program.

Members bring non-perishable food or 
cash donations to purchase food and six fami-
lies receive bags weekly. St. Andrew also lets 
MAN use space so 35 children can take karate 
lessons from instructors at Methuen Karate 
Association.

"It's important because we feel as part of 
our faith we are called to have a relationship 
with our neighbors and have a connection 
with people," said the Rev. Joseph Wilkes, 
rector at St. Andrew.

Helping MAN is a church-wide effort. 
Proceeds from the St. Patrick's Day dinner 
on March 14 will benefit the food pantry (see 
box). 

There has been some creative fund-rais-
ing over the years. Sunday School classes 
have competed to see who can bring in the 
most food. Instead of asking for gifts for his 
birthday, a young parishioner opted for food 
donations for MAN and children attending 
Vacation Bible School have brought in 
non-perishable food items.

 Wilkes said the partnership with MAN 
has several goals. 

"It allows us to get to know them better 
and for them to know us and for us to do 
whatever we can to make their lives easier," 
Wilkes said. "We're being good citizens and it 
gives us a direct opportunity to live our bap-
tismal covenant of loving and serving."

In addition to the food pantry, church 
members adopt families at Christmastime and 
purchase underwear, socks, shoes and toys. 
Church members also help wrap presents and 
host a Christmas party for the organization.

Soucy is more than thankful for the sup-
port the program gets from St. Andrew.

"They were a godsend to us. This is a 
great partnership because we didn't have the 
space and they are more than willing to ac-
commodate us," she said.

Close to 200 youngsters participate in 
programs at MAN’s home - the Lena Lahey 
Community Center, 141 Tenney St. The Safe 
Haven Computer and Homework Center is 
open Monday through Friday 2 to 7 pm. Joan 

MAN’s partnership with St. Andrew’s Church has been going strong since 1999. Here, kids 
from the Arlington Neighborhood take karate lessons at the church, led by Methuen Karate 
Association. Courtesy photos

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, benefiting the Arlington Neighborhood 
Food Pantry, is set for March 14, 5 pm at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church Hall, 90 Broadway, Methuen. Features traditional corned 
beef & cabbage meal, Irish sing-a-long, door prize and raffles. 
Bring your own beverage. Adults, $18; children ages 5-12, $9; 
under 5, free. Open to public.

See FAITH, Page 27
















































