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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer
 

A near-fatal choking accident at Texas 
Roadhouse in May led to the life-saving 
measures by members of Methuen’s police 
and fire departments. Three of those men 
were honored last month at the Methuen 
Exchange Club’s 20th annual Recognition 
Dinner and Awards Night.

Each year the Exchange Club honors not 
only the police and firefighter(s) of the year 
but also a patriotic citizen and business who 
display the American flag prominently, and 
a Book of Golden Deeds recipient whose 
good deeds are especially noteworthy.

This year’s event, emceed by Jack Ma-
cLeod, was again held at the Merrimack 
Golf Course. Approximately 230 people 
dined on ziti, salad, stuffed chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes and carrots prior to the 
awards.

On May 15 at approximately 8:30 pm, 
the Methuen police and fire departments re-
ceived a 911 call that a 43-year-old woman 
was slumped over a sink choking.

Noting the cooperation between the two 
departments, Methuen Police Chief Joe 
Solomon said that Officer Joe Rynne Jr. was 
the first on the scene. A 12-year veteran, 
Rynne performed the Heimlich maneuver 
until EMTs took over. His actions partially 
dislodged the obstruction and helped save 
the woman’s life.

Rynne is a member of the department’s 

Special Operations Unit and the North 
Eastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement 
Council.

Arriving at the restaurant shortly after 
Rynne were Jesse Kattar and Adam Suliv-
eras of the Methuen Fire Department. In 
the ambulance en route to Holy Family 
Hospital, they continued performing the 
Heimlich maneuver and thumping the back 
of the woman, who was barely breathing 
and had no color in her face. They also gave 
her oxygen.

“Emergency room doctors also could 
not remove the obstruction. Surgery was 
required,” said Methuen Fire Chief Steve 
Buote. “But the doctors said the woman 

would have died if not for Jesse and Adam.”
Family members sent a poem to the 

Fire Department thanking the men for their 
efforts.

All three lifesavers received a standing 
ovation at the Exchange Club ceremony.

Receiving the resident “So Proudly We 
Hail” award was Joe Sterner who felt the 
Methuen Fire Department’s station at the 
Howe Street/Hampstead Street fork de-
served a bigger flag. So he purchased a 
larger pole and flag and had them installed. 
He also designed and landscaped the island 
around the pole.

Joe and his wife of 26 years, Michelle, 
have three children: Derek, 24; Rachel, 22; 

and Drew, 19.
Receiving the business “So Proudly We 

Hail” award is DeLucca Fence Company 
on Old Ferry Road, just off Pleasant Valley 
Street. The outfit, which provides fence and 
guard rail, was started in 1957 by lifelong 
Methuen residents Salvatore and Joseph 
DeLucca. The company now has 70 em-
ployees and is run by Salvatore’s daughters 
Barbara and Janet.

The large American flag flies in honor 
of Salvatore, a World War II veteran who 
died in 2011.

Capping off the evening was the pre-
sentation of the “Book of Golden Deeds” 
award to Methuen Public Schools Superin-
tendent Judy Scannell, for her 39 years of 
service in the school system.

“The nomination choice was unani-
mous,” said MacLeod, who then visited 
Scannell with the news. “She looked me 
right in the eye and said, ‘There’s a million 
people out there more deserving.’ Then she 
teared up, clutched her chest and said, ‘I’m 
so humbled’ and hugged me.”

Described as a “guiding force” in 
the recently completed renovation of 
Methuen High School, Scannell began as 
a kindergarten teacher at the Marsh School 
in 1975. She went on to teach at different 
grade levels at the Tenney, CGS, Marsh and 
Timony schools. She was appointed super-
intendent in 2010.

She is married to Terry and they have a 
daughter, Terrena.

Standing at the head table at the Methuen Exchange Club’s 2014 Recognition Dinner and 
Awards Night are (from left) Master of Ceremonies Jack MacLeod, Methuen Police Officer 
Joe Rynne Jr., Methuen firefighters Adam Suliveras and Jesse Kattar, Joe Sterner, Janet 
DeLucca, Barbara DeLucca-Rae, Superintendent Judy Scannell and Methuen Exchange Club 
President Robert Mundry. Photo by Steve Whipple

Lifesavers, flag fliers & schools’ leader honored by Exchange Club

By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

He’s only 13, but Methuen Boy Scout Tyler Davis 
has already checked off “Eagle Scout Project” from his 
to-do list. The Marsh School eighth-grader recently built a 
10-foot-by-10-foot storage shed for the MSPCA at Nevins 
Farm which will be located behind the equine barn.

“I’m about five years ahead of most Scouts,” he said, 
noting that the Eagle Scout ranking is usually attained by 
boys when they’re 18 years old. “The older Scouts doubted 
that I could get it done that quick ... but the hardest part was 
pulling the (building) permit, which the farm had to do.”

Tyler, who started Scouting in first grade and now be-
longs to Troop 76 in Andover, approached the MSPCA in 
August in regards to a building project and they suggested 
the storage shed.

“I work good with tools and my dad taught me how to 
build. And we love animals, so I wanted to do that (for the 
MSPCA),” said Tyler, the son of Matthew and Amanda 
Davis and big brother to Maddie, 12.

After drawing up a plan and a budget, Tyler enlisted 
the help of Brad Jones and Jones Construction of Methuen, 
Doyle Lumber, Home Depot of Salem, N.H., Lightning 
Landscape and Acres Edge Earth Products. The businesses 
donated material and some even gave their time for the 
project. Tyler’s fellow Scouts also pitched in with the hard 
labor.

The MSPCA is grateful for their new shed.
"Tyler and the team that he organized were amazing. 

They happily, efficiently and expertly erected a much 
needed storage shed for us on a cold and rainy day,” said 

MSPCA Community Outreach Coordinator Julia Pesek. 
“This shed has provided our barn with much needed storage 
space for things like our John Deere Gator and our Equine 
Ambulance training equipment. Having a quality shed al-
lows our staff to work more efficiently and provides us with 
a little more space to move. We are tremendously grateful 
of Tyler and his team for the gift that they gave us!"

Tyler’s troop leader Don Milligan, who has been active 
with the troop for about 35 years and was Tyler’s dad’s 
leader, has witnessed lots of boys go through the Eagle 
Scout process.

“Tyler is an exception. He’s careful with what he does,” 
said Milligan. “The thing is, he got at it so young. Lots of 
things can get in the way (with other kids). It’s not an easy 
thing for someone as young as him (to complete an Eagle 
Scout project).”

Milligan said that just under 4 percent of all Scouts 
reach Eagle ranking.

Tyler now has to finish up three more badges (out of 21 
total) before becoming an Eagle Scout. He thinks he could 
become an Eagle Scout by summertime.

“I’m more focused than other people,” he said, when ex-
plaining how he’s been able to soar toward Eagle so quick-
ly. “I focus on one thing and get it done. I’m organized.”

The self-motivated teen also runs a lawn-mowing busi-
ness and is in the process of re-building a 1997 Chevy S-10 
truck. He’s looking forward to attending a technical high 
school where he can really put his building skills to work.

Scout, 13, builds storage shed for MSPCA

Eagle Scout contender Tyler Davis, 13, puts a coat of paint 
on the storage shed he built for the MSPCA at Nevins Farm. 
Courtesy photo
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SCHOOL DAYS

GET LISTED 
To have an upcoming event listed in MethuenLife’s calendar, send info to 

Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call (978) 682-4777.1 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, RTE. 495 EXIT 45 / LAWRENCE, MA • 978-687-3000

shopuslast.com
Over 100 Pre-Owned 
& Certified Vehicles 

on Sale!

Marsh Grammar School third-graders each received a dictionary from the Merrimack 
Valley Pioneer Club, Chapter 131. The Pioneers have provided this generous donation 
for several years, and the dictionaries are used in the classroom and at home to support 
students' reading and writing skills. Shown with their word books are (front, from left) CJ 
Robinson, Amara Mendez and Jeremy Waible; (back, from left) Kamdyn Thomas, Grace 
Ribard and Calista Catarius.            Photo by Melissa Fili

TIMONY’S MINIONS

Last Halloween, the Timony School’s kindergarten team dressed like Minions from the 
“Despicable Me” movie series. Teachers, program assistants and members of the special-ed-
ucation staff and Title 1 staff all took part. These festive Minions also joined in the annual 
Halloween parade, a beloved tradition for preschoolers through second-graders that is 
enjoyed by students, staff and Timony families and friends. Courtesy photo

TENNEY CHORUS 
@ VERIZON ARENA

Twenty one members of the Tenney Chorus performed the Star-Spangled Banner prior to a 
Manchester Monarchs hockey game last month at the Verizon Wireless Arena. The event, a 
fund-raiser for the school’s Music Department, was attended by many Tenney families. Cho-
rus members are Anthony Alves, Mikhayla Calixto, Abbi Edgerly, Gianna Fiorillo, Jozmileiny 
Garcia-Batista, Kaylee Garibay, Kylie Gaud, Christian Gonzalez, Bryanna Guante, Tucker 
Hubbard, Winder Landaverde, Lindsey Manick, Alexavior Munoz, Katalina Neang, Edelyn 
Ramirez, Shirley Rosales, Abby Sapienza, Courtney Sawyer, Neriah Sullivan and Cheryl Wil-
liams. Courtesy photos

Chorus director Holly Gray shows off singer Alexavior Munoz’s Tenney “Tiger Up” 

T-shirt.

NEW DICTIONARIES
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By Melissa Fili 
MethuenLife Writer

Say goodbye to Methuen Public Schools’ 
stagnant, outdated web site and say hello to 
a new school-specific site that intends to 
vastly improve communication with par-
ents.

“We went in with the mentality that any-
thing would be better,” admits Ed Lussier, 
Methuen School’s director of instructional 
technology, who personally rebuilt the site 
which hadn’t had a face lift in several 
years. “It’s now a lot more current. Parents 
can view school and district calendars, an-
nouncements from the principal, and they 
can even add Google calendar so (the school 
calendar) shows up on your phone. Overall 
communication is going to improve.”

Early response has been great.
“I love it. It gives the schools more 

access and opportunity to get information 
out,” said Tenney Interim Supervising Prin-
cipal Mary Beth Donovan Grassi. “Now 
I can post news and information without 
having to bother our tech experts, who are 

so busy. I have heard from parents that they 
like they can easily double-check, for ex-
ample, what time the PTO meeting is. We 
got news last night that our Yankee Candle 
fund-raiser has arrived. And like that, I can 
get the info out, adding another layer to our 
social media communication efforts.”

Since Lussier did all of the work, there 
was no cost to the district.

Lussier says the biggest problem with 
the schools site was that, in the past, it 
was overseen by a single person updating 
info for four grammar schools and the high 
school, which meant several days of lag 
time in updates. But now, principals, de-
partment heads and certain designated staff 
members can update their own pages with 
the click of a button - even if they aren’t 
seated in front of their school computer.

“I re-did all of the web pages, then gave 

ownership out to different groups which we 
couldn’t do before. Now every department 
in every building has their own pages which 
that department or staff control,” Lussier 
explained. “The Health Department and 
Fine Arts Department have already updated 
their pages. Over the next month or two, 
the principals will use it more. We have the 
foundation in place now, will tweak it and 
make it more of a friendly place.”

One grammar school has requested a 
Photo Gallery page and Lussier is working 
with MHS’ media production department to 
upload some student work.

Visitors to methuen.k12.ma.us will find:
School-specific pages, with updated 

calendar info and messages about special 
events. As of last month, grammar schools 
used their pages to promote things like the 
eighth-grade production of “Crumpled Clas-
sics” (Marsh), a Fuddrucker’s fund-raiser 
and a reminder for parents to sign and return 
progress reports (Tenney) and a canned 
food drive and upcoming Junior National 
Honor Society induction (Timony).

A video showing the major transforma-

tion over at Methuen High during the years-
long renovation, which recently wrapped 
up.

The Superintendent’s Newsletter 
which gives a synopsis of happenings at 
each Methuen public school.

A handy District Calendar that in-
cludes everything from half-days and meet-
ing notices to field trips and events like fairs 
and dances.

Tabs on the main page focus on Dis-
trict, Schools, Departments, Staff, and Par-
ents & Students. Here you’ll find topics like 
lunch menus, handbooks, administration 
and School Committee contact information, 
a Drug and Alcohol Resource Page, and 
Atlas Curriculum Maps which highlight the 
goals and standards for each grade level. 
There’s also Facility Rental info for groups 
looking to book space.

Links to teacher web sites.
The new site is seen as a temporary fix, 

“to get us through the next year or two,” 
according to Lussier, as his goal is to re-
vamp the entire site with the addition of 
educational software.

Methuen Schools’ new web site up & running
CHECK IT OUT!

You can visit the new Methuen      
Public Schools’ web site by going to 
methuen.k12.ma.us.

Here’s the first-quarter honor roll for Pre-
sentation of Mary Academy.

Highest Honors 

Grade 12: Liuyi (Xena) Chen, Meredith 
Gill, Klarissa Klier, Sebastian Lopez, 
Abbey Myers, Kaitlyn Norton, Shakira 
Pena, Seung Woo (Simon) Ro, Jinelfry Ro-
driguez, Rebecca Santone, Maria Splaine. 
Grade 11: Dahlia Amador, Douglas An-
derson, Nicole Chaisson, Matthew Dubois, 
Lindsey Gill, Jordan Lena, Wanying (Joan-
na) Long, Robert Pauley, Eric Tang, Phuong 
Truong. 
Grade 10: Hannah Alvino, Zachary Cole-
man, Brianna DiPietro, Marisa George, 

Madyson Guimond, Camille Holleran, Eryn 
McGuinness, Faith Stewart, Sean Toomey, 
Angela Walukevich, Matthew Whinery, Xi-
ying (Claire) Zhang. 
Grade 9: Gregory Blomgren, Darlenn Cas-
tro, Brianna Geck, Jinyi (Clairey) Ling, 
Jamie LoConte, Jacob Miller, John Mor-
ris, Willa Norman, Gwendolyn Powell, Qi 
Yu (Julia) Qiu, Simon Rodriguez, Tristan 
Straker. 

High Honors 

Grade 12: Abby Coleman, Anna Durkin, 
Angela Fassio, Emily Holleran, Claudia 
Karam, Yomna Khayal, Amari King, Wen-
jing (Melissa) Mao, Ester Ovalle, Molly 

Quinn, Hannah Walworth. 
Grade 11: Yihua (Eva) Cao, Catherine 
Griffin, Kevin Maldonado, Gabriella Saler-
no, Brian Whinery. 
Grade 10: Seana Gardella, Samantha Men-
dez, ySabella Santell-Wright, Langyou 
(Eso) Xie. 
Grade 9: Anthony Bielecki, Samantha Le, 
Stephanie Maldonado, Olivia Schultz, Sael-
ly Soriano, Madeleine Zygmont. 

Honors 
Grade 12: Laura Carosella, Joshua Hunter, 
Min Gyo Jeong, Michela Leo, Justin Mack-
ay, Karina Mackey, Ester Minuto, Amanda 
Morin, Kayla Pacenka, Shawna Simms, 
Grace Storniolo, Ian Thornhill, Anny Var-

gas, Waleska Velez. 
Grade 11: Gabriel Alers, Lillian Alvino, 
Joshua Dionne, Caroline Ferrari, Gabrielle 
Fillion, Ashley Grillo, Erin Henrick, Made-
line Oerth, Jodi-Ann Simmonds-Brown, 
Nicholas Vicenty. 
Grade 10: Jack Bove, Helana Castillo, 
Ana Cortes-Lopera, Celeste Cruz, William 
Hamilton, Madison Hickingbotham, John 
Mersereau, Paige Morrow, Emily Saindon, 
Yiran (Iris) Shi. 
Grade 9: Mariel Beaumier, Julien Brito, 
Hyunjae (James) Cho, Abraham Collazo, 
Shania Garcia, Briana Guzman, Alexandra 
LoConte, Joseph Mancuso, Yokairi Perez, 
Chloe Richardson, Alexandria Vaillancourt, 
Faye Viscosi, Shuaiqing (Selina) Zhou. 

PMA HONOR ROLL

HOLIDAY GOOD DEEDS
ARE YOU A GOOD-

DEED DOER? 
Caring people across 

Methuen dedicate a good 
deal of holiday time to 
helping others. Once 

again, MethuenLife will 
run a Holiday Good 

Deeds section in our Jan-
uary edition. If you are 
part of a service club, 

school group, church or-
ganization, sports team or 
business that’s reaching 

out to the needy this time 
of year, snap a photo of 

your good work and send 
it and some brief info to 
Melissa@MethuenLife.

com. Deadline to submit 
photos is Dec. 18.

ST. MONICA’S FOOD DRIVE
St. Monica School 
Student Council 
members Tavonga Ta-
fuma, Jack Stanislas, 
Eva Fabino and Bri-
anna Korecki recently 
organized a "One Can 
At A Time" Food Drive 
for the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society of St. 
Monica Parish. Each 
St. Monica’s student 
was able to partici-
pate in a Dress Down 
Day if they brought in 
a non-perishable food 
item. Dress Down 
Days were held four 
times last month. The Student Council goal was to collect over 1,000 nonperishable items 
through this simple act of kindness to help others have a wonderful Thanksgiving. Many of 
the students from St. Monica School brought in more than one item of food and the adminis-
tration expressed its gratefulness for the generosity of those families. Courtesy photo

SCOUTING FOR FOOD

St. Monica’s Cub Scout Pack 55 continued its annual tradition of 
helping people on Thanksgiving by bringing bags of food they 
collected to the St Vincent DePaul Society. Featured are mem-
bers of the pack, Cub Scoutmaster Jeff McManus and Weblos 
Leader Ralph Scalise. Photo courtesy of Mike Ruffini
























