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See SOLAR, Page 5

By Mark E. Vogler
MethuenLife Writer

Evan J. Chaisson made a rooftop deci-
sion to cut the soaring costs of his electric 
bill for the next 20 years.

The former Methuen School Commit-
tee member said he expects to save up to 
$22,000 from the future power that will be 
generated by the 29 solar panels installed 
on his split-entry-style home on Sevoian 
Drive this summer.

"It didn't cost me a penny, but it will 
save me a lot of dimes," Chaisson, 31, said 
in a recent interview as he looked up at the 
roof from behind his backyard swimming 
pool, admiring the solar system that's now 
part of the house he's lived in for 29 years.

"A panel system like this would cost 
$35,000 if I wanted to buy it," he said of 
the system he will be using under a 20-year 
power purchase agreement he signed with 
Vivint Solar, a Utah-based company that 
claims the leading share of the residential 
solar market in Methuen and throughout 
Massachusetts.

"Vivint owns the panels, maintains 
it and will provide any replacements for 
the next 20 years -- all free of charge. I'm 
buying the electricity from Vivint at a dis-
counted rate that is substantially less than 

Solar power is on the rise in Methuen. Evan Chaisson’s home is one of 126 in the city that 
had permits pulled for solar work. Chaisson says his electric bill dropped by more than half 
for the month of September.  Photo by Mark E. Vogler

SOME ROOFTOP RELIEF
Permits for home solar installations have more than doubled

BY THE NUMBERS
Permits for Rooftop 
Solar Installations 

   Year     Total Homes
   2009    3
   2010               2
   2011               2
   2012              12
   2013              60
   2014             *126
Editor's Note: These are records 
provided by the Methuen Inspection-
al Services Office. *This year's total 
includes permits through Oct. 10.

Monthly Totals: 2014 vs. 2013
   January 7-1
   February 5-2
   March 3-0
   April 9-3
   May 13-5
   June 20-5
   July 18-9
   August 18-2
   September 21-3
   October *12-19
   November ?-4
   December ?-7
Editor's Note: These are records 
provided by the Methuen Inspection-
al Services Office. *This year's total 
includes permits through Oct. 10.

what I would be paying to National Grid," 
Chaisson said.

Chaisson is one of dozens of Methuen 
homeowners who have recently decided to 
go solar.

Permits for the installation of rooftop 

solar panels on Methuen homes have more 
than doubled so far this year. Midway 
through October, contractors had pulled 
permits on 126 homes, compared to 60 last 
year, according to records provided by the 
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Library, continued from page 19

four activities, turn your slips in at the Chil-
dren's Desk. Your child will get to choose 
a new book provided by our grant partner, 
the Greater Lawrence Community Action 
Council.

Dora the Explorer 
is coming!

Start U. Reading will feature Dora the 
Explorer at Nevins Library on Nov. 22 at 
10 am. Children are invited to participate 
in an engaging story time and related ac-
tivities with their favorite literary character. 
All participants will have an opportunity to 
meet Dora, have their photo taken, and re-
ceive a goody bag filled with materials and 
a new book. Parents are encouraged to bring 
their cameras for photos of their children 
with Dora. Please register online to attend 
this event.

This program is provided free of charge 
by Massachusetts Educational Financing 
Authority (MEFA).The Start U. Reading 
Series is one of MEFA's statewide early 

college planning initiatives designed to in-
troduce young students to the joy of read-
ing and literacy through interdisciplinary 
activities.  
 

The StoryWalk Project
The StoryWalk Project at Nevins Li-

brary is up and running! Families are in-
vited to participate in this unique way to 
enjoy a walk on the grounds of the library 
and read a story with your children at the 
same time. The featured story, “Over in the 
Meadow” illustrated by Ezra Jack Keats, 
will be available until Nov. 22. Be sure to 
pick up your craft activity when you have 
finished the walk. Thanks to Anne Fergu-
son of Montpelier, Vt.,  who developed the 
StoryWalk® Project in collaboration with 
the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition 
and the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

 
For an extensive list of Nevins Memorial 
Library happenings, check out www.nev-
inslibrary.org.

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

 
Beginning this month, Interstate-93 mo-

torists near the rotary project will find them-
selves on a new path temporarily.

“All lanes on Route 93 within the proj-
ect limits, both northbound and southbound, 
will be shifted to the west,” said David Con-
roy, area supervisor at MassDOT Highway 
Construction Division. “Concrete barriers 
will be placed in the median to separate the 
northbound and southbound traffic. This 
will allow the contractor to establish a work 
zone on the eastern side of Rte. 93 to start 
with the construction of the first section of 
the new bridge which will span over Rtes. 
110 and 113. Construction of some of the 
new on- and off-ramps will be starting in 
November as well.”

Significant changes have already altered 
the landscape of the four-year, $66.4 million 
project. The first of eight stages began in 
June and will end in April 2015. The entire 
project is expected to take four years.

Quite noticeable are the giant swaths of 
trees and brush have been stripped adjacent 
to the northbound I-93 lanes. Four homes 
on the fringes of the rotary have been 
purchased by the state, cleared out and pre-
pared for demolition. Structures at 11 North 
Lowell St., 397 Lowell St., 395 Lowell St., 
252 Haverhill St. and 18 Lowell Boulevard 
will soon be razed.

Conroy said initial progress has been 
steady. The to-do list for the first phase of 
the operation includes:

• Remove existing I-93 median barrier 
and paving to accommodate traffic shifts.

• Install new underground Verizon duct 
banks.

• Widen Riverside Drive bridge and start 

Columbia Gas work under bridge.
• Begin construction of new I-93 south-

bound on- and off-ramps.
• Build sound walls built on east side 

of I-93.
• Reconstruct Lowell Street east of the 

rotary to Forest Street.
• Reconstruct Haverhill Street to Burn-

ham Road.
• Mitigate wetlands at former Loosigian 

Farms.
Recently, traffic under the I-93 bridge 

dropped to one lane to accommodate work. 
Conroy noted that people need to remain 
especially vigilant during the construction.

“Throughout the duration of the project, 
there will be times when lanes are taken 
temporarily, and traffic is routed differently 
than normal. Advanced warning signs and 
uniformed police details are always utilized 
to assist in ensuring a safe work zone,” said 
Conroy. “As construction operations will be 
occurring at numerous locations within the 

Pay attention: Along I-93, the shift is on! 

project limits, MassDOT encourages motor-
ists to use caution at all times.” 

Conroy encourages people to go to 
methuenrotary.mhd.state.ma.us to receive 
updates and advisories by e-mail. The site 
also contains a current aerial photo of the 
rotary and surrounding area and an illustra-
tion of what the finished project will look 
like.

Motoring continues around the rotary, as equipment and dirt moves in and crews get the 
job done.               Photo by Melissa Fili

Four homes in the construction area are being prepared for demolition.

Massive piles of cut-down trees are being re-
moved from the area next to the I-93 North 
on-ramp.

This is looking south, toward the I-93 North 
off-ramp. The entire area has been cleared 
of trees in order to accommodate the rota-
ry’s new clover-leaf design.
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SCHOOL DAYS

Marsh celebrates season with Fall Festival
There were plenty of 

indoor and outdoor ac-
tivities at this year's 
annual Marsh Fall Fes-
tival. Marsh Grammar 
School had a pump-
kin-decorating and bas-
ketball-shooting con-
tests, homemade food, 
crafts to purchase, hay 
rides and more.

Upper school physical education teacher Brian Szettella emerges from the cold water of the 
dunk tank where he was dunked repeatedly.Marsh staff member Kathleen Angelari and her daughter Hannah, 9, exhibit colorful match-

ing doll and child scarves and bracelets. Kathleen knitted the scarves and crocheted the 
bracelets. Photos by Steve Whipple

Mike Simonian is busy serving up home-
made meatball subs.

Tractor driver Glenn Janelle gives the signal that all is well with the hay rides around the 
school grounds.

1 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, RTE. 495 EXIT 45 / LAWRENCE, MA • 978-687-3000

shopuslast.com
Over 100 Pre-Owned 
& Certified Vehicles 

on Sale!




























