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eral government budgets. Everything else, 
collectively, was about $28,000, according 
to Kelly.

Fixed costs increased by nearly $1.8 
million. This included a $640,000 increase 
in employee insurance. Employee pensions 
went up $777,000.

"Your budget is really dictated by educa-
tion and fixed-based costs," Kelly said. "Our 
appropriation for health insurance in 2003 
was about $3 million. For 2014, it was about 
$10 million. As far back as fiscal 2011, it was 
$12.8 million," he said.

The city has more than 1,200 employees 
on its payroll – 908 working for the School 
Department full-time (plus 34 part-time) and 
342 full-time workers for the city govern-
ment agencies (plus six part-time). There 
are 425 retirees collecting a pension. The 
average annual pension for a city government 
retiree is about $25,000 a year.

Another ongoing challenge facing the 
city is the nature of its tax base. Currently, 
about 84 percent of the city's total valuation 
is residential and 16 percent commercial, 
when it should be 75 percent residential and 
25 percent commercial, according to Kelly.

"We have to work with the community 
development director and start attracting 
commercial people on the river," Kelly said. 
"Otherwise, you are going to keep putting 
pressure on your infrastructure and education 
system. We need a better balance of residen-
tial and commercial valuation."

Kelly remains optimistic about the city 
improving its fiscal situation, particularly 
in its bond rating where it has an AA rating 
after being downgraded several years ago for 
using reserves to balance the budget.

“Good things are starting to happen in 
the city. We just need to get through this year 
and 2016," he said, noting that the city would 
have eliminated the debt on three grammar 
schools by 2017.

The mayor cited several private building 
projects that could improve the city's com-
mercial valuation.

Emerald Pines has received approval for 
construction of 140 upscale homes for people 
55 and over. The project is expected to get 
under way this month.

Work will also begin soon on a mini-mall 
on Broadway, in front of Malden Mills. This 
will consist of six to seven stores, according 
to Zanni. Construction continues on a large 
building behind the Dunkin’ Donuts on Mer-
rimack Street.

The project to repave Merrimack Street 
is expected to be completed this summer. 
About 50 to 60 percent of the work remains, 
according to the mayor.

Completion of the $1 million paving 
project on Oakland Avenue is another public 
works priority that will proceed this spring. 
That project is about 80 percent complete, 
the mayor said.

Zanni also wants the city to resurrect 
plans to improve the city's downtown area. 
He said a downtown visionary group will 
look at potential offices and potential busi-
nesses.

"We've had a lot of project plans done in 
the past, but they were not followed through 
on," he said.

More cops & cars
Methuen Police Chief Joseph Solomon 

had a lot to smile about as he sat in his office 
a week before Christmas Eve, highlighting 
major improvements ahead for the Police 
Department this year.

With his department's budget increasing 
by more than $400,000 this year, Solomon 
said he will be able to increase the number of 
on-duty patrol officers by more than 15 per-
cent while expanding the space of its current 
quarters and replacing more cruisers.

"We have 10 people going to the police 
academy on Feb. 2," the chief said of the 
training that will take place on the campus 
of Northern Essex Community College in 
Haverhill.

"This is the first time in several years that 
we'll be up to full strength. These are the offi-
cers of the future. They'll get out at the end of 
June to begin three months of field training. 
They'll be on their own in September, out on 
the street," Solomon said.

"The Police Department is starting to turn 
to younger individuals. In about five years, 
a majority of our department will be under 
35 and just a few dinosaurs will be left," the 
chief quipped.

The new recruits will increase total num-
ber of patrolmen to 69. This will enable to do 
a much better job on criminal investigations 
and specialized police work, he said.

"We've had to reduce the officers in de-
tective and traffic divisions to make up for 
the fewer patrolmen," Solomon said. "At one 
point, there were seven detectives. Now there 
are five. Every specialist we have does two 
weeks on the street every six months.”

In the last two years, the mayor has re-
placed 10 cars in the Police Department fleet. 
These include eight Ford Interceptors/ SUVs, 
which are more durable and get better gas 
mileage than the traditional cruisers.

The chief hopes for another five more 
SUVs this year and two administration cars..

At year's end, remodeling of the second 
floor of the Quinn Building was continuing. 
With the school administration moving out, 
the chief and his training staff will move 
upstairs.

"The whole Quinn Building will be po-
lice, except for the city nurse, who will keep 
her office right here," the chief said. "We're 
doubling our overall space and we can re-
ally use it. Right now, we're squished like 
sardines."

This year, the department will be escalat-
ing its war on opiate drug abuse, which began 
in November 2013. The department recently 
acquired nasal-spray devices containing the 
drug nalaxone to temporarily reverse the 
effects of drugs like heroin and revive uncon-
scious and non-breathing victims of opiate 
overdoses. Every police officer in the city has 
been trained on how to administer Narcan, 
the brand name of the life-saving drug that 
will be carried by each officer on the police 
force and transported in all department vehi-
cles. City police join Methuen firefighters, 
who began using Narcan kits last fall.

In addition, a special drug collection unit 
has been installed in the lobby of the police 
station to allow residents to drop off unwant-
ed prescription medications (see related story 
in this issue).

The mayor said a priority project for the 
Fire Department will be a new pumper truck 
that will cost about $500,000.

Mexican food 
returns to Loop

Fifteen years after it opened on Pleasant 
Valley Street, The Loop shopping center has 
major plans this year, including the addition 
of a new Mexican restaurant to replace the 
one that it lost last summer.

"We were sad to see Santana Rae's close, 
but are excited about Margarita's coming 
here," The Loop's general manager Gayle 
Nigro said an interview just before the hol-
idays.

"Margarita's will soon begin redoing the 
former Santana Rae's parcel. They will be a 
perfect fit for that space. We should be able 
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo there," she said.

"Right now, it looks like they will be done 
remodeling by the end of March and be able 
to open in April. They're not going to tear 
down the building like the Olive Garden did 
with Macaroni Grill a few years ago. They'll 
make changes on the inside and add some 
color on the outside. It will be shiny and 
bright by the spring," she said.

Margarita's Mexican Restaurant is a New 
England-based franchise with more than two 
dozen restaurants after opening its first one 
in 1986 in Concord, N.H. The company has a 
restaurant in Salem, N.H.

"I think we're close to making a formal 
announcement. It will be a good addition to 
the center," Nigro said.

Several million dollars are being invest-
ed in other changes at The Loop, the city's 
major shopping center and largest taxpayer, 
generating $1.5 million a year in taxes. AMC 
Loews Methuen 20 movie theatres is in the 
middle of a $9 million renovation project that 
began last year.

"They have finished half of the theaters 
and will finish off the other half during 
2015," Nigro said. "The concession area is 
being remodeled and there's going to be a 
small pub. This is going to be the concept of 

Loop general manager Gayle Nigro says that Margarita’s could be open at the former Santa-
na Rae’s by Cinco de Mayo (May 5).

Methuen, continued from page 1

Here's what the "average" tax bill pays 
for:
Methuen Schools: $1,470.12
Employee Benefits: $470.58
Police Department: $456.63
Fire Department: $373.68
Retirement: $361.96
Department of Public Works: 
$191.64
Greater Lawrence Technical School: 
$185.20
Solid Waste & Disposal Costs: 
$104.89
Community Development: $62.52
Nevins Library: $58.24
Information Technologies: $25.01

City Auditor’s Office: $24.49
City Clerk’s Office: $13.39
Mayor’s Office: $11.74
Elder Affairs: $11.55
Human Resources: $9.59
Legal Services: $7.84
City Council: $6.39
Veterans’ benefits: $5.71
Leisure Services (like parks & recre-
ation): $5.60
Total Tax Bill: $3,954.54
Editor's Note: This is a breakdown of a 
tax bill for the owner of an average sin-
gle-family home in Methuen valued at 
$270,859. This analysis was prepared 
by Methuen City Auditor Thomas J. 
Kelly.

BREAKING IT DOWN

Continued on page 5











































MethuenLifeJanuary, 2015 25







MethuenLife January, 201528

For $1.85 million, 
city’s priciest property could be yours!

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
If you were looking to close on 

Methuen’s highest priced residential prop-
erty, you’ll have to wait. For now.

There were no signs in front of the 
five-bedroom, three-bath white grand man-
sion at 195 Howe St., but beginning last 
May the 10.9-acre property was listed for 
$2.2 million. The home was reduced to 
$1.85 million in September, then taken off 
the market in November.

“I had an offer of $1.7 million, but I 
turned it down. I think the property is worth 
more,” said David Locke, who inherited the 
stately property from his great-aunts Joan 
and Nancy Locke. “The last people who 
looked at it wanted to put an assisted-living 
(facility) here.”

Locke splits his time between his New 
Hampshire home and the Methuen estate 
located four houses from the Howe Street 
Superette, across from the Merrimack Golf 
Club. A couple is renting the guest house. 
Locke said he is not opposed to the prop-
erty being developed commercially, he just 
believes it should fetch more than $1.7 
million.

Dick Guselli is the real-estate agent who 
was marketing the Locke home.

“It is a nice property. We had it under 
agreement twice at $1.65 million but we 
couldn’t get it through the city (zoning),” 
he said. “A few weeks ago we had it under 
agreement for $1.7 million, but the offer 
was declined.”

He said he doesn’t know of any resi-
dential property in Methuen in this price 
bracket.

“There’s only been a couple listings in 
Methuen even close to a million dollars,” 
he said.

From the street, the property appears to 
include the 4,315-square-foot home atop the 

crest of a long, winding driveway, plus a ga-
rage to the left. Originally part of a 600-acre 
farm, the property also includes a chicken 
coop, caretakers house, carriage shed and 
barn. A sloped parcel adjacent to the home 
and a huge pasture behind the house pro-
vides  4 acres of grass to mow and 5 acres 
of hayseed grass. Twice a year, the property 
yields 400 bales of hay that Locke donates 
to the Methuen MSPCA and an animal shel-
ter in Chester, N.H.

The house features:
• six fireplaces and minimal insulation.
• a wood-paneled dining room with a 

buzzer on the floor by the head of the table, 
pressed by Fitz Harry when something was 
needed of the kitchen staff. 

• five bedrooms on the second floor for 
the girls and parents.

• a third-floor “attic” that housed a pair 
of connected bedrooms for the boys.

• a pair of bright sun rooms – one above 

the other on the far right side of the home
The Locke sisters never married and 

lived in the home their entire lives. Nancy 
died of a stroke in 2009, while Joan lived 
until 2010. They were still baling hay at 84 
years old.

“They were very, very frugal,” said 
Locke of his great-aunts, who were already 
quite wealthy at a young age thanks to 

The white mansion at 195 Howe St. was recently on the market for $2.2 million – Methuen’s most expensive residential property in memory.                        
                             Photos by Steve Whipple

The two-story barn was home to horses and dozens of cows. A chicken coop, carriage 
house, caretakers house and garage are also on the property.

All but 10 of the property’s original 600 acres were sold off to builders over the years. A large 
pasture remains behind the house.

See LOCKE, Page 32
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By Mark E. Vogler 
MethuenLife Writer

Frederick T. Pietrowski said nightmares 
about getting devoured by sharks or drowning 
still haunt him, more than a half-century after 
surviving a series of harrowing, near-death 
encounters while on board Navy submarines.

But years of writing about the experience 
– including his book titled “De Profundis, 
Out of the Depths” (the Latin translation), 
which was published this spring – has helped 
him deal with personal demons. The 73-year-
old Methuen native is optimistic the book 
could eventually lead to a movie.

At least that's feedback he's getting from 
writers' workshops or talks he gives about 
the book, which highlights his service on two 
World War II submarines during the Cold 
War, from 1959 to 1964.

"The book has only been about six months, 
and every place I go to speak, people are 
asking me when the 
movie is coming out," 
Pietrowski said in a 
recent interview.

Outskirts Press 
Inc. of Denver, Colo., 
which published “De 
Profundis,” offered 
to market the subma-
riner's story to movie 
makers, according 
to Pietrowski.

"But they want-
ed $50,000 and I 
told them it wasn't 
in my budget," Pi-
etrowski said.

Pietrowski re-
called a seminar 
of publishers and 
reporters he at-
tended in Chicago 
about two years 
ago where he received encouragement that 
his book could eventually develop into a 
movie someday.

"This one retired reporter who worked at 
the Chicago Tribune for about 20 years told 
me, 'I've heard a lot of stories, but you scared 
the hell out of me,' " Pietrowski said, noting 
how the journalist was captivated by his ac-
count of nearly becoming a meal for a 35-foot 
great white shark.

"It made me feel good when my peers 
said this should be a movie," Pietrowski said. 
"The head of Peachtree Publishers singled me 
out and said this would make a great movie. 
The big thing now is trying to find the right 
contacts," he said.

The most terrifying tales
In his mission statement of “De Profun-

dis,” Pietrowski tells the reader his story 
details "many life-threatening events that I 

survived from 1959 to 1964."
"Having a 35-foot great white shark go 

to my feet was probably the worst one," 
Pietrowski said of the day that members of 
his submarine crew went swimming, only to 
encounter a van-size shark.

"To this day, when I go to the beach and 
get ankle deep in water, I have to look left or 
right to make sure there's not a shark around," 
Pietrowski said.

"The idea of six hours in the water with a 
shark swimming around me terrifies me the 
most.

“I read in National Geographic that the 
great white goes into the Mediterranean to 
breed in July and August and that's when we 
were swimming. When I saw him open his 
mouth, I felt like I could walk right down his 
throat. And he's looking to see what we are. 
If any of the 12 of us panicked, we'd all be 
lunch," he said.

Pietrowski considers a 1962 incident in 
which he was trapped 
inside a flooded control 
room apartment after 
a 2-inch-wide pipe ex-
ploded to be "a close 
second" on the personal 
terror scale.

"The water was just 
coming up – about 12 
feet in three minutes," Pi-
etrowski said.

"I thought I was going 
to drown inside that sub. 
It's a fear that's never left 
me. I'd wake up in utter 
terror in the middle of the 
night. Fear of drowning – 
the lack of air. It's terrify-
ing. You wake up and you 
can't get air," he said.

The book highlights 
several other horror-filled 
incidents where Pietrowski 
and his crew could have 

been killed or seriously injured. Here are just 
a few:

• In July 1961, when a super oil tanker 
rammed the submarine Pietrowski was driv-
ing, cutting it in half and sinking it to the bot-
tom of the Atlantic Ocean. The situation was 
grim. The submarine couldn't call for help 
after having its mast torn off by the tanker. 
There was less than an hour of air left for the 
crew to breathe when the submarine finally 
floated to the surface.

• Pietrowski had another close encounter 
with a shark – falling on top of a 16-footer 
after getting knocked over board while re-
loading a torpedo. He scrambled on top of the 
torpedo to avoid becoming a meal.

• During the Cuban Missile Crisis, a rogue 
wave rolled over Pietrowski's submarine, 
killing its power. Pietrowski crawled in the 
dark, over pipes and equipment, to restore 

the power.
• On another occasion, divers discovered 

a live World War II torpedo in port under Pi-
etrowski's submarine.

Russian subs in NY Harbor
One of the most chilling events recalled 

by Pietrowski was his sighting of three Rus-
sian submarines hiding next to the Statute of 
Liberty in the spring of 1961, just months 
before the Cuban Missile Crisis.

"This was supposed to be the most sen-
sitive harbor in the United States and three 
Russian subs snuck in," said Pietrowski, who 
was peering through his binoculars at the girls 
at the statue when he noticed a Russian peri-
scope – square and black – sticking out of the 
water and staring right at him.

"We and five other American submarines 
were ordered to ram the nuclear submarine. 
But we couldn't catch up to it. They could turn 
quicker than we could," he said.

It was a potentially dangerous incident 
with international consequences and Amer-
ica's national security at stake. The chase 
lasted for three days, ending off the Virginia 
Coast, where the Russian submarines easi-
ly eluded their American pursuers. Nothing 
made the newspapers at the time.

"I couldn't even talk about if for 50 years," 
said Pietrowski, who included a chapter about 
the incident, "Russians at the Statue," in his 
book. "There was a movie that mentioned 
that the Russians were operating in New York 
Harbor. That's why I could talk about it after 
all these years."

Writing career launched here
Pietrowski was born in Methuen on Aug. 

24, 1941, at the old Bon Secours Hospital.
"My sister was a nun there for nine years," 

said the 1959 graduate of Central Catholic 
High School.

"As a young child, I lived on Tenney 
Street in Methuen for a few years before my 
family moved out of the city. We have lived in 
Lawrence for many years," said Pietrowski, 
who has been married to his wife and "best 
friend" Linda for 50 years. They've raised 
seven children and have 19 grandchildren.

Pietrowski credits a 10-week writer's 

workshop he took with instructor Isabel Quin-
tana at the Nevins Memorial Library with 
being the catalyst for the book about his sub-
marine adventures.

"My whole writing career actually began 
in Methuen at the Nevins Memorial Library," 
he said.

"I was going through Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. It was about five or six 
years ago. The writing helped to desensitize 
some of the terrifying experiences I had gone 
through. The writing instructor told me I 
needed to put my thoughts down," he said.

"The workshop gave me some ideas on 
how to put the paragraphs together and de-
scribe it so a non-Navy person would under-
stand it. Once I got into the writing, I started 
looking at it from a different perspective. I 
learned to explain it in more civilian terms," 
he said.

Pietrowski did the ground work over a de-
cade ago, writing notes about his experiences 
as a therapeutic exercise.

"I started writing about it for medical 
reasons. A psychiatrist told me I should start 
writing down notes about the experience. It 
helped a lot. I'm sleeping better, not waking 
up as many times.

It was just a bunch of notes in a binder. 
It took 10 years and ended up becoming a 
book," he said.

"Somebody once told me, 'You're one 
unlucky SOB.' I said, 'What are you talking 
about? I went through all of that and made it.' 
I have about 47 other stories I could add, just 
by writing this book," he said.

Pietrowski is optimistic about a movie 
eventually, because of the feedback he gets 
during his speaking trips.

Writing Away Terror
Navy vet says his book on submarine life 
helped cope with near-death encounters

Methuen native Frederick T. Pietrowski has been getting great feedback on his recently 
released book about his near-death encounters while in the Navy. Photo by Mark E. Vogler

This is one of the subs on which Pietrowski 
served. Courtesy photo

See SUB, Page 35
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Sports, continued from page 38

work, staying healthy, and running strong 
all season in a competitive division.
We had a great group of performers on the 
girls side including captain Maria Splaine, 
seniors Michela Leo and Ester Minuto, 
juniors Mariah Duffy and Emily Saindon, 
and freshman Shakira Henriquez.”
In volleyball, Sean Reardon was also 
blessed with a special group of athletes. "I 
had 9 seniors who really learned a lot from 
last year's team. We work hard at practice 
and the kids are good friends off the court 
as well. School spirit drives what they do 
and they make each other better."
Reardon's crew was led by two-time CAC 
MVP, senior Amari King, who led the 
team in service points, aces and kills. 
CAC All-Stars Claudia Karam and captain 
Hannah Walworth were also outstanding, 
while captains Alex Amero and Molly 
Quinn led in digs and assists respectively 
"The atmosphere at PMA definitely plays 
a role in our success," says Reardon, who 
has coached at PMA for 7 seasons and 
established the boys' and girls' volleyball 
programs at CCHS. 
"The cross-country team is always at our 
games. In our last game, we needed to beat 
Shawsheen Tech to win the league title. 
After we won, all the girls asked about 
was if the soccer team won as well. PMA 
is a tight-knit community. They are not 
only great student-athletes, they are nice 
people."
     Since moving to a co-ed enrollment 
in 2010, PMA has seen a steady influx of 
male student-athletes. Says Stankus, "We 
have 220 students overall, 87 of whom are 
boys. Quite a few of our kids are interna-
tional students. 
     "We try to encourage our students to 
participate in sports. In our interviews with 
the freshman class of 2015, I understand 
quite a few have expressed interest in play-
ing soccer, so hopefully we will be able to 
have a boys' soccer team soon."
     Stankus coaches softball and teaches AP 
and honors history. He has been a fixture 
at PMA for 45 years and is excited by the 
changes: "This will be our first class of 
graduating senior boys who have been here 
for the whole four years. It's been hard in 
terms of sports, because we're not sure of 
the numbers from season to season."
     The international influx has strength-
ened the sporting and social bonds at the 
school. Says Stankus, "The students live 
here in the dorms, or with families in the 
area. We have kids from Korea, Italy, Thai-
land, Vietnam, Spain, China and Mexico. 
It really brings a nice mix of different 
cultures. 
     "In the dorms, the common language is 
English, so it helps the kids learn the lan-
guage more quickly. Our Head of School, 
Rose Maria Redman, has done a fantastic 
job with enrollment, and we are back to 
near full capacity after being down for a 
while."
     Stankus stresses the camaraderie of the 
student-athletes at PMA. He relates, "The 
school is extremely supportive of all the 

kids. They enjoy playing sports and there 
are no cliques. Everyone gets along really 
well and, most importantly, I have a really 
fantastic group of coaches here."

Great Girls
The Tenney School 5th-grade Girls on the 
Run team participated in their first 5K road 
race at Walter`s Run in West Roxbury on 
Dec. 14. 
Girls on the Run (girlsontherun.org) is a 
national program that teaches life skills to 
young girls through interactive lessons and 
running games. The goal of the program is 
to unleash confidence through accomplish-
ment while establishing a love of health and 
fitness.
Andrea Finn of Methuen is the Tenney Girls 
on the Run coach and her daughter Gillian 
participated in the program.
"I heard about the program and contacted 
(then Tenney principal) Ian Gosselin and 
asked if I could start one up at the school," 
says Finn. "The goal of the program is to 
foster a positive image, self-respect and 
healthy lifestyles for girls."
     Finn's program ran for 12 weeks culmi-
nating with the December race.  She says, 
"The lessons that are learned are about 
friendship, and we combine life lessons 
with physical activities. Rosalie Moschitto 
coached with me and we both truly enjoyed 
it." 
     Tenney School psychologist Christine 
Crocker was impressed with Girls on the 
Run. She relates, "I noticed that as the pro-
gram went on, these girls would look out 
for each other in school and at recess. In 
October, I gave the girls a mission to spread 

the message that we were going to wear 
pink for breast cancer awareness. They got 
the whole fifth-grade to participate with 
no help from their teachers. That was very 
cool."
    The program clearly had a palpable effect 
on the girls involved. Says Finn, "They are 
more confident, active, and enjoy being 
with each other. It was pretty amazing to see 
these girls, who started by running just a lap 
or two, be able to do a 5K race. They all did 
great and finished the race."
     Crocker agrees, "We saw how much this 
program empowered the girls. I had never 
seen anything like it before. They built 
friendships and benefited so much from it. 
This is a tremendous self-esteem builder. It 
really helps them to believe in themselves. 
The results were very impressive."
     

Methuen's Whirlaway Sports Center held 
a special night for the girls, which included 
running instruction, gift bags and words 
of encouragement from the Methuen High 
School girls' cross-country team.
      "I am really looking forward to the 
spring program," says Finn. "And I hope 
this can spread to other schools in Methuen. 
This is a big running area, so we have a 
lot of support. I would also love to see 
other parents volunteer. It is a wonderful 
program."
     Adds Crocker, "It is so important to have 
that kind of parental support. I actually ran 
the race myself as a running buddy for one 
of the girls. To see those mothers, daughters 
and families interact was the most beautiful 
piece of it all. It was truly a most precious 
experience."
     For more information on Girls on the 
Run or to get involved as a coach, contact 
Andrea Finn at andrea.finn40@gmail.com.

 
Lacroix's Life 

     Congratulations to Methuen High School 
alum Eric Lacroix, one of eight members of 
the WPI Football team to earn a spot on the 
24th annual Steve "Merc" Morris All-Star 
Team as selected by the eight sports infor-
mation directors of Worcester County. The 
team is named in memory of Steve "Merc" 
Morris, the longtime Assistant Director of 
Athletics for Media Relations and Assump-
tion Hall of Famer.
     A junior safety, 
Lacroix was named 
a Second-Team All-
Star for the second 
straight season. He 
registered 76 tackles 
total with 60 solo 
takedowns. He also 
had a key intercep-
tion vs. St. Lawrence 
and broke up 5 passes 
in 2014. Lacroix also was also responsible 
for 2.5 tackles-for-loss and half a sack.

John Molori is the co-author of "The Crack-
er Jack Collection: Baseball's Prized Play-
ers" and a member of the Methuen Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Facebook:  John Molori, 
Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail molorime-
dia@aol.com.

Some members of the Tenney School Girls on the Run Program get ready to go: (from left) 
Isabel Karam, Miana Carbelo, Maryrose Moschitto, Madeline Gillespie, Sophia Daigle and 
Samantha DeBenedetto. Courtesy photo 

Eric Lacroix

268 Hampstead Street Unit 1, 
Methuen, MA 01844

 
 www.Batupmethuen.com

978-258-0308
email: BatterUpMethuen@gmail.com

Batter Up is Looking for a Yoga/Pilate’s 
instructor with established clientele . 

If interested contact Bob 978-423-7638
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SCHOOL DAYS

By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

For the first time in four years, a 
Methuen High play will actually take place 
at Methuen High School!

This year’s Senior Class play, the mod-
ern satire “Faust,” is the theatrical debut for 
the state-of-the-art auditorium, which was 
part of the school’s four-year, $98 million 
renovation.

“It’s really cool being here,” said per-
former Sharlow Hitchcock, glancing up 
toward the potpourri of glaring lights and 
professional rigging including a catwalk. 
“We have such advanced technology.”

“(At the Timony School) we had no 
curtain and no wings,” giggled fellow per-
former Emily Hitchcock, Sharlow’s twin. 
Several kids laughed recalling that at the 
grammar school, which served as MHS’ 
interim theatrical home, during “blackout” 
moments they could be seen by the entire 
audience.

“(This facility) is more true to Methuen,” 
noted performer Makayla Berg. “It’s got 
Methuen colors and it’s great knowing this 
is Methuen High’s auditorium.”

The show, an original adaptation of a 
classic German fable where a tired aca-
demic sells his soul to the devil in order to 
have the world at his fingertips, has been 
re-worked to reflect MHS’ re-birth.

“We wanted to do a show that connected 
with the experiences of the students during 
this remarkable time of transition and new 
beginnings at Methuen High,” director Na-
than Williams told MethuenLife. “It struck 
the cast that being given the knowledge of 
the world at your fingertips was a lot like 
being given an iPad. So we restructured 
the story and the lines to make the modern 
technology part of the story. Our Faust is 
female, struggling with a lack of human 
connection in an increasingly electronic 
world.”

Williams, an MHS English teacher, is 

taking advantage of the top-notch locale 
and the students are heavily involved with 
production.

“We’re making full use of the audio-vi-
sual aspects of this auditorium,” he said. 
“Students’ video projects will be part of the 
live show. Kids used their iPads to make 
commercials, which will be woven into the 
story line and shown on an HD projector.

“This show isn’t just about the perfor-
mance, but we’re training students to use 
the technology,” said Williams, adding that 
the teens have taken to the high-tech hard-
ware quickly.

For example, Rachael Bergeron is run-
ning the massive lighting system solo. In 
the past, she ran a submaster long board 

which required sliding the controls - and 
counting to five as she did so - which wasn’t 
the most accurate process. Now all lighting 
sequences have been pre-programmed and 
Rachael follows her notes in the script, hit-
ting the “Go” button to make changes.

“I’m working with all the fancy stuff and 
I love it!” she said.

Principal cast includes Autumn Bla-
zon Brown as Faust, Makayla Berg as 
Mephistopheles, Rebecca Beaulieu as 
Gretchen, Madeleine McKeon as Martha, 
Sharlow Hitchcock as Lady S. Kalogridis, 
Emily Hitchcock as Lady T. Kalogridis 
and Samantha Hubbard as God. Extras are 
Nicholas Abourizk, Samar Ramy, Anthony 
Adams, Jeralcy Urena and members of the 
JROTC program.

Crew members are Rachael Bergeron as 
stage manager, Nancy Pocoli as assistant 
director, Amber LoCicero as run crew, Mi-
chael Wakim as video manager, and Evan 
Reeves and Kurtis Foden as video crew.

MHS auditorium making theatrical debut

Rehearsing for MHS’ Senior Class play “Faust” are Autumn Blazon Brown (front) as the title 
character and in back Emily Hitchcock (left), playing Lady T. Kalogridos and Sharlow Hitch-
cock, playing Lady S. Kalogridos.               Photos by Melissa Fili

During dress rehearsal, director Nathan Williams discusses spacing with Autumn Blazon 
Brown (left), playing the title character Faust, and Makayla Berg, playing Mephistopheles. Senior Rachael Bergeron, shown at the light board, is the stage manager.

“FAUST”
The show is described as “a modern 
satire blending comedy and drama, 
Heaven and Hell, iPhones and the 
Market Basket feud.” It’s an original 
performance that embraces the risks 
and rewards of integrating technology 
into our lives. Shows are Jan. 9 and 
10 at 7:30 pm in the new state-of-
the-art MHS auditorium. Tickets are 
$5 in advance (cash sales only in 
cafeteria during schooldays) and $7 
at the door. The public is welcome. 
Proceeds from the performance will 
support the Senior Class.












