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Poet's 
Corner

“Dare to Dream”
By Brenda DeNoyer Girolamo

A wooden bridge
and cobbled stones
accompany a waterway
that awkwardly roams
naturally free
through a community
of trees waiting,
just waiting,
to whisper stories
to me.

Pebbles press
into the ground
and gnarled
tree roots
snake around
earthen patches
carpeted with moss
as I walk the farm
of Robert Frost.

Beyond
the darkened
forest green
lies a sea of light
that brightly gleams
and beckons me
to boldly walk
through the shadows
of doubt
that keenly stalk
all who dare
to dream.

Brenda Girolamo is a wellness 
coach, massage therapist, teacher 
of tai chi, an artist and author. She 
resides in New Hampshire with her 

husband Paul and their two very 
sweet retired greyhounds, Lizzy 

and Dreamer. She is a member of 
the Grey Court Poets. 

Editor’s note: Pieces appearing in 
the Poet’s Corner are regularly se-
lected by the Methuen-based Grey 
Court Poets. To have your work 
considered, contact them at mat-
tkraunelis.com and find out about 
joining their group.
 

Library, continued from page 35

pm to lead a "Learn to Draw Manga" work-
shop for teens. Register early for this pro-
gram, as there are limited seats available!

On July 31 at 6 pm we welcome Souhe-
gan Paranormal Investigators who will talk 
about their experiences with the paranormal 
and let us see the tools they use in their 
investigations.

The full schedule of teen programming 
- including crafts, Henna tattooing, movie 
night, and doing tie dye -  is available at 
nevinslibrary.org and you may register on-
line through our Calendar of Events, also on 
the website.

  
Fizz, Boom, 

Read!
The 2014 Summer Reading Theme for 

Kids is: Fizz, Boom, Read! 
The summer months are a great time to 

read for fun. Let your child explore areas 
of fiction and nonfiction that are sparked 
by their personal interest. Research studies 
about summer reading have shown that 
reading gets better when you practice it; 
reading helps improve writing style and 
children read more when they listen to and 
discuss stories. Help prevent what often 

is referred to as "summer set-back" when 
children can lose the gains they made in 
school this year if they don't read during the 
summer vacation. Please stop by as a family 
and choose material to read this summer.

There will be programs for children of 
all ages, pre-K to grade 6. This year we are 
introducing an expanded program of events 
for preschool-age children. Don't forget to 
visit the Children's Department and pick up 
your free summer reading activity packet. 
Many of the contests require you to use an 
online reading log to be eligible. Each age 
group has a goal for the number of books to 
read to qualify for items from the Topsfield 
Fair, Chipotle Grill, the Boston Bruins and 
more! Please contact the Children's De-
partment at (978) 686-4080 ext. 26 for the 
details and deadlines of the contests.  

Establishing the online reading log is 
easy to do. Go to the front page of the web-
site ( http://www.readsinma.org/), select M 
for Methuen find the link for the Nevins 
Memorial Library. Fill out the online form 
and you will be able to record what you 
have read and write a review of the book. 
Don't have a computer at home? Stop by 
the library and use our computers that have 
Internet access. Programs for the summer 

require registration, which is easy by using 
the link for the Calendar of Events on the 
library's web page. Many programs are 
very popular. Please sign up on waiting lists 
since the summer months are ones that have 
spur-of-the-moment family activities. To 
accommodate these circumstances, we ask 
parents to let us know if you are no longer 
able to attend a program you signed up for 
by calling us at ext. 26. This will allow us 
to offer your spot to another family on our 
waiting list.  

Our performers this summer have been 
funded by several organizations. Many 
thanks to the Friends of the Nevins Me-
morial Library, McDonald’s at 147 Pel-
ham St., Methuen, The Methuen Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency (for the "Dinoman" program), 
The 21st Century Community Development 
Grant (for "Rainforest Reptiles") and the 
Michael B. Christensen Community and 
Family Support Center at GLCAC Inc.  (for 
"D.W. the Play".)

 
For an extensive list of Nevins Memorial 
Library happenings, check out www.nev-
inslibrary.org.

season, coach Krystal Ortiz's team went 
12-7 and qualified for the state tournament 
for the second time and second consecutive 

season in the 
young pro-
gram's three-
year history. 
The Rangers 
lost to Central 
Catholic in 
the tourney's 
first round, 
15-5. 

O r t i z 
points to 
some season 
h i g h l i g h t s 
stating, "Se-
nior captain 
Ashley Horan 
scored her 

100th career goal in the first game of the 
season, while junior Aryanna Poirier tallied 
100 career points and achieved 100 career 
goals. Junior Kristi Coutu reached 100 ca-
reer points and is 19 goals away from 100 
career goals." 

According to Ortiz, Horan and Poirier 
were named Boston Globe Players of the 

Sports, continued from page 40

Methuen High School girls' 
lacrosse coach Krystal Ortiz 
led the Rangers to their sec-
ond-straight state tourna-
ment appearance in 2014.

Week. Poirier earned that honor twice, in 
back-to-back weeks. Says Ortiz, "Horan 
was named an Honorable Mention on the 
EMass Girls Lacrosse Coaches Association 
All-Star List. She is the first player from our 
MVC Small Division to make this list, and 
the only player in the MVC to make the list. 

"Horan was also named MVC Small 
Player of the Year. All-Conference selections 
were Ashley's twin sister Shaley Horan, 
Aryanna Poirier and Megan Bruneau. All-
Star selections were Alex Comerford, Liana 
Nguyen, Kristi Coutu and Nicole Hering. 
I am very proud of all the players and the 
growth of the program."

Teaming up
Methuen native and Ripp City Baseball 

and Softball Academy owner Rob Aziz is 
now working with Jim Dziadosz to promote 
events and happenings at the facility and 
with its programs. Dziadosz is well-known 
in Methuen as a supporter of local sports, 
coach and longtime partner of Ray Pilat on 
MCTV sports broadcasts. 

Dziadosz is also the founder, GM, coach 
and parental liaison of AST Hoops Ameri-
can Sports Training Academy. Says Dziado-

sz, "Our mission is to create a basketball 
movement throughout the North Shore and 
Greater Boston area, serving as a skills-
based feeder system for area basketball 
associations and middle and high school 
programs. 

"We want to take young athletes' skills 
to a higher level of performance for town, 
travel and AAU team participation."

Working with Aziz, Dziadosz helped to 
create the first annual Bill Blood Memorial 
Day Baseball Tournament for youth teams 
held this past May in Lawrence.

"We had a great tournament in Law-
rence," says Dziadosz. "It was the first one, 
and we put together in about a week! We 
had teams from Methuen, Lawrence, Ando-
ver, Medford, Londonderry, Hampton and 
Manchester, N.H. We expect this tourna-
ment to explode next year and we have big 
plans for others over the course of the year. 
All good stuff for Methuen and the region."

John Molori is the co-author of "The Crack-
er Jack Collection: Baseball's Prized Play-
ers." Follow on Facebook at John Molori, 
Twitter @MoloriMedia. E-mail molorime-
dia@aol.com.

from Harry Potter, about being unafraid 
and taking chances to her commitment 
to athletics. Her teacher is Ms. Calla.

Other students were also recog-
nized for their writing and received 
certificates from the Center for the 
Book:

They are Grades 7 and 8: Gracie 
Tribandis, Emily Tebbetts, Courtney 

Belanger, Alexis Wheeler, Alexander 
Guzman, Drew Heffernon and Julia 
Carter.

Honorable Mentions:  Michaela 
Pita and Naomi Ponte.

Semifinalists Grade 5 and 6:  Kyla 
Nguyen, Megan Bergeron, Tiara Dube, 
Emily Pacula, Emily Wassouf, Abigail 
Edgerly.

School, continued from page 24

Tenney’s 
Yarmilus 
Vasquez (left) 
and Braden 
August were 
honored at the 
State House 
for their writ-
ing. Courtesy 
photo

Brenda Girola-
mo is a wellness 
coach, massage 
therapist, teach-
er of tai chi, an 
artist and author. 
She resides in 
New Hampshire 
with her husband 
Paul and their two 
very sweet re-
tired greyhounds, 
Lizzy and Dream-
er. She is a mem-
ber of the Grey 
Court Poets. 

E d i t o r ’ s 
note: Pieces ap-


















