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By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

A Methuen artist, who loved the arts as a boy 
but only seriously took up his craft as a career 
in 2007, has won the prestigious Gold Painting 
Award of the Year 2014, presented in Paris by the 
National Federation of French Culture.

David Jones’ abstract oil painting, “Ten Years 
Before,” depicts a reconfigured Statue of Liberty 
saying, ‘How dare you attack my country?’ with 
the Twin Towers standing tall in the background, 
he explained. Lady Liberty’s attire and the re-
flection of the skyline are depicted as steel gird-
ers. He completed the painting in 2011, looking 
back a decade after the tragic events of 9-11, 
“wanting to communicate what happened not in 
an ugly way, but in a thoughtful way.”

A former resident of France, Jones began the 
“rigorous process” of being considered for this 
show last March and two of his paintings were 
entered, competing against 2,500 pieces from 
other artists.

Jones says he was “totally surprised and 
thrilled to be awarded this honor out of the blue,” 
adding, “There are no prizes. The honor is being 
part of the show.”

The president of France is the honorary 
chairman of the National Federation of French 
Culture.

“Ten Years Before” was also part of the 10th 
annual Art in the Library held at Nevins Library 
in 2011 where it received the Theme Award by 

judge Susan Kneeland. The theme of the show 
was "Let Freedom Reign."

Since his big win, Jones has been contacted 
by a New York art gallery about exhibiting his 
work there as well as three French galleries that 
have asked to meet with him and potentially 
show his work.

“I’ve been painting for a long time, but my 
work is unusual - it’s not landscapes, portraits or 
flowers,” explained Jones, who uses bold colors 
in his images which utilize shapes, lines, scenes 
and faces. “You have to hit the right thing. I just 
love doing it. Eventually you’ll find an audience 
that likes it.”

Jones, a  Wales native who worked in en-
gineering for 30 years while raising a family 
in New England, is the new president of the 
Methuen-based Arts Institute of the Merrimack 
Valley. The group, which has about 80 members, 
regularly hosts art shows at Nevins Library 
and Mann Orchards. Jones would like to see 
Methuen acquire a building to display artwork 
and is also focused on getting younger artists to 
join AIMV, he said.

He invites potential new members to attend 
the next meeting Feb. 19 at 7 pm at Nevins 
Adult Day Center, 12 Ingalls Court, Methuen. 
The president of the Chelmsford Art Society, 
Denise Raney, will work in pastels while three 
AIMV members simultaneously work on the 
same project.

You can view more of Jones’ work at da-
vidronaldjones.com.

The oil painting “Ten Years Before,” by Methuen artist David Jones, won the 
Gold Painting Award of the Year 2014 from the National Federation of French 
Culture. Courtesy photo

Local artist wins 
top painting honor in Paris
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Sports, continued from page 32

never going to happen."
     Hammel and his wife, Jill, reside in 
Methuen with their children: Alexandria, 
a sophomore at Southern New Hampshire 
University; Lucas, a sophomore hoops 
standout at Keene State; and Cooper, a 
senior at Methuen High School. The elder 
Hammel is father first and coach second. 
        Methuen has been a positive place for 
Hammel to raise his family. He explains, 
"We moved here seven years ago and we 
fell in love with the city. It is close to the 
Boys Club and to Merrimack College. 
     "We really love the diversity in Methuen, 
and Cooper loves Methuen High School. 
(MHS assistant principal) Rich Barden 
played for me, and we all really respect 
(MHS athletic director) Jim Weymouth. It's 
been a great fit for us."

  
Fazio's fanfare

400 wins at any level of coaching is an 
amazing accomplishment, but David Fazio 
chooses to turn the spotlight away from 
himself.

"When a milestone like this occurs, the 
first thing I think about is people," says 
Fazio, a Lawrence native and graduate of 
Central Catholic and Salem State. "My wife 
Colleen has always been at home taking 
care of the house and the kids, and she does 
an amazing job with our family. Without 
her sacrifices, I would not have been able to 
accomplish anything.”

Fazio coached boys' basketball for two 
years at Dracut High School before taking 
the Andover job. His dedication to his 

players has been unwavering: "You have to 
have a passion and a love for this. I try to 
teach my players to become great men and 
accomplish everything that they possibly 
can dream.

"Some lessons are very simple, like 
being on time, working as hard as you can, 
and understanding what it means to be on 
a team. This makes them better people, not 
just players. They have to sacrifice in order 
to be part of something that's bigger than 
themselves."

In addition to coaching at Andover, 
Fazio has also established his popular 
Hooptown Basketball Camp. He relates, 
"This community has been great to me and 
my family. I wanted Hooptown to be a place 
where every kid can walk in the door, feel 
the vibe and have fun."
     Fazio has certainly seen the highs and 
lows of high school coaching, on and off 
the court. His philosophy remains fairly 
basic: "It really is just about the game and 
being ready to play. Every year is different. 
Sometimes the answer is in the coach, but 
sometimes it's in the kids. 
     "I just try to simplify things and set 
basic goals. You have to know that winning 
comes from working together, and you have 
to will your way out of a rut."
     Like Hammel, Fazio maintains a strong 
bond with kids who come through his pro-
gram. He relates, "When my kids are here 
with me, I tell them that I'm going to love 
them, but I'm going to love them hard, and 
push them. They are not always going to 
like it. 

McWhinnie named to All-Academic Team
Congrats to Methuen’s Courtney McWhinnie who is one of 20 Regis College stu-
dents named to the New England Collegiate Conference Fall All-Academic Team. A 
total of 194 student-athletes were named. To be eligible, a student-athlete must post 
a minimum grade-point average of 3.40 on a scale of 4.00, and must be a sophomore 
or higher in class standings. Courtney is a nursing student who plays on the women’s 
soccer team.

     "When they graduate, I tell them I'm 
just going to love them. After they leave, if 
things are not going well, I tell them to call 
me and I'll help."
     Over 26 years, Fazio has seen his share 
of changes: "There is so much going on 
with Facebook and Twitter. Kids also have 
other options like snowboarding and skiing. 
They are so distracted. In addition, a lot 
of kids are unhappy with being the eighth 
man. They want to be playing all the time 
or starting. It's a challenge."
     Fazio and wife Colleen have established 
deep roots in Methuen. His son DJ works 
and lives in the Boston area. Daughter Ally 
is a junior at UConn, and daughter Livy is a 
freshman at UNH. 
     Says Fazio, "Methuen has been the great-
est place for us to raise our kids. When they 
were growing up, we had so many kids in 
the neighborhood out there playing football, 
baseball, swimming and basketball. We 
love it here. Without such a positive sense 
of community you cannot have success."
     With 900-plus combined wins, both 
Hammel and Fazio remain as fervent as 
ever about their basketball vocations.

"I tell my wife that I have no hobbies 
and no friends," jokes Hammel. "I love 
what I'm doing. This is not really a job, it's 
a love affair. ... When the time comes that 
I go to a game, sit in the locker room, and 
don't have that pit in my stomach, that's 
probably the time to go. I will stay at Mer-
rimack as long as they love me as much as 
I love them."
     Fazio agrees stating, "Every day, you 
have to get up and chase something. Our 
goal in basketball is to have our last game of 
the season be a win, but the most important 
thing is to be there for these kids and help 
them in any way that I can. ... You have to 
have passion, a willingness to give back and 
enthusiasm. Nothing great is ever achieved 
without enthusiasm."

John Molori is the co-author of "The Crack-
er Jack Collection: Baseball's Prized Play-
ers" and a member of the Methuen Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Facebook: John Molori, 
Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail molorime-
dia@aol.com.

• Evaluation and Treatment of Atrial 
Arrhythmias: On Feb. 3, 6 to 7 pm, 

cardiologist Anthony 
Straceski will discuss 
this condition which in-
volves changes in the 
heart's normal rate or 
rhythm. Attendees will 
learn what an atrial 
arrhythmia is, how to 
recognize it, and how 

to differentiate it from 
ventricular tachycar-

dia. Program takes place at Holy Fam-
ily Hospital's ground- floor auditorium, 
70 East St., Methuen. Free and open 
to the public. Registration required. 
E-mail jean.macdougall-tattan@stew-
ard.org or call Jean at (978) 420-1168. 
• Methuen Garden Club meeting Feb. 4, 
7 pm at Nevins Memorial Library. Speaker 
Marie Patrice Masse presents “Confes-
sions of a Seed Snatcher,” a humorous 
and insightful journey of discovery into the 
world of seed saving. Following the slide-
show/lecture will be a hands-on component 
where you can "gather seeds" for planting. 
Bring seeds to share. Visitors welcome.  
• Love and Logic Parent Workshop: 
Feb. 7, 9:30 to 10:30 am at Nevins 
Library. Topic: Avoiding Power Strug-

gles. Free workshop provided by Mi-
chael B. Christensen Community and 
Family Support Center. Free child care 
provided. Register at nevinslibrary.org. 
• Knights of Columbus 4027 Ladies 
Auxiliary Yard Sale: Feb. 8, 9 am to 3 
pm at the Knights of Columbus - Gay-
thorne Hall, 462 Broadway, Methuen. 
Free admission. Info: Beth Anders at ean-
ders.KOC@aol.com or (978) 747-4485. 
• Babysitter Training: Feb. 17, 9 am to 4 
pm at the Methuen YMCA, 129 Haverhill St. 
This training will allow kids ages 11 to 15 to 
gain the skills and confidence they need to 
be a great babysitter. Participants receive 
a Babysitter Certificate & CPR/AED certi-
fication. Member, $90; Community, $125 
• MSPCA's 12th annual Spin for An-
imals fund-raiser: The Tour de Pooch 
and Pals, to benefit the MSPCA at Nevins 
Farm, is Feb. 21 at Portsmouth, N.H.'s 
Seacoast Sports Club. Participants can 
spin for 1, 2 or 3 hours to help raise need-
ed funds for the animals and programs. 
Riders are entertained, nourished, hy-
drated and encouraged throughout their 
ride and are rewarded with swag bags 
filled with treats and items donated by 
local vendors and businesses. To get 
involved, visit www.mspca.org/Spin2015 
or call (978) 687-7453 ext. 6161. 

• Christmas tree drop-off: Feb. 27 is 
the last day to drop off your Christ-
mas tree at the Nicholson Stadium park-
ing lot on Pleasant View Street. Re-
move all tinsel, lights, ornaments, bags 
and netting. Seriously. What are you 
hanging on to that thing for? Toss it! 
• Winter Family Concert: Performed by 
the Lowell Philharmonic Orchestra and 
featuring Methuen residents on March 
1, 2 pm at St. Louis School, 77 Bois-
vert St., Lowell. This concert is geared 
towards entertaining families by engag-
ing kids throughout the performance and 
welcoming them to a post-concert 'Meet 
the Instruments' session, All ages wel-
come. Suggested donation: $10/adult, 
$5/child. www.lowellphilharmonic.org. 
• Winter Evening Concert: Performed 
by the Lowell Philharmonic Orchestra 
and featuring Methuen residents on 
March 6 at 8 pm at Pawtucket Con-
gregational Church, 15 Mammoth Road, 
Lowell. $10 suggested donation per 
person. www.lowellphilharmonic.org. 
• 7th annual Dan Ford Road Race: May 
16, 11 am at Fireside Restaurant and Pub 
on Pelham St. Join hundreds of runners, 
joggers and walkers for either the 5-mile 
route or the 5K. Cash prizes to the top 
three overall male and female winners. 

Shirts for the first 500 people signed up. 
Post-race food, fun and entertainment. 
Entry fees are $25 for adults, $18 for kids 
10 and under (plus processing fees) in ad-
vance, and on race day entry fees will be 
$32 for adults, $22 for kids. Proceeds go 
to the Dan Ford Foundation. A Methuen 
native, Dan was an outstanding 3-sport 
athlete at Methuen High who died at age 
40 due to cancer. danfordroadrace.com.

ONGOING
• Al-Anon: “Serenity First” open discus-
sion for those bothered by someone’s 
drinking. Meets first Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at First Church Con-
gregational, 26 Pleasant St., Methuen. 
• Angela Pisick Cancer Support Group 
meets first and third Wednesday of 
every month, 6 to 7 p.m. at Holy Fam-
ily Cancer Management Center’s Main 
Lobby. Free. Prior to attending your first 
meeting, call (978) 687-0156 x 2021. 
• Arts Institute Group of the Merrimack 
Valley meets every third Thursday of 
the month from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Nevins 
Adult Day Health Center, 12 Ingalls Court, 
Methuen. New members are welcome! 
www.artsinstitutegroup.org.

Dr. Anthony 
Straceski

Continued on Page 45
































